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Anti-Coal Movement Strikes Back 


Snowflake the polar bear knows that clean coal is a myth! 


Coal Protestors 

Fighting “Dirty” 


GREEK 

PRISONER 

Hunger 

Strike 

Ends 



Greek posters in support of the hunger strike 

by James Jameson 


by Scott Parkin 

The anti-coal movement is on the rise. Plans 
for coal-fired plants are being stopped left 
and right. Mountaintop removal is becom- 
ing a dirty phrase. Coal financiers like Citi 
and Bank of America, are not only feeling the 
sting of the credit crisis, but the climate cri- 
sis, as well. Blockades and occupations have 
occurred from the coalfields of Appalachia to 
the steel and concrete canyons of New York 
City and San Francisco. 

All over the world, thousands are taking on 
the mining companies, the utility companies 
and Wall Street. They have been using a vari- 
ety of creative tactics, including direct action. 
More and more people are taking risks and put- 
ting their bodies, livelihoods and reputations 
on the line. 

A decentralized network — less about non- 
profits and political parties, and more about 
people power — is emerging to face down King 
Coal. Radical grassroots groups like Mountain 
Justice, Earth First! and Rising Tide have allied 
with frontline community groups in the af- 
fected regions. National groups like Rainforest 
Action Network (RAN) and Greenpeace are also 
working in these coalitions to continue putting 
pressure on the coal sector. 

Despite promises of "change" and "hope," 
people continue to vote with their actions 
to put an end to dirty coal and the bankers 
who love it. On November 14 and 15, people 
in more than 60 cities utilized street theater, 
ATM shutdowns, banner drops, occupations, 
flyering, tabling and various other tactics for 
the National Day of Action Against Coal and 
Coal Finance. 

Our goals with days of action are to mobi- 
lize a new generation of activists into existing 
work (usually, 50-75 percent of people hitting 
the street on days of action are first timers), get 


local media (as opposed to national media) and 
send a message to our targets that a large, for- 
midable, creative movement of people is con- 
fronting their destructive ways. 

Days of action also contribute to the frame- 
work of radical networks acting autonomously 
and independently of more centralized organi- 
zations. This is a growing and effective strategy 
that bewilders our targets. 

Recently, Bank of America executives were 
startled to find out that many of the actions 
taken against them were not organized by 
RAN, but other groups — often without RAN's 
knowledge. That scares them. 

Reportbacks from the Day of Action: 

Miami: RAN and Everglades Earth First! activists 
disrupted Bank of America's energy conference 


continued on page 5 



Protestors occupy Citi. 


Political prisoner or not, inmates are widely known 
to be some of the most horribly treated and forgotten 
people, abused as though they are not human. In a 
nationwide act of solidarity, more than 7,000 prison- 
ers throughout Greece went on hunger strike on No- 
vember 3, to finally fight back for their own rights. A 
dedicated 19 prisoners went so far as to sew their own 
mouths shut. The move to boycott food ended after 18 
days when the inmates won their protest as the Min- 
istry of Justice conceded to a series of requests. This is 
notable for prisoners all over the world. There is hope 
that more inmates will take cue and demand humane 
treatment for themselves, and it's important that 
those of us in radical, active movements who aren't in 
prison do what we can to assist in this cause. 

The hunger strike was enacted to highlight a 45- 
point list of demands. Involving 21 prisons across 
Greece, inmates protested unreasonable living con- 
ditions, such as poor access to basic hygiene and 
sanitation, a reduction of exacerbated sentences, im- 
proper medical care and severe overcrowding. Greece 
has the most over-crowded prisons in Europe, with 
nearly 1 1,000 inmates sardined into jails designed to 
hold slightly more than 7,000 people. Many of these 
prisoners are drug addicts and offenders with no op- 
portunity for rehabilitation services. Detainees wait 
an average of 12 months in pre-trial detention before 
they are able to have their cases heard. 

During the hunger strike, many solidarity actions 
were carried out by anarchists, humanitarians and 
other sympathizers. Greek embassies in many coun- 
tries were targeted, as several mass protest marches 
added to the solidarity movement. 

In response to the prisoners' demands, the Ministry 
agreed to the following: 

1) All persons convicted to a sentence of up to five years 
for any offense, including drug related crimes, can trans- 
form their sentence into a monetary penalty. This will not 
be allowed in die case that the jury decides that the pay- 
ment is not enough to deter die convict from committing 
punishable acts in the future. 

2) The minimum sum for transforming one day of prison 
sentence to monetary penalty is reduced from around 

continued on page 1 1 
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Preparing Our Flam ing Ari 
for the First Stirrings ofSp 


In Winter, it's natural for many of seen in years. New long-term editors should move in 2009 (see page 3). 
us to retreat from the cold into the are being trained over these Winter Earth Firstlers in Asheville, North 
relative warmth of our homes. While months, allowing us to follow through Carolina, have submitted a proposal 
some hibernating may take place, with more projects — like the always to bring the Journal to the heart of the 
this is a perfect time to reflect on the crucial, never satiable fundraising, for southern Appalachians in an effort to 
experiences of the previous seasons instance — to ensure the Journal has a revive the energy of this publication 
while we regroup and re-strategize. long and effective life. (Please consider and make it more accessible to the 
Soon enough, we'll burst back into donating by mailing checks or cash to movement Come to the OC in Feb- 
the world with a renewed zeal and POB3023, Tucson, AZ 85702, or by vis- ruary to hSlp make that decision, 
new projects, as our surroundings be- itingwww.earthfirs1joumal.org.) Also in this issue, you'll find us 

gin to thaw and Spring reveals itself. We're also bringing to you the ques- looking back at some of 2008's trees- 

Similarly, this Winter looks like it tion of whether the Earth First! Journal its, the anti-I-69 campaign, the life 

will be just that sort of opportunity ini' ■ iiiii.. °f 3 * *rfld and beloved Earth Firstler 

for Earth First! Here in Tucson, activ- who has left our circle, and a slew of 

ists are busily preparing for a grand actions that have occurred over the 

Organizers' Conference (OC) and last two months. It is the Journal col- 

Winter Rendezvous that will be held KfBB. r ! lective's hope that our reflection on 

in southern Arizona from February all of this as a movement will put us 

12-16 (see page 16). Likewise, Earth in a better perspective to realize what 

Firstlers all around the US are prepar- |Bjf jS ' ^ l ° t0 ma ^ e 2009 a tru 'Y 

29). Launching from the OC, the road- like nobody’s business and results 

show will snake its way around the US i * that we never could have dreamed of 

until it reaches the Round River Ren- * are realized. Let's make this coming 

dezvous in Cascadia in late June. year one to be celebrated. 

The Earth First ' Journal is also taking So, from the Earth First! Journal to 

this time to come out stronger as the ~ the Earth First! movement, here's 

weather warms up. We are in the pro- | to a productive Winter and an un- 

lective to reach a position we haven't — the Earth First! Journal collective 
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the Earth First! movement, lo- 
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We welcome submissions of ar- 
ticles, letters, poetry and art that 
put the Earth first, aid in healthy 
debate shaping the growth of the 
movement, and advance the cre- 
ation of a world free of speciesism, 
classism, racism, sexism, violence, 
exploitation and oppression. 

Submission deadlines are the 
tenth of every odd-numbered 
month in the calendar year. Ar- 
ticles should be typed or clearly 
printed. We encourage submis- 
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if you would like submissions re- 
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A Proposal to Move the Earth First! Journal 

to Asheville, North Carolina 


by the Asheville Collective X. 

to Move the Journal to Asheville 

The Earth First! Journal needs help. We've 
heard it at the Round River Rendezvous 
(RRR), at the Organizers' Conference, on 
email lists. We've received the letters. We've 
been hearing — and making our own — ideas 
of how and what the Journal can change in 
order to survive as a newspaper. Many of 
these changes are being made, and the col- 
lective is growing and becoming stronger. 

However, can the Journal make all of the 
necessary changes in the atmosphere they 
are in now? The collective has been in Tuc- 
son, Arizona, for nearly eight years. A new 
location can breathe in some new and exhil- 
arated energy, which would reflect into the 
pages of the Journal and onto a movement 
that is searching for positive changes. 

A collective has formed in Asheville, North 
Carolina, that is proposing to host the Journal, 
rather than take over the Journal. The collec- 
tive in Tucson has done a great job of recruit- 
ing current and prospective long-term editors 
from all over the US. It would be silly to 
throw away the results of a few years' worth 
of recruiting, just so an Asheville collective 
can begin recruiting from the same 
places. Instead, this Asheville col- 
lective is proposing to move the 
Journal, current Journal collective 
intact, and host them — i.e., find a 
cheap and 'suitable hbuse/dnafford- 
able and quality printer, a group of 
volunteers to assist with all of the 
tasks that need assistance and basi- 
cally provide all of the things that 
the Journal collective would need in 
any location. Additionally, we are 
committed to orienting the collec- 
tive to their new home and helping 
make the connections that will en- 
sure that the Journal is in as good a 
position as possible. 

With this in mind, since the RRR, 
a group of Asheville activists — experienced 
Earth First! organizers, environmental stud- 
ies students and folks who care a whole lot 
about these mountains — have been research- 
ing what Asheville could offer the Journal 
and what the Journal could offer Asheville. 
Here is what we've come up with. 

These mountains are the oldest mountains 
in the world. The Appalachian Mountain sys- 
tem is also one of the most biologically diverse 
regions in the world. The Great Smoky Moun- 
tains National Park alone harbors more than 
1400 varieties of flowering plants and 100 spe- 
cies of trees; Shenandoah National Park trails 
lead to groves of 300-year-old hemlocks and 
400-year-old white oaks. These forests provide 
habitat for an equally impressive display of 
wildlife, including black bears, northern fly- 
ing squirrels, and many uncommon varieties 
of salamanders. People have survived in these 
hollows (We pronounce them "hollers" here!) for 
hundreds of generations, living off of the food, 
medicine and shelter that the mountains alone 
provide. Even in the shadow of mountaintop 
removal, clearcuts and multi-million-dollar 
gated communities, there are still springs 
that we can drink clean water from, Blood- 
root leaves 12 inches across and slopes too 
steep for any motorized equipment to con- 
quer. These ridges and hollows never leave 
us questioning what we are fighting for. 

Asheville is a destination. It is a transient 
town, but people pile into this city for a 
reason. Even more than the rumored giant 


crystal that 

lies beneath the ' 

city, luring people into 

town, the mountains are truly ^lllj 

what call to people, and the city it- 
self holds a radical history defend- 
ing these mountains. There were 
points where the name "Katuah 
Earth First!" had so much power behind it, 
just the threat of an action would be effec- 
tive. That energy has diffused and been re- 
focused into other projects, like an infoshop 
and a very active Rising Tide group. Bringing 
in a new long-term project with decades of 
history and experience will encourage a new 
group of folks with a new set of skills to be- 
come involved in radical projects, as well as 
get some old-timers back into action. 

It's amazing how folks who have been here 
for years still meet other people who were 
prominent EFIers years ago. Even one of our 
city councilmen was a well known Earth 
Firstler back in the day. 

Having the Journal come to Asheville 
would (and already has) brought some of 




Asheville activists causing a scene downtown on May Day. 

those folks out of the woodwork. People actio 
who haven't talked to each other in years are bit o 
taking out their Journals from 10 years ago its fii 
and laughing about old campaigns. These cafe/ 
folks have offered to help with fundraisers Cafe 
and peripheral support. The movement hasp 
needs their experience, history, stories willii 
and legacy. proje 

Being a very transitional city, it some- mirr< 
times feels like the same projects get started that 
every few years just to die as different, folks Ho 
keep making the same mistakes and start at Tucsc 
the beginning each time. In contrast, the cated 
Journal already has a set collective, *a set nal’s 
way it works, and it knows what it needs Joum, 
to exist. This will help comfort the folks print 
who have seen our community centers for e; 
get evicted, as well as give newer activists beinp 
strong handholds to becoming organizers it's es 

and radicals. mant 

Many folks in North Carolina have previ- the b 

ously put out an issue or two of the Journal as huge 
a member of the collective since it's been in tory, 
Tucson, and have a general idea of how the find t 
collective runs and what publishing a news- Lik 
paper entails. nal tc 

One of the longest-standing radical proj- that 
ects in Asheville was the Asheville Global butw 
Report (AGR), a free weekly newspaper that who 
was nationally distributed and had a large to orj 
volunteer and working base. Although after grour 
seven years the AGR went under due to lack you t 
of funding, it is regaining strength and some tality 
of the people who were integral parts of that fight : 


publication have offered to help with the 
Journal, should it move here. 

Geographically, Asheville is more acces- 
sible than Tucson. It is very much the East 
Coast, but it is closer to St. Louis than Phila- 
delphia, and folks from central and eastern 
North Carolina consider us the West. It is 
northern enough for thousands of Floridians 
to come up to see the leaves change, but it 
is defiantly the South. We have four very dif- 
ferent seasons. It snows enough to remind 
us that the beauty in Winter does exist, but 
Spring comes quickly, so we don't forget 
what sunshine feels like. 

Additionally, Asheville is very much on 
the activist traveling circuit. A large vol- 
ume of travelers pass through our streets, 
each one a potential Journal volunteer. Tuc- 
son only experiences that for a few 
months over the Winter — and even 
then, it's not at the same magnitude 
that Asheville sees. 

Asheville is active. The campaign 
to get Bank of America to divest in 
^ Massey Coal has actions at least 
| once a month. There are constant 
s blockades against the Cliffside and 
| Dominion power plants. The thick 
| wallets of developers keep getting 
| threatened. It would be good for 
I the Journal to be closer to an action- 
| packed region. The Journal should 
I be the media that is publishing 
these actions. Think of it as inspi- 
iy Day. ration for those cooped-up in front 
of the Journal computers. Beyond 
actions like blockades, banner drops and a 
bit of sabotage, Asheville recently opened 
its first worker-owned collective bookstore/ 
cafe/infoshop/event space called Firestorm 
Cafe. It has been extremely successful, and 
has proven that many folks in Asheville are 
willing to commit hard work to long term 
projects. Having the Journal here would 
mirror Firestorm well as a radical space 
that is more project-orientated. 

Housing in Asheville is not as cheap as 
Tucson, but it is manageable. We are dedi- 
cated to finding housing that fits the Jour- 
nal’s needs for equal or less than what the 
Journal is paying now. There is also a local 
printing company that will print the Journal 
for exactly the same price as it is currently 
being printed. Asheville is a small city, and 
it's easy to navigate by foot or bike. It is very 
manageable to live here without a car. With 
the balance of the small-town feel and the 
huge percentage of folks with a radical his- 
tory, both short- and long-termers will easily 
find their niche in this city. 

Like the collective that brought the Jour- 
nal to Tucson in 2001, we cannot guarantee 
that the Journal will do better in Asheville, 
but we can promise a dedicated group of folks 
who have the time, energy and experience 
to organize fundraisers and lay the necessary 
groundwork to support the Journal. We invite 
you to let us show you what southern hospi- 
tality is all about, and what us mountain folk 
fight so dirty for. 


Come to 


kip decide 
whether 
the Journal 
will move. 
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Dear Shit Fer Brains, 

Reading the November- 
December Earth First!, I 
just learned of this won- 
derful womyn warrior, 
"Sali," who she really was, 
and I just cried looking at 
her pictures. 

And I cried more. In 
Cherokee, 1 prayed. Then, 
I cried more. 

She had power. Her spirit 
still does! She was 100 
times the warrior I am. So, 
I honor her memory. 

Let her inspire us all! 
Also, everyone please, be 
careful working in Mexico. 
But "get busy" there, too! 
There is so little time to 
waste. Go Her d.... Do not 
back down. 

— Oso Blanco de Aztlan 


Dear Shit Fer Brains, 

Collective, got the post- 
card. Thanks. Some un- 
requested feedback here 
from me. 

I stopped reading EF!f 
so much when so many 
anonymous names were 
used. To me, this has no 
credibility and should be 
stopped or minimized. I 
know you have to deal 


of propagating dangerous 
and destructive anti-Jewish 
ideas (historically called 
"anti-Semitism”). Organiz- 
ers' consider yourselves 
"called on your shit." 

This is a hard letter to 
write, because so many 
people don't know what 


serious problems with real- 
world Zionism, that's still 
what the word means to 
most Jews. 

So, Lightning is basically 
saying that Palestinians 
should have self-determi- 
nation (which, of course, 
they should), but that Jews 


officei? asks the 
activist to retun 




the author shoul 
have ended the 


sentence, ‘I never 
called him back. ’ 
End of story.” 


anti-Semitism looks like — or 
they assume that, unlike any 
other form of genoddal op- 
pression, it just miraculously 
vanished one day. They for- 
get that all forms of oppres- 


should not. (This assertion 
sketches me out.) 

Then, Lightning refer- 
ences a workshop on "con- 
fronting Zionism in social 
movements." Note that 


sketchy-ass group would 
have made it clear who 
you were dealing with. 

And so, all your back- 
patting aside, you success- 
fully created a space where 
I, as a Jew, would have 
feared for my safety if I'd 
known who was presenting 
there. I believe a 
sarcastic "Mazal 
Tov" is in order. 

Now, there's no 
space here for me 
to go into what 
anti-Semitism 
i looks like, the 

ways it sometimes 
disguises itself as 
. Palestinian soli- 

darity, or how this 
all plays out in re- 
gard to NECDP— 
and the EF!J isn't 
really the forum 
for that, anyway. 
So, instead, let 
me encourage 
everyone to look 
into this on their 
own, just as they hopefully 
would with any other op- 
pression they're not par- 
ticularly familiar with. 

There are some good 
resources floating around 


and I don't have the time 
to read about all of the in- 
justice heaped upon the 
noble indigenous people 
by greedy capitalists. And 
besides, it's hunting season 
in Montana. Time to stalk 
the wiley wapiti. 

Good luck and happy 
trails, 

— Howie Wolke 
(former co-founder) 

Dear Shit Fer Brains, 

I have to say I'm a bit dis- 
mayed at the length of the 
article "FBI Wants Scoop 
on Vegan Potlucks." 

In the first paragraph, 
when the officer asks the 
activist to return his call 
because he needed his help, 
the author should have 
ended the article with the 
sentence, "I never called 
him back." End of story. 

Why in the world would 
you ever call him back, then 
spend 30 minutes chuckling 
with him and his partner 
over coffee?! You are under 
no obligation to speak with 
an officer or an agent, un- 
less subpoenaed, and even 
that is open to debate. 

By sitting down for cof- 


with what you are sent, sion are deeply rooted and the title is not “address- the Internet. fee and a chat, you are 

but I'd encourage writers often manifest as subtle at- ing" — that is, challenging And before someone opening up the door for 

to use real names, and, if titudes and prejudices. Zionism's distortions and writes in saying that the further phone calls and ha- 
rtley won't, then perhaps So, let me start out by destructive currents, grap- confluence couldn’t have rassment. You are letting 

tell them you won't print saying that anti-Jewish pling with its deeply held engaged in anti-Semitism, them know you are willing 

it. There are reasons to be oppression did not dis- statism, etc. — but "con- because it didn't serve to do so in the future. And 

careful, but too much para- appear, that the trauma fronting," as if Zionism is pork, let me point out that you can be sure that any 

noia is a problem. caused by being op- just as valueless as white there's a vast difference be- and every word you say 

I also was somewhat put pressed and murdered for supremacy or patriarchy, tween avoiding any single can and will be used to ma- 

off by all the transgen- thousands of years is still and just as pervasive, food and actually observ- nipulate and misconstrue 

der discussion, etc. I am a very real to Jews, and that Here, we see the old, anti- ing Jewish or Muslim di- your original intention, 

strong supporter of equal social change movements Semitic canard that Jews etary laws. I mean, props My hat is off to the ac- 

rights for all, but not sure need to confront anti- (here, relabeled "Zionists") for making such an effort tivist for finally making 

how this should be such Semitism just as assidu- are a corrupting influence with the kitchen — really, the right decision, but he 

a big deal or appropriate ously as we need to take within leftist movements, But saying that it was for should have known their 

topic in the EF!J. on white supremacy, pa- with tentacles that reach those who kept kosher? offer to begin with. 

Perhaps, I am missing triarchy and all the other to all aspects of society. Don't be condescending. We hear and read too 
something here, but that's baggage this death culture Think I'm exaggerating? — BenPachano many reports of "I was paid 

how I feel based on the has left us with. I would, too, except that a visit today by so-and-so 

info 1 have. The anti-Semitism in the I looked up who gave this ’Dear Shit Fer Brains, and they wanted to know 

Finally, EF!J should try article is subtle. workshop, and it was none Please save the planet about x, y and z." 

to find a way to go fully to First, Lightning says that other than the New England some carbon emissions We need to hear more 
the web, if possible. because the confluence Committee to Defend Pales- and stop sending me the of "I was paid a visit today 

— Daniel Patterson endorsed Palestinian self- tine (NECDP), a group whose Earth First! Journal. by so-and-so, but I have 

determination, it was "ex- literature is awash with Jew- Although I do admit to no idea what they wanted, 

Dear Shit Fer Brains, plicitly anti-Zionist.” ish conspiracy theories and co-founding a group called because I shut the door." 

I don’t really know how I'm not sure what other anti-Semitic tropes, "Earth First!" in April of Remember, without a war- 

to say this, so I’m just go- Lightning's definition of and that endorses the mur- 1980, that outfit bears rant or subpoena, you are 

ing to be blunt: Based on its Zionism is, but, at base, der of any Jew within the ar- little resemblance to the under no legal obligation 

website and last issue's arti- the term simply refers to eas referred to as Israel and current bunch that goes by to speak to anyone, 

cle, I'm forced to conclude the desire for an autono- Palestine. the same name. Although Keep fighting and stay 

that the Northeast Climate mous Jewish homeland. What the fuck, people? I do agree with some of strong! 

Confluence fell into the trap While there are certainly A little research on this your dogmas, life is short —Jake Conroy 
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Shell steps in it again 

Irish and Shell in a Row 


by Veronica 

It's August. It's high noon at low 
tide and the Shell to Sea pirates are 
reclaiming Glengad beach. 

You're not likely to meet a flotilla 
of Irish pirates in any dark alley- 
way, but if you did you, too, would 
consider hauling your monolith 
of a ship back to its cradle. 

They are a group of brave, soli- 
tary buccaneers piloting inflatable 
kayaks, storming out to meet the 
Royal Dutch Shell "marauders" 
head-on in the open seas. It's an- 
other brazen action by citizens 
cum soldiers for the environment. 

Black paint identifies two of the 
kayaks as the James Larkin and 
the fames Connolly— men of Irish 
history, both fierce in their ways. 
The printing is neat, bold. 

"I think the idea was that 
they would have to be named 
in court if the cops lifted them, 
and the judge would be embar- 
rassed," representative Tadhg Me 
Grath said. "Not my idea, I don't 
think it's possible to embarrass 
the Irish judiciary." 

This campaign is visceral. And 
it began as one of those epic ex- 
amples of how to frustrate a cor- 
porate Fafner. This battle has been 


“We take no prisoners. It’s the gang-plank 
for these boys. “ — captain ahab of the rebel crew 



The Rebel Crew rows out to meet the Solitare. 


Shell wants this pipeline— the 
first of its kind— to carry odorless, 
unrefined and volatile gas from 
the Corrib Gas Field, a reserve of 
natural gas off of the west coast 
of County Mayo. The Corrib Gas 
Project is led by Shell. The company 
seeks to bring the gas ashore at Glen- 
gas and pump the unrefined gas in- 
land where it will be cleaned and 
depressurized for sale and export. 

The cleaning terminal, a large 
combustion plant, is a terrifying 
megalith of excessive consump- 
tion. It would require more than 


This would put a total of three 
pipelines (unrefined gas, electric 
cables and an outfall pipe with 
toxic chemicals) through people's 
neighborhoods and villages. 

The valve station is planned for 
Broadhaven Bay, a vital breeding 
and rearing area for dolphins and 
whales. A University College Cork 
research team recorded more than 
220 sightings of seven whale 
and dolphin species, as well as 
sightings of two seal species, in 
Broadhaven Bay and north-west 
Mayo waters. 


Captain Ahab of the Rebel Crew 
states, "It's unacceptable what 
Shell are being allowed to get 
away with here in Mayo. We in- 
tend to plunder Shell's compound 
at Glengad and board the Solitaire 
when she arrives in the Bay. We 
take no prisoners. It's the gang- 
plank for these boys. This envi- 
ronment needs protection from 
these marauders of Shell's." 

These shots are bright, sun- 
washed — Kodachrome and filled 
with action and urgency. They 
contrast with some of the more 
somber images from the cam- 
paign — like hooded activists in 
Dublin switching out street signs 
to commemorate the anniversary 
of Ken Saro Wiwa's murder. 

Other images reveal activist 
Maura Harrington locked in and 
curled up on the front seat of her 
small car for 10 days, engaged in 
a hunger strike until the Solitare 
leaves Broadhaven bay. 

"My name is Maura Harrington. 
I am Principal of Inver Primary 
School, situated beside Broad- 
haven Bay." Harrington began in 
a statement. "I am a native of Erris 
and have spent all my life here. 

"My sense of personal out- 
rage is driven by the primacy of 


furiously-but-quietly raging since 120 megawatts of power to oper- In August, the pirates delivered Place — people come and go in 

April of 2005 when a High Court ate. That's enough electricity to a letter to Shell's giant ship, the nanoseconds; Place endures." 

order prevented local residents power more than 250,000 homes Solitaire, on Donegal Bay. "We For more information, visit 
from obstructing the construction for a year. This power would cohie do not seek confrontation with Youtube.com/shelltosea. 


of a gas pipeline through delicate, 
unstable, boggy land in County 
Mayo, Ireland. 

Two months later, five resi- 
dents from Rossport, in northwest 
County Mayo, were jailed for con- 
tempt of court for refusing to obey 
the aforementioned High Court 
order. The men vowed to stay in 
prison until they received justice. 
The activists, known now as "The 
Rossport Five," were released after 
94 days. Thousands rallied pub- 
licly to support the men. 


from burning off the uncleaned 
gas condensate — full of chemical 
nasties, such as oxides of carbon 
and nitrogen, sulphur dioxide, 
methane and ozone. 

There are nine chimneys, four 
of them approximately 140 feet 
high. They would release carbon 
dioxide and methane equivalent 
to the global warming potential 
of 27,000 dairy cows. 

The route of the pipeline runs 
through a Special Area of Con- 
servation. 


you and your crew, and we feel 
sure that you would not wish to 
go ahead with pipe-laying when 
there are such serious safety is- 
sues unresolved.... Having stated 
these points, we wish to point 
out to you that, should you de- 
cide to go ahead with laying the 
pipeline before the issues are re- 
solved, our experienced marine 
team will attempt to prevent 
you in protection of our liveli- 
hoods, families, communities 
and environment." 
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An activist changes Dublin street signs 


Coal Protestors 
Fight “Dirty” 

Continued from page 1 
at the Key Biscayne Ritz-Carleton. Inside an ex- 
clusive cocktail event, the party crashers used 
a megaphone to make a presentation that out- 
lined the reasons that the dirty bank needs to 
move towards better energy solutions. Before 
security arrived to kick the activists out, the 
group of energy executives assembled into two 
groups, the first curiously watching and listen- 
ing to the activists' presentation, and the sec- 
ond group angrily and aggressively attacking 
the protesters. While holding a banner that 
read, "Captains of Industry: Rise Above Dirty 
Energy!," the group found themselves under at- 
tack by the drunken investors. Conference go- 
ers charged one banner holder, while another 
had a beer poured over his head. Obviously, the 
pressure of foreclosing on people's homes and 
destroying the climate is getting to these guys! 

Charlotte, North Carolina: Activists with Ris- 
ing Tide penetrated Bank of America's head- 
quarters in downtown Charlotte, and unfurled 
a banner inside the lobby that read, "Stop 
Banking on Climate Change. No New Coal." 
Tied to dozens of helium balloons, the banner 
floated to the ceiling of the headquarters. 

New York City: The New York Action Net- 
work and friends "apologized" on behalf of 


Citi at their headquarters in midtown Man- 
hattan for their role in coal finance, the cli- 
mate crisis and the bailout. Activists got into 
the headquarters and attempted to ask CEO 
Vikram Pandit to sign a pledge committing 
to change. They then convened out front to 
hand out a letter from the "Citi family" out- 
lining their new policies (or, how we might 
write them, at least). 

Austin, Texas: A solid crowd of no less than 
40 marched from the state capital building to 
a downtown Bank of America branch, taking 
over a lane of traffic as they went along. Once 
they arrived at the bank, they performed 
street theater and folks dosed bank accounts 
totaling more than $60,000! 

College Park, Maryland: More than 25 stu- 
dents, mostly with Students for a Democratic 
Soriety, formed a blockade outside the Bank 
of America on Route 1, laying down on the 
wet sidewalk and obstructing the entrance 
to protest the bank lending money to coal- 
mining companies. 

Beckley, West Virginia: Coalfield residents 
distributed fliers outside a Citi Financial of- 
fice, informed Citi employees that their em- 
ployer had a major role in destroying their 
communities and handed fliers to customers 
entering the office. 

Washington, DC: Around 30 activists orga- 
nized into eight teams. Three teams took Bank 
of America and the rest took Citi. More than 40 
ATMs in DC, mostly in the heart of downtown 


were shut down with "out of order" signs and 
caution tape. As expected, some bystanders 
got pissed at some of the groups. Much of this 
was done in the middle of the lunch rush, so 
there were lots of opportunities to discuss the 
reasons for the actions with people who had 
their money in Bank of America and Citi. 

San Francisco: More than 30 RAN, 
Greenpeace and Rising Tide activists marched 
through San Francisco's Financial District 
on the "No Coal Tour of Shame," occupy- 
ing Bank of America and Citi branches while 
chanting, singing and coughing-in. The tour 
ended with a protest at California-based 
utility company Pacific Gas and Energy, the 
owner of six coal-fired power plants. 

Boston: Rising Tide Boston set up "green 
coal" marketing tables outside branches of 
Bank of America and Citi to highlight these 
banks' high-risk investments in coal power 
and mining. Emulating the coal industry's 
marketing pitch of "clean coal," activists 
handed out samples of "green coal" while 
informing fellow citizens not to expect green 
coal to be clean, safe or affordable. 

Baltimore: Members of Baltimore Rising 
Tide and Towson University students rallied 
outside a Bank of America branch to educate 
customers and employees about the bank's 
dirty practices. 

For more information on the National Day 
of Action Against Coal and Coal Finance, 
visit www.dirtymoney.org. 
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by Stephanie Sealy 

"[The buffalo are] the dark force of the plain — the living muscle of 
our history. Perhaps no other animal represents so well that richness 
which we once had, and which we so savagely squandered and muti- 
lated." — Rick Bass 

In the frigid morning darkness of February 8, 2008, my partner, 
Arlo, and I awoke for patrol. Donning our warmest clothes, we gath- 
ered with others in the cabin for breakfast, loaded our skis, grabbed 
cameras and radios, scraped snow and ice from the car, and headed 
into the field. Dropping off the Horse Butte ski patrol, I noticed frost 
in Will's beard even before he'd finished putting on his skis. Arlo and 
I then headed to the north bluffs of the banks of the Madison River 
to look for buffalo. As we skied out, a symphony of wildlife played 
across the landscape. We were in the company of ravens, trumpeter 
swans, a moose, elk, coyotes and a small family of buffalo. The Madi- 
son River shimmered below us, embraced by green forests donning 
nature's icy diamonds. 

Unbeknownst to us, it was to be the day of the largest wild buf- 
falo slaughter since the 19th century. Later, as we sat in the warm 
car awaiting the arrival of the afternoon patrol, Frankie's voice came 
through the radio with the bad news. So it began. Fifty-four buffalo 
were captured that day. In the days and weeks that followed, Mon- 
tana and Yellowstone would kill more than 1,600 of America's last 
wild buffalo. 

As the number of dead bison mounted, our hearts sank. We did 
everything in our power to stop the kill, but neither a national news 
story nor a flood of citizen letters, emails and phone calls would 
change the course. Some took matters into their own hands. In late 
February, a man risked his life and freedom by blockading the Horse 
Butte bison trap from a bipod perch. After 15 hours, he was forc- 
ibly removed and arrested. The next day, the Montana Department 
of Livestock (DOL) responded by capturing and killing more than 
30 buffalo. In late March, two courageous women locked down in 
Yellowstone's visitor center to draw national attention. Buffalo activ- 
ists gathered in Helena, Montana's capital, to highlight the massive 
buffalo kill. Hundreds of buffalo headstones were placed on the capi- 
tol lawn, and an "award" was presented to Montana Governor Brian 
Schweitzer and Yellowstone National Parks' Superintendent Suzanne 
Lewis for their leadership in spilling the most buffalo blood since the 
late 1800s. Still, the slaughter continued. 

The war against wild buffalo has been underway since the arrival 
of European settlers. Cattle producers fear that the return of wild 
bison would mean a reduction of subsidized public land grass. Bru- 
cellosis, a European livestock disease brought to North America with 
cattle, provides a convenient excuse to kill migrating bison and con- 
trol wildlife. The bacteria, which hasn't posed a serious threat to 
humans since the advent of pasteurization, can cause cows to abort 
their first calf. Wild bison contracted the disease in the early 20th 
century when park rangers tried to nurse bison calves on domestic 
cattle. They have never transmitted brucellosis back to cattle, yet 
they are continuously killed because the ranchers fear it is possible. 
In Montana, wild bison are not considered wildlife; they are deemed 
an "animal in need of disease control" and fall under the manage- 
ment of the DOL. 

Wild bison who follow their instinct to migrate and their drive to 
survive, are killed each Winter and Spring when they cross — or even 
approach — the ecologically meaningless boundary separating the 
world's first national park and the state of Montana. Bearing witness 
to this war against wild bison, you cannot comprehend it as reality. 
Whether it's a mixed herd of 300 mothers and calves or a lone bull, 
all alarms are sounded at the "threat" of wild buffalo in Montana. 
State police, county sheriffs, Forest Service law enforcement officers, 
national park rangers, Montana game wardens, and deputized Mon- 
tana DOL agents swarm the landscape to chase buffalo from Forest 
Service lands — and even private lands where bison are welcome — us- 
ing helicopters, horses, snowmobiles, all-terrain vehicles and trucks. 
They shoot explosive "cracker rounds" from shotguns to scare the 
animals into running. This harassment — or "hazing" as the agents 
call it — can end up with the buffalo running miles back into Yel- 
lowstone, or with scores being trapped in pens and sent to slaugh- 
ter. Visit the video galleries at www.buffalofieldcampaign.org for a 
glimpse of what this looks like on the ground. 

The Interagency Bison Management Plan drives this madness. 
It's a nefarious plan tailored by the cattle industry with the stated 
purpose of both protecting Montana's brucellosis-free status and 
maintaining a wild, free-roaming population of bison. It fails com- 
pletely on both counts. How the plan fails the buffalo is clear. Even 
with the plan in place, Montana lost its coveted brucellosis-free 
status in 2008 when the disease was discovered in two separate 
cattle herds within a year. The source of the infection is unknown. 
While there is some debate over whether the transmission was 
from another cattle herd or wild elk, it is agreed that bison are not 
to blame. 


In March Schweitzer and Lewis made what they called a "historic 
announcement" about a deal they'd reached with the Church Uni- 
versal and Triumphant (CUT). CUT'S Royal Teton Ranch sits adjacent 
to Yellowstone's northern boundary, in the heart of North America's 
largest wildlife migration corridor. For the past several years, CUT 
has raised cattle on their land. Thousands of wild buffalo have been 
captured inside Yellowstone's boundaries and shipped to slaughter 
for even approaching this land. The big announcement was that the 
government and some misguided nongovernmental organizations 
would pay CUT millions of dollars to sell their cattle and forego 
their grazing rights for 30 years. As part of the deal, up to 25 bi- 
son would have temporary access to portions of the land. But first, 
they would have to endure capture, undergo brucellosis testing, get 
tagged, and — for the pregnant females — suffer the violation of vagi- 
nal telemetry devices. 

Prior to the still-ongoing European invasion, buffalo represented the 
largest mass of land mammals in North America. Those great herds 
have been so diminished that they now occupy less than one percent 
of their former range. Across the US, approximately 500,000 buffalo ex- 
ist in public and private herds. In most of these places, they are fenced, 
unable to migrate, handled, culled and treated like livestock. Yellow- 
stone is the only place where wild bison have an uninterrupted history 
of living in the wild. Yet, with every passing Winter, this wildness is 
eroded, as they find themselves confined within a political fence. If 
current management practices continue, the genetic viability and evo- 
lutionary potential of the wild buffalo could be lost forever. 

However, the pendulum can only swing so far before it swings 
back. Buffalo show us what restoration looks like every time they 
migrate from the park: one foot in front of the other. The voices for 
wild buffalo are growing locally, nationally and globally. Residents 
of Horse Butte, Montana, are petitioning the government to demand 
that wild bison be given sanctuary on the cattle-free peninsula. The 
voices of First Nations are rising again for the buffalo. More scien- 
tific evidence is pointing towards the need to protect the buffalo 
and their historic range. The selfish acts of the livestock industry are 
being shown for what they are. The tides are changing. 

Back at camp on the night the slaughter started, we gathered in the 
main cabin for dinner and our nightly meeting. The fire crackled, as 
wet and frosty clothes hung to dry around the woodstove's perimeter. 
The room was full, the energy heavy. At the beginning of the meeting, 
Clarence shared a thought about the captured buffalo in the trap and 
how it felt like having family members sentenced to death. I looked 
at the stressful question on Jessie's face; she didn't know yet. "Wait, 
Clarence," I said. "Not everyone knows." I looked around the room 
at other bewildered expressions. Busy with all of the work around our 
camp, everyone hadn't heard the news. Slowly, we explained. The 
looks on peoples' faces were enough to break your heart. And yet, 
somehow, we were fortunate. We were together, going through this 
as a family. We suffer with the buffalo, yet it is happening to them. 
Together, we console one another and resolve to never give up — and 
we won't until the buffalo roam free. 

Buffalo Field Campaign runs daily field patrols and stands with the 
buffalo on the ground they choose to be on. We document every action 
made against them and share our footage, photos and experiences with 
the world. Please join us on the front lines. Our greatest need for volunteers 
is between March and May. Room, board, gear and training are provided. 
For more information, contact (406)-646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies.org; 
www.buffalofieldcampaign.org. 



A lone, stoic buffalo — one of the last few 
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Another Act of Resistance to 

Plum Creek by Maine Earth First! 



A beautiful shot before the destruction 


by Team Fiasco 

In a daring act of civil disobedience, 
four women locked their necks together 
at the Land Use Regulatory Commission 
(LURC) office in Augusta, Maine. In mid- 
September, LURC signaled their approval 
for the controversial Concept Plan put 
forth by Plum Creek to rezone a large 
tract of the Moosehead Lake region (see 
EF!J September-October). This plan would 
turn the area, rich in biodiversity, into 
sites for gravel mining, water extraction, 
commercial logging and development for 
resorts for the rich. The women, members 
of Maine Earth First!, refused to leave the 
office until LURC staff could explain why 
they had recommended the approval of 
the plan. 

LURC approved the plan revisions that 
their staff had recommended in a move 
that surprised many who have been watching 
the process closely. Critics noted that LURC 
received more than 1,700 comments oppos- 
ing a resort development at Lily Bay as part of 
the Plum Creek Concept Plan. LURC received 
only she comments in favor of the plan. 

Despite this overwhelming public state- 
ment against the Plum Creek development, 
the commission refused to amend their rec- 
ommendations by removing the Lily Bay 
resort. "The public has spoken on this is- 
sue, and LURC refuses to listen. We want to 


know why they are selling our future," said 
one of the four locked together. 

Many of the groups that intervened in the 
formal Concept Plan review process are ex- 
pected to file appeals to LURC's decision in 
the Maine Superior Court. 

Some of the grounds for these appeals are 
likely to revolve around the flawed process that 
has LURC staff writing changes to Plum Creek's 
plan so that it can be rubber stamped by LURC. 

The staff that is working on tailoring the 
Concept Plan for Plum Creek worked in 
the office occupied by the four women. 

"We aren't leaving until the LURC staff 
who made the recommendations can ad- 
equately justify their actions," said another 
of the women who locked down. 

"Many Mainers believe their process has 
been undemocratic and corrupt.... LURC's 
decision flies in the face of thousands of 
Mainers who have expressed serious con- 
cerns about the Concept Plan." 


After a full day of closing down the De- 
partment of Conservation building, the four 
women were arrested and charged with dis- 
orderly conduct and criminal trespassing. 
They have been arraigned and are currently 
awaiting their next court date. 

Two days following the lockdown, the ar- 
restees and others attended LURC's meeting on 
October 1 in Bangor, Maine, where LURC was 
to present its final version of the plan to Plum 
Creek. Maine Earth First! congratulated LURC 
on yet another job well done with a cake the 
shape of the state of Maine and the question, 
"Would you like to have your cake and eat it, 
too?" LURC ungraciously refused to accept 
Maine Earth Firsti's gift to them. To further ex- 
press their ingratitude, they illegally arrested 
a concerned citizen who accompanied Maine 
Earth First! to express his anger at LURC's ini- 
tial approval of the Plum Creek plan. 

Members of Maine Earth First! are pledging 
continued resistance to the plan as it moves 
forward in the coming months. Maine Earth 
First! is completely dedicated to doing what 
LURC has refused to do: protecting a way of 
life, safeguarding biodiversity, promoting cli- 
mate stability and preserving the culture that 
makes the Moosehead Lake region so unique 
and so wonderful. This is just the beginning! 

Team Fiasco is two women from rural Maine 
who like chopping wood, booty dancing, farm- 
ing, drinking whiskey and fighting to protect the 
North Woods! 


Maine Activists Taoxset Portland Law Pir-m eor. (Lole 

(N COMMODIPVIMG MAIME’S Gft-OUNDWATEA. 

9is zabit 6iTT .4re yard tefiw iol nwoite sniad svizzem fffjtffnv'-f • 


by Storm and Creek 

People from across Maine 
brought trash bags full of empty 
plastic water bottles to the Pierce 
Atwood law firm's office in Port- 
land, Maine, on the morning of 
November 14 to demonstrate 
the physical ramifications of the 
corporate bottling industry on 
Maine's landfills. The law firm 
represents both Nestle Waters 
North America and the Nature 
Conservancy in their water ac- 
quisition projects throughout 
Maine. Nestle, the Nature Con- 
servancy and Pierce Atwood 
share both financial resources 
and leadership in order to pur- 
sue an agenda of commodifying 
Maine's groundwater. 

Young Maine residents and 
their allies gathered in Portland 
to protest against Pierce Atwood's 
role as the legal liaison in the cor- 
porate theft of Maine's water. In 
particular, those gathered were 
concerned about Nestle's contin- 
ued legal action against the peo- 
ple of Fryeburg, Maine, as well as 
the Nature Conservancy's refusal 
to remove commercial water ex- 
traction from the development 
easements attached to the Plum 
Creek development plan for the 
North Woods. 

The town of Fryeburg has been 
battling a Nestle expansion proj- 
ect for more than four years. As 
of October 2008, on four sepa- 
rate occasions, Fryeburg's town 
government has denied Nestle 
the permits necessary for the 
truck-loading station that is 
needed to put another well on- 
line for Nestle's water extraction 
operations. Each time, Nestle 
has appealed the decision and 


brought suit against the people 
of Fryeburg, leaving the com- 
munity struggling with crip- 
pling legal expenses. 

In September, the multina- 
tional corporation filed its fourth 
suit in the Maine Supreme Judi- 
cial Court against the small rural 
town of 3,000 residents. "How 
many times does Fryeburg have 
to say 'No!' for Nestle to respect 
their town's democratic deci- 
sion?" Andy Smith of Waterville, 
Maine asked. 

"This type of legal action is 
not how good neighbors treat 
each other." 

Farther north, the Nature 
Conservancy is expected to take 
control of more than 266,000 
acres through conservation ease- 
ments related to the Plum Creek 
planned development of the 
Moosehead Region. 

Despite numerous concerns 
raised during public hearings by 
those opposed to corporate de- 
velopment of the North Woods, 
commercial water extraction is 
still a possibility in the Nature 
Conservancy's easements. 

"It seems like the Nature Con- 
servancy has really put the 'con' 
into their conservation," says 
Emily Posner of Defending Wa- 
ter for Life. 

"When the average person 
thinks of environmental conser- 
vation, they do not think of the 
North Woods being littered with 
diesel trucks shipping out the 
region's water." 

Pierce Atwood and Nestle 
Water's North America are ma- 
jor contributors. Executives 
from both organizations also 
sit on the Nature Conservancy's 
corporate conservation board. 


Nestle Waters North America — 
a subsidiary of Nestle Societe 
Anonyme (S.A.) — is the largest 
food processing corporation in 
the world. 

Native Forest Network and 
Defending Water for Life remain 
concerned that, without local 
consent and often times with- 
out public input, Nestle is bull- 
dozing its way through Maine's 
long-standing democratic pro- 
cesses in order to commandeer 
the great sand and gravel aqui- 
fers that run throughout Maine; 
the very water that should be 
a resource and common good 
for Maine's future generations 
should not be a source of profits 
for giant corporations. 

This debacle represents an 
emerging world-wide corporate 
water cartel that is steadily and 
deliberately eroding community 
governing practices in their ef- 
forts to commodify the land, 
water, wildlife — even the peo- 
ple — in communities and locali- 
ties throughout the world. This 
type of corporate abuse mirrors 
that which has happened on oil- 
rich lands. 

Canada and the northeastern 
quarter of the US hold a signifi- 
cant percentage of the world's 
fresh water reserves. This assault 
on Fryeburg represents part of 
a developing, dangerous trend 
launched by multinational cor- 
porate enterprises to appropri- 
ate control over ground- and 
surface-water supplies from lo- 
cal communities for markets 
elsewhere. Along with the ac- 
tions of bottled-water outfits 
like Nestle in places like Maine, 
Wisconsin, Michigan, Texas 
and Florida, even greater plans 


are afoot to pipe water from the 
Great Lakes and the Quebec- 
Labrador Peninsula (which is 
largely indigenous territory) 
to provide fresh water for golf 
courses, swimming pools, gated 
communities, lawns and wa- 
ter parks in the Southwestern 
deserts. Such projects will be 
pushed on communities in rela- 
tively water-rich regions under 
the guise of providing water for 
thirsty people in desert com- 
munities — allegedly justifying 
the suspension of people's rights 
to local sovereignty and control 
over their own resources. 

With the coming climate ca- 
tastrophe, water will become 
the most precious of all natural 
resources. It is likely that most 
future human conflicts will arise 
over water rights and dwindling 
water supplies. As many biore- 
gions become warmer and drier 
over time — and with much of 
their existing water supplies 
already compromised by pol- 
lutants and taxed by over-use, 
places like Fryeburg represent 
initial battlefields in the effort to 
protect threatened water supplies 
on local and regional levels. 

If people in places like Frye- 
burg decide that they are able to 
assist less-fortunate communities 
elsewhere that are suffering from 
water shortages, then the deci- 
sions and terms should be dic- 
tated by the people of Fryeburg 
and nobody else. With the un- 
certainties we all face regarding 
the future climate scenarios and 
subsequent human migrations, 
there is no guarantee that places 
like Maine will not also face wa- 
ter shortages in the future. 

Hey, Nestle: Go to Hell! 
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A Yea i irPRev i ew of 2006’s Climbi n g Action s 


BY JF.77.AB RU, 

To form a platform (no pun intended) for 
a climbing discussion at the Organizers' 
Conference (OC), we threw together this 
"year in review" of climbing actions. While 
we know this is not a complete 
list, this serves as a tasty appe- 
tizer to get us started for more 
action in 2009. Much has hap- 
pened in 2008, as far as climbing 
goes; we hope for even more in the 
upcoming year. 

At the end of Summer, we saw the 
long-standing treesit in Berkeley, Cali- 
fornia, get evicted. This brought sadness 
to many of us. In the long run, this sit 
meant a lot to us. It inspired folks to strive 
for radical ecological defense in urban areas 
in a way that we hadn't thought of before. 
Since the transition of Earth First! in the 
mid-1990s into more of a "green anarchist" 
trend that focused more on urban issues, 
we've seen the lingering effects of that mani- 
festing itself across the US. 

What began as an action by a couple of 
folks against unnecessary development, grew 
into a wide-scale action of national interest 
that affected the community in a phenom- 
enal way. Treesitters would race the cops to 
the trees and flee up them to evade arrest. 
Many of the sitters loved how solidarity and 
a sense of community permeated the usual 
environment. Even after the fence was built 
around them, comrades still found ways to 
congregate and send supplies up. As the cops 
cracked down with increased surveillance, 
folks would organize getaway cars for those 
coming down. 

The tactic of urban treesitting was also part 
of the tools used in Santa Cruz, California. 
Activists there erected four tree houses as a 
big "fuck you" to those who want to build 
an animal research laboratory and destroy 
a pristine forest at the University of Califor- 
nia, Santa Cruz campus. One of the notable 
points with this treesit is the combination of 
objecting to animal research while fighting 
for the land. It gives us a true sense of a di- 
versity of tactics. In November, community 
members celebrated the sit's one-year anni- 
versary. 

We also saw a last-minute urban sit erected 
at the state capitol in Salem, Oregon, to raise 
awareness of the attempts to stop the imple- 
mentation of the Western Oregon Plan Revi- 
sions (WOPR). The WOPR would allow the 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to increase 
logging of Oregon lands by 463 percent. Here, 
urban treesitting was used in conjunction with 
a public rally to sway local politics. 


Moving out of the streets and back into 
the trees, we look at the 20-year-plus cam- 
paign in Humboldt County, California, for 
the redwoods. In August, the president and 
chief forester of Humboldt Redwood Com- 
pany paid a face-to-face visit to treesitters 
to announce a promise to protect all old- 
growth trees that are 250 years old or more. 

This is the same forest that EF!er David 
"Gypsy" Chain lost his life in 10 
years ago. 



going up! here we have a common plywood platform 


This is an amazing victory for us all. The 
Humboldt redwood forests are a part of the 
California Floristic Province (CFP). Home to 
an enormous amount of endemic species, 
the CFP has been on the radar of eco-radi- 
cals for many years. It was mentioned in Do 
or Die as one of the western hotspots to de- 
fend. As climbers win campaigns like this, 
we grow one step closer to protecting the 
world's biodiversity. 

Although it was evicted early this year, 
the Bear Mountain treesit was a great act of 
resistance to development. This sit not only 
comprised four platforms, it also included a 
tripod that had been erected over a threat- 
ened cave. In conjunction with the climbing 
techniques, another important element was 
the tactic of blockading the entrance to the 
forest with logs and large stones. A trench 
tlie entire size of the road was also dug. 

The rebellious atmosphere of the Bear 
Mountain camp provided a setting for many 
public rallies. The campers also forced away 
public surveyors. Removing survey stakes 
and ribbons became a way of life. This type 
of action in the forest had been lacking since 
forest defense in Oregon was at its peak. Let's 
all take note of these tactics and implement 
them the next time we get our platforms off 
of the ground. 

One of the most creative Climbing actions 
of 2008 was performed by Blue Ridge Earth 
First!. During a four-womyn lockdown out- 
side of Dominion Power's proposed power 


plant in West Virginia's Wise County, they 
"topped it off" with a fifth persyn dangling 
over a footbridge above. A climber was an- 
chored into a center barrel, displaying a 
unique use of urban climbing in combina- 
tion with a lockdown. 

Some of the things that were learned from 
this action were how much attention is given 
to climbers by cops and the media. One Blue 
Ridge EF!er was quoted as saying the climber 
was viewed as reckless and received an un- 
usual amount of attention from the action. 
A question that comes to mind is why does 
the public view us as reckless and inexperi- 
enced? Perhaps, it is due to a lack of fa- 
miliarity with climbing actions. 
Maybe we should give them 
more actions to show how ex- 
perienced we are. 

Part of the post-Round River 
Rendezvous action was anoth- 
er awesome urban climbing ad- 
venture. Two womyn climbed the 
flagpoles outside of the American 
Municipal Coal office in Columbus, 
Ohio, protesting the proposed con- 
struction of new coal plants in Meigs 
County, Ohio. The boys in blue were defi- 
nitely thrown off by this action. It provided 
an awesome media spectacle, too, as one 
of the climbers had a lengthy sound bite 
on the evening news! The climbing action 
coincided with an in-office demonstration 
and lockdown before things escalated into a 
mini-riot that day. 

More often than not, people complain 
about how little action there is within 
the current Earth First! movement. While 
compared to some past eras, that is tfue. 
However, overall, there is a fair amount of 
action occurring in our movement. This 
year in review of climbing actions clearly 
shows us that! 

For insight on the Indiana treesit village, 
Camp B-Rad, see "The Low Down on What 
was Up With the Anti-I-69 Treesit" on the 
following page. 

With that being said, we do need to step it 
up. The scumbags we're fighting are not let- 
ting up in the slightest. The climbing actions 
we perform are merely one tactic in the toolbox 
that's at the disposal of each campaign. Com- 
bined with other actions and an increase in the 
frequency of action in general, we will undoubt- 
edly move closer to realizing our goals. 

At this Winter's OC, we hope to have a 
climber's caucus to discuss the ins and outs 
(or, should we say "ups and downs") of in- 
corporating climbing skills into our actions 
more frequently and successfully. If this 
sounds like your fancy, climb aboard! 





Knock knock. Who's there? Block. Block who? Blockade! 
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on What was Up 


by Nighttime Climbers 

In May, some of the folks re- 
sisting Interstate-69 (1-69) put 
up a treesit in the way of the 
construction of an onramp at 
the far end of 2008's projected 
construction zone. The effort 
wasn't necessarily based on 
consensus. While there was a 
long-term discussion within 
Roadblock Earth First! around 
building momentum for land 
defense, the treesit happened 
because a specific affinity group 
decided to make it happen. 

From late May until late June, 
the treesit was a major focus of 
the campaign. Dozens of people 
stayed there, either in one of 
the three platforms or support- 
ing on the ground. The eviction, 
which led to eight arrests, cata- 
lyzed maybe a dozen separate 
solidarity actions, ranging from 
small-group retaliatory attacks 
to a 100-person emergency torch 
march in Bloomington, Indiana, 
with quite a few outburts in be- 
tween. In fact, the repression 
against the treesit was, for many 
people, more empowering than 
the treesit itself (keeping in mind 
the high costs, emotionally and 
otherwise, of the eight arrests 
during the eviction). 

At the same time, the treesit 
raised a number of problems 
and questions that were never 
resolved. These included issues 
of power and decision-making, 
the inability to push beyond 
a narrow civil disobedience 
framework, and doubts about 
whether treesitting was genu- 
inely strategic to our campaign 
or if it was simply a desire to 
preserve an EF! tradition. 



Toothwort, an Indiana favorite 


Technical Notes and 
Dunk'em Donuts 

The treesits in Indiana consisted 
of two "dunk'em" platforms and 
a donut, with a steady stream of 
people living on the ground who 
were slowly building a permanent 
groundcamp. Altogether, the oc- 
cupation site was named B-rad 
Camp, in memory of Brad Will. 


The sits were set up in a patch 
of trees between the proposed 
on-ramp and the future highway 
proper. The occupation was ini- 
tiated after some of the logging 
had already happened, which was 
one of the reasons the dunk'em 
model was used. Dunk'em refers 
to the fact that the two primary 
treesits were not anchored at any 
static point to trees. Rather, the 
support lines ran through pulleys 
clipped onto the tree above the 
platforms and all the way out to 
already-cut logs on the ground. 
The slash piles of cut trees that 
were the ultimate anchor points 
for the platforms made a kind of 
pick-up sticks game, so that any 
disturbance of already-downed- 
lumber in the right-of-way of 
the on-ramp would drop one or 
both of the treesitters. 

Three weeks after the initial 
set-up, a wrap-around "donut" 
platform was added to the mix. 
This donut was anchored more 
conventionally, meaning (in this 
case) that it wasn't directly in 
the way of construction. It was 
intended to create more hang- 
out space for the treesitters, to 
add potential room for sleeping 
in the trees and allow a larger 
reserve of supplies should police 
remove ground support from the 
area (which didn't end up be- 
ing an issue, since cherry pick- 
ers were brought in the same 
day that ground-support people 
were arrested). 

The dunk'ems, with their 
four support lines, ultimately 
did do a lot to limit the points 
of approach for cherry pickers 
and other extraction methods. 
Should there have been even 
more ground obstacles, it would 
have been nearly impossible to 
get close enough for an eviction 
without huge amounts of care- 
ful clearing work. As it was, the 
police only found one small, 
precarious approach for their 
vehicles. In any case, given our 
shorter and straight Midwestern 
trees, there are just basic limits to 
how unevictable we can be. This 
should be accounted for in how 
we strategize for land defense. 

Strategic Reflection 

We want to emphasize that 
people can get together and orga- 
nize things that are worth doing. 
When approaching a campaign, 
people should talk about strategy 
while choosing tactics. In hind- 
sight, that didn't happen enough 
with the treesit. Actions should 
lead to and encourage more ac- 
tions. Actions should be empow- 
ering and informative, leading to 
more effective things in the future. 
The fact that people are discour- 
aged means that serious questions 
need to be raised about what deci- 
sions were made regarding actions 
during this time. People were 
stretched too thin; the campaign 


was waged on too many fronts. 
Not enough emphasis was put on 
any one approach. 

One point that our recent ex- 
periences have emphasized again 
and again is the importance of 
strategizing and acting in your 
home locality. All of the litera- 
ture and consultas put together 
by the campaign didn't do nearly 
enough to empower and educate 
people from distant places to un- 
dertake their own projects — land 
defense or otherwise — in Indi- 
ana. So, it's important to have a 
strong, local (or, dare we say, bio- 
regional) base for your thoughts 
and activities. 

While the fact that the treesit 
was initially set-up on an affinity- 
group model illustrated the kind 
of movement we want — where 
many people feel empowered 
to act and contribute to a wider 
effort in their own way — it also 
undermined wider strategic dis- 
cussions. One easy fix would 
have been to place a stronger 
emphasis on the treesit-rigging 
affinity group of absolutely guar- 
anteeing the minimum logistics 
of the treesit. While a lot of plan- 
ning went into the longer-term 
support for the occupation, oth- 
ers who had separate projects 
and had been involved in wider 
discussions of other tactics were 
invariably drawn into the day- 
to-day maintenance of the sit. 

Beyond questions of logis- 
tics, nearly everyone involved 
seemed to have much bigger 
dreams than a simple treesit. 
The two or three platforms were 
intended as a starting point for 
autonomous zones and as a tool 
for generalizing the struggle in 
multiple ways: to create a space 
for interactions between local 
residents opposed to the high- 
way and eco-anarchist forest 
defenders, as a foundation for 
creating a larger liberated space 
in the way of the on-ramp, and 
as a jumping-off point for the 
spread of direct-action camps up 
and down I-69's route as a model 
that others could copy. 

In any case, none of these 
dreams fully came through. 
While some local folks came 
to hang-out, the subcultural 
elements of B-Rad Camp re- 
mained at the fore, not neces- 
sarily a terrible thing. In fact, 
the strong and sometimes ex- 
clusive culture that develops 
at treesits might be a natural 
consequence of the tactic and is 
sometimes quite positive. Think 
of the many long-time bonds 
formed within our movements 
by people who've lived together 
in the trees to defend them. At 
the same time, though, not too 
many people ever ended up liv- 
ing together in these southern 
Indiana trees, since the larger 
tree village failed to materialize. 
Part of the reason for this might 


be a lack of sufficient num- 
bers. Another might be that the 
climbing methods used were 
too exclusive, and that many 
ground-support people never 
felt empowered enough to leave 
the ground and start living in 
the trees. Resources for this were 
lacking, as well. 

Finally, other camps were set 
up during the Summer, though 
none were directly in the route. 
A huge obstacle to the spread 
of the camps was the fact that 
sympathetic local landowners 
who might have lent land to 
us faced systematic threats by 
the FBI. Also, we obviously had 
unrealistic expectations of the 
wider movement. Unfortunate- 
ly, there aren't that many affin- 
ity groups just hanging around 
the Midwest waiting to set up 
additional treesits and camps. 
On the other hand, if we can 
rebuild momentum in the fu- 
ture, there are now dozens more 
people who had a first taste of 
land defense in the Midwest in 
2008, and who might be itching 
to take their own initiatives in 
the future. 



Wild ginger for wild folks 


In the end, we feel encouraged 
by our experiences in Indiana 
this Summer. It's through these 
smaller efforts and gigantic 
dreams that we can collectively 
develop the skills and networks 
to eventually stop projects as 
big as 1-69. Technical experi- 
ments in treesit design were 
undertaken, leading to at least 
small improvements in previous 
models. At the same time, many 
lessons in ground support and 
community organizing were 
learned the hard way, by run- 
ning up against rough realities. 
With just as much confidence as 
we had a year ago, but, perhaps, 
with a little more knowledge, 
we can say that we'll be seeing 
some of you in the trees some- 
time soon. 

For more information on the 
anti-I-69 campaign, contact 
roadbIockef@yahoo.com; stopi69. 
wordpress.com. 

Disclaimer: this article is a re- 
flection from those involved with 
the treesit and not a statement from 
the overall anti-I-69 campaign. 
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9 This Repression is Whack. 


by Still Poppin' 

SHACtivists have been very busy. The "No- 
vartis Knockdown" Day of Action and Scary 
Science Week were both hits for Stop Hunt- 
ingdon Animal Cruelty (SHAC). House raids 
have been steady for some SHAC’ers. Still, 
despite the repression, solidarity actions from 
more clandestine groups are still poppin'. 

On October 14, two activists had their in- 
formation taken while doing a banner drop 
in Hampshire. They were just outside the ex- 
clusion zone of Ciba Vision, a subsidiary of 
Novartis. Later that week, on October 17, 25 
cops arrived at the home where the two activ- 
ists they took information from were staying. 
The two were arrested and charged with crim- 
inal damage and conspiracy to blackmail. 

Cops are attempting to link these activists 
to prior acts of vandalism against the man- 
ager of a Huntingdon Life Sciences (HLS) cli- 
ent. They are claiming that the activists had 
used spraypaint to make the banner, and that 
spray paint had been used in other actions 
against HLS targets previously. Their clothes 
were also confiscated for forensic testing. 
This was the third time that the house had 
been raided in the past year. 

Late in October, the managing director 
of Goldman Sachs was paid a special visit. 
Members of the Animal Rights Militia tricked 
his car out a little bit. Some new graphics 
were added with paint stripper and, instead 
of new rims, folks decided to just slash all of 
his tires. 

An important scumbag at the New York 
Stock Exchange (NYSE) Euronext was in- 
cluded in the festivities. His two motorcycles 
received a paint touch up and tire slashing, 
and his walls and doors were splattered with 
a special blood-colored paint. Since so many 
friends came to visit, his garden was also re- 
arranged — just a special hook-up action. Nu- 
merous Barclays banks across the UK were 
visited by the Animal Liberation Front and 
friends. Many had their ATMs glued and al- 
tered in different ways. Some select locations 
received a free, blood-red paint job. 

SHAC'S Scary Science Week took place in 
the week leading up to Halloween. Actions 
sprouted up on three continents in more 


than eight countries, leading to more than 
50 protests. The Philadelphia Animal De- 
fense League made its debut during the week, 
holding an action at Glaxo SmithKline. Oth- 
er actions were taken against HLS in the UK, 
Holland, Ireland, Italy, Sweden, Switzerland, 
Chile and Israel. Additional HLS supporters 
that received visits were Abbott Labs, Ar- 
rowmight Biosciences, AstraZenica, Barclays, 



Another day spent in a laboratory is too long. 


Bristol Myers Squibb, Ciba Vision, HLS, No- 
vartis, NYSE Euronext, Phenomonex, Propath, 
Sandoz, Sanofi Aventis, Syngenta and Teva. 

One supplier that deserves special recogni- 
tion is Novartis. They were special enough 
to receive their own event, "Novartis Knock- 
down." Nine groups paid visits to Novartis. 
There was even a double-banner drop — at 
8:30 a.m. and at 5 p.m. — in Hampshire, out- 
side of Ciba Vision, despite house raids ear- 
lier in The month directly related ' to banner' b 
drops in the same area. ' . ^ - 

SHAC has been the target of repression 
for many government campaigns, such as 
Operation Backfire, the SHAC 7 case in the 
US (see EF!J November-December 2006) and 
Operation Achelies in the UK (see EF!J July- 
August 2007). The disturbing commonality 
in all of this is the internationally growing 
trend of putting the heat on legal animal 
rights protestors. 


The heightened repression in California 
has been one of the most appalling examples 
of them all. In late September, Bill 2296 was 
passed, aimed at distinguishing the efforts of 
above-ground animal rights activists in or- 
der to secure resources to stop them. 

The bill calls for professors' "academic 
freedoms," defined as the protection of 
"the lawful performance, dissemination or 
publication of academic research or instruc- 
tion." The bill creates new misdemeanors 
prohibiting any persyn from publishing 
information describing or depicting an aca- 
demic researcher, their immediate family or 
the location of an academic researcher. The 
intention of this bill is to give more protec- 
tion to professors who make a living off of 
exploiting animals through useless animal 
experimentation. The bill also creates a new 
misdemeanor trespass law, making it illegal 
for any persyn to enter the residential prop- 
erty of an academic researcher for the pur- 
pose of disparaging, preventing the exercise 
of, or interfering with the researcher's aca- 
demic freedom. 

In the fight against University of Cali- 
fornia vivisection, one womyn, Pamela 
Ferdin, was recently convicted of con- 
tempt of court for violating an injunction 
against University of Los Angeles research- 
ers' homes. 

Many say that this increased repression 
against above-ground actions does noth- 
ing but increase clandestine activism. In 
response to the third house raid in the UK, 
activists followed a Ciba Vision employee 
home, stripped the paint from her car and 
slashed its tires. In California, a vivsector 
had his home and vehicle windows smashed, 
and the paint scratched, mocking Assembly 
Efrft 2296 ?‘Tj novig zavt brrc ,zioubciq Ism 
‘‘"Mme of these lessons are new. Repression 
always hits above-ground organizers first. 
Besides, laws don't affect outlaws who work 
for liberation rather than money. SHAC'ers 
have sent numerous strong messages, stat- 
ing, "No justice, just us! Smash HLS!” As re- 
pression against activists continues, so does 
vivisection. So, until murder in the name 
of research ends, activists will continue to 
fight dirty! 


Snbwiih ©i n Toy’ll Alt' Yoh 


by Veronica 

Philosopher Thomas Hobbes posed two starkly different options 
for society: submit to an unaccountable sovereign, or we will de- 
scend into our “natural" state — which is civil war (more or less), 
where all we can expect is chaos and violent deaths. 

This governance would ostensibly save us from ourselves. This 
"sovereign" would, among other rights, have the unquestioning 
obeisance of its subjects in order to maintain order and a civi- 
lized society. 

Most might not be conscious of this treatise more than 300 years 
after it was written, but most western societies' conscience, anger 
and sense of self-value have shriveled under similar claims from the 
mass media. 

Vote. Participate in the one familiar way you know. Cower under 
your living-room furniture while, night after night, broadcasts of 
street crimes, "domestic terrorism" and plagues of meth-mad per- 
verts who stalk your children work their way into a near reverence 
for stronger government. More police. More riot gear. They will pro- 
tect us from us. 

But what happens when the Leviathan is the one inviting chaos 
and disorder — when the man, the machine or the monster brings 
violence to the peaceful and the righteous? 

What happens when the powers protect the killers and punish 
the just? 

The British government's attempts to smash the animal rights 
movement, the anarchists and the eco-warriors have been well 
catalogued. 

On November 14, activists staged a legal demonstration against 
Ciba Vision, a subsidiary of Novartis, from an overpass near Ciba's 
compound near Southampton, Hampshire, England. Ciba is a client 
of Huntington Life Sciences (HLS), the contract laboratory that pun- 
ishes and kills 500 animals daily in their institutions. The activists 


were not arrested. They were only questioned by police for a possible 
court summons. 

Shit turned ugly, however, days later when the cops kicked down 
the door at the activists' home. Twenty-five police showed up to ar- 
rest two activists for criminal damage and conspiracy to blackmail 
because — get this — spray paint had been used in the banner, and 
spray paint had been used in other actions against HLS. 

An activist who was involved said, "It's as though police think 
we're the only ones in Hampshire with spray cans." 

This was the third time this same household had been raided in 
the past year. A total of six computers, three printers and ten mobile 
phones have been taken from this household during these raids. 

Stateside and internationally, these examples illustrate how gov- 
ernmental force is being used to try to upset the balance and rights 
of peaceful activists. 

Last year, a private animal sanctuary in Kent, England, was raided 
during an animal rights gathering. Police were not admitted onto 
the property and stormed off to gather warrants. 

The Freshfields Animal Rescue Center, in Ince Blundell, Mersey- 
side, England, was among the addresses across England that were 
targeted in a raid of almost 30 United Kingdom addresses by a police 
force of 700. Freshfields has been taking in unwanted animals from 
across the region for more than 25 years. 

This is not news. The familiar sentiment has been echoing through 
the hallways of history for decades. 

For an illustration, let's look at a historical account. Webster Thayer 
is not a famous man. He was the judge presiding over the unpopular 
murder trial of two anarchists, Ferninando Sacco and Bartolomeo 
Vanzetti. Of the trial, Mr. Thayer said: "This man, though he may 
not have actually committed the crime attributed to him, is nev- 
ertheless morally culpable, because he is the enemy of our existing 
institutions." 

- • 

That's right. If you don't like their ways, you go to prison. 
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hunter’s 
in Spain on the 
anniversary of 
the date that 
Horne, "gave 
his life" for animal rights. 

The Frente Liberacion Animal in 
Spain writes, "We continue his 
fight through direct action." 

The Frente Liberacion Animal 
de Mexico (FLAM) also released 
statements about actions done 
in honor of Horne. 

Various autonomous animal 
liberation groups in Mexico com- 
mitted a series of actions, such as 
releasing eight hens back to free- 
dom. FLAM acted in their usual 
fashion, attacking fast food com- 
panies and painting slogans. 

The communique from a No- 
vember 6 action stated that Mo- 
lotov cocktails were launched at 
"strategic points" of a Burger King 
franchise. The same communi- 
que read, "Fighters like Barry are 
remembered as they would like 
to be remembered, bringing war 
without mercy to the exploiters 
and capitalists." 

Other groups around Mexico 
City and in other places around 
the world carried out actions this 
November 5 in Home's honor. 
They sent a message that strong 
animal liberation solidarity will 
be coupled with the destruction 
of property belonging to those 
who are to be held responsible. 


by Olive 

Even before he went to prison, 
jailed while awaiting sentenc- 
ing, animal rights activist Barry 
Horne was on hunger strike. In 
1997, during the first year of his 
18-year sentence, Horne — who 
passed away in 2001 — commit- 
ted himself to two intense hunger 
strikes. The first began in January 
1997 and lasted 35 days. 

The second began in August 
of the same year and lasted 46 
days. Each time that Horne was 
willing to starve himself to de- 
mand the British Government's 
withdrawal of support for ani- 
mal testing, there was an in- 
crease in animal-rights activism 
to support him and the whole 
movement. Horne had gone to 
prison for planting incendiary 
devices in stores that sold ani- 
mal products, and was given the 
longest sentence to date for an 
animal liberationist. 

Horne became interested in 
animal rights in 1987 at the age 
of 35, after watching videos of 
animal testing. Soon after, he 
became active in animal raids 
and release actions. 

In 1988, he was a part of a 
campaign to rescue a dolphin 
named Rocky, who had been 
held captive for 20 years in a 
small concrete pool. Due to 
the amount of money that had 


to be raised to free Rocky from 
his prison pool (a whopping 
$240,000), it seems understand- 
able that Horne's next rescue was 
an illegal raid. 

On March 17, 1990, Horne's 
37th birthday, he helped 82 
beagles and 26 rabbits to a new 
life void of torture and labora- 
tory testing. "He had a kind and 
gentle heart, but also a burning 
sense of rage towards bullies — be 
they racists or animal abusers," 
stated a friend of Barry's who 
was with him the night of the 
St. Patrick's Day raid. 

Horne became more militant 
as the years went by, eventually 
working as a one-person opera- 
tion. "Few activists were willing 
to plant incendiary devices, and 
Horne was known to be one of 
the hardcore who would," said 
Keith Mann, a fellow animal 
rights activist friend and author 
of From Dusk till Dawn, An Insid- 
er's View of the Growth of the Ani- 
mal Liberation Movement. 

With each hunger strike, Home 
committed himself to specific de- 
mands, such as calling for an end 
to vivisection research in the UK. 
The second-longest strike ended 
when the British government 
agreed to formally talk with the 
animal rights activists in 1997. 
The longest strike began on Oc- 
tober 6, 1998, and lasted for more 
than two months. After 68 days 


without eating, Horne's body 
was severely affected by the com- 
bined toll of his strikes. Horne's 
actions brought the issue of ani- 
mal testing to the forefront of 
British politics, as images of his 
fading health made headlines 
and activists around the world 
made threats to act more defi- 
antly. The British government 
made some effort to communi- 
cate with Home and his support- 
ers throughout the hunger strikes 
and hospitalizations, making it 
appear that changes would be 
made. However, after numerous 
negotiations, the government 
officials involved never followed 
through with anything tangible. 

Home died of liver failure on 
November 5, 2001, 15 days into 
his final hunger strike. Over the 
course of his three major hunger 
strikes. Home's body became in- 
tensely affected and unable to re- 
cover. Mann noted that at the end 
of Home's 68-day strike, Home 
was "never the same again." 

"His actions generated world- 
wide publicity and initiated a 
huge upsurge in animal libera- 
tion activity, the effects cf which 
are still being felt today," states 
a website attributed to Home 
(www.barryhorne.org). Seven 
years after Horne's death, ac- 
tions continue to be made in 
his honor. On November 5, a 
wild boar was released from a 
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HUNGER STRIKE ENDS 


Continued from page 1 
$13 to around $4, with the provision of being re- 
duced to around $1.50 by decision of the jury. 

3) All people who have served one-fifth of their 
prison sentence for two-year sentences and one- 
third for sentences longer than two years are to be 
released, with no exceptions. 

4) The minimum limit of served sentence is re- 
duced to three-fifths for conditional release and for 
convicts of drug related crimes. Those condemned 
under conditions of certain laws are exempted. 

5) The maximum limit of pre-trial imprisonment 
is reduced from 18 to 12 months, with the exception 
of crimes punished by life or 20-year sentences. 

6) The annual time of days-off prison is in- 
creased by one day. 

7) Disciplinary penalties are to be integrated. 

8) Integration after four years into national law 
of European council decision of drug trafficking. 

9) Expansion of implementation of conditional 
release of convicts suffering from AIDS, kidney 
failure, persistent Tuberculosis and tetraplegics. 

"The amendment submitted to the Parlia- 
ment by the Ministry of Justice tackles but a 
few of our demands," said the Prisoner's Com- 
mittee in a press release. "The minister ought 
to materialize his promises for the immediate 
release of the suggested number of prisoners 
announced, and, at the same time, implement 
concrete measures regarding the totality of the 


demands. We, the prisoners, treat this amend- 
ment as the first step, a result of our struggle 
and of the solidarity shown by society. Yet, 
it fails to cover us, it fails to solve our prob- 
lems. With our struggle, we have first-of-all 
fought for our dignity — and this dignity we 
can not offer as a present to no minister, to 
no screw. We shall tolerate no arbitrary facts, 
no vengeful relocation, no terrorizing disci- 
plinary act. We are standing, and we shall re- 
main standing. 

"We demand from the parliament to move 
towards a complete abolition of the limit of 
four-fifths of served sentence, the abolition 
for accumulated time for disciplinary pen- 
alties, the expansion of beneficial arrange- 
ments regarding days-off, and conditional 
releases for all categories of prisoners," con- 
tinued the Prisoner's Committee. 

"Moreover, we demand the immediate legis- 
lation on the presently vague promises of the 
minister of justice regarding the improvement 
of prison conditions (abolition of juvenile 
prisons, foundation of therapeutic centers for 
drug dependants, implementation of social la- 
bor in exchange for prison sentences, upgrad- 
ing of hospital care of prisoners, incorporation 
of European legislation favorable to the pris- 
oners in Greek law, etc.). "Finally, we offer our 
thanks to the solidarity movement, to every 



I the strike was enacted to 

a 45-point list of demands. 


component, 
party, medium 
and militant 
who stood by 
us with all and 
any mean 
of his or her 
choice, and 
we want to 
clare that our 
struggle against 
these human 
refuse dumps 
and for the 
tory of all of 
our demands 
continues." 

As these pris- 
oners have demonstrated, when people 
pull together, the authorities must listen. 
All we can do now is wait for proof that the 
ministry will keep it's end of the bargain. 
One has to wonder about all of the things 
that could be accomplished if enough of us 
made ourselves heard as loud and clear as 
these prisoners have done. 

James likes to give props to folks who kick 
ass and get the job done. She also likes to 
think of herself as one of those people, but 
she would never say as much. 
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Supreme Court to Whales: Drop Dead 

On November 12, the Supreme Court lifted re- 
strictions on the Navy's use of sonar in training 
exercises off of the California coast. Studies by 
environmental groups had persuaded lower fed- 
eral courts to impose the restrictions. Sonar has 
been linked to beached whales, internal bleeding 
around marine mammals' brains and ears, and 
other physical damage. 

Chief Justice John Roberts wrote the major- 
ity opinion, which was joined by Justices Sam- 
uel Alito, Anthony Kenney, Antonin Scalia and 

Clarence Thomas. 

In the dissenting opinion, Justices Ruth Bader Ginsburg and Da- 
vid Souter said that the prospect of harm to marine animals was 
enough to justify the limits on sonar use. Ginsburg said that "this 
likely harm... cannot be lightly dismissed, even in the face of alleged 
risk to the effectiveness of the Navy's 14 training exercises." 

Politics Overrules Biologists in Wolverine Decision 

A recent federal decision refusing to protect wolverines was reached 
in September, despite scientific findings by the United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service experts. Documents obtained using the Freedom of 
Information Act revealed that Washington officials reversed a deci- 
sion protecting the wolverine, a wide-ranging and rare member of 
the weasel family that is associated with wild, remote alpine areas. 
According to experts, wolverines are at direct risk from climate change 
because they depend on areas that maintain deep snow from February 
through May, when females dig their dens to birth and raise young. 

Wolverines are also threatened by trapping, human disturbance 
and fragmentation of their habitat. 

We Hold Its Value to be Self-Evident 

Ecuador approved a new constitution on September 28 
that, among other things, grants inalienable rights to na- 
ture and will grant legal standing to any person to defend those 
rights in court. It is the first such inclusion in any nation's 
constitution. 

The document reads, "Nature, ...where life is reproduced and ex- 
ists, has the right to exist, persist, maintain and regenerate its vital 
cycles, structure, functions and its processes in evolution. Every per- 
son, people, community or nationality wil 1 be able to demand the 
recognition of rights for nature before the public bodies." 

It remains unclear what this law will mean in practice. 

Proposition Two Passes in California 

Proposition Two, a landmark measure that bans three of the cruel- 
est factory farm confinement systems — battery cages, veal crates and 
gestation crates — passed on November 4 in California by a vote of 
more than 60 percent. All three will be illegal in the state by 2015. 

California is the first state to ban battery cages for laying hens, 
who, by 2015, will finally have enough room to spread a wing. 

However, the debate continues about this historic vote. This 
new law will alleviate some of the suffering of millions of an- 
imals in factory farms, though some in the animal protection 
community feel that it may simply lead to Californians feeling 
better about eating animals. 

ELF Press Office Releases Challenge to the 
New Obama Administration 

The North American Earth Liberation Front Press Office (NAELFPO) 
has returned as the public face and voice of the Earth Liberation Front 
(ELF) movement. In one of their first acts, they released an ultimatum 
from the ELF to the incoming president. 

"The United States government has refused to sign the Kyoto Pro- 
tocol, refused to permanently protect the Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge, refused to stop the logging of national forests.... We have 
one message for the Obama administration: Act to protect the envi- 
ronment, or the ELF will," a NAELFPO press officer stated. 

Raccoon Dogs Used for "Faux Fur" 

An investigation shows that 80 percent of jackets labeled as "faux 
fur" contain the fur of the raccoon dog, according to a report re- 
leased by the Humane Society of the United States and CNN. 

Law prohibits the import or sale of dog and cat fur, though dog 
and cat fur come into the US through illegal channels. A legal loop- 
hole does not protect raccoon dogs, though they are members of the 
canine family. 

The dogs are beaten and often skinned alive for their fur, accord- 
ing to investigations and video obtained by animal rights groups. 
Recently, 1,500 dogs who were bred for their fur died after eating 
feed tainted with the chemical, melamine. 


US law does not require products that contain fur to be labeled if 
they are valued at less than $150. 

Whalers and Protesters at Risk in New Zealand 

New Zealand will not be able to quickly rescue anyone who gets 
lost or hurt if or when clashes empt between animal rights activists 
and Japanese whalers off of the north Antarctic coast, Foreign Minis- 
ter Murray McCully reported. He stated that, "New Zealand will not 
be able to deal quickly with incidents where someone is required to 
be rescued." 

The whaling fleet left Japan in November and is expected to focus 
its hunt for around 1,000 whales in the Ross Sea, where New Zealand 
is responsible for search-and-rescue missions. 

In response, the Sea Shepherd Conservation Society has vowed to 
disrupt the hunt. 

In February, 2007, a Japanese whaling ship and a vessel owned by 
Sea Shepherd collided twice in Antarctic waters. 

Arizona Representative Releases Report on the Bush 
Administration's Assaults on Public Lands 

US Representative Raul Grijalva recently released "A Report on the 
Bush Administration Assaults on Our National Parks, Forests and 
Public Lands — A Partial List." 

The report includes the following articles. {This list is a summary 
and does not reflect the order in the original document or imply order of 
importance.) 

1) The Environmental Protection Agency is seeking to weaken 
regulations protecting air quality in some national parks. If adopted, 
additional power plants and factories could be built near national 
parks, leading to increased air pollution in "areas of special natural, 
recreational, scenic or historic value." 

2) The administration has presided over the largest slaughter of 
bison since the 19th century. More than 1,000 bison were killed this 
year, formerly residing in Yellowstone National Park where their sur- 
vival should have been protected. 
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3) The Bush Administration permitted a company to begin com- 
mercial uranium mining on public land, dangerously close to the 
Grand Canyon. Another proposed rule exempts "small" mines from 
any public environmental review. 

4) The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) formalized a policy 
that makes cleanup at oil and gas drilling sites purely voluntary 
for corporations that drill on public lands. The Government Ac- 
countability Office noted in a report that, due to increased oil and 
gas development, various environmental effects — ranging from 
vegetation depletion to habitat destruction — were occurring at a 
rapid pace. 

5) In June, the BLM, at the direction of the Bush Administration, 
officially put all undeveloped public lands atop the Roan Plateau 
in Colorado on the auction block — with more than 55,000 acres of 
oil and natural gas parcels — despite an overwhelming public outcry 
against the move. 

6) In the early days of the administration, the Interior Department 
put forth a "no wilderness" policy, which prohibits the BLM from 
ever designating Wilderness Study Areas and stripping almost three 
million acres of land in Utah alone from consideration as wilder- 
ness. Bushies also discarded the 2001 Wilderness Handbook, which 
laid out procedures used in identifying wilderness-quality lands. 

Additionally, according to Bloomberg News, with just weeks left 
in Bush's tenure, directives coming from the White House have 
been pushing through a series of last-minute regulations (so-called 
"midnight rules") catering to special interests. The flurry of new 
rules includes legislation allowing factory farms to decide whether 
or not they need permits to release waste into streams and riv- 
ers, and allowing federal agencies to decide for themselves whether 
projects like new highways or dams pose a threat to wildlife and 
the environment. 

Meet the "Green Berets" 

"Green Militias" are forming in several central African countries 
where rangers perish while defending local wildlife. The new "eco- 
police" force will be armed, trained and well-funded. In the 1980s, a 
team of eco-defenders attacked and reportedly killed more than 30 
ivory poachers in their early operations, burning dozens of poach- 
ers' camps and recovering stockpiles of ivory. Soon after, elephants 
began to return to the region. 

Karl Ammann, a Swiss conservationist-turned-journalist, has been 
effective in carrying out several wildlife-protection and enforcement 
initiatives. 

"You're in countries where [poachers] are coming in, heavily 
armed. There's no jails.... They're massacring the country's wildlife," 
Ammann said. “In these circumstances, I agree absolutely with the 
use of force." 
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Green Mountain Earth First! 

Takes Action Against Nuclear Energy 


by Slug 

Demanding the closure of the 
Vermont Yankee (VT Yankee) 
nuclear power plant in Ver- 
non, Vermont, Green Moun- 
tain Earth First! challenged the 
Vermont Public Service Board 
(PSB) at their State Street office 
in Montpelier on November 3. 
Dressed as Santa Claus and a 
gaggle of elves, the group en- 
tered the office insisting that 
the PSB revoke Entergy (the 
company who maintains the VT 
Yankee)'s certificate of the pub- 
lic good and instead sign a large 
cardboard "certificate of the 
public no-good." "We've talked 
with Santa Claus and, clearly, 
Entergy Nuclear has been up to 
no good," said one of the elves 
entering the office. 

The group brought photo- 
graphs of VT Yankee's 2007 cool- 
ing tower collapse and 2004 
transformer fire, as well as a giant 
banner that read, "Do the public 
a service, close VT Yankee!" 

While the PSB considers grant- 
ing Entergy Nuclear a certificate 
of the public good to continue 
operating the 30-year-old Vernon 
reactor until 2032, many Ver- 
monters question the reliability, 


cold nuclear Winter," said one 
demonstrator. Concerned about 
possible toxicity the PSB called 
the fire department and tempo- 
„ rarily evacuated two floors. 

| "If they are worried about po- 
I tentially hazardous substances, 
| they ought to close VT Yankee," 
h continued Gillard. "That place 
| dumps radioactive waste on Ver- 
| mont land daily." 

1 When asked about the event, 
§ the man posing as Santa Claus 
responded, "Entergy Nuclear's 
Vermont Yankee [plant] is dan- 
safety and costs associated with a penny to the decommission- gerous, dirty and out of control, 
clean up. ing fund since they bought the They've been lying and cheat- 

"Due to accidents, leaks and place, yet they're promising $60 ing Vermont for years. They 
decay, Entergy is regularly hav- million 20 years down the road, are on the bad list and deserve 
ing to power down, decontami- They're trying to bribe the state a certificate of the public no- 
nate workers and scramble to to renew the license." good. The PSB needs to know- 

keep a clean image in the media. In early November, Entergy said ho-ho this." 

They want to keep this kind of the decommissioning fund was The PSB reported that clean up 
behavior going~for another 25 valued at $397 million. That's after the action cost them $800. 
years! We say no way!" exclaimed $43 million short of where the No protesters were arrested, and 
Bill Smith, an impassioned Ver- fund stood before the stock mar- Montpelier Police Chief Anthony 
monter at the demonstration. ket fell in October. "The bribe Facos said that no further investi- 
In an effort to receive a 20- isn't guaranteed!" Gillard added, gation is planned, 
year license extension, Entergy The PSB refused to sign the The action came on the heels of 

is claiming that it will not have group's "certificate of public no a major Earth First! gathering in 
the money to pay for decommis- good" and was met with a bliz- southern Vermont from October 
sioning the plant until 2026. Ac- zard of "styrofoam snow," which 30 to November 3. The gathering 
cording to Green Mountain Earth exuded an extreme stench. "Bad drew supporters from across the 
First!er Erik Gillard, "Entergy is decisions around this issue have Northeast and included activist 
leading us on. They haven't given brought the PSB an early and workshops and plenty of beer. 



Sorry, Entergy. Santa's got you on his naughty list. 



BY KEYOTE 

I hope it's become obvious that civiliza- 
tion is ravaging the planet — and has been 
since its demonic spawning. Dead zones, 
caused by fertilizer runoff from industrial 
agriculture, are spreading across the world's 
oceans. There are currently more than 400 
documented examples. One, at the decayed 
mouth of the Mississippi River as it leads into 
the Gulf of Mexico, is approximately the size 
of New Jersey. 

Fertilizer doesn't stop fertilizing when it 
leaves a farm; it creates blooms of algae that 
suck oxygen from the water, making the area 
largely uninhabitable for other aquatic life. 
Coral reefs — biodiversity hotspots and "the 
rainforests of the ocean" — are dying and de- 
clining at alarming rates. We all know what's 
happening to forests worldwide. We're in 
the throes of the sixth mass extinction of 
plants and animals in Earth's history. Not 
since the time of the dinosaurs, 65 million 
years ago, have species disappeared this fast. 
Earth went through numerous ice ages, as 
well as periods of tremendous fluctuation of 
temperature and topography, without such a 
plethora of extinction. To say, as a recent ar- 
ticle in the Earth First! Journal did, that capi- 
talism is the root of our ecological crisis is a 
massive oversight. 

While capitalism is awful, it is hardly the 
root cause. Ask yourself: To house this ever- 
expanding, overblown human population, 
wouldn't habitat and open spaces still be 
evaporating? If food were still being grown 
to feed billions of humans (and domesticated 
animals), with about 75 million more humans 
added every year, wouldn't dead zones still be 
spreading, regardless of how egalitarian and 
non-hierarchical and "organically" the farms 
were run? You have to have petroleum-based 
fertilizers to feed this many mouths. And fer- 
tilizers equal dead zones. 


Agriculture was the original ecological 
and cultural sin. With it came the wide- 
spread domestication and comodification 
of animals, the origins of patriarchy, and 
fuel for the population crisis. As Collapse 
author Jared Diamond has said, agriculture 
is "a catastrophe from which we have never 
recovered." Let's face it, no matter which 
umbrella we huddle under, whether it's 
capitalism, socialism or even anarchism, so 
long as civilization stands, the deluge will 
continue. Earth and all of her inhabitants 
will ultimately lose. 



Let me make it absolutely clear that it is 
not my intention to disparage the fantastic 
work being done by those trying to reform 
aspects of the system. Gays do deserve equal 
rights. Forests do need to be saved from the 
chainsaw's violence. Animals shouldn't be 
tortured and killed in laboratories (or any- 
where else). But the enormityof The -situation 
we face requires steadfast honesty with others 
and ourselves. So, to be honest, now is really 
not the time to be fighting for table scraps on 
the deck of the Titanic. The fact is that life 
on Earth doesn't have time for us to educate 
and convince the masses. Civilization needs 
to come down as soon as possible. 


It sounds impossible — monolithic. The 
enormity of the task may threaten to crush 
us into submitting to the allure of reform, but 
we must resist. No compromise, right? Luck- 
ily, there are rays of life-giving sunlight shin- 
ing through the dark clouds that envelop us 
all. The first is that the collapse is already hap- 
pening on its own, and has been for a long 
time through climate chaos, topsoil deple- 
tion, peak oil, and so on ad infinitum. To use 
a Derrick Jensen phrase, civilization is indeed 
collapsing under the weight of its own eco- 
logical excesses. Earth is doing her damnedest 
to shmg the concrete and its ilk off her skin, to 
say nothing of the global financial meltdown! 

The second piece of good news is that civiliza- 
tion's armor is by no means impenetrable. It is 
like a steel rhinoceros standing on flamingo legs. 
Monolithic, but extremely vulnerable. Disrupt 
or destroy the cheap and smooth flow of just 
a few key resources — like ammonia and other 
necessities for industrial agriculture, electricity 
for computers and therefore the functioning of 
the global economy, oil for everything — and it 
crumbles apart ever more rapidly. 

The full-on collapse is imminent. The critical 
questions are how many species and how much 
biodiversity will be left when this happens? How 
painful and prolonged will the recovery process 
be? How poisoned will the water, the air, the soil 
be? The longer civilization stands, the more un- 
pleasant the answers will be. Many environmen- 
talists and anarchists seem unwilling to consider 
an anti-civilization praxis. Whether this stems 
from ecological naivete or some kind of cultural 
Stockholm syndrome (whereby we identify more 
-with our industrial captors than with our land 
base and our communities) is irrelevant. Let's 
start to think and, more importantly, act in ways 
that truly address the full gravity of the situation. 
The future of all life is at stake. 

keyote is working on a book about industrial col- 
lapse. For more information, visit www.myspace. 
com/anti_dv. 
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Greenpeace Prevents Palm Oil 
Shipment From Leaving Indonesia 

On November 10, Greenpeace tagged the 
hull of three palm oil tankers and a barge 
full of rainforest timber while another activ- 
ist chained himself to the anchor of a tanker, 
preventing it from moving. Indonesia is the 
world's third-highest greenhouse gas emit- 
ter, due in large part to the heavy amount 
of deforestization associated with the palm 
oil industry. 

Welcome Back, Liberated 
Mink and Salmon! 

Early on October 16, approximately 3,000 
mink were released from La Visonniere La- 
bonte de Thetford Mines, the largest fur 
farm in Quebec. 

Farm director Pierre Labonte told a local 
newspaper, "Not only did they open the cag- 
es and release mink, but they also destroyed 
their pedigree cards, which is the trademark 
of anti-fur militants." With the loss of ge- 
netic information, Labonte said, the escaped 
mink are no longer useful for breeding. He 
added that economic losses were estimated 
at $200,000. 

During the night of November 21, more 
than 100,000 salmon were given freedom 
from two fish farms in northern Sweden. 
These farms are a part of the huge Swedish 
fish farming industry that kills more than 
five billion fish every year. 

The nets that were holding the fish captive 
were sliced, while a boat motor was also de- 
stroyed and some tires were slashed. The farm 
is not insured and, after economic loses of mil- 
lions of dollars, the farmer doesn't think he 
will be able to open up the business again. 

The second farm visited the same night 
also had as many nets as possible destroyed 
before dawn. Direct action saves lives! 

"Both by saving individual animals and 
also by economic sabotage, we make it 
harder and less profitable to continue tor- 
turing and killing animals," read part of the 
communique from one of the actions. 

Chase Bank Attacked 
Again in Bloomington 

On the morning of October 28, the main 
Chase bank branch in Bloomington, Indi- 
ana, had it's rear ATM smashed. This was the 
second attack on a Chase bank in Blooming- 
ton in October. 

These attacks were directed at Chase for 
it's involvement with Gohmann Asphalt 
Company (GAC). GAC is responsible for the 
construction of the first 1.7 miles of the 1-69 
NAFTA super highway that is slated to run 
through Indiana. The fight against 1-69 can't 
stop and won't stop until the plans for this 
useless road are destroyed. 

Chicken Company Truck Set Ablaze 

In the safety of the early morning darkness 
on October 1 7, a truck belonging to Pilgrim's 
Pride in Mexico City, was torched with gas- 
oline. Pilgrim's Pride is a US company that 
profits from the suffering and exploitation 
of non-human animals. 

"Maybe this company thought it was im- 
mune from radical attacks in Mexico, but 
they were wrong!" said the attackers, "The 
fire grows; it is not going to be put out! Coun- 
ter violence destroying the speciesists!" 

Citizens Have Their Way 
With Corporate Media 

In line with a complete nonacceptence 
of the electoral process and the increasingly 
wide scale media consolidation, activists 
took things into their own hands during the 
pre-dawn hours of November 5. In numer- 
ous cities across the US, rebels wrapped USA 


Today's post-election day edition in special, 
subversive front covers. The fresher front 
page proclaimed "Capitalism Wins at the 
Polls" and "Anarchy Brewing in the Streets." 
With this action, citizens forcefully, yet cre- 
atively, planted their ideas into the front- 
page news. 

Operation Bite Back II Still Kickin'! 

As trees grew closer to releasing their 
leaves on a cool autumn night in Astoria, 
Oregon, the cages of 1,500 mink also became 
empty. The third mink farm raid in Oregon 
this year went down amongst the darkness 
of the night on October 16. This makes it the 
seventh mink liberation in North America 
this Autumn. What began in the early 1990s 
as Operation Bite Back is now whirl-winding 
into a brand new blitz on the fur industry. 

Swedish Peace Activists Repeatedly 
Trash Weapons Factories 

On October 16, the culmination of more 
than a year's worth of planning spewed out 
destruction to Swedish weapons factories. 
The nuclear-free demilitarization group, 
OFOG/Avrusta (OFOG loosely translating 
to mischief), used bolt cutters to bypass the 
(un)secure fence that separated them from 
their targets. 

Leaving a banner outside the factory that 
read, "The door is open. You are free to start 
disarming," the activists began attacking 



machines with hammers. A Howitzer 77 (a 
gun capable of firing six rounds every sec- 
ond for 20 minutes with a firing range of 18 
miles) had it's cooling parts and hydraulic 
cylinders attacked. 

That same night, approximately 83 miles 
away, another band of renegades was hav- 
ing a party at a weapons factory in Eskils- 
tuna, Sweden. Hammers collided with 20 
grenade launchers until guards slowly dis- 
covered the racket. With an appetite for 
destruction, the same two activists jumped 
right back into the game, returning to the 
weapons factory once again. They were re- 
arrested and now remain in jail. 

Also on October 16, a fifth comrade sliced 
her way through a fence surrounding a 
weapons factory in Karlskoga Sweden. Upon 
gaining entry, she hung a banner advocating 
further disarment actions. 

Saboteurs Are Hittin' the Rails! 

In Canada, on October 30, anti-infrastructure 
folks had fun playing with fire with the aim 
of causing a shitload of damage. Two tele- 
phone poles were knocked down across the 
tracks outside of Toronto. A pile of trees were 
also set ablaze and an electrical box met with 
a Molotov cocktail. These actions were taken 
in retaliation to the 2010 Olympics in British 
Columbia and its "Spirit Train." 


"We want to actually dismantle the whole 
system!" said the attackers. 

Evading a group of at least eight security 
guards, 20 people slid into a fenced-in area 
that was home to machines used in the con- 
struction of a high speed train in northern 
Spain on November 4. Two people locked 
down to a door where machines are stored, 
while everyone else erupted into a rage and 
fits of screams, declaring their opposition to 
the construction of the TAV high-speed train 
being built through mountainous areas of 
northern Italy and Spain. 

During the weekend of November 8, 160 
trains lost service in France. Saboteurs skill- 
fully hung iron bars from the high-voltage 
lines that power the high-speed trains. The 
bars were designed to catch the train as it 
passes, and then be pulled along the power 
lines, smashing everything in their path. 
The government has accused rural anar- 
chists of the sabotage. 

The anti-nuclear fight is also heating up! 
Trains shipping nuclear waste from France 
to Germany met resistance from the get go. 
On November 9, three folks on the French 
side jammed their arms into a secret block of 
concrete hidden under rocks along the track. 
Some scummy police officers stated that the 
three activists halted the train for 12 hours. 

The next obstacle for the same train was a 
flame-engulfed barricade set ablaze by Ger- 
man activists. Throughout the entire route 
of the train, 15,000 activists demonstrated 
and 200 continued to block the rails late 
into the day. 
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Dear UC System, Stop the ^ 
Vivisection or Watch Yer Back! 

In response to a lack of interest to no lon- 
ger be demented speciesists and to cease 
torturing primates and other animals, the 
University of California (UC) system contin- 
ues to feel the heat. Here is a breakdown of 
the actions that have happened recently: 

In mid-October, 12 University of Califor- 
nia, Los Angeles (UCLA) commuter vans 
were sabotaged when shotgun shells were 
placed in their mufflers. 

A communique was left that stated, "The 
security cameras, the easily timed late night 
patrols and the new laws don't mean a thing 
to us. We will keep coming up with new 
ways to keep the primate torturers wonder- 
ing. Leave the primates alone, and we leave 
you alone." 

On October 31a trick was delivered to a 
notorious primate abuser at UC-San Fran- 
cisco, Stephen Lisberger, as tubes of super- 
glue were used to fill his front door locks. 

UC-Berkeley bird murderer Frederic 
Theunissen had red paint thrown on his 
door, walls and windows on November 5. 
His front door locks were also super-glued. 

Around the same time, a couple of UCLA 
football players had shotguns shells insert- 
ed into their mufflers. The shells' explosions 
startle the cars' occupants, but they are ul- 
timately harmless. 

In the last week of November, Students 
and Workers for the Liberation of UCLA 
Primates claim to have burned an auto- 
mobile belonging to primate vivisector 
Goran Lacan. 

In response to California bill 2296, 
which aimed to increase the protection 
of UC vivisectors, activists in Berkely 
smashed three windows at cat-killer Ralph 
Freeman's Vine Street home. Theunissen's 
car was scratched up with a hammer. These 
actions were claimed by Feminists for Ani- 
mal Liberation. 

Lastly, around the same time, three cars 
were paint-stripped in the driveway of 
UCLA vivisector Baldwin Way. 
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An Interview 


by Jeff "Free" Luers 

7Wo eco-defenders talk shop in an interview 
through prison bars. In 2001, Jeff "Free" Luers was 
handed a 23-year sentence, the longest term ever 
given in the US for environmentally motivated dam- 
age. (It has since been reduced.) In an interview with 
fellow saboteur, Grant Barnes, Luers asks questions 
that reflect on their experiences and invite us to get 
to know Barnes, a passionate defender of the wild. 

Jeff "Free” Luers: You are currently serving a 
long prison sentence for arsons claimed on be- 
half of the Earth Liberation Front (ELF). What 
compelled you to take such actions? 

Grant Barnes: I had been aware of the ELF 
for some time, and as I became more aware of 
the severity of the most likely consequences 
of climate change, I decided it was time for 
me to do my part and take responsibility. I 
think property destruction is a useful com- 
ponent in a united front of tactics toward 
first, Earth liberation and, ultimately, to- 
wards the cultivation of a biocentric culture. 
It raises the economic and psychological 
costs of Earth destruction, and when there 


the best way somebody could prepare would 
be to stay in good physical shape. 

Luers: How has your support been? How can 
people get involved? 

Barnes: The Lucy Parsons Project sent 
two books last year, which are outstanding 
to have, as good reading material is hard to 
get here. The Earth First! Journal kindly gave 
me a free prisoner subscription, and I also 
got an issue apiece from Green Anarchy and 
Bite Back, all of which I considered notable 
on the outside and appreciate having in 
here. I am especially thankful that the Earth 
First! Journal and Green Anarchy have listed 
my address. I've gotten several letters and 
postcards wishing me well, and recently, I've 
begun corresponding with several people. It 
would be outstanding to hear from others. 
The best thing people can do is send informa- 
tion on intentional communities, mutual-aid 
networks and similar formations that I might 
contribute to when I am released. One of the 
most frustrating things about being inside 
is having few outlets to give to others, but I 
want to lay a solid foundation for such com- 
munity that I can build on when my time 


Luers: Are you working on projects while 
locked up? 

Barnes: I'm finishing my degree in cul- 
tural anthropology; I was a student when I 
was arrested. Reading about a range of cul- 
tures has been provocative. It has shown 
me, to some extent, how much is being lost 
with the extinction of so many sustainable, 
primitive ways of life — knowledge we need 
now more than ever. I also keep up with re- 
ports on climate change, and I am reading 
some books I had not made time for on the 
outside, like Derrick Jensen's Endgame. 

Luers: And now, here's your chance for a 
shameless wish list. Would you like people to 
send any specific books or books on particular 
subjects? Are there any canteen items, like a ra- 
dio or anything else, we can help you buy to 
make your time easier? 

Barnes: I don't listen to the radio, watch 
television or buy snacks, and money is 
qualitatively less valuable to me than 
heartfelt correspondence, but I would cer- 
tainly appreciate funds for mailing sup- 
plies, and for beans and oats, as the vegan 
food here is very limited. One luxury I do 


is media coverage (as there usually 



is), it shows people on all sides of 
the struggle that the destroyers are 
vulnerable. I believe that property 
destruction is one of the things 
that the other species of the planet 
would do in their defense against 
extinction if they had the knowl- 
edge andability to do so. 

Those who destroy the property 
of uncaring, irresponsible people 
act on behalf of these other spe- 
cies, which are our cousins. 

Luers: How did you first get into ac- 
tivism? 

Barnes: I helped with an infos- 
hop in Denver (now closed) and 
Food Not Bombs, and I worked for 
the Rape Assistance and Aware- 
ness Program. 

Luers: You are serving your sentence 
in maximum security. What has that 
been like? 

Barnes: One challenge has been 
racism. I'm white, and most of the 
people I talk to are not, and this 
has led to some confrontations 
with racists. My friends back me 
up, though. So, when problems 
arise, we respond, and that keeps 
me safe enough. They deserve the 
better part of the credit for that. 
Otherwise, the hardest thing is the 
isolation; I'm a social person, and 
community is very important to 
me. So, everyday, it takes a con- 
scious effort to adapt to spending 
most of my time alone. (Most of 



the time, I'm not allowed to leave 


the cell.) However, I stay productive by 
studying for my degree and working out, 
and I've made strong progress in both ar- 
eas. I occasionally have the opportunity to 
return correspondence, and that is one of 
my favorite things to do. 

Luers: When you first decided to get involved 
in eco-defense, did you think you would end up 
in prison? If so, how did you prepare yourself 
for that possibility? 

Barnes: I knew I could go down, and I strove 
not to. At various times in my life, I had read 
prison memoirs like Soul On Ice by Black Pan- 
ther Eldridge Cleaver and Soledad Brother by 
George Jackson, as well as some more recent 
accounts of prison life, including a web file en- 
titled, "How To Survive In Prison." It contains 
some good information — for instance, on the 
importance of respect — but I think I would 
have picked up on that sort of thing whether 
or not I had read anything on it. Probably, 


here is done. Creating community takes a 
great deal of work, and I know it's necessary 
to spend time to understand, among other 
things, a potential member's level of com- 
mitment and the extent of the common 
ground shared with existing members. 

I want to start that dialogue, because the 
kind of life I want to live on the outside is 
one spent as much as possible in spaces of 
liberation from patriarchy, exploitation, an- 
thropocentrism, racism and all other symp- 
toms of the present alienating civilization. 
To that end, I am most interested in more 
primitive groups. 

Also, I find that, in general, pictures are 
more natural expressions than words, and 
it means a lot to me to see photographs, 
along with peoples' writings. Regardless, it 
is always special to receive a letter or post- 
card from anyone who feels concern for the 
Earth and joy for life. 


love is music, and receiving some of that 
would be a treat. 

One of the subjects I most want to bet- 
ter understand is the difference between 
primitive and complex cultures. I would be 
very grateful for any well-researched read- 
ing material at the undergraduate level on 
this topic. Much of what is listed in Green 
Anarchy is of interest, for instance. 

Luers has been in prison since 2001 for the ar- 
son of three SUVs. He is expected to be released 
in December 2009. 

Barnes is serving a 12-year prison sentence 
that began in 2007 for the arson of seven SUVs. 
From his prison cell, he watches the birds that 
have made their nest within the razor wire, a 
reflection of what is happening to our world. 

Write to Barnes at #137563, San Car- 
los Correctional Facility, POB 3, Pueblo, CO 
81002. Visit his new website at grantbames. 
wordpress.com. 
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by Chuk'shon EF! 

The Earth First! Organizers' Conference 
(OC) and Winter Rendezvous will be held 
in the beautiful mountains of southern Ari- 
zona. Traditionally, this conference is a time 
for members of radical environmental cam- 
paigns to come together to discuss ideas and 
strategies, ideally creating a stronger, more 
unified front. We expect this year's gather- 
ing to help connect and strengthen existing 
campaigns within the movement, as well as 
look at how current social and political trends 
impact the environment in increasingly dev- 
astating ways. We hope the conference will 
inform and inspire new comrades to join the 
struggle in defense of the Earth — along with 
eatin' good food and doing a bunch of hoo- 
tin' and hollerin'! 

Rewilding Chuk'shon EF! 

There are endless reasons why "the people 
at the bottom of Black Mountain" (a loose 
translation of "Chuk'shon") have been fight- 
ing tooth and claw for the chimerical land 
of the Sonoran Desert! For anyone familiar 
with the hotspot theory, welcome to part of 
the Madrean Pine-Oak Woodlands hotspot. 
Our Madrean sky islands, are home to nu- 
merous endemic amphibians, reptiles, birds, 
bats and rodents, as well as threatened flora. 
Nowhere else will you see so much of the 
magical, towering saguaro cactus other than 
in good oT Sonora. Don't be surprised if y'all 
get sung to sleep by howling coyotes, either. 

In the past, Chuk'shon EF! has worked 
on numerous campaigns, ranging from dis- 


Organizers 

with the Night to Howl kicking up the desert 
dust on Saturday night. This will be a time for 
folks to show off their skits, musical numbers, 
poetry and other creative acts. 

The weekend will bring us multiple work- 
shops on a variety of different subjects and 
will provide opportunities to learn about the 
magnificent Sonoran desert from resident 
ragamuffins. 

Some of the current proposed workshops 
are: challenging oppression within the EF! 
movement, raising awareness on border and 
immigration issues, confronting copper min- 
ing, sharing techniques on how to sabotage 
hunts, conducting bioregional roundups, do- 
ing direct action trainings, learning acupres- 
sure techniques and discussing consent and 
accountability. 

Anyone interested in heading up a work- 
shop or who has certain workshops they 
would like to see should contact us at 
chukshonoc2009@yahoo.com. There is still 
time to make this gathering what you want 
it to be. 

Among things you should consider bring- 
ing are clothing for very warm and very cold 
temperatures, food and water for the com- 
munal kitchen and yourself, friends, sleeping 
bags, an appetite for action, tarps if you got 
them and musical instruments. 

The desert gets relatively hot during the 
day, and temperatures can drop to freezing 
at night. It's also very dry here. So, staying 
hydrated is extremely important. In addition, 
the conference is intended to be a safe space 
for everyone, so please do not bring drugs — 
and leave your dogs at home. 


Conference 

the years, an overall stance of opposition to 
the border has developed. 

Due to the intensified militarization of the 
border, it has become increasingly harder to 
enforce environmental standards. This leads 
directly to more drastic attacks on the wild 
ecosystems around the border. EF! groups 
have increased the amount of coordination 
between organizing north and south of the 
border. From a strong presence at the 2007 
No Borders Camp, to solidarity actions that 
attack infrastructure projects that would af- 
fect Central and South America, to being ac- 
tive in the popular uprisings in the Mexican 
state of Oaxaca, EF! has been working hard 
to smash the border. 

Conflict Mediation and 
a Safe Place for All 

At the RRR this Summer, the mediation team 
discussed how having a special chill space for 
folks would be beneficial for everyone's men- 
tal health. So, we are planning on having a 
special area devoted to that at the OC. 

The space will include an assortment of 
tools and resources to help EF!ers relax and 
regain focus. There will be books available on 
stretching, yoga, acupressure and different 
types of massage. Zines on mediation, sup- 
port, communication and mental health will 
also be at your fingertips. Oh yeah, tea any- 
one? If that's your fancy, you can find it there! 
We will also have mediation team members 
available to talk throughout the gathering. 
We recognize that people may be coping with 
an assortment of things (grief, loss, addic- 
tions), and we want you to know we are there 


rupting mountain lion and sandhill crane 
murders to shutting down copper mining 
projects. We are using the time preparing for 
the OC to rebuild Chuk'shon EF! as a group 
to reckon with. 

Content/Schedule 

We are encouraging folks to show up on 


A Few Strategic Discussion Topics 
Many within the EF! movement desire 
more action now, but how are we going 
to reach that point? Conversations on how 
to get there must happen. At this Summer's 
Round River Rendezvous (RRR), we heard an 
assortment of action stories from new and 


for you. 

Anti-Oppression Check-in 

Everyone coming should know that any 
form of mental or physical abuse will not be 
tolerated at this gathering. We also do not 
welcome any form of oppression and encour- 
age others to call folks on their shit when they 



mess up. If anyone is currently going through 
a process for these types of things, we encour- 
age you to check in with our mediation team 
and let us know. We expect everyone to prac- 
tice consent with each other and to be con- 
scious of how much space they are taking up. 
While we have a mediation team available 
to help with things, we ask everyone to talk 
about concerns that arise with one another 
and reach creative positive solutions. 

As the OC draws near, there will be a link 
to a separate OC website that will be posted 
at www.earthfirstjournal.org. If you haven't 
been to an OC before and would like to see 
what they're like, check out past Beltane is- 
sues of the Earth First! Journal for reportbacks. 
The OC website will include a ride board to 
help folks figure out travel plans. We hope to 
see a bunch of old friends and a gang of new 
ones! The 520 is one of the hottest deserts 
in North America for a reason! So, come on 
down and see why! 


The Mexican/US Border's Influence 
on Earth First! 

The border is definitely an issue for both 
the Chuk'shon and international EF! com- 
munities. Throughout EF!'s existence, its 
opinion on the border has varied, but over 
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A Reflection on 

the Move Towards a 



BY PRUSIT 

Within Earth First! and the broader radi- 
cal environmental and activist movements, 
our analysis of society forms the basis of our 
"alternative" lifestyles — from anti-capitalist 
living and vegan diets, to eco-feminist ap- 
proaches and various do-it-yourself scenes. 
Some philosophies are more extreme than 
others, such as green anarchy and ideas 
based on hunter/gatherer lifestyles. On one 
hand, the discussions focused on these 
analyses have created a culture that in- 
cludes a crucial examination of our evolu- 
tion — or regression — and its impacts over 
the last 10,000 years. On the flip side, the 
active practice of these ideals often falls 
through the cracks. 

After engaging in many discussions in- 
volving agriculture and the domestification 
of land and animals, the history of civiliza- 
tions, and the arguments that support primi- 
tivism and eminent collapse, it is fairly easy 
to come to terms with a land-based lifestyle 
as being inherently a part of us. It is, how- 
ever, a bit more difficult to assert that our 
instincts and ability to adapt to our envi- 
ronment could allow us to survive in the 
wild without some sort of rewilding process. 
In this society, while it is perfectly accept- 
able to be dependent on a lifestyle based 
on money and material objects, it's heav- 
ily frowned upon to unplug and spend our 
time working in a different way — to acquire 
skills and knowledge that prove almost use- 
less in the industrial world. 

Turning to the many resources that exist 
beyond anti-civilization discussions is as vi- 
tal as holding open discussions in the first 
place. Surprisingly, the US has some of the 
most impressive nods to rewilding and liv- 
ing off of the land. 

Within our communities and convergen- 
ces, we have begun sharing and nurturing 
skills based around outdoor living. These 
often intertwine the abundance of herbal 
and food knowledge as a form of alterna- 
tive healthcare that can also be applied in 
the wilderness. A few collectives have made 
the leap to purchase land in efforts to make 
the process of rewilding more accessible. 
They are learning first-hand how to tackle 
obstacles that arise. Others have turned to 
the indigenous communities of the world. 
By spending time among native communi- 
ties, we can help in the struggles they face 
and are able to tap into their traditions as 
a portal into the sea of knowledge of land- 
based living. All of these explorations are 
exciting chapters in our rewilding life; they 
literally hold the key to our survival. 

I've had the pleasure of knowing an indi- 
vidual who has dedicated the last five years 
of his life to understanding the practical 
side of a primitive lifestyle, a person who 
has come a long way from the theoretical 
crutch that can prevent people from physi- 
cally learning to live in the wilderness. 



Digging burdock roots 

Originally from Sweden, Brum began his 
journey into activism as many do — through 
mass demonstrations. At first, Brum found 
much affinity in marching with small armies 
of folks who were aware of the world's in- 
justices and wanted to fight against their 
root causes. 


Eventually, the mass demos left Brum de- 
manding better results and desiring further 
action towards a fairer and less-destructive 
world. By his early 20s, Bmm became restless 
with his yerning to be a catalyst for change. 
He began hitchhiking through Europe, and 
into England and Scotland. 

His adventures lead him to London, a city 
where monumental uprisings have taken 
place at the hands of the poor, the working 
class, the militant suffragettes and the anar- 
chists. Bmm found refuge among the squat- 
ters who, for the most part, were active in 
the struggle against the government and cor- 
porate giants responsible for so much of the 
Earth's devastation and suffering. 

When the grimness of London's metropolis 
began to dig its sharp claws into him, Bmm 
hit the road again, looking for more alterna- 
tives to the mainstream lifestyle. Outside of 
Edinburgh, Scotland, he found a treesit com- 
munity in the woods. The Bilston Glen Anti- 
Bypass Protest Site is a complete village in the 
trees where folks from all over Britain — and 
some from further away — live communally 
to protect this area from destmction. 

For several years Bmm spent much of his 
time at the tree village, helping with chores 
that kept the site functioning, building shel- 
ters and occasionally walking the 12 miles to 
Edinburgh to educate others about the woods 
where he lived. While living on the site, 
Bmm found green-anarchist resources which 
helped to strengthen the commitments he 
was making with the feral world. 

Bmm is an individual many can identify 
with. He desires to live the life so often glam- 
orized in articles and discussions among green 
anarchists. He has attended and organized 
green-anarchist gatherings, but to his disap- 
pointment, he sometimes found himself camp- 
ing on land where fires were not permitted or 
(more oftan than not) sitting in discussion 
workshops with fellow enthusiasts who seem 
fixated on ecological collapse, but weren't as 
interested in learning survival skills. 

These sorts of frustrations lead Bmm back 
to his native lands to understand what type 
of community existed there. Once again, 
many folks were interested in discussions, but 
seemed frightened to take any real initiative 
toward a more primitive lifestyle. 

As a close friend of Bmm's, I had spent al- 
most a year living in the woods and traveling 
through Europe with him, visiting alterna- 
tive communities and living off the land. 
However, my desire to live a completely 
primitive life was not as strong as his. For me, 
the rewilding process feels like an intricate 
journey that I will engage in my whole life, 
to learn new skills every year and constantly 
make steps towards a more sustainable life- 
style. For Bmm, there was no long and wind- 
ing road. There was only a bleak canvas that 
needed to transform into a patchwork of 
knowledge immediately — or he would not 
only die in the wilderness, but possibly kill 
himself before Mother Nature could. 

The next chapter in Bmm's path to re-wild- 
ing brought him to the US, a country he re- 
garded as a place of great ecological direct 
actions — such as numerous treesits, the pres- 
ence of the Earth Liberation Front and a strong 
green-anarchist culture (as a theory and a mag- 
azine). Brum traveled to the states to attend a 
year-long program at Teaching Dmm. 

Surprisingly, Teaching Dmm, an outdoor 
primitive skills school in Wisconsin, is nearly 
one of the only places in the western world 
where individuals can continue on the path 
of rewilding without being arrested for liv- 
ing in woods they don't own. Between 2005 
and 2008, Bmm spent two years at Teaching 
Dmm, living in the woods, learning survival 
skills as well as native traditions. 

We may think that our desire to live fully 
in nature helps to re-adjust our body clock, 
but there are certainly many obstacles in 
converting to an outdoor lifestyle. Bmm 
spent his first year at Teaching Dmm living 
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the "Wilderness Guide Program." His sec- 
ond program, which he helped to design, is 
a "Wild Moon Immersion" nomadic camp, 
currently in effect. 

Bmm has learned how to build a variety of 
shelters, tan hides to make clothes and shoes, 
fish, trap and adjust to drinking "wild" wa- 
ter. All of these skills may seem easy enough 
to acquire alone, but it is, in fact, the process 
of rewilding that makes living among others 
so cmcial. It's a big jump from considering 




Canoeing at Teaching Drum 




yourself a primitivist and being able to live 
off of the land. Experiencing this transition 
without a community could certainly be det- 
rimental the desired outcome. 

Brum's idea of a primitive lifestyle has 
been affected by his first years of living what 
he has referred to as "the native way." His 
plans are not to necessarily live in full isola- 
tion from civilization; he feels that it may 
not be possible to do this in today's world. 

For one thing, there is no longer an abun- 
dance of food in the wild — certainly not 
enough for the masses to "convert back" to 
a nomadic hunter/gatherer lifestyle. What 
is more important for Bmm is to continue t 
to work towards a clan-based community 
that can potentially live off of the land 
year-round. Living in a group is very im- 
portant to Brum, as is having the skills to 
"heal the wounds of civilization." He feels 
that our children and elders are vital in cre- 
ating a land-based community. He recently 
experienced a very positive gathering in 
Idaho where folks from various ages, politi- 
cal backgrounds, skill levels and religious 
views came together under a banner unified 
by primitive outdoor living. 

With the possibility of the collapse of 
civilization all around us, from ecosystems % 
to economies, a reliance on primitive-based 
knowledge will be at the core of our com- f 
munities' survival. While Bmm feels that 
it is very difficult to live without a depen- 
dency on civilization all together, his new 
perspective seeks to find a balance between 
alternative urban living and a primitive 
clan-based community. He continues to 
educate people about land-based living and 
is considering forming a school similar to 
Teaching Dmm. 

Prusit misses living in the tree-tops. Brum re- 
mains her good friend and inspiration in the quest 
to find balance in a world flipped upside-down. 
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by Karen Pickett 

A wild woman warrior, witch, pagan juju 
conjurer, biker owl, office queen, Mardi Gras 
frog priestess.... Sequoia, we will miss you! You 
are on of the few who named yourself after a 
mighty rough-barked tree and lived up to the 
moniker, big red mane and all. You have gone 
to the other side. We will miss you! 

Sequoia left this physical plane on October 
20, two months after being diagnosed with 
myelomic leukemia. 

Hailing from Greenfield Ranch in north- 
ern California, Sequoia had been away from 
Earth First! activism for a while, but she left 
her mark. She burst onto the EF! scene in the 
mid-1980s, coming to a gathering in the Big 
Basin redwoods, and then to her first national 
Round River Rendezvous (RRR) on the north 


(bad knee, you know) — but not in a vehicle. 
(We were beyond vehicle access.) Rather, she 
rode down on the shoulders of the deputy 
sheriff! She cackled and reveled in riding the 
deputy the entire two miles down the moun- 
tain. To this day, I don't know what possessed 
that deputy to say yes (Kali magic, I think). 

Mischief and magic were her calling cards, 
whether sneaking around in the dark to yank 
down the drawers of Dana Lyons from behind 
as he sang a slow and sensitive song at the 
RRR campfire, or suddenly appearing as the 
goddess Kali in full juju regalia as we prepared 
to march into the uranium mine site at the 
Grand Canyon to shut it down. She also gave 
a Katuahan (now Mountain Justice activist) 
who will go unnamed a body shot he will 
never forget, rolling on the ground laughing 
as steam came out his ears. 



Around 1987, we all went to hearings 
in the redneck city of Redding, California, 
when we were fighting against trophy hunt- 
ing of mountain lions in the state. Even we 
were surprised when Sequoia leaned into 
the microphone at the lectern and said to 
the assembled Fish and Game officials and 


rim of the Grand Canyon in 1987. During the 
rally, we were fellow Spikettes, doing a chore- 
ography routine to the Song of the Lonesome 
Tree-Spiker, sung by a couple of "men with 
guitars," as we called them. Few people knew 
who she was at that point, and this is how she 
introduced herself to Earth First!: At the end 
of the song, she turned around and flipped 
up her leather skirt, mooning the audience 
with her bare butt. 

She loved grand entrances, roaring up on 
her motorcycle to the doorstep of the Pa- 
cific Lumber office — or into a crowd of sev- 
eral thousand people at a Headwaters Forest 
rally — in full spotted owl get-up, wings on 
the handlebars and huge clawed feet on the 
pegs. Grand exits worked for her, too. One of 
the most hilarious Sequoia stories involved 
an incident following a successful civil dis- 
obedience action atop Mount Graham fol- 
lowing the 1992 RRR at the telescope sites 
being imposed on the mountain. Somehow, 
after we'd occupied the site all day, Sequoia 
managed to hitch a ride down the mountain 
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Sequoia was an amazing seamstress and 
tailor. She fashioned costumes, floats and 
wicked finery for Mardi Gras and Sam- 
hain. Her favorites guises for cloaking her- 


scores of hunters in the audience, "I have a 
gun. I know how to use it. I've used it suc- 
cessfully to defend myself, and I'm a very 
good shot. I live in Mendocino County, and 
if I ever see any of you hunting mountain 
lions where I live, you'll be in my sights." 
There was a thundering ovation from our 
side, and a collection of gasps from the op- 
position and mainstream groups. 

She embraced biocentrism as passion- 
ately as she embraced her motorcycle, and 
brought lessons learned from her earlier 
life experiences — her witchiness, her tough 
biker persona, and her organizational skills 
that made her an excellent office maven in 
Cove/Mallard and an amazing base camp 
mama during treesits on Georgia-Pacific 
land. She was also a key person in the wom- 
en's movement in Los Angeles, and one of 
the first members of the Susan B. Anthony 
Coven # 1, founded by Z Budapest in 1971. 

It was too soon for this wild woman with 
the big red hair and outrageous, open- 
mouthed cackle to pass over to the other side. 



self were spotted owls, mountain lions, 
leopards and trees. She confronted then- 
Secretary of the Interior, Don Hodel, as a 
redwood tree in Yosemite during a call to 
take down Hetch Hetchy dam. 

Her black fringed leather jacket with the 
full size mountain lion face sewn on the back 
was part of her alter at her memorial. Howev- 
er, she didn't just dress up. She became those 
wild species. They were her totems. She was 
a wild animal and a wild human. 

Those close to her knew she had an espe- 
cially intense childhood and adolescence 
that made her very tough and gave her an 
ability to defend herself as passionately as 
she defended the wild. 


She showed remarkable wisdom, love of life, 
calm and even humor when she explained 
to me that she felt settled and felt that a lot 
of her life goals had been achieved. She was 
an accomplished potter, had a pilot's license, 
had jumped out airplanes numerous times, 
traveled the world, hiked thousands of miles, 
could fix almost anything on two or four 
wheels, and was caring for the land she loved 
on Greenfield Ranch as it cared for her. 

She noted in an interview published years 
ago that a phrase she always lived by was "tits 
to the wind." So to you, Sequoia, may your 
tits always be to the wind. Viva Sequoia! 

Long-time EF!er kp was a fellow woman war- 
rior, collaborator and close friend of Sequoia's. 



der of a prison guard. Woodfox has been in solitary confinement 
since the murder. The Angola 3 were organizing nonviolently for 
an end to gang-enforced sex slavery and better conditions inside 


the United States 


evicted. Riot police clashed with dozens of demonstrators protest 
ing the eviction. 


S»OR 


•One of the Angola 3 will be released on bail after 37 years spent 
at Angola Penitentiary. On September 25, District Judge James 


Brady overturned Albert Woodfox's conviction for the 1972 mur 


the prison. Angola has had a reputation as the "bloodiest prison in 


•On October 29, mayhem erupted in Freetown Christiana, 


in Copenhagen, Denmark, as members of the community were 


ntington Life Sciences. So, now, the colorful windows of Pret 
ve had a "funky new design" added by etching fluid, courtesy 
the "Pret Sketch Crew." 

There are reports that there are no acorns falling from oaks from 
Virginia to Pennsylvania, and from the Midwest to Nova Scotia. 

Snnirrels are skinnv "eatirur sxarhapp and inhalincr hirrl feed " 


Squirrels are skinny, "eating garbage and inhaling bird feed." 

•The World Wildlife Fund has declared Cuba to be the world's 
most sustainable nation. Criteria included an ecological footprint 
of less than five acres per person and a high ranking on United 
Nation's Human Development Index. 

Rainwater harvesting saves water, but it is evid 
in Utah, Colorado and Washington unless you go t 
difficult — and sometimes impossible — process of gai 
water right. 

•A German court has approved the release from jail of a leader of 
the radical leftist group, the Red Army Faction. Christian Klat, 56, is 
serving five life terms, but will have served the minimum 26 years 
by January, The group targeted bankers, businessmen, judges and 
the US military throughout the 1970s and 1980s. 

♦The Bureau of Land Management (BLM), under pressure f 
the cattle-ranching industry, has taken more than 33,000 
mustangs off of public lands and pul them in pens. The BI. 
ning to "euthanize" the healthy animals. The horse 
be sent to slaughterhouses, where they will be turr 
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UPDATE”? 


Aaron Ellringer Cooperates in 
Rhinelander, Wisconsin, ELF Case 

Aaron Ellringer was indicted in the Rhine- 
lander, Wisconsin, Earth Liberation Front (ELF) 
attack on a Forest Service genetic engineering 
project because of the testimony of snitch Ian 
Wallace (see EF!J September-October 2008). 
Now, Ellringer, himself has turned snitch and 
taken a cooperating plea agreement. The 
agreement, viewable at midwestgreenscare. 
wordpress.com, reduces his charge to a mis- 
demeanor and requires that he testify to his 
"involvement in criminal conduct, as well as 
to the involvement of all other individuals 
known to him." 

Ellringer will be sentenced in December af- 
ter Bryan Rivera and Katherine Christianson, 
the two activists that the government wants 
to put away in this case, go to trial. It is clear 
that Ellringer's level of cooperation in this trial 
will be a deciding factor in his sentencing. Ell- 
ringer is expected to receive a six-month sen- 
tence for his role as the driver in the action. 

Aotearoa Activists Face Charges 

Eighteen indigenous and anarchist activ- 
ists in Aotearoa/New Zealand were arrested 
on October 15, 2007 (see EF!J January- 
February 2008). They were charged with 
hundreds of counts under the Terrorism 
Suppression Act, Aotearoa's counterpart to 
the USA PATRIOT Act. 

On October 30 of this year, the Crown is- 
sued an indictment against the 18 people. 
Five are now charged with "participation in 
a criminal gang." These charges are 
a desperate attempt by the govern- 
ment to save face after there was 
found to be insufficient evidence to 
bring charges under the Terrorism 
Suppression Act. The Crown seeks 
to characterize political activists who 
support Tino Rangatiratanga (sover- 
eignty for indigenous Maori people) 
as criminals. All 18 face charges un- 
der the Arms Act for the possession of 
restricted weapons. Although charges 
relating to three of the accused had 
been dismissed outright due to lack of 
evidence following a month-long de- 
position hearing, the Crown has also 
chosen to re-instate these charges. 

For more information visit, www. 
octoberl5thsolidarity.info. 

A Silver Lining in 
Economic Crisis 

The Miami, Florida-based hous- 
ing-rights direct-action group, 

Take Back the Land, is still in 
full swing thanks to the current 
financial crisis (see EF!f January- 
February 2007). 

The recent 40,342 foreclosed prop- 
erties in Miami comes as good news to 
this bunch. Thanks to Take Back the 
Land, some of Miami's homeless will 
soon be squatting it up in a brand new 
home. That's right, as quick as you can 
say "debt," squatters in Miami are lib- 
erating foreclosed homes and reclaim- 
ing public space. 

The group has been in solidarity 
with community members for years. This 
year alone, Take Back the Land risked signif- 
icant legal trouble to reclaim empty homes 
and fill them with community members 
who were previously homeless. 

"We could virtually empty the streets and 
shelters simply by filling the vacant houses," 
said director Max Rameau. "Homes should 
go to people, not kept empty so banks can 
cash in." 

Consisting of only 10 members, Take 
Back the Land first gained national media 
attention two years ago after erecting a 


shantytown called Umoja Village in the im- 
poverished Liberty City area of Miami. The 
village consisted of 21 shanties on public 
land that were constructed of wooden pal- 
lets and tarps. 

After a continuous buildup of house 
foreclosures, on October 22, Take Back the 
land helped its first family move into their 
brand new home. The group has since been 
involved in opening dozens more homes 
across Miami. 

The Miami City Council recently passed 
a law giving police and zoning authorities 
more power to interfere with Take Back the 
Land, yet the law hasn't gone into effect yet. 
"We're putting a priority on it because [va- 
cant houses] are places for criminal activity, 
for drug dealing and drug use," said Loret 
de Mola, the city code enforcement director. 
"It's a quality-of-life problem." 

Black Mesa Threatened by 
Peabody Coal, Again 

The permitting process for massive coal- 
mining expansion plans on Black Mesa, in 
northeastern Arizona, has been re-opened. 
Peabody Coal, the world's largest coal com- 
pany, is once again pushing through plans 
to massively expand dirty coal strip-mining 
operations that target the Dine and Hopi 
people’s sacred ancestral homelands on 
Black Mesa (see EF!J March-April 2007). 

The Black Mesa Project, funded by Pea- 
body Coal, outlines harmful impacts to every 
level of the ecological and cultural systems on 


Black Mesa. Thousands of acres of pristine 
canyon lands, animal and plant ecology, 
and cultural sites would be destroyed, thus 
preventing religious practices. The increased 
daily detonation of coal would affect the air 
quality and health of miners, local residents 
and their livestock. 

These plans could deplete the already- 
scarce water tables and the regional aquifer 
that is essential to residential survival, as 
well as uproot and relocate more families 
from their homelands. More than 14,000 
Dine and 100 Hopi have already been forcibly 


removed under the guise of the so-called 
"Navajo-Hopi Land Dispute." 

A record of decision — which would en- 
able the expanded mine permit to take ef- 
fect — will almost certainly be issued before 
the December holidays, according to Rick 
Holbrook, of the Office of Surface Mining's 
Denver office. 

Oaxacan Activists Framed for 
Brad Will's Murder 

Mexican federal police arrested five Oaxa- 
can activists on October 16. At least two were 
charged with having a role in the murder of 
Earth Firstler Brad Will on October 27, 2006 
(see EF!f January-February 2007). 

Brad was assassinated while working as an 
Indymedia journalist, filming the uprising 
in Oaxaca. Multiple witnesses say Brad was 
shot by paramilitaries who are seen in pho- 
tographs shooting toward him. 

Contrasting what the medical examiner 
who performed Brad's autopsy said, the Mex- 
ican government claims that the autopsy 
found powder bums on Brad's body, consis- 
tent with a close-range shooting. The medical 
examiner conducting the autopsy said that 
this was not the case. He actually specifically 
reported not finding powder bums on Brad's 
body. Additionaly, Brad was filming when 
he was shot. His video clearly shows that the 
shots were not from close range. 

The activist that the government is ac- 
cusing of murdering Brad is Juan Manuel 
Martinez Moreno. Martinez Moreno is a 
supporter of the Popular Assembly of 
the Peoples of Oaxaca (APPO, in its 
Spanish initials). 

Martinez Moreno was kidnapped, 
along with two other APPO members, 
while performing election observa- 
tions in Santa Lucia del Camino in 
2007. The kidnappers beat the three 
in the face and abdomen before 
dumping them in a community 23 
miles from Oaxaca City. 

Octavio Perez, another participant 
in the 2006 uprisings, was also taken 
into custody and accused of covering 
up the crime. 

APPO activists and members of the 
Indigenous Popular Council of Oax- 
aca say the government is blaming 
activists for Brad's murder in order to 
cover up its own involvement in the 
crime. Three of the four men caught 
on film shooting in Brad's direction 
work in different levels of the Mexi- 
can government. 

Grand Jury Subpoenas 
Withdrawn 

Grand jury subpoenas of six Texas- 
based activists in connection with 
actions at this Summer's Republican 
National Convention (RNC) in Min- 
neapolis, Minnesota, have all been 
withdrawn. 

This means that the "People's Fishing 
Expedition" is being postponed until 
the next time that the state tries to get 
up in our business (see EF!J November- 
December 2008). 

While the official reason behind the re- 
tractions is not known at this point, some 
have speculated that — from the perspective 
of the state — the strong resistance on the 
part of the Texans who were subpoenaed, 
as well as the immediate show of solidarity 
from folks all over, made the whole affair 
too much trouble for too few returns. 

For information on the continuing fed- 
eral case against Bradley Crowder and David 
McKay (the "Texas Two"), as well as infor- 
mation on other RNC-related cases, visit 
rnc08arrestees.wordpress.com. 
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Any Compromise in Defense of Civilization”? 

Wind, Solar and the Great Climate Sellout 


Hey, EF!, 
where’s 
the deep 
ecology in 
cozying up 
with 
liberals? 


by Root Force 

Over the past couple of years, it's been 
great to see climate change finally enter the 
general consciousness, as well as the result- 
ing spike in direct action against fossil fuels 
and nuclear energy. Whether climate change 
is just the sexy issue of the moment or we've 
finally found an issue that strikes a deep 
enough nerve, it seems that radicals and the 
mainstream have finally come to agree that 
climate action is needed — now. 

However, much of the otherwise great work 
happening these days suffers from one ma- 
jor flaw: the articles, communiques, banners 
and messages from these climate-related ac- 
tions either throw their support 
behind "clean energy" (usually 
meaning wind and solar power) 
or remain silent on the subject. 

This is the kind of thing we 
might expect from mainstream 
environmental nonprofits — 
but from radicals? Have we 
gone from "No Compromise 
in Defense of Mother Earth" to 
"Any Compromise in Defense 
of Civilization"? 

Nothing Clean About It 

One fundamental problem 
with wind, solar and the rest 
is that they aren't "clean" by 
any sane definition. All require 
massive amounts of industrial 
materials for their construc- 
tion, including plastics, cop- 
per and steel. However, metal comes out of 
mines, just like coal. Ripping open the Earth 
for copper-heavy solar panels or steel wind 
turbines isn't any more eco-friendly than 
ripping it open for coal. Mines are devastat- 
ing to local ecologies and communities, poi- 
soning the water as thoroughly as they strip 
the land. More often than not, these mines 
are forced on poor and indigenous commu- 
nities at the barrel of a gun. 

Some people have suggested that we could 
get around this problem by taking old cars 
and remaking them into wind turbines with- 
out mining any new iron, but this wouldn't 
be any cleaner. The steel would still have to 
be extracted through intensive industrial 
processes — including transporting the cars, 
melting them down, reforming them and 
transporting the turbines to the site of the 
wind "farm." This brings up another point: 
Once the metals, plastics, semiconductors 
and other pieces of solar panels or wind tur- 
bines are made, it still takes a heavily inten- 
sive (and yes, fossil-fuel intensive) process to 
make them into these supposedly clean en- 
ergy generators. 

It's called embedded pollution, and it's the 
same problem that gives the lie to "clean" 
cars and nuke plants. No matter how low 
their emissions might be during use, the 
emissions during manufacture, transport 
and eventual disposal are still through the 
roof. So, next time you hear someone talk- 
ing about how clean windmills and solar 
panels are, challenge them to visit their lo- 
cal steel smelting plant or an open pit cop- 
per mine (in the Southwest, Latin America 
or elsewhere) before they say that again. 

Propping Up the System 

As if all of that weren't bad enough, 
both wind and solar "farms" require huge 
amoun ts of lan d — mostly indigenous lands 
and wild areas. In short, this is land that 
those in power have written off as useless. 

We're not just talking about land for the 
"farms" themselves. We also need to include 
the massive swaths needed for the construc- 
tion of new electrical transmission grids 
across the country. A recent New York Times 
article notes that the US electric grid is not 


capable of handling a large influx of wind 
and solar energy: "The dirty secret of clean 
energy is that, while generating it is getting 
easier, moving it to market is not." That's 
because the current grid is constructed pri- 
marily for local power generation, while 
wind and solar energy need to be generated 
in very specific areas. So, while half of the 
country's electricity could be generated from 
wind in North and South Dakota, half of the 
population would have to move there in or- 
der to use it. 

That's why government and industry are 
gearing up to build an "interstate transmis- 
sion superhighway system," a "high-voltage 
backbone spanning the country." This means 



What's wrong with this otherwise awesome picture? (Hint: Look on top of the barrels.) 

extracting more "resources" to make more 
electric lines and destroying more communi- 
ties to put these lines in. 

Even if none of this were true, wind and 
solar power, would still be unjustifiable 
for one important reason: the last thing we 
should be doing is adding more power to the US 
electric grid. 

Set aside for a moment the fact that there 
are no plans to actually take coal and nuke 
plants offline when wind and solar plants 
get built. Assume for the sake of argument 
that the people who run the economy mi- 
raculously agree that we're going to keep the 
power grid at its current size and just shift it 
over to wind and solar sources. Who benefits 
from this setup? 

Let's put it another way: Will it be a bet- 
ter world when the government drags us 
off to solar-powered jails and launches its 
nuclear bombs with wind turbines? If we 
finally build enough wind farms, will all 
of the dead zones in the oceans magically 
spring back to life? Will all of the species 
that have been driven extinct return? Will 
the 100 species-per-day extinction rate 
slow down? 

Of course not. Electricity serves the system 
of industrial production that is killing the 
planet — the system that the rich and pow- 
erful have always committed theft, murder 
and genocide to maintain. 

Hijacking Our Message 

So what's the harm, you might ask? Wind 
and solar are still better, right? So, can't we 
just talk about them now, to get people on 
board in the fight against coal, then address 
the other problems later? 

That's certainly what the energy industry 
is hoping we'll do. They've read the chang- 
ing winds of opinion better than we 
have, and-are-already rolling out ag 
gressive measures to preserve the 
system while still appealing to 
the green liberal conscience. 

Within days of Barack 
Obama's election, A1 Gore's 
Alliance for Climate Protec- 
tion called on him to priori- 
tize the construction of an 


"electric [transmission) interstate" for wind, 
solar and geothermal power. Obama and the 
Democrats are calling for massive invest- 
ments in new infrastructure to "rebuild" the 
economy and "create jobs." The efforts to 
save the system in the age of declining oil 
are well underway. 

When radicals call for new electric in- 
frastructure, all we do is legitimize the gre- 
enwashing efforts of industries that will 
ultimately stab us in the back. Does anyone 
really think that Shell and BP have become 
better companies now, just because they 
make solar panels? We're letting a genie out 
of its bottle — whipping up public support 
for new technology is far easier than turning 
sentiment against it later. 

Throwing our support be- 
hind the capitalists and their 
wind and sun "farms" is sell- 
ing out the next generation; 
it ensures that, just as we 
spend our days fighting the 
fossil fuel industry, our kids 
will spend theirs fighting the 
wind and solar industries. 
This is just another version 
of the mentality that we've 
all complained about: "I'll be 
dead when [insert ecological 
calamity] happens, so I don't 
care." Sure, replacing coal 
with wind will still kill the 
planet — but at least I won't 
have to adapt to a radically 
new world in my lifetime. 

It's easy to say that wind 
and solar power will save the world — it's 
politically fashionable, after all, and it's a 
nice safe answer for when you inevitably 
get asked "what else?" — but it's still a lie. It's 
much mqre difficult .totalk about how we 
have to stop consuming so much, to scale 
back, to live locally and to build sustainable 
communities — but at least it's truthful. 

When we offer up wind and solar power 
as positive alternatives, we are discouraging 
people from taking the radical action that 
we so desperately need. We are asking them 
to put their energy into the continued kill- 
ing of the planet. We're encouraging them 
to waste their time trying to make a fun- 
damentally genocidal, Earth-killing system 
somehow just and sustainable. 

When the oceans are one big dead zone, 
when the last forest falls, when all the wa- 
ter is poisoned and undrinkable, when the 
last wild and free creature dies, when the last 
spot of Earth is covered with concrete — well, 
then we'll all be dead. Wind and solar power 
will do nothing to change our breakneck tra- 
jectory toward that fate. 

So, by all means, fight fossil fuels and 
nukes — there's no question that those indus- 
tries need to be shut down. However, please 
stop saying that "clean" energy can replace 
them — that we can have the modern way of 
life and a living planet, too. The truth is, we 
simply can't — and the sooner we admit that, 
the better. 

Root Force works to take down the system by 
facilitating action against the expansion of global 
trade infrastructure: For more information, 
visit www.rootforce.org. 
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BY ABIGAIL 

Climate change is on every- 
one's mind. Whether you work 
for the Sierra Club or ExxonMo- 
bil, rallying behind the call to 
"fight climate change" is becom- 
ing the norm. With each dire 
report that comes out and every 
unseasonably severe storm that 
devastates some corner of the 
Earth, the reality that humans 
are destroying the life-support 
systems of this planet is becom- 
ing clear to more people. 

Yet, even with so many warn- 
ing signs that modern society is 
hurtling toward the abyss of cli- 
mate catastrophe, mainstream 
climate activism remains domi- 
nated by watered-down notions 
of what is "politically feasible." 
The demands of professional en- 
vironmentalists are not driven 
by what we need to ensure that 
the Earth can survive, but by 
what sort of "request" can gain 
political traction; what tiny 
step can we get them to agree 
to? "No real change can hap- 
pen without industry," they 
say. "How can we get the corpo- 
rations on board? How can we 
convince them that they can 
make just as much money off of 
us with wind and solar as they 
can with fossil fuels?" 

The mechanisms for addressing 
climate change being pursued by 
governments and industry (such 
as carbon trading, or "greening" 
industries like coal and nuclear) 
are failing and/or are exacerbat- 
ing the problem. Many "solu- 
tions" like agro-fuels are creating 
new social and environmental 
atrocities. 

Governments, corporations, 
nonprofits and all forms of 
green initiatives are toting the 
feel-good line of "sustainable 
growth," a dangerous oxymoron 
that justifies the status quo while 
giving lip service to the looming 
apocalypse of ecosystem collapse 
and agricultural meltdown. 

Nowhere is this more clear 
than in international climate 
talks. The United Nations Con- 
ference of the Parties (COP) 
negotiations around the Kyoto 
Protocol have been completely 
bought out by corporate inter- 
ests and watered down to the 
point of uselessness. These talks 
no longer focus on the science 
behind climate change, what is 
at stake or what scale of response 


more of the same market-based 
crap from the next agreement, 
which is slated to kick off at the 
next major climate talks sched- 
uled for Copenhagen, Denmark, 
on November 30, 2009. 

Does this date ring a bell? The 
Copenhagen meetings, ironi- 
cally, are set to commence ex- 
actly 10 years to the day after 
the historic mobilization that 
shut down the World Trade Or- 
ganization's meeting in Seattle 
in 1999. Those of us who were 
there feel a tinge of nostalgia, 
along with a bittersweet reflection 
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proposed solution to climate 
change are: who is proposing 
this "solution?" Who will ben- 
efit? Who will bear the impacts 
and consequences? 

A top-down, corporate model for 
"change" will never address sys- 
temic issues like over-consumption 
(most corporations require massive 
levels of consumption to exist) or 
the exploitation of workers and 
"natural resources." It will never 
challenge the cornerstones of con- 
sumer capitalism that are destroy- 
ing the climate — industrial-scale 
agriculture, centralized systems 
of energy produc- 

f tion and distribu- 
tion, sprawling 
development, etc. 
Unfortunately, the 
big greens are lin- 
ing up behind such 
top-down climate 

■ initiatives, and 
they are drawing in 
thousands of con- 
cerned citizens and 


on the rise and fall I 
of the global jus- 
tice movement.’ * 

Perhaps the over- 
whelming nature 
of the problems 1 ' * 1 ' 

we face has as 
much to do with 
the near-dormancy Q Jf^QT 

of radical move- 
ments as political “ ■ 

repression does. 

However, mo- 
mentum has been growing over 
the past few years, and this time, 
the focus is more on global cli- 
mate change. Unfortunately, 
many of the folks who are ac- 
tive these days were not around 
for the teach-ins on globaliza- 
tion and neoliberalism's roots 
in colonization, repression and 
slavery. They missed out on the 
mass mobilizations, direct ac- 
tion trainings, street scuffles, 
and cross-pollination of move- 
ments and communities that in- 
spired so many offshoots of this 
broader movement for justice 
and sanity. The movement to 
stop climate change lacks teeth, 
a sense of history and alignment 
with revolutionary movements 
that have come before. 


_ festal 


up-and-coming youth climate ac- 
tivists who are looking for outlets 
for action. 

The Power Shift phenome- 
non is a good illustration — thou- 
sands of young people flocked 
to Washington, DC, last year 
for the biggest summit on cli- 
mate change ever to happen in 
the US. 

Keynote speakers included Nan- 
cy Pelosi and other politicians, 
and the conference culminat- 
ed in a "lobby day" in which 
conference participants could 
"take action" by advocating for 
change within the proper chan- 
nels. (Fortunately, there was 
an alternative — a few hundred 
people also shut down a branch 
of Citi.) 


efforts, however, are not di- 
rected by DC-based, large non- 
governmental organizations. In 
an effort to show incremental 
victories and produce "deliver- 
ables," mainstream climate ac- 
tivism focuses on winning small 
concessions from large corpora- 
tions, or on number-crunching 
to make individual institutions, 
families and businesses, appear 
"carbon-neutral," rather than look- 
ing at the root causes of climate 
change: industrialism, a culture 
based on consumption and a so- 
ciety religiously devoted to capi- 
talism. Systemic change is not 
on the agenda. 

Still, the recent upswing in 
people who axe interested in tak- 
ing action on climate change is 
proof that people do care and are 
increasingly more aware of the 
issues. People are getting hyped- 
up about buying carbon offsets 
and energy-efficient light bulbs, 
because these are the only solu- 
tions being offered to them. No 
one is telling them how to real- 
istically make a dent in the mas- 
sive amount of greenhouse gases 
we spew into the atmosphere ev- 
eryday. We all have to get serious 
about localizing our lives, get- 
ting to know our communities 
and looking to the land around 
us to meet our needs for food, 
shelter, energy and medicine. 

In this context, a clear, well- 
communicated anti-capitalist 
analysis is more relevant than 
ever. Both the climate crisis and 
the current economic turmoil 
are good illustrations that an 
economic model based on con- 
tinuous growth is destroying our 
(and millions of other species') 
ability to survive on Earth. Some 
of the US's most mainstream 
newspapers and magazines are 
outright questioning unfettered 
capitalism. Where are we in this 
dialogue? The time is ripe for a 
radical intervention. 

Vibrant social movements 
have sprung up throughout the 
global South. They are fighting 
not only the causes of global 
warming (fossil fuel extraction 
and development), but also its 
"false solutions:" carbon trading, 
agro-fuels, industrial tree planta- 
tions (some of which threaten to 
contaminate the world's remain- 
ing rainforests with genes from 
genetically engineered trees), 
massive hydroelectric projects, 
nukes and other carbon offset 


From one 
continent 
to another, 
talcing a 
movement 
in a more 
radical 
direction 


is appropriate. Rather, the focal The current "green jobs" craze This year. Power Shift ex- projects. We in the global North 
point has become "market-based is one example of a solution that pects as many as 15,000 youth have a lot to learn from groups 

mechanisms" and getting the big sounds good (who could argue and students to attend, and like Via Campesina and the 

corporations (and their friends with creating jobs and protect- they are considering invit- World Rainforest Movement, 

in government) on board with ing the environment?), but on ing such inspiring figures as who are resisting the corporate 

the eventual plan. Countries that inspection, does little to chal- Brad Pitt and Angelina Jolie to takeover of communal lands 

signed onto the Kyoto Protocol lenge corporate dominance or speak there. with land occupations and mass 

are not even meeting Kyoto's a centralized economy driven Still, more disturbing than actions against timber planta- 

meager goal of reducing emis- by the whims of global trade. Is calling in celebrities to spear- tions. These and many other 

sions by 5.2 percent below 1990 the Ford Motor Company really head climate activism is the grassroots groups struggling for 

levels by 2012; overall, emissions the best entity to build the new strategy of getting big institu- ecological justice, community 

have continued to rise. green world of the future, with tions to lead the way. control of resources, food secu- 

Kyoto expires in 2012, and ne- a shift to manufacturing hybrids Change that will actually rity and indigenous sovereignty 

gotiations are already underway and other cars that get slightly benefit communities and eco- are joining forces under the ban- 

to determine what will come better mileage? Critical ques- systems must be driven by the ner of Climate Justice, 

next. We can undoubtedly expect tions to ask when looking at any grassroots. Such locally-based continued on page 22. 
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Blow Up a Koala on His Celly 

Aussie scientists are using cell phones to 
spy on koalas. Researchers tagged the chatty 
marsupials on St. Bees Island off of northeast 
em Australia with satellite tracking devi 
to monitor their movements, and they * 
put mobile phones in the trees which are 
grammed to turn on every 30 minutes and 
cord for two minutes. Not wanting to get 
behind in the "green revolution," the pho 
are charged by solar power and car batteri 

Researchers record the koala's bellows 
try to translate them. They hope this can 
be used to help conserve the koala who is 
threatened by habitat destruction. 

We expect findings to report that koalas 
are saying things like , "...nothing, what are 
you doing?" and texting, "I dropped a stick 
on that python again. LOL." 

Dick Cheney and Laura Bush in 
Epic "Clash for the Tritons" 

With the Bush administration's clock at 
two minutes to midnight, the battle over 
protecting areas of the Pacific Ocean from 
fishing and mineral exploration is raging. 

On this side, weighing in at 126 pounds is 
First Lady Laura Bush, who, in a flash of self- 



Q; What do you get when you run 500 solar panels through 
a cemetary, possibly creating zombies ? A: A false solution! 

Even though experts from around the world 
grapple with the problem of how to cut global 
warming while addressing a worsening finan- 
cial crisis, the govemator seemed confident that 
his climate meeting would influence negotia- 
tions on a new climate treaty during a United 
Nations gathering in Poland in December. 

The two-day summit was held at the lux- 


assertiveness, has asked her aides to confer ury hotel (turned bastion of sustainability- 
with scientists on how to maintain diverse not!), the Beverly Hilton. 


eco-systems. 

In the other corner is Vice President Dick 
Cheney, weight undisclosed for national 
security reasons, arguing that banning fish- 
ing and mineral exploration will hurt the 
region's economy. 

WTF, right? We hope they both drown. 


May the Schwarzenegger mausoleums at the cemetery, transforming 

Be With You the crypts into a source of undead energy. 

California Governor Arnold Schwarzeneg- The panels produce the power equivalent 
ger opened his "climate change summit" by to the annual demand of 60 homes, and 
telling the no-doubt star-struck attendees flows into the local energy grid for normal 
from around the globe that environmental consumption. 

protection can be balanced with economic "The best tribute we can pay to our an- 
growth. No, really! He said that! cestors, whatever your religion may be, is 

continued from page 21 One of the main tenets of same time, we must e: 

Indigenous groups have been Climate Justice is that change lish a baseline of dem; 
mobilizing against a new UN comes from the grassroots. Solu- that does not inclu< 
program called Reducing Emis- tions to the climate crisis must continuation of co 
sions from Deforestation and come from communities on rate control of the pla 
Degradation (REDD). Launched the frontlines who are fighting and does include a res 
in September, this World Bank- the fossil fuel industry and who for the rights and dig 
funded program would priva- are already feeling the impacts of all people and spe 
tize indigenous forestlands and of industrial development and Such a constellation 
bring them under the control climate change. There are sev- ideas is coming togel 
of the global carbon market in eral environmental justice and under the umbrella of 
order to "better manage" them, indigenous-led groups in the mate Justice. 

At the failed climate meetings US that are doing great work The UN meetings in 
in Bali, indigenous groups pro- around climate issues. What is penhagen will be h 
nounced that "REDD will steal missing here is broader support The Kyoto Protc 
our land.... States and carbon for these groups and cross-issue bogged down in corpc 
traders will take control over movement building. interests and preoccu 

our forests." With the anti-capitalist with getting a bell: 

The REDD document itself movement's tendency toward ent US government 
admits that the program would theorizing and critiquing, good board, was a bust. V 
"deprive communities of their old-fashioned people power comes next is not u] 
legitimate land-development as- seems to often get overlooked, the official delegates, 
pirations, that hard-fought gains If we are serious about making to all of us. With ecc 
in forest management practices change, and serious about the tem collapse and the 
might be wasted... and that it fact that meaningful change gest mass extinction e 
could erode culturally rooted happens when communities the dinosaurs upon u 
not-for-profit conservation val- come together to solve their everything at stake. I 
ues." The document does not own problems, then we need throw everything we 
distinguish between healthy, to get off our asses, out of our building a movement 
native forests and monoculture cultural and ideological ghettos, ecological and climate 
tree plantations. In theory, one and into the streets to talk with Grassroots groups a 


Spanish Town Digs Solar Energy 

Flat, open and sun-drenched land is scarce 
in Santa Coioma de Graraenet, Spain. So, 
naturally, the only viable spot to move ahead 
with its new solar energy program was the 
local graveyard. 

Nearly 500 panels are placed on top of 


th You 

omia Governor Arnold Schwarzeneg- 


« 


to generate clean energy for new genera- 
tions. That is our leitmotif," Esteve Serret, 
director of Conste-Live Energy said. The 
Spanish company also runs the cemetery 
in Santa Coioma. 

"Huggable" Chinese Panda 
on Rampage 

A college student visiting a zoo in the 
southern Chinese city of Guilin, was bitten 
by a panda after he broke into the bear's en- 
closure hoping to get a hug. 

"Yang Yang was so cute, and I just wanted 
. to cuddle him. I didn't expect he would at- 
; tack," the 20-year-old student said. There 
, are signs on Yang Yang's enclosure warning 
people not to climb in. 

Yang Yang who was flown to Guilin last year, 
did not seem to suffer any negative psycholog- 
ical effects, according to a park employee. 

In 2000, another panda bit a drunk tour- 
ist who broke into his enclosure and tried to 
hug him while he was asleep. The tourist re- 
taliated by biting the panda back. 

Police are Afraid of 
Bloodthirsty "Eco-terrorists" 

Police are reportedly legitimately scared 
that an eco-terrorist group has supporters that 
believe that reducing the Earth's population 
by four-fifths will help protect the planet. 

Officers from a special unit that monitors 
an eco-movement called Earth First! are con- 
cerned that a "lone maverick" eco-extremist 
might attempt a terrorist attack aimed at kill- 
ing large numbers of Britons, according to a 
United Kingdom’s newspaper, The Observer. 

A senior source at the unit said it has grow- 
ing evidence of a threat from eco-activists. 
"We found statements that four-fifths of 
the human population has to die in order 
for species to survive." It was not specified 
where these reports were found or if Tom 
Clancy novels are their primary inspiration. 

Rather, some folks simply advocate 
birth control. 


One of the main tenets of 
Climate Justice is that change 
comes from the grassroots. Solu- 
tions to the climate crisis must 
come from communities on 
the frontlines who are fighting 
the fossil fuel industry and who 
are already feeling the impacts 
of industrial development and 
climate change. There are sev- 
eral environmental justice and 
indigenous-led groups in the 
US that are doing great work 
around climate issues. What is 
missing here is broader support 
for these groups and cross-issue 
movement building. 

With the anti-capitalist 
movement's tendency toward 
theorizing and critiquing, good 
old-fashioned people power 
seems to often get overlooked. 
If we are serious about making 
change, and serious about the 
fact that meaningful change 
happens when communities 
come together to solve their 
own problems, then we need 
to get off our asses, out of our 
cultural and ideological ghettos, 
and into the streets to talk with 


same time, we must estab- j~ 
lish a baseline of demands 
that does not include a 
continuation of corpo- / / 

rate control of the planet, ; f , 
and does include a respect | I 
for the rights and dignity & \ 
of all people and species. Nk 

Such a constellation of v 

ideas is coming together, ^ * 

under the umbrella of Cli- ^ y 

mate Justice. jy> 

The UN meetings in Co- iCjjf 
penhagen will be huge. 

The Kyoto Protocol, fcj 
bogged down in corporate >„ .•* 

interests and preoccupied 
with getting a belliger- % 

ent US government on f 

board, was a bust. What fit*’’* 

comes next is not up to 

the official delegates, but 

to all of us. With ecosys- A polluting Cl 
tem collapse and the big- 
gest mass extinction event since this i 
the dinosaurs upon us, we have detei 
everything at stake. It's time to with 
throw everything we have into from 
building a movement for social, As 
ecological and climate justice. shap 
Grassroots groups around the gethi 


I 

||fj f jj! 
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A polluting CEO on the run from climate activists 


this mobilization will take will be 
determined in coming months, 
with input and participation 
from many different groups. 

As this new movement takes 
shape, we will need to come to- 
gether across lines of race, class, 


could cut down a native rain- regular people about our visions world are already mobilizing education, culture and geogra- 

forest, sell the timber, replant it for a better future. around the Copenhagen meet- phy; we will need to meet each 

with a Eucalyptus tree planta- Momentum is already build- ings — not to get people to fly to other, listen to each other, and 

tion and get carbon credits for ing. The direction that this mo- Denmark to fill the streets out- exercise our power together in 

"reforestation." Around 60 mil- mentum is directed will have a side the conference center (the the streets. Earth Firstlers have 

lion indigenous people depend lot to do with who shows up to Europeans will probably have much to bring to this struggle, 

upon the forest lands that REDD make shit happen. Right now, that covered), but to build this with a focus on biocentrism and 

considers most threatened. there are a lot more profes- movement globally and locally, a skill set of direct action strate- 

With much of the rationale sional environmentalists show- In the US, a coalition of gies and tactics. Wherever the US 
and funding for these proj- ing up to climate debates than grassroots, environmental action hubs end up being for the 

ects originating in the US, and anti-authoritarians. justice, indigenous and anti- Mobilization for Climate Justice, 

many similarly destructive proj- Now is the time to build bridges, capitalist groups are coming I hope y'all will be there, 

ects happening within our bor- to bring together communities together to organize a Mobili- When abigail is not organizing 
ders, an intensified movement and campaigns to listen to each zation for Climate Justice here, with Rising Tide , she enjoys getting 

is needed here in the belly of other and make space for many where so many global problems to know the plants and mountains 

the beast. opinions and perspectives. At die are rooted. The particular form of Southern Appalachia. 
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BY JEZZABELL 

Within the Earth First! movement, there are numerous divisions. 
Two very similar, yet drastically contrasting groups are transient ac- 
tivists and long-term community organizers. The main difference 
between the two groups is the duration of time spent at a single 
location. Both share a passion for change and a willingness to work 
for it. While one group chooses to engage in work within their own 
community, the other chooses to travel and help others in their 
communities. 

No matter which group you fall within while campaigning, you 
can surely understand the importance of each component. Many 
things can influence how these two groups coexist while working 
together. Respecting each group for everything they are capable 
of is important. Each side provides the other with numerous eye- 
opening benefits. Analyzing different situations within campaigns 
and learning how to optimize these benefits (and pull them to the 
surface) is a discussion that both sides need to have. 

Gaining a Better Sense of Direction 

Direction is a useful tool for balancing dynamics between orga- 
nizers and newcomers. This can be approached from either side. 
There are numerous tasks travelers can do before hitting the road. 
Likewise, there are plenty of things for campaigns to discuss before 
they begin inviting folks to town. 

Some new folks come to town dying to plug-in on specific proj- 
ects. Others may come to town with a big bag of special tricks. After 
minimal direction, they are ready to get their hands dirty. Travelers 
like this are just plain loveable. Others may be head-over-heels into 
taking on some of the less-desirable tasks. Finding ways to plug into a 
new campaign can be extremely rewarding. It can also help people 
get over those new town blues and jitters. 

Filling in every new persyn that shows up to town can become 
unfathomably tedious. Elayuig.an accessible infrastructure already 
in place for newcomers is a must. Zines with maps and locations of 
the local hotspots for nature, food and fun are nice. Also, having a 
community-accessible list of meetings, ongoing projects and work- 
ing groups helps people acclimate much quicker. One should try to 
have some sort of regular meetings, too. 

Effects of Campaigns on Communities 

Community involvement outside of campaigns is a task that both 
travelers and organizers could work on in some places. It's incred- 
ibly easy to become fully absorbed in activism. Yet, without actually 
spending time in your community, it is impossible to realistically 
organize effectively. 

The role we take in communities as organizers reflects on our cam- 
paigns immensely. For long-term relationships to develop, there is 
an obvious need for long-term commitments. While bridging gaps 
between a campaign and locals, a sense of involvement, dedication 
and action to back it up is a must! Those that pillage the Earth are 
never going to just move away. There needs to be a defined group 
focused on long-term organizing. 

The Role of High-Risk Situations 

One of the most defendable roles for 
transient community members to fill are 
the riskier arrestable ones. The absence of 
common inhibitors, like a job and rent, 
enables the average traveler to jump into 
action worry-free. Anyone that has or- 
ganized actions before knows that fill- 
ing these roles is often tedious. Allowing 
local organizers to stay out of jail also 
helps out local campaigns drastically in 
the long run. 

While most arrests result in small slaps 
on the wrist, the scumbags in blue can 
definitely escalate charges. This is where 
bond money comes in. What if some- 
one fronts money for a couple of com- 
rades to get out of the slammer, and they 
don't get reimbursed? Even worse, what 
if someone signs for someone to get out 
and that persyn just never appears in 
court? Now, you have a whole new situ- 
ation on your hands. 

Support throughout the winding 
maze of the judicial world is extremely 


important. Splitting town, then planning on showing up to court 
later, can really take away from possible empathetic support roles. 
While facing the peril of large fines, SLAPP suits, probation, grand 
juries, or the possibility of jail or prison time, having activists have 
your back really helps. Going into actions as a team and feeling the 
aftershock alone can be really confusing and sometimes detrimen- 
tal to everyone involved. 

Culture 

Traveling to a new place often means navigating a different demo- 
graphic of people. This can lead to culturally enriching experiences. 
For instance, learning stories of local indigenous people in central 
California or seeing how trans-friendly Philadelphia is can be eye- 
opening. Learning about new cultures can help identify new areas 
of interest. Additionally, for local organizers, it can provide a time to 
express how culturally unique your bioregion is. 

Fighting with the Land and Animals 

Not surprisingly, a lot of Earth First! 's work is based around 
combating those who are destroying the homes of animals and 
throwing delicate ecosystems off balance. This brings up the con- 
cept of connecting to your land. Different people have varying 
thoughts on this. 

Being stationary usually helps create long-term bonds with your 
land base. It helps provide time to enjoy all four seasons and learn 
how they affect flora, fauna and various situations within one's 
community. It also provides more time for wildcrafting. Learning 
how to utilize what you're working hard to protect can be a very 
intimate experience for eco-defenders. 

In contrast, being on the move provides opportunities to see far- 
away lands and learn how precious and diverse all ecosystems are. 
Enjoying new places and being away from your bioregion, or even 
in a different part of it, can help develop new-found bonds. 

,2, VO .--Vi./ .;.V.r : •’ ■> ; . '. : . 

Accepting Transience in the Movement 

We need to think critically about our activism. New perspectives 
are perfect for this. We all have our own unique experiences. Sharing 
these experiences with each other is beneficial for all parties in- 
volved. What better way to bond than late night discussions about 
strategy with new comrades? 

The capability to pass along skills to help others with their cam- 
paigns is incredibly empowering. Sharing the solutions you've 
helped develop can create a brighter future for someone else. As we 
all travel through life, we intersect at different points. These points 
can prove to be life changing, as we aid each other in developing 
solutions to the problems that we encounter. 

Staying in one place, might make it seem as though we are part 
of a small, fragmented movement. Traveling and engaging in dif- 
ferent campaigns helps us realize that we are indeed part of a very 
tightly-knit, widespread movement. Including ourselves in our 
perspectives of the wider movement helps us develop a better 
grasp on what we belong to. It's easy to feel alone when you've 
never seen the other amazing people from different bioregions 
that you're fighting with. 

All things aside, what about the 
exuberant flood of fresh energy from 
wild-eyed travelers? When local en- 
ergy begins to slip, a fiery traveler 
ready to throw down can really boost 
group morale. Campaign work and 
organizing sometimes become rou- 
tine and monotonous. A new persyn 
falling in love with a campaign after 
traveling from across the country 
helps remind long-termers what they 
are fighting for. You'd be surprised 
how contagious and inspiring some 
people's energy can be. 

A basic acknowledgement of tran- 
sience in our movement is a must. Many 
communities fall short of this. Let's face 
it, nearly everywhere that activism and 
campaigning occur, an influx of new 
people appears at one time or another. 
Why push these people away and dis- 
regard them for the short time they're 
available? This is blatantly ignoring a 
piece of our culture. We are all fighting 
the same fight! Let's do it together! 
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Clear as cut glass Si just as dangerous 
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VUhtity KucMtAt, Ctffec &hy 

What you plant 

in the slap and suck of a winter's rain 
is thick with rivers of orange roots. 

Recognition lies in the fingertips, 

placing saplings snug 

in muddy syrups and saltwater taffy soils. 




Persistence is rich. 


On Cypress Avenue I watch for the ghosts 
of Wintu women, with willow root baskets, 
pine nut 

skirts, poles spread with the silver 
skins and carmine flesh of drying salmon. 


'ISIOHS 
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Tfvis Kwt C\tftktb VUhti 

There must be more to life 
than what's lurking in our living room 
So we step outside into the open 
where birds are calling from their cores 



& trees are unspeakably taking part 

People are always reaching for the impossible 
& I'm no exception 

Why am I always putting things into words 
when nature specializes 
in nonverbal communication? 


Leaves draw from roots: 
sure signatures scrawled under clays, 
holding a historic chemistry. 
Something vital then, about leaning 
into the dark 

how we crawl it, weighing the hours 
between fruit and relief. 

Soon, dawn begins to utter them: 
notes of color rising in its throat, 
flame-purples, greens, and silky white: 
gripping the stiff-edge slopes 
and bare-backed rock, 
their sugars breathing light. 


I spot them in a half-circle 

along Churn Creek Road, near a deli. 

They are watching a great-granddaughter 
pump unleaded into her battered truck, 
the power of Eagle dangling 
from her rearview. 


As we're weeding the garden on our knees 

I can't help but wonder 

What if it turns out 

that on this beautiful garden planet 

it's humans who are the real weeds? 


I wonder if their baskets hold blackbird 
feathers, salmon bones, the future. 


-Susan Kelly-DeWitt 


■Steve Toth 


-Maya Khosla 


Cute little thing jumped up & gave a tiny blade of thirsty Grass 
Just the right amount of courage to break through the concrete 
And remind us all again, "this too shall pass" 

Mama Nature has already paid the cost 
And even though 

She sometimes gets confused, lets go & loses control 
She knows she's Mama 
She knows the Earth is her home 
I And these days 

She's spending all her time getting ready to stay ready 
In anticipation of Mankind's next display of foolishness 
Regardless of whether we're ready to accept the ramifications 
Of humanity's actions or inaction 
Mama knows... she's always known 
In no uncertain terms... Earth is her Turf!!! 

And it's Nature's Nature to always reclaim what's hers 
Mess with just one of her Babies & even history won't miss you & 
There's nothing worse than an angry Mother's fury 
Nature Is J 

One of those over-protective kind of Mamas that almost never plays 
A Mama that will always let you know 
She would much rather hold you, but 
If you push her too hard, she'll fight 
Think twice before you act unwisely 
: Unless X'' V 

You think your conscience is strong enough to handle the loss 

'Cause when Nature takes, she takes it all 

Big Mama's temper tantrums have been known 

To turn Heaven & Hell inside out before you can blink your eyes 

So, while there's still a chance 

Find what’s left of common sense in your heart 

Be an unwavering example of peace & harmony 

Moving productively fit gracefully through life like a Dewdrop 

Or we're gonna lose big time... this time we're gonna lose it all 

In the long run, the Old Girl always wins 

That's the way it's always been 


It all began with little drop of Dew 
As stupidity knocked down too many trees 
And the Rain ran away 
When the Clouds disappeared 
And arrogance lost its mind 

Next, some big money Jerks come pay an unasked for visit 
Covered the beauty of Creation's Bounty with concrete 
And a heart broken Earth turned in on herself 
Brutally humiliated, the Old Girl was devastated 
As she was forced to watch 

Flowers fade, the silent spaces where Birds used to play & 

Bumble Bees hooked on Pollen followed the Flowers that got away 

She sat, had to watch the Leaves fall to the ground 

Feel the pain of seeing the plushest of foliage get rotten & die 

Mother Nature was "pissed" & she cried 

Was furious, but she just cried 

She ate the hate & got sick from the steady diet of disrespect 
As she tried to be "cool" & get through this re-run cycle of strife 
Still under our feet all kinds of little Critters witnessed 
Strawberry Creek (like the Ohlone's Mission Creek) being driven 
Deeper underground looking for a safe place to hide 
As sniveling greedy hypocrites worked hard at looking all pitiful 
Boo-hoo'd & tried to look like they were pushing tears aside 
(In denial of their own treacherous handiwork) 

Then had the nerve to curse the desiccated blandness of the Land 
And the Floods of madness If 

That brought about the nothingness of Drot^tlkal 
A soulless duplication of the dryness I , 

Of Arrogance's own lack of humanity & imagination 

A continuous saga, a bankrupt cjppa |r 

The arrhythmic Dance that comes from worshipping dollars 

And in complete disregard of common sense 

Greed wrapped itself from head to foot 

Masked the sterile suicidal shame in their own self pity V|jggh 

And were so unbelievably busy feeling sorry for themselves 

That they completely lost sight 

Of the fact that they were only a small part of life 

They never even noticed § 

The resilient reappearance of the beauty of Clouds 
Or that little ignored drop of Water ^ jflHj 

You know, the one that refused to give up the ghost 
Mama's stubborn little Dewdrop 


That's the way the Story always go 

■ 5 Mama... Big Mama 

Mother Nature is always Boss! 
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A CANADIAN COLLECTIVE UNITES RADICAL MOVEMENTS 


by Leah 

Upping the Anti: A Journal of Theory and 
Action, UTA Publications, 2008. 

Roughly 200 pages of articles, interviews, 
book reviews, and letters that read like mini- 
essays, Upping The Anti (UTA) leans heavily 
on all things within the radical left. The last 
two issues of the publication also include a 
number of essays about the student activ- 
ist movement in Canada and the US, where 
you can learn that the group, Platypus, is 
taking over. This is a collection of writings 
that is not primarily for an Earth First! audi- 
ence, but by no means is it a collection to 
be ignored. 


UPPING THE ANTI 
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With many books sent our way, it is at 
times hard to find ones that are worth high- 
lighting from an EF! perspective, due to the 
amount of conservation and "greenwash- 
ing" books that arrive that are irrelevant to 
our movement. 

UTA gives folks the opportunity to tap into 
many movements with writings that come 
from the hearts of various campaigns. What 
I enjoyed the most was consistently experi- 
encing each author's fervor and conviction. 

The latest release, number seven, included 
multiple articles on indigenous struggles. 
After reading the article, "Declaring the 
Exception: Direct Action, Six Nations, and 
the Struggle in Brantford," the comparison 
between the arrests and oppression of the 
Six Nations people to those targeted in 
the Green Scare — as well as the arrests dur- 
ing the 2008 Republican National Conven- 
tion — appeared more obviously. 

The article discussed the possible victories 
in the campaign for Six Nations people to re- 
claim land that is subjected to development, 
as well as those lands that are already devel- 
oped. It also calls for an increase in the use 
of blockades, one of their main tactics. 

Each issue of UTA allows its contributing 
writers to fully present their topic, a luxury 
lost to smaller journals. May 2008's release 
of UTA number six included the article, "The 
Green Scare is Everywhere," a concise pre- 
sentation and topic that most certainly de- 
serves the spotlight from a wider audience 
outside of our own. The article points out 
an important fact that all activists organiz- 
ing in North America need to know and un- 
derstand: Based on Operation Backfire and 
the Green Scare, the activities of all "activ- 
ists can and will be used against other left 
groups that challenge capital and state." 

In the latest release, an article calling for 
positive female representation from the hip- 
hop community was submitted as a letter 


response to an interview with M-l of Dead 
Prez (UTA number sixj. The interview in- 
cluded questions I would want to ask the 
revolutionary rapper if I had the chance, 
with a letter response that complimented 
much of M-l's points. The rapper discusses 
going to college, getting turned off by what 
that road could lead to and getting into 
organizing, because the "US government- 
funded education system was preparing us 
to go out into the world and create more 
opportunities for capitalist exploitation." 

Upping the Anti seems similar to the Cri- 
methlnc. magazine, Rolling Thunder, in its 
critique and analysis of theory and action, 
though UTA has a greater "radical left" 
wingspan of activists and organizers. 

The editorial in number seven was a rough 
start, filled with too much cross-sectioning 
and intellectual politics, though it obvi- 
ously came from a well-read perspective. I 
commend those who write, read and dis- 
cuss all the dissections of the world. Still, 
I mostly wonder why there aren't more 
strong-standing collectives building on our 
experiences, taking action and implement- 
ing alternatives, rather than so much talk 
of theory. The editorial is well written in a 
way that is critical of today's widely read 
theoretical authors, such as John Zerzan, 
Derrick Jensen, Naomi Klein and George 
Monbiot. I enjoyed parts of the anonymous 
editorial, in particular the short analysis on 
primitivism. 

Released twice a year, UTA is a journal of 
submissions to a pan-Canadian editorial 
collective based out of Toronto. It is sold on 
the shelves for $10. If you want five or more 
copies for distribution, the journal is $5 a 
copy, and they will cover the postage. New 
articles will be uploaded to their website 
over the next few months. If you would like 
to find out about submitting to the collec- 
tive, visit www.uppingtheanti.org. 
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Vengeful Animals 

on once-undisturbed habitats. 
by Kent MacDougall Attacks on humans have mul- 

The animals are angry — and tiplied in India's northeastern 
they're fighting back. From China, Assam state, as deforestation re- 
where six black bears who were duces monkeys, leopards, tigers 
kept in cramped, crushing "ex- and elephants to homelessness, 
traction cages" to have their bile driving them onto farms and 
painfully removed via a surgical into villages. Hunger has over- 
extraction process, ganged up on ridden the natural instinct of 
their keeper and ate him, to Ugan- Indian wolves to avoid humans, 
da, where baboons avenged the impelling them to attack and 
death of a troop member by am- carry off small children, 
bushing the guilty farmer and tear- In Bangladesh, intense poach- 

ing out his heart, to the US, where ing of Royal Bengal tigers has 
a Siberian tiger leapt from its zoo taught them to consider humans 
enclosure, and chased down and as enemies and made them more 
killed a visitor seen taunting it, aggressive. In one three-month 
animals are rising up in rebellion period several years ago, tigers 


Are Getting Even 

Fishermen who favor the rela- And, so it goes wherever ani- 
tive safety of a boat while aiming mals are being oppressed — that 
to kill top predators of the sea is, just about everywhere. The 
aren't immune to wrathful resis- individual and group actions 
tance either. In 2000, a 10-foot- of self-defense, resistance and 
long swordfish hooked off of revolt described in this article 
Mexico's Pacific coast leapt into a comprise only a small sample 
lone fisherman's boat and thrust of the guerrilla skirmishes being 
its spear all the way through the fought wherever rapacious hyper- 
fisherman's abdomen, pinning industrialized civilization has 
him to the side of the boat. The taken over and is exploiting spe- 
fisherman lay there helpless for cies. Animal rights activists can 
two days while his boat drifted, take heart that the victims they 
until he was spotted by another seek to liberate are increasingly 
boat and rescued. Likewise, in fighting to liberate themselves. 
2006, off of the coast of Bermu- Intensifying the joint liberation 
da, a blue marlin vaulted across struggle can only benefit all spe- 
the stern of a boat and impaled cies, humans included. 


against their human oppressors. 

Far from isolated acts of re- 
venge limited to fierce animals 
with sharp teeth and claws, 
these three incidents are part 
and parcel of a worldwide up- 
surge in resistance to tyrannical 
civilization by representatives 
spanning nearly the entire spec- 
trum of the animal kingdom. 

Insects are among those retal- 
iating for human depredations. 
Last April, in the Chiapas state 
of Mexico, honeybees who 
were provoked when a stray 
bullet from an open-air po- 
lice firing range hit their hive, 
swarmed the range and sent 20 
cops to the hospital, many in 
serious condition with stings 
over much of their bodies. 

Hostile interactions between 
wildlife and humans have be- 
come increasingly common 
just about everywhere, as hu- 
man populations mushroom 
and "development" encroaches 


killed 22 people. 

Primates turned into bush 
meat in equatorial Africa don't 
willingly sacrifice their lives in 
order to transmit their simian 
immunodeficiency virus to their 
executioners, who in turn pass on 
HIV and AIDS to other humans. 
However, the resulting toll of 25 
million people dead of AIDS and 
an estimated 33 million infected 
with HIV can be considered the 
chimpanzees' revenge. 

Similarly, naturally vegetar- 
ian cows fed infected brains, 
spinal chords and other byprod- 
ucts from sheep and other cows 
don't choose to become unwit- 
ting carnivores and even canni- 
bals. Still, the resulting bovine 
spongiform encephalopathy 
they pass along to humans as a 
variant of mad cow disease can 
be seen as a form of retribution. 
The blowback includes more 
than 160 human deaths in the 
United Kingdom alone. 


an angler. 

Even presumably tamed ani- 
mals — circus elephants, aquatic 
amusement park sea lions, 
movie chimpanzees and others 
exploited for humans' entertain- 
ment — sometimes go beyond 
the script and get even for years 
of abuse. During the filming of a 
promotional video at an exotic 
animal training center last April 
in Big Bear Lake, California, a 
supposedly gentle 700-pound 
grizzly bear named Rocky took 
"playful" wrestling with his 
trainer seriously and fatally bit 
him on the neck. 

Similarly, domesticated work 
animals are known to stage 
violent strikes against cruel 
bosses. In Vietnam in 2007, 
a one-tusked male elephant 
objected to being forced to 
haul logs from a forest with- 
out being fed, and expressed 
its displeasure by killing two 
handlers. 



Kent MacDougall is a retired 
newspaper reporter and journal- 
ism professor who sticks by his Fall 
1996 Wild Earth story, "Humans 
as Cancer." He can be contacted at 
kentmacd@berkeley.edu. 
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my profile 

is set to private 


by Sacramento 
Prisoner Support 

MySpace is a networking 
website with more than 100 
million members. Users create 
dossiers on themselves in order 
to communicate and share in- 
formation with other users. In 
addition to the commercial, so- 
cial and entertainment uses of 
MySpace, it is a searchable, pub- 
lic scrapbook of images, affili- 
ations and written exchanges, 
offering detectives raw data on 
70 million potential suspects, 
witnesses or victims. It gives the 
government access to informa- 
tion about millions of people 
that it would never have the 
time or resources to acquire on 
its own. MySpace also mitigates 
the scandal associated with the 
exposure of massive surveillance 
programs, because the subjects 
of these dossiers are also the 
people that produce and dis- 
seminate them. 

In its privacy police policy, 
MySpace indicates that it re- 
cords user Internet Protocol 
(IP) addresses for "security and 
monitoring purposes." Their 
privacy policy further states 
that the company will provide 
a user's personal information if 
merely requested by law enforce- 
ment — even if it's not required 
by law — and that it will provide 
information to a third party if 
they think it is necessary to pro- 
tect "the public." 

According to Newsweek maga- 
zine, "a 20-member, 'round-the- 
clock law enforcement team 
fields 350 calls a week from its 
rolodex of nearly 800 agencies, 
helping them surf the site.... 
Communication between cops 
and [MySpace] has surged this 
year, with MySpace now con- 
tributing to about 150 inves- 
tigations a month." The same 
Newsweek article stated that "un- 
der Justice Department guide- 
lines, anything posted online is 
fair game." MySpace ought to be 
familiar with Justice Department 
guidelines, since they hired for- 
mer federal prosecutor Heman- 
shu Nigan to monitor the site. 

In January 2008, MySpace 
made an agreement with 50 At- 
torneys General, promising to 
"enhance the ability of law en- 
forcement officials to investigate 
and prosecute Internet crimes" 
and to develop "identity verifi- 
cation technology" for the site. 

Besides the public goal of 
prosecuting Internet crimes, 
law enforcement also uses 
MySpace data to map and ana- 
lyze political movements and 
subcultures. In their 2005 eth- 
nography of anarchists in Stud- 
ies in Conflict and Terrorism, 
police officer Chuck Tilby and 
professor Randy Borum state 
that "infiltration is made more 
difficult by the communal nature 


of the lifestyle and the extensive 
knowledge held by many anar- 
chists, which requires a consid- 
erable amount of study and time 
to acquire. Other strategies for 
infiltration have been explored, 
but so far, have not been success- 
ful." Social networking websites 
have proven to be the ideal text 
for this official study. By offering 
complete profiles of individuals 
in social and political groups, it 
gives law enforcement (or infor- 
mants) all the information they 
would need to pose as a member 
of that group. If police (or in- 
formants) cannot convincingly 
portray anarchists (or environ- 
mentalists, animal rights activ- 
ists, etc.), they cannot gain the 
trust of those people. 

In the case of US v. Eric McDa- 
vid et al., McDavid and his co- 
defendants, Zachary Jenson and 
Lauren Weiner, were arrested 
and branded as eco-terrorists 
due to the efforts of an FBI in- 
formant. The informant traveled 
to gatherings and protests from 
2003 to 2005, trying to gather in- 
formation and encourage attend- 
ees to break the law. According to 
FBI agent Nasson Walker, "the in- 
formation she has provided has 
been utilized in at least 12 sepa- 
rate anarchist cases." 

McDavid, Jenson and Weiner 
knew the informant, "Anna," 
for one and a half years prior 
to their arrests. After the three 
were arrested, it came out that 



the government was monitoring 
the MySpace accounts of Jenson 
and Weiner. (McDavid did not 
have one.) The informant had a 
MySpace account that she con- 
tinued to log on to after their ar- 
rests, and FBI case agent Nasson 
Walker had a MySpace account 
he used regularly. In the discovery 
process, the government turned 
over printed copies of Jenson and 
Weiner's MySpace accounts that 
included all of their blog posts, 
comments and friends. The crim- 
inal complaint that charged the 
three with "conspiring to dam- 
age or destroy certain property 
by explosive or fire" referred to 


Jenson's MySpace account and 
quoted from it extensively. 

At Jenson's bail hearing, his 
MySpace and Livejoumal ac- 
counts were referenced frequently. 
The prosecutor announced that, 
on Jenson's MySpace page, he said 
he was a "ninja" and an "assas- 
sin," thus proving that he was too 
dangerous to release on bail. The 
prosecutors also used information 
from Jenson's MySpace ac 
count to argue he had no 
residence and no ties to a 
particular geo- 
graphic com- 
munity and, 
therefore, posed 
a "flight risk." 

Because decisions are 
made at bail hear- 
ings based on a / / / 

lower standard 
of proof, this 
"evidence" was 
admitted and Jen- 
son was denied bail. McDavid was 
also denied bail. 

Though McDavid did not 
have a MySpace account, Jen- 
son's MySpace page was offered 
as representative of McDavid's 
behavior and a source of insight 
into his activities. The criminal 
complaint states, "Jenson's site 
also contains several journal 
entries in which he documents 
his interactions with McDa- 
vid. Information from Jenson's 
journal entries corroborates re- 
porting from the confidential 
sources regarding McDavid and 
Jenson's travels." 

In a separate case in 2006, the 
Santa Monica Police, in coop- 
eration with the FBI, raided the 
homes of eight animal rights ac- 
tivists, trashed their residences, 
took thousands of dollars worth 
of property and ultimately filed 
no charges. The activists' prob- 
lems with law enforcement be- 
gan when they were served with 
restraining orders to stay away 
from the property and employees 
of juice-maker POM Wonderful. 
POM Wonderful was engaged in 
animal testing and was the sub- 
ject of regular protests. 

The restraining order was 
roughly 80 pages long and in- 
cluded photographs, text and links 
from the MySpace accounts of the 
eight people whose houses were 
later raided. The information from 
the MySpace pages was collected 
by a law firm working for POM 
Wonderful, and included pictures 
of people doing vegan outreach, 
attending unrelated protests and 
drinking beer. These pictures, along 
with links to websites such as Vegan 
Outreach and www.ecoprisoners. 
org were meant to prove that these 
people were dangerous and sup- 
ported direct action. It didn't mat- 
ter that none of the information 
was alleged to actually be proof of 
criminal activity. 

Police and prosecutors are un- 
abashed about their regular and 



widespread reliance on social 
networking sites in their work. 
Police can create false profiles 
for surveillance purposes, but 
MySpace users that do so can be 
severely punished. In 2006, a 13- 
year-old girl from Farmington, 
Connecticut was charged with 
criminal impersonation because 
she created a MySpace profile of 
her principal. 

The dangers of surveillance 
are often waved away by 
people who feel that the in- 
creasing observation and 
documenta- 
tion of their 
lives is ir- 
relevant 
because 
they have 
nothing to hide. This idea 
relies on the assumption that 
the collection of information 
is an inherently and consis- 
tently neutral process that only 
has negative consequences for 
those committing crime. This 
perspective ignores the fact 
that it is through the very act of 
surveillance that crime is pro- 
duced. By dramatically enhanc- 
ing the government's ability to 
. survey -people, /MySpace users 
enhance the government's abil- 
ity to produce crime. 

This is not to say that some 
arm of the government is directly 
responsible for the acts that 
they label as crime. Nor does 
it mean that government is re- 
sponsible for the social condi- 
tions that shape people labeled 
criminals (though that may be 
so). What it means is that the 
government has the power to 
designate certain acts, thoughts 
and the people accused of perpe- 
trating them as criminal. There- 
fore, what we know as crime is 
produced through being des- 
ignated as such. While clearly, 
there are acts labeled criminal 
that are both real and harmful, 
the notion of crime requires no 
such objective criteria. The des- 
ignation of crime is not linked 
to demonstrable harm (though 
the two things certainly do 
sometimes coincide). 

Action does not become 
crime because an individual or 
a group of people is harmed. 
"Crime" exists because the state 
has the power to stand in judg- 
ment over peoples' lives. As the 
government gains increasing ac- 
cess to those lives through sur- 
veillance, their arena of power 
expands. Judges, police, guards 
and lawyers need crime in order 
to exist; without it, they cease 
to have meaning (as well as 
jobs). Phenomena like MySpace 
create a relationship of confes- 
sion and observation between 
a government and its subjects 
that becomes fodder for the pro- 
duction of crime. 

Crime is on the rise. Delete 
your MySpace. 
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Dear EF! Lawyer, 

A lot of my friends partook in a lockdown this summer. As result of that, some of them may be fac- 
ing varying degrees of charges and repercussions. The most disconcerting issue of all is the possibility 
of paying restitution fees. Some of the particular questions are: Can institutions garnish my wages? 
How will this interfere with owning vehicles or, say, land? In a nutshell, how far can companies go 
to get their money? Is it realistic to float through life, middle fingers in the air, or is it all eventually 
going to catch up with us? Looking forward to your response! 

Sincerely, 
— Hella Hatin' 


by Stu Sugarman 
Dear Hella, 

Thanks for asking this question! Most people can get too distracted by 
the possible sentence and forget that a restitution order may be involved, 
as well. For these people, restitution is the kind of thing that bites them 
in the butt at the end of the case. The relief of learning that they are fac- 
ing less custody time than they had thought is immediately dissolved by 
feelings of rage at having to actually pay the evil-doer money. I'm glad 
your friends are thinking of restitution and what effect that might have 
on them. 

Restitution happens when someone is convicted of a crime, and the 
court finds that person caused an entity or person to suffer some damage 
or loss that is easily calculated in terms of money. The court can order the 
defendant to pay that money back, in addition to any other sentence. 

All of my advice is based on my experience in the Oregon state and 
federal court systems. Your state might be different, but the federal laws 
and general eonceptsT-discuss’&re likely to to - 

be consistent throughout the country. 

Before I get to the questions you ask, 
here's a little about courts and restitution, 
focusing on the relatively small restitution 
order that might follow a lockdown (as 
opposed to, for example, the destruction 
of a group of houses, a research laboratory 
or a group of SUVs). The highest restitu- 
tion demand I have ever seen for a lock- 
down was $8,000 against Tre Arrow when 
he occupied a ledge over the entrance of 
the building housing the Forest Service's 
Region 6 Headquarters. We fought that 
restitution figure, and the judge awarded 
-restitution of only $500. Other than that 
bill, I've only seen restitution amounts 
well under $1,000 for lockdowns. 

The burden is on the government to 
ensure that the court orders restitution 
within a certain time after sentencing. (In 
Oregon state court, the time limit is 90 
days.) The defense normally will reserve 
the right to fight any restitution amount 
and conduct its own investigation into 
what the true amount, if anything, should be. I strongly recommend 
that you do this, because we can often reduce, if not eliminate, the 
restitution number. If the court does order restitution, that amount be- 
comes a monetary judgment against the defendant. 

The restitution figure is not intended to cover the entire loss in every 
case. For example, the cost to a person or company of repairing a dam- 
aged fence, to replace a vehicle or to pay medical bills caused by injur- 
ing someone are recoverable as part of a restitution claim. However, the 
time the company spent calculating the amount of the claim, filling 
out forms to make the claim, and the cost of going to court to talk to 
a judge or prosecutor are not compensable as restitution in criminal 
court. A person's (or a company representative's) pain and suffering is 
also not compensable as restitution. Restitution only covers the cost of 
replacing or repairing what was damaged or lost in the incident. 

The restitution order must be based on evidence that is sufficient 
enough to prevail in a civil case. Thus, the evidence must be adequate 
to prove that, more likely than not, the company suffered this damage 
to its property. Sometimes, companies just send a short note to the 
prosecutor listing the figure they say the defendant cost them, but with 
no written information or testimony to back up that figure. In such 
cases, the court should order no restitution at all. 

If the defendant gets a probationary sentence, the judge will require 
the defendant to pay any restitution as a condition of probation. If the 
convicted person makes an insufficient attempt to pay the restitution 


before the end of probation, the judge could order that person to 
serve jail time for a probation violation. Of course, your lawyer 
will know best what your judge might or might not do. 

If you are sentenced to prison (more than 12 months in cus- 
tody), the judge and parole (or post-prison) officer are likely to care 
only whether you make an honest effort to pay the restitution. If 
the restitution number is sky high, you very likely won't be sent 
to jail for failing to pay off the entire amount before probation or 
parole ends. 

Your lack of ability to pay restitution may be a factor in your 
state. Being unable to pay used to be a bar against restitution pay- 
ments in Oregon, hut that law changed so that now, lack of abil- 
ity to pay is not relevant to deciding what the restitution amount 
should be. In federal court everywhere in the US, your lack of 
ability to pay will not be a factor in deciding the amount of resti- 
tution you will be ordered to pay. 

.Now, let's discuss your questions. Yes, institutions (such as the 

■ • government or a corporation) or any 

person can garnish your wages if they 
have a judgment against you. In Oregon, 
they can take up to 25 percent of each 
paycheck until your debt is satisfied. 
They can also go after your savings ac- 
count and any other asset you possess, 
although the law will protect some assets 
you have from a creditor's claim. 

There is good news here, though, 
because it is the government, not the 
institution, which has the restitution 
judgment against you. The govern- 
ment is not as likely to garnish your 
a wages to satisfy a restitution claim as 
| an institution, because governments j 
«■ tend to have too many other, higher 
| priorities — such as cases when the gov- I - 
H, emment gets to keep the money it gar- 
1 nishes instead of turning it over to a 
= company or person. 

If a judgment for restitution is entered 
against you, you should expect that it 
will hurt your credit rating until it is 
paid off. That will limit your ability to 
get nearly any form of loan for a house, car or anything else. The 
mortgage lender may also require that you pay off the judgment 
(or at least put it in an escrow account created by the mortgage 
lender) before loaning you any money, so as to avoid fighting with 
another creditor over your asset. The lender would hold that money 
and would return it to you when you had repaid the loan, or would 
return it to you or the government when a judge ruled one way or 
the other whose money it is. 

Many people who are ordered to pay restitution never pay it. 
However, these people tend to be too poor to even care about a 
credit rating. If you want to own a house or a new car some day, 
but won't be rich enough to own one outright without a loan, you 
will almost certainly need to pay the restitution amount. However, 
since only the government can go after your property and wages 
pursuant to a restitution order, and the government is less likely 
to collect the monetary judgment than an institution, you may be 
able to avoid debt collection efforts such as garnishment of prop- 
erty. Of course, the institution could then sue you in civil court 
for damage done. If you lose a monetary judgment in that case, 
the institution itself would become your judgment creditor, and it 
could then garnish you itself. 

Do you have a legal question? Contact Stu Sugarman, 
quixote516@yahoo.com. Please write "Dear EF! Lawyer" in the 
subject line. 
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Prisoners in the Struggle 

Support Them! 

Awaiting sentencing for committing arson, 
committing aggravated arson and conspiracy 
to commit arson in connection with a series 
of ELF actions against genetic engineering 
and development. Mason is expected to be 
sentenced to 15-20 years. For more informa- 
tion, visit www.freemarie.org. 

•Heather Nicholson, VM4859, HMP Bronze- 
field, Woodthorpe Rd, Ashford, Middlesex, 
TW15 3JZ, UK. On trial at press time. Pled 
years for conspiracy charges stemming not guilty for conspiracy to blackmail people 
Prisoner and Legal from his work with Stop Huntingdon Ani- linked to HLS. For more information, visit 

Updates mal Cruelty (SHAC). For more informa- www.myspace.com/shacukprisonersupport. 

•Vaggelis Botzatzis was released from jail, tion, visit www.andystepanian.com. 

awaiting trial in Greece for the alleged arson Animal Liberation 

of a bank, a car dealership and two »Jon Ablewhite, TB4885, and Kerry 

Whitburn, TB4886, HMP Lowdham 
Grange, Lowdham, Nottingham, NG14 
7DA, UK. Serving 12 years for conspir- 
acy to blackmail a supplier of guinea 
pigs for vivisection. 

•Jacob Conroy, #93501-011, FCI Vic- 
torville Medium 1, POB 5300, Adelanto, 
CA 92301, USA. Serving four years for 
conspiracy charges stemming from his 
work with SHAC. For more information, 
visit www.supportjake.org. 

•Donald Currie, A3660AA, HMP 
Parkhurst, Clissold Rd, Newport, Isle 
of Wight, PO30 5NX, UK. Serving an 
"indefinite sentence" of at least six 
years — with no fixed release date or 
upper limit — for arson against targets 
linked to the vivisection industry. 

•Lauren Gazzola, #93497-011, FCI 
Danbury, Rte 37, Danbury, CT 06811, 
‘ ' USA. Serving! 4.5 years 'for' conspiracy 

charges stemming from her work with 
SHAC. For more information, visit www. 
supportlauren.com . 

•Joshua Harper, #29429-086, FCI Sher- 
idan, POB 5000, Sheridan, OR 97378, 
USA. Serving three years for conspiracy 
charges stemming from his work with 
Awaiting trial for allegedly using ex- SHAC. For more information, visit www. 

plosives to damage power lines. Gioia joshharper.org. 

is a member of II Silvestre, an Italian eco- Awaiting Trial or Sentencing »Sean Kirtley, WC 6977, HMP Stafford, 54 

anarchist group and frequent target of state •Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, SCI Gaol Rd, Stafford, T16 3AW, UK. Serving 4.5 
repression. Greene, 175 Progress Dr, Waynesburg, years for organizing legal demonstrations 

•Paola Gori has been released from jail, PA 15370, USA. Awaiting resentencing against Sequani, an animal-testing company, 
and is on house arrest. Awaiting trial for al- to either life in prison or death. Abu- For more information, visit supportsean. 
leged subversive conspiracy to rob a post of- Jamal, a politically active journalist, wordpress.com. 

fice. Gori is a member of II Silvestre. was framed for the murder of a cop in »Kevin Kjonaas, #93502-011, Unit I, 

•John Graham, Pennington County Jail, 1981. For more information, visit www. FCI Sandstone, POB 1000, Sandstone, MN 
307 St Joseph Street, Rapid City, SD 57701, freemumia.org. 55072, USA. Serving six years for conspir- 

USA. Awaiting trial on murder charges. Gra- »Dan Amos, VN7818, HMP Winchester, acy charges stemming from his work with 
ham was framed by the FBI for the 1975 mur- Romsey Rd, Winchester, S022 5DF, UK. SHAC. For more information, visit www. 
der of fellow American Indian Movement Awaiting sentencing for conspiracy to supportkevin.com. 

(AIM) activist Anna Mae Pictou Aquash. blackmail people linked to Huntingdon *John Smith, TB4887, HMP Lindholme, 
•Eric McDavid, #16209-097, FCI Victor- Life Sciences (HLS). For more information, Bawtry Road, Hatfield Woodhouse, Don- 
ville Medium II, POB 5300, Adelanto, CA visit www.myspace.com/supportdan. caster, DN7 6EE, UK. Serving 12 years for at- 

92301, USA. PO Box has changed. Serving ‘Gregg Avery, TA7450, HMP Winchester, tempting to blackmail a farmer who supplied 
19.5 years for conspiracy to destroy the US Romsey Rd, Winchester, S022 5DF, UK. Await- guinea pigs for vivisection. 

Forest Service's Institute of Forest Genetics, a ing sentencing for conspiracy to blackmail peo- »Sarah Whitehead, VM7684, HMP 
cell-phone tower and power plants. For more pie linked to HLS. For more information, visit Bronzefield, Woodthorpe Rd, Ashford, 
information, visit www.supporteric.org. www.myspace.com/shacukprisonersupport. Middlesex, TW15 3JZ, UK. Serving 15 
•Daniel McGowan, #63794-053, Cur- *Natasha Avery, NR8987, HMP Bronze- months for burglary charges after rescu- 
rently in transit, USA. McGowan is be- field, Woodthorpe Rd, Ashford, Middlesex, ing an abused beagle from a dangerous 
ing moved around, presumably to attend TW15 3JZ, UK. Awaiting sentencing for con- home and nine additional months from 
more Grand Jury hearings. Serving seven spiracy to blackmail people linked to HLS. a prior suspended sentence for rescuing 
years for Earth Liberation Front (ELF) ar- For more information, visit www.myspace. more than 100 animals from a pet breeder 
sons at a lumber company and a hybrid com/shacukprisonersupport. who was later prosecuted for animal abuse, 

poplar farm. For more information, visit »Mel Broughton, TN9138, HMP Wood- For more information, visit www.myspace. 
www.supportdaniel.org. hill, Tattenhoe St, Milton Keynes, Bucking- com/supportsarah. 

•Rev. Edward Pinkney #294671, Pugs- hamshire, MK4 4DA, UK. Awaiting trial for 
ley Correctional Facility, 7401 East Walton conspiracy to blackmail and possession of Ecodefense 

Rd, Kingsley, MI 49649, USA. Moved to the explosives in connection with the campaign •Tre Arrow, 70936-065, FCI Herlong, 
above address. Serving three to 10 years for against Oxford University's primate lab. POB 800, Herlong, CA 96113, USA. Serv- 
"threatening" a judge in court by quoting For more information, visit www.myspace. ing 6.5 years for two counts of arson for 
The Bible. Pinkney has been the cornerstone com/supportmel. burning logging trucks, and a sand and 

of a campaign to prevent a resort from be- *03111616 Casalini, Casa Circondariale, Via gravel company's vehicles, Under a plea 
ing built in a park in low-income Benton Burla 59, 43100-Parma PR, Italy. Awaiting trial agreement, Arrow , will receive credit for 
Harbor, Michigan. for allegedly using explosives to damage power time served since March 2004 in Canadian 

•Andrew Stepanian, #26399-050, USP lines. Casalini is a member of II Silvestre. and US jails, leaving less than two .years in 

Marion, POB 1000 Marion, IL 62959, USA. •Marie Mason, Clinton County Jail, 1347 his sentence. For more information, visit 
Moved to the above address. Serving three E Townsend Rd, St Johns, MI 48879, USA. www.trearrow.org. 
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cars owned by an energy company. 

•Dean Cain, WJ4309, and Luke 
Steele, WJ4308, HMP Lincoln, 
Greetwell Rd, Lincoln, LN2 4BD, 
UK. Awaiting trial on three charges 
related to interfering with animal re- 
search on a rabbit farm. 

•Julien Coupat, N° d'Ecrou 
290173, 42 Rue de la Sante, 75014 
Paris, France. Awaiting trial on 
charges of sabotaging a high-speed 
train line in France. 

•Bradley Crowder, Sherburne 
County Jail, 13880 Highway 10, 
13880 Business Center Dr, Elk River, 
MN 55330, USA. Awaiting trial on 
charges of constructing and possess- 
ing Molotov cocktails at the Repub- 
lican National Convention (RNC). 

•Matt DePalma, Sherburne County 
Jail, 13880 Highway 10, 13880 Busi- 
ness Center Dr, Elk River, MN 55330, 
USA. Plead guilty to unlawful pos- 
session of destructive devices at the 
RNC. He is awaiting sentencing. 

•Francesco Gioia, Casa Penale, Via 
Lamaccio 1, 67039 Sulmona (Aq), 
Italy. Moved to the above address. 



The following list is a small sample of the total number of political prisoners and prisoner support 
groups worldwide. Regulations for mail sent to prisoners vary according to individual prisons. Before 
sending monetary donations, stamps, books or packages, ask prisoners what the regulations are. As- 
sume that the authorities read everything you write to a prisoner. When prisoners are awaiting trial 
or sentencing, it is best not to discuss their cases or related topics with them. Although some prison- 
ers are listed together, they must be written to separately. Prisoners can obtain a discounted sub- 
scription to the EF! Journal by sending a book of 10 42( stamps to POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702. 
Individuals who want to sponsor a prisoner's subscription should send $20 to the same address. 



Earth First! Roadshow 

Winter-Summer 2009 

The Earth First! Roadshow is 
going to be sweeping the nation 
late this Winter and we want all 
of our readers, campaigners, or- 
ganizers, listehers and bystand- 
ers to come out and hear about 
the Earth First! movement— past, 
present and looming future. The 
EF! Roadshow promises to be a 
fun and engaging presentation 
that hopes to rekindle the em- 
bers of old Earth Firstlers and set 
ablaze new fires in those who 
may not know how pertinent 
our movement is to defending 
all things wild. 

The Earth First! movement has 
made a significant impact on 
those who are threatening our 
Earth and all her beings. Still, so 
’ much work remains to be done. ' 

For dates, information and 
to learn how you can help, 
visit www.earthfirstroadshow. 
wordpress.com. 

Black Mesa 
Work Crews Needed 

Any time of year, especially Winter 

The residents of the Big 
Mountain region of Black Mesa 
need your support. We are at a 
critical juncture and must take 
a stand in support of commu- 
nities on the frontlines of resis- 
tance now! This Winter, please 
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al occupation fqrced upon 
them by the US government 


and Peabody Coal. This is a 
critical time in the campaign to 
stop relocation laws and coal 
mining from taking precedent 
over the natural rights of the 
Black Mesa Dine living on their 
ancestral homelands. . 

. By assisting with direct, on-land , 
projects with the Sovereign com- 
munities of Big Mountain, Black 
Mesa volunteer crews are invited 
to stay with families and help 
herd sheep, as well as provide 
aid in other ways. If you are able 
to make a donation, please send 
checks payable to Black Mesa In- 
digenous Support (BMIS). If you 
are planning a visit or want more 
information on the movement, 
contact blackmesais@riseup.net; 
www.biackmesais.org. 

Additionally, . some EF!ers are 
interested in making a trip 'to 
Black Mesa, following.' the Orga- 
nizers' Conference^ ; Kefep ' it in 
mind when you come out to the 
desert this February. . 
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17th Annual Environmen- 
tal Film Festival - ‘ 

March 1 1-22 • Washington, DC 

More than! 100 documentary, 
feature, animated, archival, ex- 
perimental and children's films 
were "selected to provide fresh 
perspectives on pressing envi- 
ronmental issues affecting our 
planet." They will be shown 
throughout the capital iivmuse- 
ums, embassies, universities, li-- 
braries and focal theaters., -Many 
of the films Will be free. ' 


To submit a film or to view 
the complete schedule once it's 
posted in February, visit www. 
dcenvironmentalfiImfest.org. 

13th Annual San 
Francisco Bay Area 
Anarchist Book Fair 

March 22-23 • San Francisco, California 

Presented by the Bound To- 
gether Anarchist Collective 
Bookstore, the fair will feature 
around 60 vendors of books, 
pamphlets, zines, t-shirts, other 
merchandise and information. 
To view a list of speakers and 
panelists who are scheduled for 
the free event, visit sfbookfair. 
wordpress.com. 

In addition, there will be a kid 
and family space, an art space, 
bike taxis, fresh baked goods 
on sale and more great events 
that will be happening during 
the. week of the book fair. The 
fair will be located in Golden 
Gate Park at 9th Avenue and 
Lincoln Way, 

Suggestions on How to 
Senda.Quality Photo 
Submission to the Earth 
First! Journal 

Graphic submissions are accepted 
year-round 

We want more of your photo- 
graphs and original artwork. If 
you've ever submitted graphics 
‘to us before, you kpow that we 
have ia ’healthy obsession with 
high resolution. Xhe size of each , 
submission to the EF! Journal 


needs to be at least at 300 dots 
per inch (dpi), at five inches by 
seven inches. If you want your 
submission to be considered for 
a cover, please make sure the pic- 
ture is vertically 300 dpi at nine 
inches by 12 inches. 

Here are some suggestions on 
how to get images of art and 
actions in the pages of the EF! 
Journal: Having a camera that is 
at least four mega-pixels is great 
for the job. Check out your cam- 
era menu and be sure that your 
camera is set to “fine" or "high," 
as opposed to "good" or "me- 
dium." The highest resolution 
setting will make your pictures 
have the most dots per inch. 

When you open your picture 
on the computer in whatever 
program you are using, find the 
properties of your photograph. 
Sometimes you can right-click 
the image; sometimes, you 
have to use your toolbar. Find 
out your dpi or resolution, and 
make sure it is at least 300 dpi 
at a large-enough size. If it is 
crazy big— like 1500 dpi — then, 
we actually prefer for them to 
be made smaller. 

If you are scanning artwork, 
choose a high resolution when 
you do the initial scan. Be sure 
to check the size of the image 
before you send it to us as an at- 
tachment in an e-mail. 

Thanks so much. We love 
getting your artwork and pho- 
tographs, and Ipok forward to 
seeing moie in the friture! 
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•Grant Barnes, #137563, San Carlos Cor- »Briana Waters, #36432-086, FCI Dan- ‘William Phillips Africa, #AM4984, and Del- 
rectional Facility, POB 3, Pueblo, CO 81002, bury. Route 37, Danbury, CT 06811, USA. bert Orr Africa, #AM4985, SCI Dallas, Follies 
USA. Serving 12 years for the ELF arson of Serving six years for the ELF arson of the Rd, Drawer K, Dallas, PA 18612, USA. 

SUVs. For more information, visit grant- University of Washington's Center for Ur- 

barnes.wordpress.com. ban Horticulture. Waters insists she was Other Political Prisoners 

•Nathan "Exile" Block, #36359-086, FCI not involved. For more information, visit ‘Rodney Coronado, #03895-000, FCI El 
Lompoc, 3600 Guard Rd, Lompoc, CA 93436, www.supportbriana.org. Reno, POB 1500, El Reno, OK 73036, USA. 

USA. Serving nearly eight years for ELF arsons ‘Joyanna "Sadie" Zacher, #36360-086, FCI Serving one year for distribution of infor- 
at an SUV dealership and a hybrid poplar farm. Dublin, Camp Parks, Unit E, 5701 8th St, mation related to the assembly of explo- 
•Marco Camenisch, Postfach 3143, CH- Dublin, CA 94568, USA. Serving nearly eight sives and weapons of mass destruction. Be 
8105 Regensdorf, Switzerland. Serving 18 years for ELF arsons at an SUV dealership aware that the prison may punish Coro- 
years for using explosives to target nuclear and a hybrid poplar farm. nado for receiving radical materials in the 

facility power lines and for the alleged mur- mail. For more information, visit www. 

der of a Swiss border guard. Camenisch reads Indigenous Resistance supportrod.org. 

French, German, Spanish and Italian fluently, »Byron Shane of Chubbuck© Clan, #07909- *Fran Thompson, #1090915 HU 1C, 

as well as some English. 051, FCI Tallahassee, 501 Capital Circle NE, Tal- WERDCC, POB 300, 1 101 E Hwy 54, Van- 

•Jeffrey "Free" Luers, #13797671, Co- lahassee, FL 32301, North America. Serving 80 dalia, MO 63382-0300, USA. Before receiv- 
lumbia River Correctional Institution, years for aggravated assault of federal agents, es- ing a life sentence in the early 1990s for 
9111 NE Sunderland Ave, Portland, OR cape and bank robbery. "Oso Blanco" funneled shooting a stalker in self-defense, Thomp- 
97211, USA. Serving 10 years for arson at money that he stole from banks to the Zapatista son was active in animal rights and envi- 
a car dealership ahd attempted arson of Army of National Liberation in Mexico. ronmental campaigns, 

an oil truck. For more information, visit •Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, USP Lewis- ‘Helen Woodson, #03231-045, FMC Car- 

www.freefreenow.org. burg, POB 1000, Lewisburg, PA 17837, USA. swell. Admin Max Unit, POB 27137, Ft. 

•Olga Aleksandrovna Nevskaya, UU163/5, Peltier, an AIM activist, is serving life in Worth, TX 76127, USA. Serving nearly nine 
7 Otryad, pos. Dzerzhinskiy, Mozhaysk prison after being framed for the deaths of years for violating her parole by dumping 
140090 Moskovskaya oblast, Russia. Eco- two FBI agents killed during the 1975 Pine a cup of red paint over the security appara- 
activist serving six years for arson, criminal Ridge siege. For more information, visit tus of a federal court and making warnings 
damage and causing explosions in protest www.ffeepeltier.brg. ("threats") of weapons of mass destruction, 

of the war in Chechnya. In 2004, Woodson completed 20 years for 

•Jonathan Paul, #07167-085, FCI Phoe- MOVE disarming a Minuteman II missile silo with 

nix, 37910 N 45 th Ave, Phoenix, AZ The MOVE 9, members of an eco-revolutionary a jackhammer, mailing warning letters 
85086, USA. Serving 4.25 years for the group, were framed for the murder of a cop and with bullets inside to officials, and robbing 
Animal Liberation Frorit/ELF arson of a sentenced to 30-100 years each. For more infor- a bank and burning the money, 
horse slaughterhouse and meat-packing mation, visitwww.onamove.com. 

plant. For more information, visit www. ‘Debbie Sims Africa, #006307, Janet Hollo- Prisoner Support Groups 
supportjonathan.org. way Africa, #006308, and Janine Phillips Africa, ‘Earth Liberation Prisoners Support 

•Michael Sykes, #696693, Handlon Correc- #006309, SCI Cambridge Springs, 451 Fullerton Network, elp4321@hotmail.com; www. 
tional Facility, 1728 W Bluewater Hwy, Ionia, Ave, Cambridge Springs, PA 16403, USA. spiritoffreedom.org.uk. 

Ml 48846, USA. Serving four to 10 years for ‘Michael Davis Africa, #AM4973, and ‘National Jericho Movement, POB 

the arson of two newly constructed condo- Charles Sims Africa, #AM4975, SCI Grater- 1272, New York, NY 10013, USA; www. 
miniums, trying to chop down an 80-foot ford, POB 244, Graterford, PA 19426, USA. thejerichomovement.com. 
utility pble and attempting tO chisel through ‘Edward Goodman Africa, #AM4974, ‘North American Earth Liberation Prison- 

cement in his jail cell. For more information, SCI Mahanoy, 301 Morea Rd, Frackville, PA ers Support Network, naelpsn@mutualaid. 
visit support michaelwordpress.com. 17932, USA. org; www.ecoprisoners.org. 
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visit ilamingarrows. 
mountainrebel.net to 
Drder your copy today! 
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"I spent a year in the Northwoods of Wisconsin at an 
outdoor school. It was not a survival school, because I 
died. I died to my old way of thinking. I died to being 
egocentric. I died to the pursuit of the civilized lifeway. 

I became alive to many other things— became alive to 
the Circle. I became alive to the native lifeway. I became 
alive to the connectedness of alt things: I became alive 
to trusting, being and the now. My heart is full. I have 
much to share, more than words can say:" - ■ 

— Coyote Three Feathers aka John Herron 
(Wilderness Guide Program 2004-2005) 

COULD AYEAR IN THE WILDERNESS DO THIS FOR YOU? 
www. teachingdrum.oxg 

(715) 546-2944 


Printed on Sweatshop-Free 
Organic Cotton! Available in 
Womyn’s and Men’s sizes. 
www.earthtirstjournal.org 
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le also have hooks, music, 
bumper stickers, patches & 
other trinkets! 


donate a subscription to a prisoner! 


Many of our most dedicated readers make 354 per hour or less-not 
even enough to afford the “stamp subscription" rate. 

Send us $20 and a note explaining that it's for a prisoner subscription. 
You'll help out the Journal , as well as hook up a prisoner for a year. 


a message from tucson’s “read between the bars” 


Subscribe to the Earth First! Journal ...the radical environmental journal 


Name 

Address 

City, State, Zip+4 


Email 


_ Country, 


O $500 Lifetime Subscription O $40 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 
O $25 Regular Rate ($22 low income) O $50 Air Mail, International 
O $40 First Class (US $, no foreign checks) 

O $40 Anonymous Envelope 

O $75 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate $ DONATION 

O Send me a free Keep It Wild EF! music compilation with my subscription 


Mail: Earth Erst! Journal-subscriptions 

POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 
Online: www.earthfirstjournal.org 


Credit Card Orders 


circle one: Visa / MC 
Exp. date 
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Earth First! 

DIRECTORY 

Find the EF! group nearest you. If you don’t see one, start one! 



A RI ZONA 

Catalyst lnfoshop 

109 N McCormick St, Prescott, AZ 86301 

(928) 443-8525; info@catalystinfoshop.org 

Flagstaff Activist Network 

POB 911, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 

inf o@flagstaffactivist .org 

A RKANSA S 

Arkansas EF! 

arkansasearthfirst@gmail.com 

CALIFORNIA 

ACT UP! San Francisco 

1884 Market St, San Francisco, CA 94102 

(415) 864-6686; actupsf@hotmail.com 

Free Mind Media 

546 Pacific Ave, Santa Rosa, CA 95404 

info@freemindmedia.org 

Healeth EF! 

POB 720327, Redding, CA 96099 

(530) 241-1007 

Long Haul lnfoshop 

3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 

(510) 540-0751; slingshot@tao.ca 

North Coast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518;(707) 822-1513 
Santa Cruz EF! 
cruzef@cruzio.com 
Sierra Nevada EF! 

935 F St, Fresno, CA 93706 

collective@sierranevadaearthfirst.org 

smartMeme Strategy & Training Project 

2940 16th St #216, San Francisco, CA 94103 

info@smartmeme.com 

COLORADO 

Denver EF! 

colorado_earthfirst@riseup.net 

Wilderness Study Group 

University of Colorado, Campus Box 207, 

Boulder, CO 80309 
wsg@colorado.edu 
CONNECTICUT 
Environmental Library Fund . 

25 Newtown Tpke, Weston, CT 06883 ’ . - 

(203) 227-2065; remyc@prodigy.net 
FLORIDA >. ;.N* 

Central Florida EF! 
centralfloridaearthfirst@gmail .com 
Everglades EF! 

822 N C St, Lake Worth, FL 33460 

(561) 588-9666; evergladesearthfirst@gmail.com 

Gulf Coast Lowlands EF! 

(727) 688-5901; grommit770@gmail.com 
GEORGIA 

Species Traitor/Black and Green Press 

POB 81303, Athens, GA 30608 

primalwar@gmail.com 

ILLINOIS 

Chicago EF! 

1740 W Greenleaf Ave, Chicago, 1L 60626 

(773) 465-7774 

IOWA 

Des Moines EF! 

c/o Crimethlnc. Neighborhood Watch 
POB 41416, Des Moines, IA 50311 
I ND I A NA 

Boxcar Books & Community Center 
310A S Washington St, Bloomington, IN 47401 
(812) 339-8710; boxcar@boxcarbooks.org 
Roadblock EF! 


roadblockef@yahoo.com 

KANSAS 

Solidarity! Radical Library 

1109 Massachusetts St, Lawrence, KS 66044 

(785) 865-1374 

MAINE 

Maine EF! 

POB 1072, Belfast, ME 04915 

maineef@yahoo.com 

Native Forest Network 

nfnmaine@gmail.com 

Penobscot Bay Watch-Gulf of Maine 

POB 1871, Rockland, ME 04841 

penbay@justice.com 

People's Free Space 

POB 4875, Portland, ME 04112 

info@peoplesfreespace.org 

MARY LAND 

Potomac EF! 

c/o Peace Resource Center, 

4 E Church St, Frederick, MD 21701 

potomacearthfirst@gmail.com 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

info@massdirectaction.org 

MINNESOTA 

Church of Deep Ecology 

POB 16075, St Paul, MN 55116 

contact@churchofdeepecology.org 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 

2441 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55405 

paarise@mtn.org 

MISSOURI 

Confluence/Community Arts & 

Media Project * 

POB 63232, Saint Louis, MO 63163 

(314) 776-1721; confluence@lists.indymedia.org 

MONTANA 

Buffalo Field Campaign 
POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758 
(406) 646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies.org 
> ' - Wild Rockies EF! \ S C * > : - *• 
odinswyrd@yahoo.com 
NEBRASKA ' 

EF! Nebraska 

205 N Mears St, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458; buffalobruce@panhandle.net 
NEW YORK 
Centra] New York EF! 

POB 35463, Syracuse, NY 13235 

(585) 802-8330; cnyearthfirst@riseup.net 

Wetlands Activism Collective 

POB 344, New York, NY 10108 

(201) 928-2831; actwism@wetlands-preserve.org 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Croatan EF! 

2419 Mayview St, Raleigh, NC 27607 
croatanearthfirst@gmail.com 
Katuah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
Rising Tide Asheville 
risingtide@mountaihrebel.net 
OHIO 

HokHokken EF! 

info@eastemforestdefense.org 

The Wire: A Community Resource Center 

21 Kern St, Athens, OH 45701 

(740) 589-5111; thewire@riseup.net 


OREGON 

Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project 

27803 Williams Ln, Fossil, OR 97830 

Cascadia EF!-Eugene 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 

Cascadia EF!-Portland 

POB 11662, Portland, OR 97217 

cascadia_ef@riseup.net 

Green Anarchy 

POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 

collective@greenanarchy.org 

Rising Tide North America 

POB 11664, Portland, OR 97211 

www.risingtidenorthamerica.org 

PENNSYLVANIA 

EF! Philly 

earthfirstphilly@riseup.net 
RHODE ISLAND 
Ocean State EF! 
oceanstate_ef@riseup.net 
TENNESSEE 
Three Rivers EF! 

POB 16309, Knoxville, TN 37996 

annebonnylives@yahoo.com 

TEXAS 

Lone Star EF! 

lonestaref@gmail.com; www.huntsab.org/lonestaref.htm 
UTAH 

Wild Wasatch EF! 

8790 W 25800 N, Portage, UT 84331 

(435) 866-2137 

VERMONT 

Save the Corporations From Themselves 
169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 
(802) 254-4847; corpsave@sover.net 
VIRGINIA 

Blue Ridge Earth First! 
blueridgeef@yahoo . com 
WASHINGTON 
The Evergreen State College 
Environmental Resource Center 
2700 Evergreen Pkwy NW, Cab 320, 

Olympia, WA 98505 ‘ 

(360) 867-6784; eic@riseup.net 

The Last Wizards 

james@lastwizards.com 

WIS C ONS I N 

Madison EF!/lnfoshop 

1019 Williamson St #B, Madison, WI 53703 

(608) 262-9036 

WY OMING 

Teewinot EF! 

POB 1329, Jackson, WY 83001 

PROJECTS 6 CAMPAIGNS 

EF! Direct Action Fund 

POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 

(925) 376-7329 

Rising Tide North America 

POB 11664, Portland, OR 97211 

(202)657-6772 

Root Force 

POB 1302, Tucson, AZ 85702 
info@rootforce.org 
Warrior Poets Society 
POB 14501, Berkeley, CA 94712 
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AUSTRALIA 

EF! Australia 

POB 1270, Albany, WA, 6330, Australia 


POB 295, Nowra, > 

BELG IUM 


__ ______ _ _ _ . _ . _ __ — . — __ 


12 London R^Brighton, BN1 4JA, UK 
Leeds EF! c/o CRC 

16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds, LS7 3HB, UK 
0113-262-9365; leedsef@ukf.net 

London EF! 
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BELGIUM London EF! 

EF! Belgium Support Group 84B Whitechapel High St, London, El 0, U 

heleium200S@trToenfront.be eflondon@ziolio.com 



CANADA 

Elaho EF! 

earth_fi rst@resi st. ca 
Ottawa EF! 
ottawaearthfirs 
CZgC,H.fiEP.U.B.yC 

Car Busters 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10, Czech Republic 
420-274-810-849; info@carbusters.org 
EIRE 

An Taiamh Glas (Green Earth) 
atgblue@yahoo.com 


ENGLAND 


Hi 


London Rising Tide 
62 Fieldgate St, London, El 1ES, UK 
0770-879-4665; london@risingtide.org.uk 
Manchester EF! 

22A Beswick St, Manchester, M4 7HS, UK 
mancef@nematode.freeserye.co.uk 

Road Block 

POB 164, Totnes, TQ9 5WX, UK 

020-7729-6973; office@roadblock.org.uk 

G E R M A NY 

EF! Germany 

green.rage@web.de 

IC E LAN D 

Saving Iceland 



Amsterdam, Netherlands 
31-20-668-2236; info@aseed.net 
GroenFront! Netherlands 
POB 85069, 3508 AB Utrecht, Netherlands 
2007@groenfront.nl; www.groenfront.nl 


Environmental Rescue International 
20 Dawson Rd, by Forestry, junction, 
Benin City, Nigeria 
environmentalrescue@yahoo.co:uk 


POB 1477, Kaliningrad, 236000, Russia 

0112-44-84-43 

SOUTH K O R E A 

Green Korea United 

1 10-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg 

136-56 Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu 

Seoul, South Korea 

82-2-747-8500; greenkorea@greenkorea.org 


Some of the benefits of being listed in the EF! directory include: exposure for local and regional campaigns; free advertising 
space in the Journal ; merchandise discounts; and bulk copies of the Journal for the price of postage. For more information, 
contact the EF! Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702; (520) 620-6900; collective@earthfirstjoimial.org. 
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Defending an Old-Growth Swamp and 

Fighting Infrastructure in South Florida 




by Everglades Earth First! 

This ain't the Pacific Northwest, 
y'all — but don't let nobody tell ya’ 
we ain't got some old growth down 
here in the Florida swamps. 

You see, most folks in Flori- 
da — Everglades Earth Firstlers 
(EEF!) included — had little idea up 
until quite recently that we are co- 
habitating with an old-growth for- 
est of thousand-year-old cypress 
trees called Barley Barber Swamp. 


Florida Power and Light (FPL) 
has owned Barley Barber since 
the early 1970s. It's their "private 
property," and what they haven't 
drained, flooded or clear-cut is still 
wild as a panther's ass in an ant 
mound. Though a limited num- 
ber of small tours were allowed 
into the Barley Barber in years 
past, FPL shut down all access to 
it after September 11, 2001, citing 
"security concerns" for the nearby 
Martin County power plant. 


At 3,705 megawatts, the Martin 
Plant is currently the largest fos- 
sil fuel plant in the country. This 
great honor will only be trumped 
by the West County Energy Center 
(WCEC) that FPL is currently con- 
structing in the heart of the Ever- 
glades. Folks familiar with EEF! will 
recall that the heart of our strategy 
towards decentralizing and crack- 
ing the energy empire in South 
Florida revolves around stopping 
the WCEC (see EF!J May-June 
2008). You may wonder 
what forest defense has to 
I do with these goals. 

It was important for us to 
research the Martin County 
plant and area wetlands in 
detail to draw comparisons 
about what such a large 
gas- and oil-burning plant 
would do to the greater 
Everglades bioregion. Both 
sites are less than 40 miles 
| apart (remember, they'd be 
| numbers one and two on a 

E wattage chart of US power 
plants). So, after a study 
of some aerial maps, we 
decided to go take a look 
at an unknown wetland — a 


440-acre swamp that juts into the 
Martin Plant's 17-mile-long cool- 
ing pond. 

What we found was part pri- 
mal forest and part industrial 
nightmare. It is impossible to de- 
scribe what the experience was 
like for Florida folks, reared in the 
swampy, mostly treeless marsh 
called the Everglades. With typi- 
cally only the occasional high 
ground of slash pine or hardwood 
hammock, it was a jaw-dropping 
experience to run up on a forest 
of trees with a height and girth 
beyond our wildest dreams, many 
of them stretching 50 feet around 
and nearly 100 feet tall into a sky 
shrouding canopy. These ancient 
trees, hidden on the power plant 
property, are of sizes comparable 
to their cousins, the great sequoias 
of the Pacific Coast. We saw pre- 
historic whisk fern, the ancestor 
to all other ferns, as well as the 
ten-foot-tall leather fern towering 
over cypress knees. Bobcats, bald 
eagles, wood storks, otters and 
some amazing insects made them- 
selves known to us on pur very 
first visit. 

continued on page 6 


Eleven to one? We might stand a chance. 


Civilian Uprising Against 

Barrick Gold in Tanzania 


by Sakura Saunders 

In mid-December, reports surfaced in the 
mainstream press that thousands of villagers 
had raided a gold mine in Northern Tanza- 
nia, setting fire to $7 million worth of mine 
equipment. Most reports blamed problems 
with crime in the area, calling the intruders 
"gold-seekers." 

Teweli Teweli, the spokesman for Bar- 
rick Gold Tanzania, a Canadian Mining 
Company with a bad reputation, describes 
these villagers as "well-organized groups" 
who attacked the mine pit following the 
blasting of high-grade ore. Others paint 
Barrick as the aggressor in this event, cit- 
ing immediate and historic causes that 
have been largely ignored by the interna- 
tional community. 

According to several witnesses, the imme- 
diate cause of the civilian uprising was the 
killing of a young man named Mang'weina 
Mwita Mang'weina. Human rights lawyer 
Tundu Lissu, who represents many of the vil- 
lagers, explains that Mang'weina and some 


friends were engaged in an argument with 
Barrick security when one of the guards 
shot Mang'weina, who was unarmed at the 
time. This incident caused an uproar within 
the community, which immediately took 
up stones, overpowered mine security (who 
then fled), and attacked the mine, setting fire 
to millions of dollars' worth of equipment. 

Mang'weina himself is a part of the leg- 
acy of the North Mara mine. He was one 
of the thousands of unemployed locals 
in the area, angry over the mine's recent 
history of forced displacement, loss of 
livelihoods, human rights abuses and on- 
going repression. He is the seventh person 
killed at the hands of mine security since 
July 2005, when the killing of a local boy 
sparked a similar uprising that resulted in 
the destruction of mine equipment and the 
subsequent detention of more than 200 
villagers. By mid-2006, all of the villagers 
detained after the 2005 uprising had been 
released by the courts after the authorities 
failed to prosecute them. 

continued on page 9 
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Throughout the labor of produc- and indigenous people that are in- the hosting bioregional organizers 
ing this last issue of the Earth First! separable from these areas is a con- can truly determine the degree of 
Journal, countless thoughts have in- vincing reason to continue attacking support that these actions and the 
habited my mind. Because of Tucson infrastructure projects. correspondingescalation of tactics 

hosting the Organizers' Conference Another reoccurring topic was have inflicted on their targets. 

(OC), friends have been in abun- how the mentality of "No Compro- The undeniable need for support 
dance. As I write this, most of those mise" has almost completely been and non-oppressive spaces was also 
people are gearing up to hit the road forgotten by numerous organizers, raised at the OC. Support and ac- 
again. Also, throughout this issue, Some have attributed this to con- tion go hand-in-hand. Like one of 
more friends of mine in the move- stantly being in defense mode. Some my friends says "Take care of each 
ment received new sentences and newer organizers have begun to be- other! Take the system apart." 
are now sitting in cells as I type this, lieve that the "In Defense of Mother Since Marie Mason's plea hearing, 

As a result of all of these situations Earth" motto is a bit out of date. An- I have been awaiting her sentencing, 
and the OC happening here, many imals and the Earth act on their own hoping for the best. The sentence of 
fruitful conversations have taken instincts. They attack. They don't nearly 22 years in prison was the op- 
place. I'm now looking forward to need defense; they need solidarity. posite of that. It has been hard for 
the realization of these ideas that The idea of attacking without many of us to hear this news. Hope- 
we've shared reflecting in less op- compromise until we either win or fully, an appeal process can lessen her 
pressive and more supportive, stra- our hearts explode is a more desir- sentencing. The optimism and dedi- 
tegic actions. We can only hope able position for some to adopt, cation that Marie has shared with 
that future issues of the Journal will Applying EFl-type tactics to more me and the rest of the world is some- 
mirror this shift> as well. urban settings is a useful way to thing the system can not shackle. 

Reflecting on OC- discussions, gain solidarity, and we all know Fearlessness, positivity, and support 
various refreshing critiques of Earth that solidarity means attack. Apply- for our comrades and all things wild 
First! arise. Some EFlers questioned ing different models of organizing are our most threatening weapons, 
the wisdom of continuing to work in EF! campaigns can take our no- I persynally believe that EF! has 
on infrastructure projects due to tions of solidarity to another level. been rapidly getting its head back 
worries about activists moving from Specifically reflecting on the in the game, arid I find it impos- 

wildemess defense to fighting in the post-OC and Rendezvous actions, sible to ignore all of the action that 

cities. Still, innumerable people have my biggest concern is the degree has graced the pages of the Journal 
dug in against infrastructure projects to which we can both discourage and taken place in campaigns ev- 
in light of the massive amounts of and disempower ourselves. After erywhere. If you feel like EF! is in a 
wild lands and species these projects both actions, people have tried to rut, maybe it's just you or your stale 
will erase permanently. The amount decide for themselves whether the tactics. It's time to fight and win! 
of solidarity with biological hotspots action was beneficial or not. Only — Jezzabell eM Dreamboat 
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Kingston Power Plant 

Toxic Waste Spill in Tennessee 


by James Jameson 

On December 22, the Tennessee Valley Au- 
thority (TVA) was responsible for a third mining- 
related toxic waste spill in as many weeks. 

Located at the Kingston Fossil coal-fire 
power plant in Kingston, Tennessee, (the larg- 
est coal-burning power-plant in the world) 
the 40-acre earthen dam that held back a re- 
tention pond broke, spilling approximately 
525 million gallons of black coal fly ash into 
the Emory River and the surrounding Roane 


authorities admit that these children would 
have no chance to escape if or when this im- 
poundment ruptures. 

Numerous studies have shown that coal- 
ash leaches toxic substances that can cause 
cancer, birth defects and other health prob- 
lems in humans and animals. It can deci- 
mate fish, bird and frog populations in and 
around ash dumps and cause developmental 
problems like tadpoles born without teeth, 
or fish with severe spinal deformities. 

A recent analysis of the US Energy Depart- 



County countryside, destroying several ment data by the Associated Press showed that old home, disgusted to see my childhood worst toxic 
homes. The ash flowed into the tributaries millions of tons of toxic coal ash are piling up memories a washed in slurry. My own sis- *. 
of the Tennessee River, the water supply for in power plant ponds in 32 states. The analysis ter, Sarah, died just a few years ago at age 12 
millions of people living downstream. found that 156 coal-fired power plants store due to this shit upstream. She was born with 

Coal fly ash is a fine particle that is one ash in surface ponds similar to the TVA plant Spina Bifida which is one of the most corri- 
of the by-products of burning coal to gener- that ruptured at Kingston Fossil. mon birth defects in this area. She lived a 

ate electricity. Fly ash contains various toxic The amount of coal ash has ballooned, in short, painful, miserable life thanks to these 
chemicals including arsenic, beryllium, thal- part because of increased demand for electric- assholes who just keep going, regardless of 
lium, lead and selenium. Still the Environ- ity. Contaminants and waste products are in- the warnings. 


mental Protection Agency (EPA) does not creasingly captured in the form of solid waste How many more times does a dam have 
consider coal ash a hazardous waste. and held in huge piles in 46 states — near cit- to burst and flood pollution all over you and 

Previously, in October 2000, the Big Branch ies like Pittsburgh, St. Louis and Tampa, and your family? How many more babies can 
coal slurry spill dumped 306 million gallons on the shores of Lake Erie, Lake Michigan and we allow to be bom with crippling birth de- 
of waste down 100 miles of waterways. An the Mississippi River. fects? The Appalachian region has the high- 

EPA official called it one of the worst en- TVA spokesman Gil Francis said the agency est rates of birth defects in the US, and there 
vironmental disasters in the southeastern is storing the ash at the plants for now and is no end in sight to this defect called coal. 
United States. The Kingston Fossil spill is at has not settled on a disposal method. Fran- This is a direct result of what TVA has of- 
least 70 percent larger. cis said he did not know whether officials fered to citizens over the last 50 years. Coal 

On January 2, it was revealed that TVA had have considered a common practice known has taken something dear to me, as it has 
released decades worth of toxic sediment as mine-filling. This method is a notoriou for many people through the ages. This fight 
into East Tennessee's Ocoee River. Shortly source of poisoned groundwater. won't end soon. This is a personal struggle 

after, on January 10, a gypsum pond at the This is not a new battle. Earth Firstlers and for me as it should be for all of us. It is a 
Widows Creek Fossil plant in Stevenson, other citizens have been battling coal min- seeping disease. There is absolutely nothing 
Alabama, burst as well, spilling 10,000 gal- ing and mountain-top removal for decades, clean about coal. There never was, and there 
Ions of toxic water. For years, there has been For decades, we have been ignored. Now, the never will be. No matter how it is marketed 
a campaign against Massey's Shumate coal predictions have come to fruition but they and sold, there is no changing the fact that 
sludge impoundment in Sundial, Kentucky, are still being swept under the sludgy rug. coal is death. 

At this moment, the impoundment — which Appalachia is the poorest region in the coun- fames hopes Sarah is proud of her big sister 
holds 2.8 billion gallons of sludge — sits just try. The coal industry thinks this gives them and knows she thinks of her everyday. We will 
150 feet above an elementary school. Local permission to turn this lush countryside into a win this fight. 

The No Coal Movement Scares the Shit Out of Bank of America 

'N'R'DC SETS HP A COMPROMISE 


by Dirty Money 


surface mining sites for them and like Massey Energy and Peabody November, just three weeks before 
a closed door negotiation. Lapdog (not to mention as the financier the new policy, was announced, a 


In early December, Bank of organizations like NRDC and En- of coal-burning utilities). In Au- national coalition targeted more 
America (BOA) released a new vironmental Defense often play gust 2007, Asheville Rising Tide than 50 BO As on the National 
policy that declared they were the role of compromiser with activists locked down in the bank's Day of Action Against Coal and 
pulling their financing from governments and corporations Asheville offices. In October 2007, Coal Finance (see EF!f January- 
companies predominantly en- after people-powered movements Rainforest Action Network (RAN), February 2009). 
gaged in mountain-top removal 
and, at the same time, were 
increasing their financial sup- 
port of untested technologies 
like carbon capture and stor- 
age (CCS). The Charlotte, North 
Carolina-based bank blinked in 
the face of grassroots adversity 
after years of pressure from Ap- 
palachian community groups, 
radical environmentalists and 
an assortment of environmen- 
tal groups. 

f Their exact policy read, "Bank 

of America is particularly con- called it a "public No Coal Da y °f Action a creative tip, the sive climate policy; 3) We've yet to 

cerned about surface mining relations ploy" and the Associ- bluegrass band, Action Jack- see BOA follow through with pull- 
conducted through mountain- ated Press has called into ques- son, has taken to impromptu jams ing out of mountain-top removal; 
top removal in locations such tion Much BOA clients are truly inside a number of BOA branches and 4) Mountain-top removal is far 
as central Appalachia. We there- losing financing as a result of around Appalachia. from over, especially with banks 

fore will phase out financing of this policy. Other critics have In April 2008, Appalachian like Citi and JPMorgan Chase com' 

companies whose predominant pointed out that the campaign community members bom- tinuing their funding and George 
method of extracting coal is tying BOA to mountain-top re- barded Lewis at the bank's an- Bush's relaxing of environmental 
through mountain-top removal, moval had been gaining more and nual shareholder meeting with rules before he left office. 

While we acknowledge that sur- more momentum when BOA an- questions about coal financing However, this doesn't mean that 

face mining is economically ef- nounced their new policy. Many until he erupted, yelling "No we shouldn't celebrate. It means 
ficient and creates jobs, it can be people are skeptical as BOA re- More Questions about Coal!" that our grassroots campaigns 
conducted in a way that mini- mains quiet about the details and At the same time, outside, Ris- that have built and continue to 
mizes environmental impacts in implementation of this policy, ing Tide and Earth First! activists build power and put the pressure 
certain geographies." Rising Tide Boston, Vida Urbana were shaming shareholders as on these companies should not 

Right-wing, pro-CCS environ- (a group fighting foreclosures they entered the meeting. wither away. We should celebrate 

mental group Natural Resources and evictions) and other radical In October, 150 change agents it when our opposition gives in, 

Defense Council (NRDC)> who groups have called for continued formed a coalition of environmen- but always remember that these 
gave BOA's CEO Ken Lewis an campaign efforts and a National talists and economic justice activ- are continuing struggles, 
award for environmental stew- Day of Action against the bank on ists, and rallied at a BOA in Boston Dirty Money pledges to be an even 

ardship last April, tried to take Valentine's Day. to shutdown a branch over the more hard-hitting, direct-action orga- 

credit for the policy based on Since 2007, BOA has come under bank's financing of coal, and their nizer under the Barack Obama ad- 
their elite elbow-rubbing with fire more and more as the Jinan- profiteering from foreclosures and ministration than he was under Bill 
executives, arranging a fly-over of cier of coal-extracting companies evictions in the Boston area. In Clinton or Bush. 
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raise the issues and 
apply the pressure. 
In other words, we 
organize, agitate 
and take all of the 
risks, and groups 
like NRDC sell us 
out with little or no 
meaningful change. 

The policy itself 
is not worth the 
paper it's printed 
on, as the coal in- 
dustry has even 



Earth First! and 
Rising Tide activ- 
ists hung a banner 
off a crane across 
from the bank's 
headquarters in 
Charlotte. 

„ Since then, days 
| of action, occupa- 
1 Hons, lock-downs 
| and various direct 
I actions have tar- 
geted BOA from 
coast to coast. On 


More and more, activists have 
given BOA a proverbial black eye 
and tied them to mountain-top 
removal. The shameful image has 
created a reaction from the bank, 
but it doesn't mean the struggle is 
close to being over. 

It's important to remember that: 
1) BOA has yet to make any com- 
mitment on funding coal plants, 
and it doesn't seem likely if it is 
looking to promote CCS with its 
friends from NRDC; 2) BOA has 
yet to commit to any comprehen- 


1 
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Dearest Shit fer Brains, 

I have a lot of praise for 
you folks and all the war- 
riors out there. I also have 
a few opinions for some 
of last issue's SFB writers. 
To Daniel Patterson, if 
anonymity made you stop 
reading the journal, then it 
sounds like you.wanted an 
excuse. Anonymity is com- 
mon in letters to editors 
and articles. It is not just 
found in the "paranoid". 
Next time, think of a bet- 
ter excuse. 

To Ben Pachano, I agree 
with you, but you sure 
like to hear yourself talk, 
don't you? My final and 
biggest problem, good ol' 
Howie Wolke. No one had 
to twist your arm to get 
you to "admit" to having 
anything to do with Earth 
First! You may have known 
this in 1980 and forgotten 
in your wisdom, but the 
fact is, times have changed 
and so have needs in our 
movement. This includes 
the Earth First! Journal 
and what they print. The 
Journal has evolved since 
you were around, and it is 
something I am proud to 
be associated with. So, go 
■hunt yourself. 

— Anonymously, none or 

YOUR BUSINESS ■ 

Dear Shit for Brains, and 
Maybe Piss or Puss for 
Brains, Too — In. Short, All 
of You, 

If I don't get going on 
this right this moment, as 
the neurons align properly 
in cosmic dance of life, 
then I probably never will. 

It’s been an unseason- 
able Autumn, but in ways 
that seem to smile on life, 
wild and tame here. Shall 
hence indicate "later." 

I have done time — for 
nothing is so meaningful 
as standing up for Earth 
justice, the living. Nope, al- 
though I did a little jail on 
a rights-to-gather thing, I 
went from probations, sus- 
pended sentences, stays in 


juvenile homes and jails, 
to "sent to prison” several 
times, and always, people 
I trusted as friends turned 
against me as snitches. Al- 
ways a big drag, but I learned 
a long time ago, some peo- 
ple just can't take the men- 
tal, and some ways physical 
tortures dealing with inter- 
rogations by profession- 
ally trained tormenters and 
amorally prone extortion- 
ists. Some people just can't 
handle it. They're weak in 
certain ways. If someone 
you trust for a good reason, 
not some stranger who may 
be a plant, betrays you and 
turns evidence against you, 
it may be that they really do 
love you and just haven't 
got the guts to stand up to 
the pressures of interroga- 
tions and can't help it. 

Try to forgive them and 
understand that it's part 
of the risks you took, just 
like any other risks, and 
you should not be al- 
lowed to turn your love 
into hate. It'll only eat 
you up like poison fires 
inside if you hate them. 
They're weak, it's just the 
way they are. 

I forgave those who 
turned on me and it felt 
right and clear. I even made 
the mistake of allowing it 
to happen again, with the 
same "friends." • That was 
dumb, but I accepted it as 
part of the risks I took and 
no excuse to hate or harm 
someone. I guess that 
whether or not someone 
who snitched on someone 
can ever again be even a 
casual connection for the 
victim afterwards on any 
kind of friendly basis is, I 
suppose, up to the actual 
involved parties. I found 
that those who snitch, no 
matter how they plead that 
it won't happen again, will 
snitch again. They're just 
weak. So try to forgive, ac- 
cept it as part of the risks, 
don't let it become sys- 
temic poison for one or 
the movement. 


Forgive and learn. 

Is there a formula to 
detect who would or 
wouldn't? Not that I know 
of, but I think people who 
lie a lot, and are always 
making excuses for their 
shitty behavior and try- 
ing to forever cover up 
their abuses and stuff are 
prime snitch candidates. 
Also people with regular 
ugly lapses of self-control, 
blaming others. 

I love you, Earth Firsters! 
I am Earth First! in whole. 
I love my sweetie — fer- 
tile, beautiful Earth — and 
want to live to protect 
her. Is it sexist to call the 
Earth "her?" Nah. Earth is 
a pretty momma alright. 
Smells, good, too. 

I want to help the move- 
ment more. I guess we all 
do (how dare I, say,- but 
maybe even some who 
broke weak). 

Thank you so much 
for all your continued 
courage and realness. 1 
know to know wild spir- 
its is to be real, and devo- 
tion way beyond selves. 
Iky, I don't want to let you go! 
On with the show, the 
show must go on! 

— Tommy Walens, AKA 

Laughing Deer (and Shit 
for Brains, Too) 

Hi guys, 

Thanks for the recent, 
great anti-uiv issue! Also, 
Ashville sounds like a very 
cool place. 

All the best, r 

— Sto Clark 

Dear Shitty Shit for Brains, 

It's about time that 
"radical Jews" get over 
their hang ups about Is- 
rael. For all practical and 
ideological purposes, fuck 
Zionism. This is not a dif- 
ference in semantics. Strait 
up, Zionism is nationalism 
and Israel is the colonizer. 
This is not a matter of anti- 
Semitism. It doesn't mat- 
ter what form nationalism 
takes. Whether it's taking 
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the form of black, Jewish, 
or Puerto Rican self-deter- 
mination, or if its taking 
the form of American 
imperialism, fuck 
it. Fuck Israel, 
fuck Palestine, 
fuck ideology 
and fuck 
civilization. 

— John Locke 

Dear Earth First! and 
other friends, 

It's getting really frus- 
trating to continue to see 
references to the Security 
and Prosperity Partnership 
(SPP), and how it will sup- 
posedly be ratified in 2010. 
This is one of three focal 
points of the "Riot 2010" 
movement — the other two 
being the 2010 Winter 
Olympics to be held near 
Vancouver, British Co- 
lumbia, Canada, and the 
Group of Eight meeting 
occurring in Huntsville, 
Ontario, Canada. 

Anyway, the SPP was 
ratified on March 23, 2005. 
The thing that's important 
for the SPP in 2010 is that 
it had a major goal to really 
hit its stride by 2010. Of 
course, that's something 
that's hard to measure. (It's 
also hard to imagine, see- 
ing how the economies of . 
Mexico, the US and Cana- 
da are currently doing.) 

So, if people want to act 
to stop the SPP from realiz- 
ing its full potential in 2010, . 
I think that's a great goal — 
but please stop saying you 
want to stop the SPP from 
being ratified in 2010. it's 
already happened. 

I think it's really impor- 
tant that we, as a move- 
ment, are concerned about 
the accuracy of our claims. 
We know the facts of all 
of this are on our side. But 
those plugged into televi- 
sionland, who have never 
once thought about how 
their society might be de- 
stroying the planet and 
all life on it are too often 
quick to dismiss us. Each 


time they catch us spout- 
ing false information, 
we have to work that 
much harder to regain 
any sense of credibility. 
I'm not saying our accep- 
tance in mainstream cul- 
ture should be any sort of 
goal. It's just that when 
you're already as margin- 
alized as we are, it doesn't 
help anything to further 
marginalize ourselves. 

Yours for the rev, 

— Donny 

My friends, 

It's time for a change. 
Time to give up on our 
reactionary revolution 
and find the right way 
to live. Many of us decry 
the capitalists whilst liv- 
ing off their table scraps 
and buying their basura! 
There's no doubt, we are 
in the middle of a power 
struggle. The only way it 
can be won is by success- 
fully disengaging ourselves 
from the system — and it's 
easy! Leave the highway to 
hell for the trail to the sky 
and the hummus for the 
hunt. The Earth will pro- 
vide you with her power 
if you will befriend her. In 
the beginning and the end, 
she is everything we are. 
Don’t be a motherfucker, 
Go wild. Forget the rest. 

— General E. Feral 
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by LRDP Resistance Media 

More than a year ago, a handful of activists climbed up into the 
trees on Science Hill in Santa Cruz, California, as a symbol of resis- 
tance to the University of California, Santa Cruz (UCSC)'s plan to 
destroy 120 acres of campus forest. For the past 13 months, the tree 
sit has drawn attention to UCSC's reckless plan to develop the up- 
per campus without regard for the welfare of one of Santa Cruz's last 
wild ecosystems. 

At approximately 8 a.m. on December 13, the treesit drew to a 
close as police seized control of Science Hill, arresting one treesitter. 
Later, a tree-cutting service hired by the university cut down a grove 
of redwood trees that were more-than-100-years-old- to make way. 
for the construction of a new bioscience building. 

The three clusters of redwoods which have now been clearcut 
were inhabited since November 7, 2007, when more than 500 stu- 
dents, alumni and community members rallied in opposition to the 
UCSC's Long Range Development Plan (LRDP). Activists involved 
with the treesit and UCSC administration entered mediation to find 
a solution to this conflict, but the university was unwilling to 


modify any of their plans, despite the devastating effect that up- 
per campus development would have on the ecosystem around 
Santa Cruz. Precious watershed areas, unique manzanita groves and 
100-year-old redwood forests are being destroyed by the university's 
development of the wild lands just north of campus. The homes of 
rare native animals, such as the burrowing owl and the endan- 
gered red-legged frog are being irreparably damaged. 

The treesit tactic was employed due to the UCSC's adiministra- 
tions failure to meaningfully address the concerns of Santa Cruz city 
and county officials, community members, environmentalists, and 
UCSC faculty and students. Instead of acting upon the concerns of 
the thousands of people who have voiced opposition to increased 
university construction, UCSC has spent tens of thousands of tax- 
payer dollars to hire riot police to intimidate community members 
who oppose their plans. 

The end of the treesit- is not the end of resistance to the LRDP. 
The determination and integrity that sustained the 13-month oc- 
cupation will continue to incite action against the LRDP. The diverse 
communities that united to oppose the destruction of upper campus 
are renewed in their commitment to resistance. 




Throghout this struggle, there have 
been other actions taken to save the for- 
est. For instance windows were broken at 
the college's Owl's Nest Cafe and University 
House, tires were slashed and windows were 
damaged on around 20 vehicles, including 
Physical Plant trucks and an electric car; con- 
struction equipment was damaged; there was 
graffiti in residence halls and the Core West 
parking structure; and road spikes designed to 
puncture tires were found on Meyer Drive, a 
road that leads to the chancellor's on-campus 
home and office.The company that was in 
charge of the tree felling was also a target of 
vandalism. 

■ " * ' 


You Can t Cut Us Down! 


by Magic 

"You can't cut us down," read 
the banner at the final press con- 
ference of the Santa Cruz treesit. 
And that is so fucking true! What 
came from those four platforms 
placed atop the redwoods of 
University of California, Santa 
Cruz (UCSC) is something that 
no one will ever be able to take 
away. The memory of my short 
time spent nestled in the trees 
last Winter was a joy I will hold 
dose to my heart for the rest of 
my time. 

Leaving San Francisco and 
cherishing all of the amazing 
wildlife around Santa Cruz did 
wonders for me mentally. While 
up in the trees, amazing friends 


the community struck a chord 
within me that still resonates 
deeply. 

Working on tensioning plat- 
forms, tying traverses and be- 
coming a comfortable climber in 
general was such a beneficial ex- 
perience. Having limited climb- 
ing experience beforehand made 
my treetop adventure very em- 
powering. Everything I learned 
up there, I put into use with 
the anti-I-69 campaign. Having 
more confidence in my climbing 


skills lead me to feel comfortable 
enough to trSin others in Indi- 
ana and at the Summer Round 
River Rendezvous in Ohio. 

Connections that were made 
at the Santa Cruz treesit far sur- 
passed the ground support-to- 
treesit relationship. The bonds 
of trust and support that were 
established traveled along with 
us. Many of us had the good 
fortune to work on other cam- 
paigns together later last year. 
The trust that is developed 


mingbirds and sometimes even 
hawks. Regardless of students 
and cars, the trees were a sanctu- 
ary from the madness of every- 
day life. I reached a place where 
I actually appreciated life again. 
My energy was completely re- 
plenished to a healthy level. 

Learning treesitting skills was 
only a portion of my expefience 
in the redwoods. Hiking around 
the upper campus and beyond 
were some of my fondest mo- 
ments of solitude from last year. 
Meeting other whimsical, like- 
minded comrades sparked many 
new, longstanding friendships. 
Memories of meeting people in 


within inspiring actions and 
camps like these is ever lasting. 
The resistance we have devel- 
oped and turned into action 
since, will only grow stronger 
each time we work together. 

The treesit for me was more 
than a regular forest defense. It 
was fighting to say, "Hell no! 
We don't want a biomedical lab 
to slice animals open!" It was 
protesting the attempts to rav- 
age the upper campus — where 
many animals call home. It 
was sparring against the UCSC 
as they attempt to destroy our 
culture. It was saying, "Fuck 
you!" to more expansion and 
research that would'further de- 
stroy anything we hold sacred. 

My only hope is that the fu- 

of Santa Cruz and everywhere 
else our spirits travel. The clash- 
ing with police on Novem- 
ber 7, 2007, that birthed the 
treesit was heart-wrenching and 
breathtaking. My account is just 
one of many that passed with 
the breeze of those trees . 

The resistance continues. It 
attacks the oppressors in many 
places. It manifests itself through 
numerous forms. For Chancellor 
George R. Blumenthal and all 
who push the agenda of oppres- 
sive education, "May you choke 
on the lies you spew. You can't . 
cut us down!" 
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continued from page 1 

However, as is inevitable in oVer-developed 
South Florida, we Belt the tremors of civi- 
lization, even in the depths of the primal 
swamp. Just a mile to the east, across the 
cooling pond, we could hear the loud speaker 
of the Martin County Power Plant barking 
orders. The massive pumps that push efflu- 
ent water from the plant to the cooling pond 
made hissing noises that upset the quiet 
rustles and grunts of the swamp. Neverthe- 
less, it was love at first sight. From that point 
on, we were compelled, for better or worse, 
toward forest defense. Not one of us could 
get the sight of one particular tree, dated to 
around 1,100 years old, out of our minds. 
The biodiversity and tragedy of the Barley 
Barber has entered our spirits. 

With a little help from some allies in the 
scientific community, we discovered that 
the Martin plant is actually pulling so much 
water from the aquifer below the swamp that 
the soil is being sucked down well below 
✓the root systems of the trees. Known as soil 
subsidence and hydroperiod disruption, the 
greedy mechanisms at work throughout this 
old-growth forest are all but missing from 
current environmental debate. Although 
thousands of megawatts of fossil fuel power 
send off an alert about carbon emissions and 
' climate change, here in South Florida, a more 
pressing concern is hydrological impacts. In 
fact, in terms of immediate impact to 
habitat, hydroperiod disruption is con- 
sidered a greater environmental stressor 
than climate change. That means if 
you alter one or more of the three hy- 
droperiod components (levels, dura- 
tion or seasonality of water), the entire 
ecosystem can collapse (according to 
an EPA report from 1999). 

Barley Barber was on the brain as our 
Winter action camp began in the Ever- 
glades a few days before the new year. 

Amid direct action workshops and train- 
ings, we shared what we knew about the 
swamp to both locals from Indiantown 
(who remembered when the swamp 
was open) and folks who had come to 
camp from far away. We stumbled over 
logistical challenges and dodged law en- 
forcement, but somehow managed to 
have a lot of fun. In one incident, a New 
Year's visit from the mythical skunk ape 
„ (the Florida equivalent of Sasquatch) at 
the stroke of midnight culminated in a 
mass naked jump into a gator pond. The 
gators* must have known what side we 
were on, and seemed not too agitated at 
our presence. 

The morning of January 5 began with 
a festive rally outside the main entrance 
to the Martin Plant. We hollered one 
last request to be let into the swamp, 
but received no response. (We'd been 

success.) We then wandered around to a back 
route — a five-mile hike alongside a canal and 
a gas pipeline to an unmarked entrance to the 
Barley Barber. A one-day event turned into 
five days — a swamp-side stand-off between 
EEF!, FPL goons, the Martin County Sheriffs 
Department, the FBI and Homeland Secu- 
rity. Under constant surveillance, we set up 
a rotating camp just outside of the backdoor 
to the swamp. On the fifth day, six folks de- 
vised a way into the swamp right under the 
watchful eye of law enforcement, climbed 
trees and locked down. A large crowd of pro- 
testers entered a waterway that flows in and 
out of Barley Barber, chanted, held banners, 
played "chicken" (how Maine beat Florida 
in "swamp chicken" is still unclear, but we 


challenge y'all to a rematch this Summer in 
Cascadia!) and caused a general diversion for 
the folks headed in. Several hours later, we 
wound up with 17 folks arrested in a round- 
up conducted by the sheriff's office. It took 
some backcountry cops most of the day to 
find the swamp-sitters, and pull them out of 
the trees and mire. 

We all agree that this makes for a pfetty 
epic story, but at what price? Eleven of the 
17 arrests were unplanned. Bail costs and 
jail time for misdemeanor trespass charges 
are high, and nearly every organizer was so 
tuckered out that, by the end of two weeks 
of craziness, we had trouble keeping it to- 
gether for post-event organizing. 

As the occupation wore on, organizer after 
organizer began to "stand-aside" from the 
decision making process, wiggling fingers 
clenched into sideways thumbs. A main 
factor of this may have been that the dis- 
senting handful were not out at the camp, 
but back at home doing, media and legal 
support work. We understood that being 
face-to-face with a fruit cocktail of law en- 
forcement agents before a backdrop of old 
growth will give you the adrenaline to do 
pretty much anything. In any case, a veri- 
table plethora of concerns was raised*, that 
the encampment was a drain on resources 
and energy, it was unplanned, communi- 
cation was poor, cars were few (the camp 



was an hour from our home base in Lake 
Worth, Florida) and the costs for multiple 
arrests were high. Did we throw it all on the 
line for swamp-style forest defense, with- 
out a clear vision of how to fit that in with 
our larger goals? Barley Barber is the kind of 
place that enchants the logic and patience 
right out of your ears, but there is also an 
undeniable empowerment that comes with 
taking action on behalf of the last remain- 
ing ancient fragments of the bioregion you 
know and love. 

All that being said, We certainly have 
taken steps forward by putting Barley Barber 
back on the map. Locals in Martin County 
and folks across Florida, from state agencies 
to scientific and environmental organiza- 


tions, seem to be buzzing with the name 
of a once-hidden old-growth forest in their 
backyard. We claimed a small victory when 
FPL announced that they're in the process of 
re-opening the swamp in 2010 (which they 
never mentioned 'till we came knockin')! In a 
letter responding to our action, FPL spokes- 
person Jackie Anderson even claimed, "We 
would be more than happy to host a site 
visit by the Water Management District 
(WMD) at any time." Whether or not we 
can get the WMD to stray from its corrupt 
ways is another question, but the door for 
new dialogue has certainly been blown 
wide open. We will continue to work with 
folks from Indiantown and other environ- 
mental groups to make sure FPL follows 
through on their word. 

In the bigger picture, the Battle for Bar- 
ley Barber is only one fight in an unfolding 
war launched against our wild wetlands by 
an ever-expanding energy empire. There 
is an undeniable pattern. FPL is killing our 
bioregion. The swamp is just one stop on the 
path of destruction, greed and corruption 
paved by FPL and friends. Unique ecosystems 
linked to FPL power plants from the north- 
ern Everglades to the mangrove estuaries of 
Turkey Point are polluted, drained and dying. 
Following the decimation of natural areas, 
FPL closes those lands to the public, leaving 
their impact unseen and unmonitored. 

As we prepare for more legal deal- 
ings in Martin County's criminal 
court, EEF! activists are also pour- 
ing over permit applications and 
civil litigation for two new mas- 
sive liquefied natural gas facilities 
(one in Indiantown and the other 
off-shore in Broward County), and 
more than 500 miles of new gas 
pipelines and compression stations 
courtesy of Florida Gas Transmis- 
sion Company, crossing 29 rural 
counties throughout the state. All 
of this new infrastructure is aimed 
at southeastern Florida, where there 
is more than 7,000 megawatts in 
new gas-fired power plants on the 
horizon between Loxahatchee and 
Port St. Lucie. That's more than 12 
billion gallons of freshwater con- 
sumed, 20 million tons of carbon 
dioxide spewed, nearly 8,000 tons 
f of toxic pollution emitted annually 
| and around two million sprawling 
1 1 homes worth of energy generation. 
3, Overwhelming as it may be, our 
| connection to ancient wild places 
I like Barley Barber is an important 
g> part of moving forward against this 
| onslaught of civilization. When we 
| have a relationship to the land and 
water, we fight hard to protect them. 

we will fight even harder to avenge 
their honor. 

For the spirit of Barley Barber swamp, let's 
bring this shit down, y'all! 

Wanna help? Call FPL at (305) 552-3888. 
Tell them to drop the charges against EEF! and 
re-open the swamp wow! You can also donate 
to our bail fund and approaching legal battles 
online at www.evergladesearthfirst.org. 

The lawless troglodytes of Everglades Earth First! 
are the rootin'est, tootin'est swamp anarchists this 
side of the. Brazilian Pantanal. We are currently 
working to make "In Solidarity With the Swamp" 
the new rallying call stenciled on banners around 
the world. We ask folks to remember that while 
we all descend from those who crawled out of the 
primordial muck so long ago, it still ain't too late 
to come on down to Florida to crawl back in. 
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by Swamp Lilly and 
Sparkle Berry 

Today, the Eveiglades exists in 
southeastern Florida only in small 
oasis-like pockets set apart from 
the massive, sprawling, concrete 
death culture of suburbia. People 
often argue whether these pre- 
cious forests are even a part of 
the Everglades, as the groves of 
trees are so disconnected and iso- 
lated. However, doubt not, for 
all of South Florida was once a 
smooth- flowing river of saw- 
grass, cypress swamps, ham- 
mocks (tree islands) and pine 
flatwoods. If these small pockets 
of forests are not protected, our 
ecosystem will diminish, as will 
our experiences as humans. 



Green, wild spaces within 
Broward County, Florida, are 
becoming a rarity due to un- 
necessary development that 
feeds the greed of corporations 
and steals public space from the 
community. There is a 46-acre 
patch of wetlands and ham- 
mocks in Coconut Creek and 
Margate, Florida, that is under 
attack by development, and 
Everglades Earth First! (EEF!) is 
passionately defending the for- 
est from certain death by a pro- 
posed Lowe's shopping center. 

On September 25, the Coco- 
nut Creek city commission voted 
unanimously to rezone the 46- 
acre plot to build a Lowe's and 
Kohl's shopping complex, to be 
known as "Cocomar". Recently, 
Kohl's dropped out of 
the project due to pres- 
sure from lawsuits and 
environmental groups, 
according to the South 
Florida Business Journal. 
This leaves Lowe's as the 
only party still involved 
in Cocomar. 

The decision to re- 
zone was made despite 
the opposition of local 
citizens, who repeatedly 
voiced their unanimous 
disapproval of the deci- 
sion at city and county 


commission meetings. This mo- 
tion was pushed through the. 
city and county commission by 
a lawyer named Dennis Mele, of 
the Ruden-McClosky law firm, 
who works exclusively for "de- 
velopers, landowners and gov- 
ernment officials" (according to 
the Ruden-McClosky website). 
Mele was hired to pursue and 
was granted permits for a Lowe's 
and Kohl's shopping center pro- 
posed by Regency Centers, a na- 
tional shopping-mall developer. 
Ruden-McClosky has also been 
working to defend Everglades 
Corporate Park in Sunrise, Flor- 
ida, which would be the first de- 
velopment west of the Sawgrass 
Expressway— on the immediate 
edge of the Everglades. 

Following the stand-off at the 
Barley Barber Swamp in Indi- 
antown, Florida, we thought it 
would be appropriate to pay a 
visit to the developer's favorite 
law firm. 

On January 16, EEF! held a rally 
in front of Ruden-McCloskey's 
colossal, skyscraper office in 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida,. Upon 
arriving, we were greeted by 
a large police presence. Police 
were on horseback, in motor- 
cycles and unmarked cars, and 
in plain clothes. It seems that 
Ruden-McClosky felt that we 


were a threat, but we were just 
out front to scream, perform and 
drum our message of liberation. 
Things got serious when Dennis 
"The Butterfly Killer" Mele was 
issued a restraining order on be- 
half of the Everglades. The cops 
did not let us in to deliver the 
restraining order, telling us to 
"mail to him" instead. 

Our demand is that this 
unique and precious ecosys- 
tem, containing numerous old- 
growth trees, and native flora and 
fauna— one of the only remain- 
ing green oases in the invasive 
suburban sprawl of Broward 
County — be immediately pre- 
served and become a truly pub- 
lic space to be enjoyed by the 
whole community. Our demand 
to all parties involved — includ- 
ing Lowe's, Regency Centers arid 
Ruden-McClosky — is to cancel 
the development project com- 
pletely. We will not compromise 
on our demands, and we will 
not allow the proposed Coco- 
mar plaza to cause the death of 
even one tree. 

Swamp Lilly and Sparkle Berry 
are going on their third year of 
sharing food at Food Not Bombs 
in Fort Lauderdale in front of the 
downtown library at 5 p.m. every 
Friday. They love Rastafarian food 
and long walks in Fern Forest. 


The push 
to rczone 
was made 
despite the 
opposition 
of local 
citizens. 


UTAH LAND-BID SPOILED BY 

ECONOMICS STUDENT 


by James Jameson 

With a small gesture of his hand Tim De- 
Christopher made the news and an impact. 
On December 19, the 27-year-old economics 
student from the University of Utah walked 
into a land auction, in Salt Lake City. Instead 
of joining his peers protesting outside of the 
auction, he registered as bidder 70. 

The George Bush administration was get- 
ting in as many punches to the environment 
as it could just days before Bush was to leave 
office. The Bushies have long sought to open 
the exceptional land of Utah to more drill- 
ing. One of those actions was for the Bureau 
of Land Management (BLM) to auction off 
oil- and gas-drilling leases in Utah. 

DeChristopher began buying up land 
and winning bids placed against Exxon and 
Chevron. DeChristopher successfully won 
bids for land located near the Arches and 
Canyonlands National Parks and Dinosaur 
National Monument. He won the bidding 
on 13 parcels and drove up the prices of sev- 
eral other pieces of land. The total that he 
purchased was 22,000 acres for a whopping 
$1.7 million — money which DeChristopher 
does not have. 

"Once I started buying up every parcel, . 
they understood pretty clearly what was go- 
ing on. They stopped the auction, and some 
federal agents came in and took me out. I 
guess there was a lot of chaos, and they didn't 
really know how to proceed at that point," 
said DeChristopher. After being questioned 
by authorities, DeChristopher was released. 

Patrick Shea, a former BLM director , is also 
representing DeChristopher. He told Salt 
Lake City's Desert News, "What Tim did was 


in the best tradition of civil disobedi- 
ence. He did this without causing any 
physical or material harm. His purpose 
was to draw attention to the illegiti- 
macy and immorality of the process." 

DeChristopher's disruption of the 
auction temporarily blocked the Bush- 
enabled land grab by the oil and gas 
industries. It also tainted the process 
so thoroughly that they won't be able 
to conduct another sale until after the 
Barack Obama administration takes 
over — thus, hopefully, never. 

DeChristopher and his legal team 
were successful in raising the $45,000 
dollars needed for the down payment on 
the leases that DeChristopher won at the 
auction, though it is unknown whether 
the government will accept the payment or 
not. It is uncertain how aggressive the gov- 
ernment will be in. prosecuting their case 
against him. 

A BLM spokeswoman said DeChristopher's 
offer of payment was too little, too late. Mary 
Wilson said he owed $81,000 on the day of 
the sale and significantly more by January 6. 
"Since he made up his rules for the auction, 
he's making up his rules bn how to pay for 
it," she said. 

The agency hasn't decided yet whether 
the parcels legally belong to DeChristopher. 
That will be determined by an investigation 
by the BLM and the US attorney's office. Un- 
til that probe is concluded, DeChristopher's 
legal status and that of the parcels he bid for 
are in limbo. 

Though DeChristopher's original plan 
was to disrupt the auction with shouts of 
protest, when he was asked if he wanted 



to bid, DeChristopher took the opportu- 
nity. By taking this action a step farther, he 
saved a beautiful stretch of land for a while, 
at least. That land will likely not go back on 
the auction block any time soon. 

"He didn't pour sugar into a bulldozer's 
gas tank" said the Salt Lake Tribune. "He 
didn't spike a tree or set a billboard on fire. 
But wielding only a bidder's paddle, a Uni- 
versity of Utah student just as surely paper- 
wrenched a federal oil- and gas-lease sale on 
Friday, ensuring that thousands of acres near 
two Southern Utah national parks, won't be 
drilled anytime soon." 

In a movement where action is the leg on 
which we stand, we cannot overlook what 
an impression this small act of civil disobedi- 
ence has had. Maybe, while we wait around 
to hear about the "big" actions, we can give 
props for the impacts of the "small" ones, 
as well. 

James wants to thank Tim DeChristopher and 
everyone out there who continues to do "a little 
something" and not give up fighting. 
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A Raid Comes to the Upper Florentine Valley 


by Ula Majewski 

Early in the morning of January 12, more 
than 60 police raided a peaceful commu- 
nity blockade in the Upper Florentine Valley, 
Southern Tasmania, Australia. Camp Floren- 
tine, which was constructed in logging coupe 
FO044A, has been defending the globally rec- 
ognized old-growth forests of the Upper Floren- 
tine for more than two years. The blockade was 
constructed of treesits cabled to monopoles, a 
suspended monopole and tripods, three drag- 
ons and a tunnel dug deep beneath the exist- 
ing logging road. The raid came as Forestry 
Tasmania moved machinery 
into the forest, in an attempt to 
build a new two-and-a-half-mile 
logging road, which would open 
up the valley to industrial scale 
destruction in four planned 
logging coupes. Around 80 per- 
cent of the timber harvested 
from these coupes, if they are 
allowed to go ahead, will be 
wood-chipped and exported 
by Gunns Limited, the largest 
wood-chipping company in the 
southern hemisphere. 

The Upper Florentine Val- 
ley contains many hundreds 
of acres of threatened, tall, 
old-growth eucalypt forest, old- 
growth rainforest, significant 
karst systems, a wild river, and 
outstanding examples of indig- 
enous and European cultural heritage. The val- 
ley is bordered on three sides.by spectacular 
mountain ranges located within the Tasma- 
nian Wilderness World Heritage Area (TW- 
WHA). These tall, old-growth eucalypt forests 
also store huge amounts of carbon. 

In July, the World Heritage Committee re- 
leased an important decision regarding Tas- 
mania's tall eucalypt forests, which requested 
that the Tasmanian and Australian govern- 
ments consider an extension of the TWWHA 
to include areas of potential globally outstand- 
ing tall eucalypt forests such as those situated 
in the Upper Florentine, Weld and Styx Val- 
leys. Furthermore, the International Union 
for the Conservation of Nature requested that 
a moratorium on forestry operations in these 
areas be seriously considered. The Tasmanian 
and Australian governments have completely 
ignored these serious recommendations. In- 
stead, Forestry Tasmania completed this new 
road to climate chaos, with more logging 
roads planned to open thousands of acres of 
wilderness forest in other threatened world 
heritage-valued valleys. 


Over two weeks, more than 30 activists 
and community members were arrested in 
the fight to protect the ancient Upper Floren- 
tine ecosystem. In an Australian first, activist 
Adrian King spent 36 hours underground 
in a tunnel designed to make it impossible 
for heavy equipment to roll overhead with- 
out crushing him. Eighteen community 
members were arrested during a mass com- 
munity walk-in into the Upper Florentine 
Valley on January 14, including celebrated 
landscape photographer Geoffrey Lea. Mel- 
bourne bands Milk and Rapscallion played 
live on the Gordon River Road in support of 



Activists at the Upper Florentine blockade 


more than 150 individuals who traveled to 
the valley to protest against the continued 
destruction of Tasmania's old growth forests. 
One activist locked himself onto an excava- 
tor for more than tyvo hours, and 24 commu- 
nity members blockaded the logging road, 
but were removed by police without being 
arrested. Four forest defenders sat perched 
high in the canopy of the threatened old- 
growth forests located in proposed logging 
coupe FO044A, holding their roost for more 
than 19 days. 

Early on January 15, two forest defenders 
locked on to a myrtle tree in the road's path 
to halt further forestry operations in the Upper 
Florentine Valley. While logging for the new 
road occurred, Forestry Tasmania loggers felled 
trees and operated machinery in close proxim- 
ity to the activists, despite requests from the 
community at thg site to cease operations. 

On January 18, more than 500 commu-. 
nity members conducted a peaceful mass 
walk-in to the site, entering Forestry Tas- 
mania's "exclusion zone" to protest the 
continued devastation, wood-chipping and 


burning of some of Australia's most precious 
natural heritage. Rolling actions have taken 
place every single day since the blockade 
was raided, with forest defenders locking 
onto road-building machinery, new treesits 
and blockading structures erected, and com- 
munity members walking into the site and 
refusing to leave. In Tasmania's capital city, 
Hobart, activists scaled the roof of Parlia- 
ment House and hung a giant "Save the Up- 
per Florentine" banner. 

"Once again, we are seeing a massive swell 
of community support for Tasmania's carbon- 
dense old-growth forests, and outrage at the 
destructive roading, logging, 
wood-chipping and burning of 
these precious ecosystems by 
local climate criminals, For- 
estry Tasmania and Gunns 
Limited," said Ula Majew- 
ski, Still Wild Still Threatened 
spokesperson and Triabunna 
13 defendant. "Our commu- 
nity will continue to stand up 
and speak out against these en- 
vironmentally criminal acts. In 
uthis era of dangerous climate 
| change, the destruction of 
g Tasmania's ancient forests is a 
I global issue." 

| International support for the 
| ancient forests of the Upper 
~ Florentine was demonstrated in 
London on January 19, as Brit- 
ish activists presented the Aus- 


tralian High Commission with petitions and 
unfurled banners, sending the Australian gov- 
ernment a very clear message that the destruc- 
tion of Tasmania's carbon-dense old-growth 
forests is a global issue. 

Forestry Tasmania has pushed the logging 
road into the ancient wilderness forest of the 
Upper Florentine, though gravelling is yet to 
be completed. As the company moved its ma- 
chinery out, activists rolled in new structures 
and even more treesits to establish a new base. 
As forest defenders wait for the loggers to re- 
turn to complete the road and log the first of 
many logging coupes, community uprising is 
continuing and structures are being built to de- 
fend the ancient Upper Florentine landscape. 

The fight, to protect the Upper Florentine 
Valley is not slowing in Tasmania. To catch 
up on where the actions are at now and what 
continues to be history-breaking, non-violent 
defense of Tasmania's forests, visit www. 
stillwildstillthreatened.org, www.huon.org, 
www.nativeforest.net or wwwxoolforests. 
org; or contact us at stillwildstillthreatened@ 
gmail.com or centre@huon.org. 7" 


Legal Problems for Tasmania Forest Defenders 


by Jenny Weber 

Tasmania's giant woodchip- 
ping company, Gunns Limited, 
filed a lawsuit against 13 forest 
activists in January in a second 
attempt to silence those who 
expose Gunns' environmentally 
irresponsible destruction of an- 
cient forests. The activists had 
engaged in a peaceful shutdown 
at one of Gunns woodchip ports, 
the Triabunna mill in December. 

The Triabunna action was taken 
to highlight the immense amount 
of carbon released from the log- 
ging of old-growth forests, the 
pitiful nature of the Australian 
government's emissions reduc- 
tions targets, and Gunns' ongoing 
ruthless assault on the remaining 
wild areas of Tasmania's Southern 
Forests. Gunns is claiming dam- 
ages for trespass, and seeking an 
injunction that will prevent the 
defendants from entering its prop- 
erty and land holdings. 


Seven activists were arrested, 
while eight others were standing 
outside the mill with a banner. Six 
activists who were not arrested, 
however, gave their names to 
police, had their personal details 
given to Gunns by Tasmania, po- 
lice and are subsequently being 
sued. In a clear breach of privacy 
and infringement on citizens' 
rights, people who complied with 
police officers' directions are how 
facing a harsh civil suit to further 
line the pockets of Gunns. 

By stepping up to resist the 
laws that protect ongoing en- 
vironmental destruction, the 
people who were arrested' at 
Triabunna were acting on their 
grave concerns for the future of 
the planet as a result of climate 
change. The Triabunna 13 de- 
fendants engaged in non-violent 
civil disobedience to expose 
Gunns as climate criminals. 

The lawsuit against the Tri- 
abunna 13 comes four years after 


the now-infamous 
Gunns 20 case. The 
Gunns 20 case started 
in 2004 against 20 
individuals and orga- 
nizations in response 
to their efforts to 
protect Tasmania's 
forests, and contin- 
ues for 13 individuals 
and organizations. 

A legal fight- 
ing fund has been 
launched to raise 
the fees that will be 
incurred by the Tri- 
abunna 13 defen- 
dants. The fund will 
be administered by 
the Huon Valley En- 
vironment Centre, and all dona- 
tions received will go straight to 
paying for the legal costs, which 
will surely be in the thousands 
of dollars. The Huon Valley En- 
vironment Centre is a defendant 



in the Gunns 2(L case, and has 


The Triabunna banners hang over a giant pile of pulp 
made from ground-up old-growth trees. 

first-hand knowledge of the diffi- 
culties involved in fighting such 
a case with limited resources. 

For more information, visit 
www.huon.org. 

fenny Weber is an organizer with 
the Huon Valley Environment Centre. 
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by Root Force 

On January 20, roughly 12,000 indigenous 
people, campesinos, environmental activists 
and others carried out protests across Ecua- 
dor against a controversial new mining law. 
Three-quarters of these protesters engaged in a 
blockade of the Pan-American Highway in the 
country's central highlands as an act of solidar- 
ity with communities in other regions of the 
country, where mining is more likely to take 
place. The last few weeks of this struggle have 
been marked by protest and police violence. 

On January 26, the National Assembly 
gave final approval to the law. Although 
Ecuador has engaged in oil drilling for 40 
years, it currently has no active large mines. 
In particular, Canadian mining companies 
have pushed for the new law, which will 
open up the country for large-scale gold, 
silver, copper and other mineral mining. 

The mining law will replace the temporary 
mining mandate that was passed in May 
2008, which froze all mining operations in 
Ecuador. Rejecting the indigenous and anti- 
mine movements' demands for prior con- 
sent from affected communities, the mining 
law will limit community power to affect 
mining projects and allow mining anywhere 
in the country. This includes protected areas 
and indigenous territories. Foreign mining 
companies, especially Canadian ones, have 
lobbied heavily for this law. 

Correa has made "responsible mining" a 
key part of his plan to develop Ecuador. In- 
digenous and anti-mining protesters have 
rejected the president's logic. 

"We will never let them into our territory, 
which provides our water," said Kichwa 


protester Juan Francisco. '"Responsible min- 
ing' is a miserable lie that the government 
wants to sell to us." He said that better de- 
velopment would come from government 
support of organic farming. 

Canadian companies hold the majority 
of mining concessions in Ecuador and have 
been pressing for a new law that would allow 
for large-scale, open pit metal mining. 

While protests over the new law have been 
taking place for months, the tempo picked up 
on December 21 with a march to the National 
Assembly in the capital of Quito. There, 
protesters seeking to meet with legislators 
were pepper-sprayed by police. On the same 
day, campesinos in the south of the country 
staged road blockades against the law and 
defended them against police attacks. 

The assembly responded by holding meet- 
ings with protesters, but continued to move 
forward with the law. Protests picked back 
up on January 5, with massive road block- 
ades in Cuenca, Ecaudor's third-largest city. 
The police responded with a further escala- - 
tion of repression. Officers attacked a press 
conference at the Court of Justice, arresting a 
member of the Water Board and tear-gassing 
protesters who attempted to defend him. 
Cops also dragged hunger strikers along the 
ground by their necks. 

Road blockades spread to three other prov- 
inces, and protesters have been beaten or 
shot in at least five different communities. 
Two of the most notorious cases involved 
a special forces raid on a village to arrest a 
protest leader. The special forces tear-gassed 
a school and arrested a campesino leader 
who was later found in a hospital with bul- 
let wounds in his head. 


Even as Correa tried to discredit his oppo- 
nents by calling them terrorists, they have 
accused him of being racist and dictatorial. 
They charge that the mining law violates 
sections of the recently approved constitu- 
tion that protect indigenous, ecological and 
water rights. 

Correa portrays the new constitution as 
one of his great achievements as a suppos- 
edly leftist president. However, the presi- 
dent is meeting increasing opposition from 
his former support base, which accuse him 
of s.elling them out. In May, the influential 
Confederation of Indigenous Nationalities 
of Ecuador (CONAIE) formally declared its 
opposition to his government. A new group, 
the Coordinator for the Unity of the Left 
and for Life, has also formed to mobilize 
social movements against Correa. Addition- 
ally, on January 8, Ecuador's largest labor 
union came out against Correa's minimum 
wage policy. 

On a related note, in Ontario, Canada, 
the First Nations Mushkegowuk Council 
passed a resolution banning all explora- 
tion or mining within its traditional ter- 
ritory on November 14. Taking a position 
similar to indigenous groups in Ecuador, 
the Mushkegowuk Council says that no 
current mining shall continue or any new 
mines go forward without the full consent 
of First Nations, in the context of First 
Nations-approved land use plans and en- 
vironmental assessments. The resolution 
applies to the Attawapiskat, Fort Albany, 
Kasechewan, Moose Cree, Taykwa Taga- 
mou and Chapleau Cree nations. 

For updates on these struggles, visit www. 
rootforce.org. 


Civilian Uprising Against 

Barrick Gold in Tanzania 


continued from page 1 

Eyewitnesses to the 2005 kill- 
ing told The Guardian (a Tanza- 
nian newspaper) that "the boy 
who was shot dead was walk- 
ing past the company premises 
when company security guards, 
suspecting him of stealing oil, 
stopped him. When the boy 
failed to heed the order, the 
guards called the police who, be- 
fore even questioning him, shot 
him in the chest." 

Not one year later, security 
guards employed by Barrick Gold 
allegedly shot — five times in the 
back — another villager who was 
alleged to have illegally entered 
the mine complex, bringing the 
death toll to six. 

"The killings represent a ma- 
jor shift in Barrick's strategy for 
dealing with the troublesome 
locals who have always opposed 
the mine," Lissu wrote in a 2006 
letter. "In the period after the 
forced evictions of the villag- 
ers in August 2001, hundreds 
of villagers, particularly com- 
munity leaders and prominent 
locals, were targeted for illegal 
arrests, criminal prosecutions 
and long-term imprisonment. 
Numerous local leaders, includ- 
ing the area's [late] member 
of parliament Chacha Zakayo 
Wangwe and elected member 
of the Tarime District Council 


Augustino Nestory Sasi were 
harassed this way, with the lat- 
ter being sentenced to 30 years 
in jail before we got him out on 
an appeal to the High Court of 
Tanzania in December 2004.", 

Calculating from media re- 
ports, Lissu estimates that more 
than 10,000 artisanal miners, 
peasant farmers and their fami- 
lies were kicked out of the area 
to make way for the North Mara 
mine in 2001. Since that time, 
there has been ongoing tension 
between the mine and the local 
communities. 

According to Allan Cedillo 
Lissner, a Toronto-based photo 
journalist who recently inter- 
viewed families surrounding the 
North Mara mine, "Ongoing 
conflict between the mine and 
local communities have created a 
climate of fear for those who live 
nearby." Since the mine opened 
in 2002, one family told Lissner 
that they live in a state of con- 
stant anxiety. They are repeatedly 
harassed and intimidated by the 
mine's private security forces 
and by government police. 

"There have been several 
deadly confrontations in the 
area, and every time there are 
problems at the mine, the Mwita 
family say their compound is the 
first place the police come look- 
ing. During - police operations 


the family scatters in fear to 
hide in the bush Tike fugitives' 
for weeks at a time, waiting for 
the situation to calm down," 
Lissner said. 

The Mwita family explained 
that they used to farm and raise 
livestock. "Now, there are no 
pastures, because the mine has 
almost taken the whole land," 
they said. "We have no sources 
of income, and we are living 
only through God's wishes.... 
We had never experienced pov- 
erty before the mine came here." 
They also told Lissner that they 
would like to be relocated. How- 
ever, the application process has 
been complicated. They feel the 
amount of compensation offered 
was merely "candy." 

According to Tanzanian jour- 
nalist and community advocate 
Evans Rubara, this latest upris- 
ing "is a sign to both the gov- 
ernment of Tanzania and the 
International community (es- 
pecially Canada) that poor and 
marginalized people also get 
tired of oppression." He hopes 
that the recent conflict will in- 
spire Barrick "to start another 
strategy that will bring a good 
and constructive relationship 
with the local communities by 
implementing programs that do 
not enhance more looting and 
belittle Tanzania, leaving thou- 



sands in destitution." 

Since this most recent upris- 
ing, dozens of villagers have 
been arrested. According to 
Lissu, who plans to represent 
those arrested, "[Barrick is] on 
a warpath. These people have 
been denied bail. They are tar- 
geting the youth, and repres- 
sion is on." 

Lissu also spoke about reports 
of weapons making their way into 
the North Mara area. "Two days 
ago, we got information that [Bar- 
rick is] importing weapons — a ton 
and a half of tear gas, and hand 
grenades were transported to the 
mine.... The hand grenades were 
seized by customs on the way to 
the North Mara Gold Mine, but 
have since been let through," he 
told www.protestbarrick.net. 

Sakiira Saunders is an editor for 
www.protestbarrick.net, an all- 
volunteer news site that connects 
organizations and community 
groups organized against Barrick 
Gold around the world. 
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FRONTLINES 


Indigenous Community Stands captive animals are completely frustrated— 

Strong Against Development self mutilation, sickness, infection, poor san- 

On October 11, 120 indigenous people at- itation and the sheer stress of confinement 
tacked the construction site, of a hydro dam often lead animals to premature death." 
in Brazil and burned it to the ground. . 

"They came with axes and pieces of wood, Prisoners and Guards 
banished the employees and later set fire to Unite in Canine Jailbreak 
everything," recounted Frederico Muller, a The Frente de Liberacion Animal- 
coordinator at the site. Comando Verde Negro (FLA-CVN) paid a 

The Enawene Nawe had participated in a visit to a municipal dog pound in Mexico 
"consultation process" with developers who state, Mexico, in early December. Cutting a 
were proposing to build 77 dams on the Ju- bole in the surrounding fence, some of the 
ruena Rivet. When the Enawene Nawe dis- activists distracted the "guard" dogs, while 
covered the extent of the plans for the river others slipped in to visit the tiny, disgustingly 
that they rely on for subsistence in their unkempt cages that each held five dogs, 
heavily fish-based diet, they went into ac- After releasing 25 dogs from their cages, 
tion and made their displeasure known. the FLA-CVN encouraged the "guard" dogs 
More recently, on December 17, two to follow the others into freedom through 
Enawene Nawe adults and two children the hole in the fence. Before leaving the fa- 
were fishing near another dam site along dlity, the liberators placed an incendiary de- 
the Juruena River when they were ap- vice under one of the dog-catching vans, 
proached by construction workers working 

on the dam. The four natives were made to University Vivisectors Continue to 
lie down before they were threatened, beaten Face Resistance 
with sticks and. had guns shoved in their ' . There has be^rt- a steady campaign atthe 
mouths. The encounter only stopped when University, of California, Los : Angeles (UCLA) 
police showed up; The company denies its of activists targeting school-vans to persuade 
workers acted aggressively. the faculty to stop torturing and murdering 

The dams are being promoted by the Maggi animals. On December 12, another van was 
family, which owns one of the largest soy attacked. This one had its tires slashed and 
companies in the world. Ted paint splashed on it. The hope is that 

the continued costs on UCLA to take care 
Activists Confront of their damaged vans (many of which have 

UK's Aviation Industry been torched) will persuade the administra- 

Protesters with the anti-aviation group, tion to do away with animal testing. 

Plane Stupid, cut througha fence and stormed Moving up the coast to another notori- an d has a reputation for date rape. In addi- 
the grounds of England's third-largest airport ous University of California animal abuse tion, it can cause its users to go into a coma 
on November 3. One team used an old fire facility, University of California, Berkeley Q r die. Part of Weerts' research is to give these 
truck parked along the perimeter as cover as vivisector Ralph Freeman and his staff en- drugs to primates, then watch them suffer in 
they sliced a large hole in the security fence, countered the wrath of Hackers for Total agony as the drugs take their course. 

A second group slipped through the hole Liberation. The Hackers sent viruses to the Steven Hsiao, another vivisector at JHU, 
and chained themselves together after creat- email accounts of Freeman's Visual Neuro- was a i S o sent a package with unknown 
ing a barrier to help protect them and fend science Laboratory members. sketchiness inside. Hsiao performs brain- 

off cops. In all, 57 people were arrested after "This virus is designed to completely wreck mapping experiments on non-humyn pri- 
five hours of disrupting business as usual at their computers, while leeching all vital per- mates, which are said to be "pure torture for 
Stansted Airport, just north of London. Fifty- sonal information they've ever entered into these innocent beings." 
six flights were cancelled, and extensive de- their systems," read part of the communi- 

lays were created. que. "It is time to buy new computers, and af- Benefit Concertgoers Get Fired Up 

The action was taken to draw attention to ter that, save yourself the hassle that will follow a concert around the beginning of the new 

a campaign to stop the airport from build- and get the fuck out of thus cat-killing lab — the year was thrown in New York City to help 
ing a second runway, which would bring lab where kittens as young as six weeks live raise funds for anarchist eco-prisoners and 
more carbon emissions. in daily fear and trauma from the violence the Earth First! Journal. However, police broke 

On January 15, upon learning that a third that you are responsible for. The cats in ste- it up after about five hours. Evidently, there 
runway was approved for Heathrow Air- reotaxic devices with holes drilled into their had been a number of noise complaints. At- 
port, Europe's busiest airport, three female skulls are what drives us, and we will do any- tendees left the location and constructed a 
climate change activists carried out a "noc- thing to end your torture." makeshift barricade out of discarded Christ- 

turnal smash-and-paint." They sent bricks Back at UCLA, notorious vivisector Edythe mas trees and garbage near the intersection 
. through the windows of the Department London was targeted again. This time, she of Walker Street and Broadway. Once it was 
for Transport and tossed paint across the was sent a New Year's greeting card that con- built, the barricade was lit on fire, present- 
front of the building. tained razor blades coated with blood and rat ing a more imposing obstacle to the police. 

poison. London addicts non-humyn primates Firefighters put out the blaze, and people 
Hens Become Truly "Free Range" to nicotine and methamphetamines for a liv- were able to escape without any arrests be- 
Twenty captive hens were released from a ing before killing themln the past, among other i n g made. One organizer who had stayed 
"free-range" egg farm in British Columbia, actions aimed to change her mind about the a t the venue was detained for a bit, but was 
Canada, on November 27. The hens all had usefulness of her work, her home was flooded ultimately released and does not expect to 
their beaks amputated, and suffered from in- with a garden hose and an incendiary device receive any charges, 
fections and the loss of most of their feathers burned on her front porch. 

because of the over-crowded conditions they Speaking of changing one's mind about Ex-Oil Executive Loses House — and 
had lived in. The "free-range" certification the uselessness of their work, London's Not in a Foreclosure! 
was applied to this farm only because the buddy and fellow vivisector, Arthur Rosen- A week after a lawsuit was launched against 
hens were not individually caged. baum, recently announced that he would Canadian oil company Syncrude, former 

"'Free range' is not good enough! 'Or- be retiring from the business of gluing Syncrude president and chief operating of- 
ganic' is not good enough! Go vegan, and metal coils directly onto the eyeballs of g cer j im carter had his $850,000 luxury 
leave the animals in peace," suggested the non-humyn primates. While he has stated home in Edmonton, Canada, burned to the 
communique from Animal Liberation Front that he is simply retiring, inside sources say ground by Molotov cocktails thrown by four 
(ALF) Canada. Rosenbaum "made an informed choice to suspicious "youths." 

"Imprisoned for life, egg-laying hens, stop animal experimentation after repeat- The lawsuit is seeking to hold Syncrude ac- 
whether 'free-range' or not, endure inten- edly being targeted by picketers and animal countable for the deaths of. 500 ducks in a 
sive confinement, are fed antibiotics to liberation activists." toxic tailings pond last Spring. Syncrude has 

ameliorate infections due to overcrowding Crossing coasts, in Baltimore, the Animal also been a major player in developing extrac- 
and are killed as soon as their egg-laying ca- Liberation Brigade, has taken to similar tac- t j Dn infrastructure for the Alberta tar sands, 
pacity starts to diminish," stated the North tics in their campaign to stop animal abuse Carter, specifically, has overseen much of the 
American Animal Liberation Press Office in at Johns Hopkins University (JHU). A pack- investment in tar sands technology and also 
response to the news of the egg farm raid, age containing unknown sketchiness was de- t h e creation of carbon capture and storage 
"Their beaks are amputated as chicks to pre- livered to Elise Weerts because of her refusal schemes that industries are promoting in atr 
vent damage to other birds. Any male chicks to stop addicting non-humyn primates to tempts to appear less malevolent, 
bom are discarded, often still alive, into large gamma-Hydroxybutric acid (GHB) and other while neighbors have reacted to the 
trash barrels. The natural instincts of these drugs. GHB is often known as a "party drug," j an uary 10 arson in shock, commenting 
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BY THE MDA 

The commercial area of Coa- 
calco, just north of Mexico City, 
was an easy target for attacks 
by the Militias for the Rights 
of Animals or — Militias por los 
Derectos de Ixs Animales (MDA) 
in Spanish. 

David Sanchez, who was born 
evil, believes in organizing bull- 
fights of torture and humilia- 
tion, fairs where roosters are 
exhibited and won as if they 
were trophies, circuses with ani- 
mal prisonerj^and leather and 
fur fairs. He is also into protect- 
ing multinational killers, banks, 
commercial marketplaces and 
other institutions complicit in 
the destruction of the planet. 

On the morning of November 
30, we infiltrated the Leon and 
Guanajuato Expo Fair of Leather 
and Footwear. Shops were lined 
with the skin of horses, cows, 
snakes and other animals. Also 
on display were clothes of wool 
snatched from lambs, jackets 
made of the skin of. murdered 
pigs and other products con- 
sumed by our anti-speciesist 
hate. We placed an incendiary 
device in one of the tents. Af- 
ter 20 minutes, the fire burned 
most of this deviant trade. 

Many people who are unfamil- 
iar with the movement of sabo- 
tage for animal liberation may 
ask, why did they do it? Did they 
not care about the traders who 
lost their merchandise? Don't 


they respect private property, au- 
thority, morals or lives? 

The MDA responds, "No! We 
do not care about the thousands 
of pesos in losses that we have 
caused. We do not care about 
traders who profit at the expense 
of the pain, torture and suffer- 
ing of nonhuman animals, just 
as they do not care that they de- 
prive one who is sentient their 
freedom and torture them to 
death. We do not care about the 
morals of respect and tolerance 
toward civilization that destroys 
all of us little by little." 

We are not going to respect 
any authority dressed in politi- 
cal colors of blue (Partido Ac- 
cion Nacional), tricolor (Partido 
Revolucionario Institutional), 
yellow (Partido Revolucidn 
Democratica), red (communist 
parties) — much less black (tra- 
ditional anarchist authorities) 
or any "revolutionary" leader. 
We're not in favor of their way 
of life. We are not biocentrists; 
we are anti-anthropocentrists, 
and we are in favor of animal, 
human and Earth liberation. We 
will not stop in our attacks, even 
if an exploiter is left wounded or 
dead. We will delight in what we 
have done. 

We are not going to respect 
the private property of torturers, 
because we know that to strike 
the leather and fur industry in 
this country as we have done 
will make the filthy owners 
think twice before establishing 


their businesses covered with the 
blood of innocents. 

It is also a clear message to 
the other industries of plan- 
etary destruction. You are in 
sight and we will not 
stop until you col- 
lapse. We note that fifilA" 
this action was done 
a few steps from the V '4B 
McDonald's that we l 
sabotaged in October 
with graffiti and a 
fake bomb. The mu- bM 
nicipal police, instead 
of fulfilling their duty 
as "Mr. Justice," ap- 
peared to be incom- /# 

petent and powerless 
clowns — just as they 
are in reality. 

Our words are no V* 

joke. We stated in the k. ] V* 
October communique 
thdt the next bomb 
would be really destructive. 
We do not lie. We laugh at the 
criticisms of mediocre people 
who, full of feelings of inferi- 
ority, said that the fake bombs 
were just false alarms, and that 
we would not return again. They 
should eat their words. 

Likewise, we scoff at the ab- 
surd and groundless criticism 
of the communists, conserva- 
tionists, traditional anarchists 
and others, whose old and 
authoritarian characters were 
made to see what they still 
won't account for. To move 
from words to actions shows 


that we are in a struggle to the 
death with the state and its spe- 
cialist lackeys. It is effective to 
demonstrate our vengeance with 
stones and fire, and to strike and 


A 



m 


m 

m 


be an individual in an informal 
organization. 

These actions will not stop. 
On the contrary, they will grow. 
In Mexico, the exploiters will no 
longer have the easy life. All tor- 
turers will pay the price. There 
will be no more classism in this 
fight. Any person, regardless of 
social class, who destroys the 
Earth and its inhabitants is an 
enemy! For animal, human and 
Earth liberation, radical insur- 
rection! Why shed tears if we 
can instigate them? 

For more information, contact 
animallibpressoffice@riseup.net. 


on what a swell guy Carter is, it is obvi- 
ous that he has a large role in helping to 
ensure Canada remains a country where a 
few non-native people profit off of natural 
resource extraction that basically impacts 
everything but these bastards' pocketbooks 
negatively. 

As is always the case in a political arson of 
this nature, nobody was hurt in the fire. 

Activists Take Issue 
With Revolting Jackets 

In mid-January, $25,000 worth of winter 
jackets were sabotaged at Winners stores 
across Canada. The jackets have a fur trim 
that is occasionally faux fur, but is often 



the skin and hair of rabbits, fox, mink and 
raccoon dogs. According to a communique 
from this sabotage, it is extremely difficult 
for shoppers to recognize the difference be- 
tween the real and fake fur. 

Winners was contacted numerous times by 
people in Canada who were upset that Win- 
ners would so casually sell something as dis- 
gusting as the skin and hair ripped straight 
off of an often-still-living animal. The store's 
only response has been to reaffirm their de- 
sire to sell this product as long as it remains 
in style. 


According to research done by anti-fur- 
on-anyone-but-the-one-born-with-the-fur 
activists, the skin-and-hair strips used for the 
Winners jackets comes from animals trapped 
on Chinese fur farms. Documentation is 
easily accessible online that shows animals 
being skinned alive at Chinese fur farms, 
"screaming and writhing in pain as their 
skin is being cut off of them. One animal 
was even filmed trying to bite a fur farmer as 
he finished skinning her," according to the 
communique from the actions. 

Locals Say No to 
Gold Mining in Peru 

Indigenous people living near Peru's 
northern border took two mining officials, 
their two security guards, their boat cap- 
tain and his helper hostage on January 15. 
Local communities are upset about the ac- 
tivities in their region by Minera Afrodita, 
a mining company with gold concessions 
in the area. 

According to Peruvian law, the local peo- 
ple need to be consulted before any mining 
projects can begin. Indigenous leaders have 
said that the hostages will be released when a 
government group comes and inspects envi- 
ronmental damage already caused by Minera 
Afrodita. Minera Afrodita says it is not explor- 
ing for gold, only "prospecting," at this point. 

So far, the company has only obtained per- 
mission to do anything with these mining con- 
cessions from the Peruvian government. The 
Peruvian government is required to request ap- 
proval from communities in the area, which it 
hasn't done. Additionally, a Canadian mining 
company, Dorato Resources, has the rights to 
purchase all of Minera Afrodita's shares, bring- 
ing any money that would come from the 
proposed mining even further from the com- 
munities who would be most affected. 

Tucson HAND Slaps Ex-Bureaucrat 

On January 20, Tucson, Arizona's, chapter 
of Hooligans Attack at Night, Duh! (HAND) 


etched slogans into the windows of the re- 
cently-retired chairpersyn of the Arizona 
State Transportation board's home. The ac- 
tivists also painted a slogan on his garage 
door and splattered paint on his driveway 
and sidewalk. This action was done to ex- 
press displeasure at the idea of an Interstate 
10 bypass that would avoid Tucson and 
Phoenix, instead cutting through the desert 
in a yet-to-be-solidified path. 

Schorr is a career real-estate lawyer, and 
many people have long speculated that 
much pf his desire to see this project go 
through is based upon various land hold- 
ings that he owns. A remote desert parcel t 
is worth a lot more with a heavily traveled 
truck stop or hotel on it. 

There had previously been other pro- 
posed routes for the bypass that would cut 
through more ecologically sensitive areas, 
but most of those have since been dropped. 
Still, the remaining route that's being em- 
phasized is one that would pass directly 
through a conservation area that is "man- 
aged" by the Bureau of Reclamation. This 
would defeat much of the purpose of set- 
ting the area aside for conservation, as I- 10 
is one of the most heavily traveled inter- 
states in the US. In addition, this proposed 
route would not even reduce travel time for 
through-drivers — which is the whole reason 
to build a bypass in the first place.. 

Currently, the remaining route of the I- 10 
bypass is opposed by Pima County, the Ari- 
zona Game and Fish Commission, the Bu- 
reau of Reclamation, hordes of concerned 
citizens and activists, and,' evidently, Tuc- 
son HAND. v. 

Tucson HAND says that, regardless of 
Schorr's retirement from his post on the 
State Transportation Board, it is holding 
him persynally accountable for any harm 
done to ecosystems because of a constructed 
I- 10 bypass. "You're our special scumbag," 
a communique stated. "This [action] was 
just for fun." 
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First Nations Take Legal Action 
Against Canadian Mining Companies 

First Nations from two Canadian provinces took legal action 
against mining in January. The Tsilhqot'in Nation, in British Co- 
lumbia, filed a lawsuit on January 6 in the hopes of stopping Taseko 
Mines from opening new gold and copper mines. 

The Tsilhgot'in hopes to block Taseko from reclassifying Teztan 
Biny Lake as a "tailings impoundment area" instead of a natural 
body of water. This would permit Taekso to dump mine tailings in 
the lake, killing all of the fish. In exchange, Taskeo promised to build 
a new lake. 

"Normally, only God creates lakes," said attorney Jack Woodward 
"The idea that there is some empty niche where you could find a habi- 
tat for 85,000 fish is a denial of what we know about how biological 
systems work." 

Proposed Xalala Dam in Guatemala is a No-Go 

Last November, the proposed Xalala Dam in northern Guatemala 
received no bidders. This was the third time that the project had no 
takers. Numerous well-off companies and firms purchased the proj- 
ect bidding rights, but it seems as though none of the groups have a 
plan for the estimated $400 million excursion. The lack of bidding 
was apparently linked to the global economic crisis. 

The company winning the bid would have assumed responsibility 
for conducting feasibility studies, as well as constructing, operating 
and maintaining the project for 30 years. 

The dam would displace more than 2,000 residents along the pro- 
posed 26-mile route. It would also negatively impact the lives of at 
least 8,000 Mayan Qechi farmers. Nearby, hundreds of people were 
massacred in 1978 when they resisted the construction of another 
dam on the same river. 

Dam Removal in Spain Flowing Strong 

Recently, water oversight committees, municipalities, anglers and 
environmental groups have been working hard to bring dams down 
around Spain and bring fish populations up. Within the past decade, 
around 50 dams have been removed in Spain. Most removed dams 
have been in the north — to help protect against floods and sustain 
salmon populations. 

In 2009, new demolitions are proposed near the city of Oviedo. In 
the past two years along the Bidasoa River system, five dams have 
been destroyed. Almost 500 water permits have also been revoked 
to aid salmon and trout species. Planned dam removals for the next 
few years number in the hundreds. 

Whale Meat Back on Sale in Japan 

For the first time in 20 years, whale meat from Iceland and Norway 
is being sold in Japan. 

An Icelandic firm that caught and exported the majority of the 
meat confirmed the sales in early December. Although there is a 
moratorium on commercial whale hunting, these sales are legal 
because of the three countries registering exemptions to rules on 
banning the international trade of whale products. Currently, the 
consignment stands at 65 tons of fin whale meat hunted by Hvalur 
hf (an Icelandic whaling company) and five tons of minke whale 
meat exported from Norway. 

The reintroduction of sales in Japan makes many environmental- 
ists nervous. Some are afraid that Norway and Iceland might increase 
their exports. 

Japan Hopes to Ban Sea Shepard and 
Other Whale Defenders 

The Japanese foreign ministry has accused the Sea Shepherd Con- 
servation Society and the crew of its ship, the Steve Irwin, of acting 
like pirates. For this reason, Japan will be asking Australia, and pos- 
sibly New Zealand and Chile, to ban anti-whaling ships from their 
ports for refueling purposes. 

"We are going to request a port closure against it," said Chiharu 
Tsuruoka, a Japenese foreign ministry official. "They have obstructed 
our activities in the past, and their action is extremely dangerous." 
Using the International Whaling Commission rules as their defense 
to kill animals "in the name of research," Japanese whaling fleets 
plan to hunt at least 935 minke whales and 50 fin whales this year. 

New Loophole in Endangered Species Act Opens Up „ 

On December 11, a final rule change struck a deep blow to the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA). The new rule proposed would al- 
low for agencies to use their own discretion as to whether or not 
their actions will have an impact on the lives of endangered spe- 
cies. Previously, any project that may or may not have impacted 
endangered species was subject to mandatory consultations with 
experts at the Fish and Wildlife Service and the National Marine 
Fisheries Service. 

"Consultation with experts at the Fish and Wildlife Service is one 
of the cornerstones of the ESA," said Mike Parr, Vice President of the 


American Bird Conservancy. "This system of checks and balances 
helps ensure that the 90 birds and 1,236 other animals on the En- 
dangered Species List are adequately considered and protected by 
federal government actions." 

UK Indymedia Server Seized Again by Police 

On January 22, police in Kent, England, seized a United Kingdom 
(UK) Indymedia website. Officers visited the hosting company, UK 
Grid, and asked for the server. UK Grid members asked for a warrant 
and police responded by saying that they could get one after making 
a phone call. UK Grid eventually handed the server over to police 
without a warrant being served. 

UK Indymedia members have been lead to believe that the seizure 
was linked to two comments that were posted with the home ad- 
dresses of the judge that had recently declared that UK Stop Hunt- 
ingdon Animal Cruelty activists were guilty of blackmail. Earlier in 
the day, police emailed UK Indymedia, requesting the two comments 
containing the addresses be removed from the site. 

German Ship Recklessly Fertilizing Southern Ocean 

Despite a global moratorium on ocean fertilization activities that 
was recently agreed-upon through the UN Convention on Biological 
Diversity, a German research ship from the Alfred Wegener Institute 
for Polar and Marine Research plans to dump 20 tons of iron sul- 
phates across 186 square miles off of the Chilean coast near the Ant- 
arctic peninsula. Researchers believe that the dumping of chemicals 
normally used to treat lawns and sewage could lead to an outbreak 
of algae enormous enough to be seen from Mars. 

German and Indian scientists seem to believe that this dangerous 
experiment could lead to a quick fixe for climate change. Other re- 
searchers disapprove of the experiment, calling it a "frankenshpere" 
experiment, that chooses to ignore hard facts on climate change and 
leans toward false solutions. 

Womyn Arrested in Defense of Wetlands 
Near the Mexico-US Border 

In El Paso, Texas, a wetlands defender and member of Border Resi- 
dents Against the Border Wall, Judith Ackerman, was arrested on De- 
cember 1 7 by officers of the Texas Department orf Security. She was 
protesting the further construction of the border wall inside the Rio 
Bosque Wetlands Park. Akerman was blocking construction equip- 
ment and machinery from entering the park. 

A fellow border activist, Carlos Marentes, said, "This is life. The 
river is life, but not the wall; the wall is death." 

Officers from state, federal, county and city law enforcement agen- 
cies, along with the Border Patrol, came out to detain Akerman and 
suppress the other protestors. 

Nevada Senator Cutting Funding for 
Yucca Mountain Project 

Senator Harry Reid proclaimed that the Yucca Mountain project 
would "bleed real hard" in the coming year. He said that the already- 
reduced budget for the nuclear waste depository would be cut signifi- 
cantly in 2009. 

On January 5, Reid met with President Barack Obama, who said 
that he was still opposed to the project — just as he had been when 
he originally campaigned against it. 

Later, Reid said, "I think for next year, the budget we get from the 
president will have little if any funding at all." 

EPA to Launch Environmental Assaulters 
Most-Wanted List 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is showcasing a brand 
new most-wanted list which focuses on 23 fugitives, and includes 
mugshots and descriptions of charges. 

Some of the crimes committed are: smuggling chemicals that eat 
away at the Earth's protective ozone layer, dumping hazardous waste 
in oceans and rivers, and the trafficking of polluting cars. 

A top EPA enforcement official said that those on the list "rep- 
resent the brazen universe of people who are evading the law." 
A large majority of these Earth perpetrators would face lengthy 
prison terms, along with thousands of dollars in fines, if they are 
ever apprehended. 

USDA Staying on Their Toes in the 
War Against Cattails 

The US Department of Agriculture has initiated a program to erad- 
icate cattails and boost sunflower seed production. How are cattails 
related to sunflower seed production, one might ask? Cattail infested 
wetlands are the preferred habitat of sunflower-snacking blackbirds. 

For all interested applicants, a helicopter can come in late Summer and 
eradicate your cattails by spraying a herbicide. Last year in North Da- 
kota, 3,700 acres of wetlands throughout seven different counties were 
sprayed with the herbicide. Federal wildlife officials began accepting ap- 
plications for the process in January and will continue until June. 
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by the EF! Roadshow Crew 

, It's almost February, and the 
Sonoran Desert is alive with Earth 
Firstlers scampering around pre- 
paring for the invasion of the 
Organizers' Conference. How- 
ever, lurking in the shadows of a 
candle-lit fortress, another pack 
of wily eco-rebels are also busy at 
work — the Earth First! Roadshow 
Crew! As members of the crew 
slowly trickle into the desert, the 
preparations for this massive un- 
dertaking becomes more inten- 
sive. Come the end of February, 
we will set off from our desert 
base and begin our long journey, 
winding around the country and 
preaching the good words of eco- 
defense and no compromise! 

With all of the new EF! groups 
sprouting up and many long- 
standing groups waning, one 
of the desires of the roadshow 
is to connect and reconnect the 
movement to our goal of resist- 
ing the continual destruction 
of the Earth. There are nearly 
100 stops on the tour, ranging 
from one-night presentations to . 
multi-day action camps. 

There is a massive and diverse 
list of skills, workshops and dis- 
cussions that the roadshow will 
be offering. A quick sample of 


the topics include: blockades, 
facilitation and consensus, a 
look at Earth First! 's past and fu- 
ture, direct action, prisoner sup- 
port, tree climbing and rigging, 
planning a strategic campaign, 
current campaign updates and 
much more. The content of the 
stops will vary with each loca- 
tion, based on the needs and 
desires of the local community. 
We want this road show to be 
relevant for the wide spectrum 
of folks that comprise the Earth 
First! movement. 

While we'll be able to of- 
fer a large amount of skills and 
hands-on training, we also rec- 
ognize the need to sit down 
around campfires and have some 
good, strategic discussions. We 
are hoping to be able to strike a 
balance between the two. To do 
this, the roadshow crew is work- 
ing hard to make sure that we're 
heading out with worthwhile 
content that reflects the current 
state and possible futures of the 
radical ecological movement. 

As the clock ticks on and our 
inaugural stop grows closer, 
we're jumping over hurdles and 
dashing obstacles. Constant, 
daily frustrations wear on our 
nerves, but the cloak of stress 
is punctuated by small victories 


that give us hope. After months 
of searching, we now have a (ba- 
dass!) vehicle — a giant van that 
will be our home for the next 
few months. T-shirts and other 
goodies are in the works, and a 
snarled slew of logistical issues 
is being slowly and patiently 
untangled. Currently, our big- 
gest stress is fundraising, but no- 
body's surprised about that one. 

Amid all of the stress, we're 
questioning ourselves constantly: 
Is this worth it? Are we doing the 
right thing? However, we don't 
have to . look very far to find the 
answers to these questions. Hiking 
around in the rocky crags that en- 
velop Tucson, Arizona — which is 
completely surrounded by mourn 
tain ranges that are impacted by 
encroaching development — we 
understand what we must do 
to help save places like this. The 
crew comes from every bioregion, 
and we see these same forces of 
destruction affecting each of our 
homes. The same capitalist death- 
machine's maw sucks and chomps 
at every comer of our beloved 
planet, no holds barred. 

Taking a step back from all 
of the minutia and daily tasks, 
it's easier to see that what we're 
doing is important. For every 
wild place that needs someone 


to stand up for it, we must pass 
on skills and stories that have 
been passed to us. It is becoming 
more and more urgent to edu- 
cate folks about the needs and 
means to stop the mindless de- 
struction. We are all the holders 
of a knowledge and history that 
must be shared far and wide. 

At press time, we have no up- 
dates from stops, only from our 
preparations. However, we will 
continue to have a column in 
the next few issues of the Earth 
First! Journal, keeping the com- 
munity updated on the pro- 
gression of the tour, where we 
are and inspiring stories from 
along the way. Keep checking 
the Journal ! 

The Earth First! Roadshow Crew 
is a gaggle of eco-rebels who are 
likely to be somewhere in your vi- 
cinity at some point in the next six 
months. To find the most up-to-date 
schedule, more information about 
the tour and how you can help out, 
visit earthfirstroadshow.wordpress. 
com. Hell-fucking-yeah! 



Climate Hctiuists Inuade DC Office 

of Enuironmental Defense 


Daughter of ED Founder Accuses Group of Pushing False Solutions to Climate Change 



by Rising Tide 

As the UN Framework Convention on Cli- 
mate Change opened today in Poznan, Po- 
land, grassroots climate activists took over 
the Washington, DC, office of Environmen- 
tal Defense (ED) on December 1. The activ- 
ists stated that they had targeted ED, one of 
the largest environmental organizations in 
the world, because of the organization's key 
role in promoting the dis- ^ 

credited, approach of car- 
bon trading as a solution 
to climate change. 

Dr. Rachel Smolker, of 
the Global Justice Ecology 
Project and Global Forest 
Coalition, read a statement 
saying, "My father was one 
of the founders of this or- 
ganization, which sadly, I 
am now ashamed of. The 
Kyoto . Protocol, the Eu- 
ropean Emissions Trad- 
ing Scheme and virtually 
every other initiative for 
reducing emissions have 
adopted their market ap- 
proaches. So far, they have 
utterly failed, serving only 
to provide huge profits to 
the world's most polluting industries. In- 
stead of protecting the environment, ED 
now seems primarily concerned with pro- 
tecting corporate bottom lines. I can hear 
my father rolling over in his grave." 

The activists rearranged furniture in the 
office, illustrating how marketing carbon is 


"like rearranging the deck chairs on the Ti- 
tanic." Others held signs reading "Keep the 
cap, ditch the trade" and "Carbon trading is 
an environmental offense." 

Leo Cerda, an indigenous activist with ' 
Rising Tide Ecuador said, ED wants to turn 
the atmosphere and forests into private 
property, and then give it away to the most 
polluting industries in the form of pollution 
allowances that can be bought and sold. 


Climate activsts invade Environmental Defense's office 


Not only is this an ineffective way to control 
emissions, it is also a disaster for the poor 
and indigenous peoples who are not party 
to these markets and are most impacted by 
climate change." 

ED has played a key role in establishing 
the US Climate Action Partnership (CAP), a 


business consortium advocating for a cap- 
and-trade system with extremely weak emis- 
sions reductions. US CAP allows polluters 
like Duke Energy, Shell, BP, DuPont and Dow 
Chemical to claim that they are green, while 
continuing with business as usual. In recog- 
nition, activists awarded ED the "Corporate 
Greenwash Award," a three-foot-tall green 
paintbrush. "We think this award is appro- 
priate since Environmental Defense spends 
more time painting pollut- 
ers green than actually de- 
fending the environment," 
said Matt Wallace of Rising 
Tide North America. 

Opposition to carbon 
trading is growing as it 
becomes apparent that 
| market-based schemes 
§ do little to fight climate 
| change while helping 
» corporations rake in prof- 
I' its. Earlier this year, more 
I than 50 groups came to- 
il gether in the US to de- 
S nounce carbon trading in 
1. a Declaration Against the 
a Use of Carbon Trading 
Schemes to Address Cli- 
mate Change. Globally, 
hundreds of environmen- 
tal, social justice and indigenous groups 
have come together to oppose such market- 
based initiatives calling them inherently 
unsustainable and ineffective in creating a 
just transition away from fossil fuels. 

For more information, visit www. 
risingtidenorthamerica.org. 
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Starting o££ 
on another 
quest to 
stop those 
who kill 
mercilessly 
for profit 


by Paul Watson 

Dear friends, 

We are finally on our way. On December 
4, my ship, the Steve Irwin, and my crew left 
Brisbane, Queensland, Australia. We made a 
brief stop in Newcastle, New South Wales, to 
take on fuel and oil, and departed from there 
on December 7. We will make another brief 
stop in Hobart, Tasmania, to top off the fuel 
tanks to allow us the maximum range when 
we head to the Ross Sea to intercept the Japa- 
nese whaling fleet. We are under no illusion 
that this will be an easy campaign. Japan has 
budgeted $8 million to oppose our efforts. We 
have no idea what this means. Will they send 
a gunboat? We don't know for sure, but they 
have said they will arrest us if we interfere 
with their illegal whaling operations. 

It is unknown how they will do that. 

Will they fire on our ship or board our 
ship? We don't know. We just need to 
be prepared for all possibilities. This is 
a four-part campaign. Basically, it gets 
down to "prepare, search, intercept, 
and stop." We are prepared. 

We have improved the ship sub- 
stantially since the last campaign. We 
have a newly constructed helicopter 
deck and hanger, a completely over- 
hauled helicopter, a very experienced 
ex-military pilot and a dedicated he- 
licopter mechanic. 

On deck, we have a new hydraulic 
winch and two fast interceptor boats. 

We have three times the safety equip- 
ment required, including immersion suits, 
survival suits, lifeboats and emergency res- 


port. Practically all of their ships, their officers 
and their crew have been sent home for a two- 
month vacation. There is not a single Austra- 
lian government ship patrolling the Australian 
Antarctic Territorial Waters, despite the fact 
that the Japanese whaling fleet has been kill- 
ing whales in direct contempt of an Australian 
Federal Court ruling that specifically forbids 
the killing of whales in waters over which Aus- 
tralia has declared sovereignty. 

Greenpeace will also not be down in the 
Southern Ocean, despite raising millions of 
dollars for that express purpose. They have 
backed out primarily because they do not 
want to be associated with Sea Shepherd 
actions. Their excuse is that they need to 
address the trial of-two of their Japanese activ- 
ists. Greenpeace has the funding to do both, 



The Steve Irwin's previous incarnation, after being rammed 
by a Japanese whaling ship in 2007 


and they certainly have the ships. The truth 
is that they have surrendered the Southern 


Our physical interventions to stop the killing 
of whales is the sword and our participation in 
the television series, Whale Wars, is the pen. 

We also carry the most effective weapon 
ever designed, the camera. 

What will happen this year? 

It is hard to predict with certainty. Will we 
find the fleet? I am confident that we will. 
Will they react more violently than last year? 
We suspect that they will. Will we prevent 
them from killing whales? I am confident 
that we will be able to do so. • 

As Musashi once observed with regard to 
strategy, we need to proceed toward the whal- 
ing fleet with absolute resolve, with courage 
and determination, focusing on the goal of 
saving the lives of as many whales as possible. 
Undeterred by threats or physical violence, 
unconcerned with the consequences, 
' we are prepared and cautious, yet com- 
mitted to a policy of no retreat and no 
surrender. We need to understand that 
when we say we are willing to risk our 
lives for the whales, it is not a mean- 
ingless slogan on a banner to us; it is 
what we do. We need to demonstrate 
^ to the world that there are human be- 
§ ings willing to risk everything to pro- 
tect diversity and the right of other 
| species to live unmolested by the ra- 
| pacious greed of humankind. We fight 
* not just for the whales in those remote 
southern waters; we fight for the diver- 
ned sity of life and, thus, the future of our 
X>7 own kind upon this planet. 

It will be a dramatic campaign and 
I will direct all of my energies into ensuring 
that it will be an effective campaign — that the 


cue beacons. We also have a medical doctor Ocean to the Japanese whaling fleet. They no lives of whales will be saved, 
onboard and officers holding emergency longer have the stomach for confrontation. I cannot tell you in words just how won- 
medical technician certificates. The key to success with the Japanese whal- derful it is to have intervened for the whales 

We have a master welder, a master carpen- ers is persistence. We must never retreat or in seasons past, to know that at this moment, 
ter and a crew of very experienced engineers, surrender the Southern Ocean Sanctuary to there are whales swimming freely in those 
led by our longtime-Chief Engineer, Charles them. We must continue to undermine their lonely waters that would now be dead if not 
Hutchings. We have qualified divers, com- profits and expose their illegal activities to for our interventions. Knowing that so many 
munication techs and navigators. the world. baby whales have been brought into being 

We also have an excellent crew of 40, plus We must do this no matter what obstacles because we were able to force the whalers to 
eight people from Animal Planet who are are placed before us, no matter how vio- spare their mothers is a source of great hap- 
shooting the second season of Whale Wars, lent they become, no matter what political, piness for me. I feel them out there, so alive 
A third of the Sea Shepherd crew is Austra- media and economic pressure they direct and so aware, in those dark and cold waters, 
lian and a third is from the US, with the re- at us. They can call us all of the names in and it is this connection that calms my soul 
maining third composed of activists from the world, but they cannot deny the real- with the purring hum of contentment in my 
Canada, Great Britain, Germany, Bermuda, ity that they are targeting threatened and heart. In truth, to die in defense of life is the 
New Zealand, South Africa, Sweden, Hun- endangered whales in an established whale most honorable death I can think of and, 
gary and Japan. sanctuary in violation of the international thus; there can be no fear— only enlighten- 

A third of the crew are women, and half of moratorium on commercial whaling and in ment and contentment, 
the crew are returning veterans. contempt of Australian courts. So, it is southward that our bow is pointed. 

Upon leaving Hobart, we will begin the sec- Sea Shepherd, on the other hand, has not It is 2,000 miles to the south, amongst the 

ond phase of the campaign — the search. This and is not violating international law. We icebergs in the remote, frozen, south polar 
year, the Japanese whaling fleet is operating have not injured anyone, and we have not seas, that we will once again skirmish with 
in the Ross Sea, and that is where we will be been charged with . any crime. We are act- the killers of the gentle giants of the sea. For 
heading. It's a long haul to get there, and once ing in accordance with the principles estab- their sake and for the sake of our children 
there, it's a vast area to search. We will scour lished in the United Nations World Charter we will prevail and we will drive these vi- 
those remote frozen seas until we find them, for Nature by working to uphold and enforce cious killers from the Southern Ocean Whale 
Once we do, we will intercept them — hope- international conservation law. Sanctuary. Thus, we will restore the integrity 

fully before they kill too many whales. I have called this year's campaign "Operation of the sanctuary in a world where govern- 

There are quite a few differences between Musashi." This is in recognition of Miyamoto ments seem to have lost the meaning of the 
this campaign and our previous four voy- Musashi, who is to the Japanese what Robin word, "sanctuary." For the whajes, we sail 
ages to the Southern Ocean Whale Sanctu- Hood, Ned Kelly and Jesse James are to the on toward what I believe will, be our most 
ary. This year, we will be very much alone British, the Australians and the Americans. aggressive and most effective confrontation 
down there. Aside from being an outlaw, Musashi was with the Japanese whalers ever. 

The new Australian government Of Kevin also a master strategist. I have incorporated For more information, visit www. 
Rudd and Peter Garrett has reneged on their his strategy of a two-fold plan of pen and seashepherd.org. 

election promises, arid they will not have sword, which means we'll approach the Captain Paul Watson is the founder and cen- 
any ships in the Southern Ocean. In fact, problem through confrontation, and com- traC force behind the Sea Shepherd Conserva- 
the Australian Navy has been, ordered into munication or education. tion Society. 
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Two Russian Activists Killed by Assassin in Moscow 



n ecological protection. Through and digging through legal docu- 

by onny this time, he seemed to favor be- 

On January 19, Stanislas "Stas" ing at the frontlines of the strug- 
Markelov and Anastasia "Nastya" gles he was a part of. In 1996, 

Baburova were killed by gunshot he participated in a Rainbow Nastya, 25, also went by the 
wounds to the head. They had Keeper protest camp to stop the 
just finished a press conference construction of a nuclear power 
on the steps of a prominent plant in the Rostov region. The 
courthouse in Moscow, calling Rainbow Keepers are an anar- 
for a well-known Russian war chist, primarily ecological move- 
criminal to remain behind bars, ment. Things got wild at this 
rather than be granted early re- camp, as the army was ordered 
lease from prison. to disperse the gathered activists, 

Stas, 34, Was one of Russia's shooting into (thankfully emp- 
most prominent human rights ty) tents to encourage people 
lawyers, becoming a bit of a ce- to leave the area. Of course, j 
lebrity for championing causes Stas represented the activists | 
no other lawyers would touch, in court who were victims of 
In this case, he had represented the army's brutality, 
the family of a Chechen 18-year- Stas also organized a 1998 S 
old woman, Elsa Kungayeva, protest march against a nu- 
who was murdered (and be- clear plant in Belarus and j 


restaurants 

ments to find loopholes animal along the path. 
liberators could use to defend Nearly 50 
their actions. people were 

arrested, but 

name Skat. She was an anarchist it seems that 
and journalist who worked for they were all 
many activist papers and was released without charges that 
involved in numerous activist same night, 
projects. Recently, she helped Around 100 people gathered 
coordinate solidarity efforts for in St. Petersburg for a memo- 
the Tarnac 9 (the activists in rial march. Police tried to stop 
France who were accused of at- this one, too, but the march- 
tacking high-speed train lines ers managed to make their way 
_ to a memorial for victims of 

"white terror." 

In Grozn y< ^ appears that 
the Russian-backed govern- 
r .. 1 ment sometimes tries to pay 

p lip-service to the rights of 
B|||| the Chechen people. In this 
case , more than 1,000 peo- 
flflpf* pie joined a government- 

P « sanctioned demonstration to 

P a y tribute to Stas and Nastya. 
Js|h| 1|| I Curiously, among the throngs 
Egj|||f|ifl^^^Effi|-iwas the "Fan Club of Ramzan 
Kadyrov" (the controversial 
W JnEwfiN | president of Chechnya and 
'notorious war criminal). Peo- 
pie have speculated that the 
I government may be trying to 
Nastya curry favor with a public who 
in late 2008) y Additionally, she appreciates the roles Stas and 
Mikhail Beketov, the owner of attended the 2008 Rainbow Nastya have played in defending 
a local paper in Moscow. Beke- Keeper chemical plant protest Chechens against Russian atroci- 

tov opposed the construction in Sasovo, and has been cen- ties. Also, oddly enough, Stas' 

of a new expressway, which trally involved in campaigns to work to defend Chechens was 

help refugees fleeing Georgia actually supported by Kadyrov, 

and other areas who have had because Stas' bringing these cas- 

their lives torn apart by con- es to Russian courts upheld the 

flict between local fighters and notion that Russia is the rightful 

a Russian government hellbent power over Chechnya, 
on maintaining its empire. Nas- "There is no big difference 
tya and Stas were also both in- in Russia between radical eco- 
volved in antifascist organizing logical activism and other social 
through their work as a journal- movements," said a Moscow 
tov and Moscow's green spaces, ist and lawyer, respectively. activist in correspondence .with 
As of press time, he is still in bad On January 20, the day af- the Earth First! Journal after the 
condition, with several of his ter Stas and Nastya were killed, killings. "Most radical ecological 

demonstrations were held in activists are involved in many 
Stas was proud of his work to their memory in Moscow and St. kinds of other issues as well." 
support oppressed people. In Petersburg, Russia; and Grozny, The commonalities that bind 
1994, he was the first lawyer to Chechnya. Four hundred people us as people dedicated to strug- 
travel to the embattled North gathered at the murder site at gling for a better world were 
Caucasus region to help how noon in Moscow. Agreeing that present with Stas and Nastya. 

it wasn't enough of a tribute, Already, activists across Russia 
of war in Russian courts. Since people decided to form a march and surrounding regions are ob- 
then, his support has not wa- in the evening. After riot police viously feeling the pain of this 
vered. In 1997, Stas became violently thwarted a series of at- loss. May Earth Firstlers and 
active in Belarusian causes in tempts to start the march from our companer@s around the 
connection with the massive various places that had been an- globe honor those of us who 
upheaval taking place there. He nounced, nothing really got go- die in these struggles, while re-, 
became fluent in Belarusian, an ing until after 8 p.m. enforcing our "no compromise" 

unusual skill’ for a Russian to Finally, friends and sympathiz- approach to defending the Earth 
have, as Russians typically see ers of Stas and Nastya took to and its inhabitants, 
the Belarusian language as more the streets, blocking That same Moscow activist 

of a historical relic than a useful traffic and ft generally wrote, "Take care. We will never 
skill to hone. bringing s| attention to forget Nastya, Stas and Brad." 

In addition to all of this, Stas, their slain 2 cohorts. In Let's take the memories and in- 


the first lawyer to successfully 
prosecute a member of the Rus- 
sian military for war crimes com- 
mitted in Chechnya. Budanov 
was sentenced to 10 years in 
prison. However, after serving 
eight and a half years, he is up 
for early release. 

Stas called the press confer- 
ence to announce his intention would destroy a forested park, 
to question Budanov's release A popular movement formed 
in European courts. As Budanov to stop this expressway. How- 
is relatively popular in Russia, ever,. on November 13, Beketov 
many people speculate his sup- Was found lying in his garden 
porters may have been behind in a coma after a severe beating. 
Stas and Nastya's killings, though About two weeks later, there was 
nobody really knows for sure. By a mass demonstration held to 
all accounts, Nastya was killed decry the assault on both Beke- 
because she was standing next 
to Stas when he was shot. Some 
witnesses say she was shot as she 
tried to apprehend the killer. fingers amputated 

Stas was active as both an ac- 
tivist and a lawyer for activist 
causes since the 1990s. When 
the new Russian state was cre- 
ated in the ashes of the Soviet 
Union, he was the first lawyer he could and represent victims 
to defend people who were ac- 
cused of being left-wing "ter- 
rorists." He was renown for 
managing to get most terrorist 
charges dismissed. Eventually, 
if defendants were sentenced, 
they were typically sentenced 
for lesser charges that didn't in- 
clude the label, "terrorism." 

As the Soviet system fell and 
Russia began figuring out who 
it was as a country, Stas worked 
with radical coali- ; 
tions to speak 
out for hu- 
man rights and Wi 


Stas (in front of the banner) at the protest camp in Sasovo in July 
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by Leah 

Bumper stickers that proclaim, "Love your mother, don't become one," and, "Love your mother, 
don't become a father," proudly displaying the Earth First! logo, have not been printed in years, 
but are anti-breeders still present in our communities? The Earth First! movement, and radi- 
cal environmentalists in general, have shown 
much resistance to breeding in protest of over- 
population and the destructive footprint left by ^ 

the general public of over-consuming, under- # 

concerned humans. Does the decision to bear a 0 

child contradict a life in defense of the wild? 

. While those opposed to breeding may see ^ 

the act as selfish, those in activist commu- 

nities who decide to have a child attempt to t ^ 

counter-balance a society of breeders who do Mffij'v ak : 

not consider their environmental impacts. The _ if ., in 

now-defunct Revolutionary Anarchist Mom ’ y 

and Baby League wrote in a 2003 Earth First! Ilf K ^ JmMjga 

Journal article, "Parenting is a part of the rev- .... % Wt 

olution, and kids are the next revolutionaries. " * IfW y wt ? M JE IpT 

We see that this is true when we look at the „ 

sea of young people growing their radical roots t dt I 

deep into the movement. At first, this can hap- - l | 

pen by default, but it is quite often followed by V Q 

the youth making their own choices to dig in, '' §. 

do-it-themselves, join campaigns and rise up to i - * 

protect the Earth — our ever-nurturing mother. 

The following accounts are from a range of Mmmmt " " : 

radical parents and two rad offspring. Their 
testimonies portray a multi-generational com- 
munity that grows together, creating long-lasting defenders of the wild. Rad babies are at times 
more aware of their surroundings from a very young age. Their impressionable minds often have 
many teachers from colorful backgrounds. Their perspectives are rare, compared to the outlooks of 
those of us who have had to walk long, hard paths to understand how much our lifestyle choices 
effect our environments. 


namilies 

BY CHRYSTA 

I didn't take the decision to be- 
come a mother lightly. I thought of 
the implications for the world and 
whether it was fair to bring a child 
into this chaotic mess. I made my 
choice consciously. 

I have experienced both what it is 
like to be a single mother in the radi- 
cal community, and what it is like to 
be a wife of a political prisoner and a 
mother to children raised with their 
daddy in and out of prison. From 
these experiences, I will share my 
opinions on why it is important to 
support radical families, despite your 
view of breeding. 

I believe we should provide mutual 
aid to those who need it, and our 
means must reflect our ends. If we 
marginalize radical families, they will 
seek support somewhere else. Main- 
stream society is ready and willing to 
fit them back into consumer culture. 

Our lack of multi-generational 
bonds lends to short-sightedness in 
our actions. Without elders to advise 
us and children to challenge our core 
beliefs, we lose wisdom on both ends. 

The education of children — by this, 
I do not mean school, but more im- 
portantly, the experience a child has — 
shapes their realities and perceptions. 
How can we isolate radical moms and 
children, and expect that these folks 
will feel that alternative communities 
offer viable and supportive futures? 

Historically, almost every revolu- 
tionary or evolutionary social move- 
ment has been dependant on radical 
families. From the Russian to the Mex- 
ican revolutions, it is evident that when 
families embrace the reality that 
change is necessary, their children 
become the vehicles of change. 

We must ask profound questions, 
like what do we value for our com- 
munity? How do we implement this? 
Most importantly, what do we want 
our future community to be like? 

Here are a few suggestions of how 
you can support a rad family: 

1) Make an effort to get rad moms 
and dads to meetings and events; their 
voices should be heard! 

2) Share the dumpstered wealth; the 
extra food always helps to feed hun- 
gry mouths! 

3) Baby-sit; rad moms and dads need 
time away from kids to evaluate par- 
enting, attend meetings and cut loose 
a little (OK, a lot)! 

4) Lastly, get to know the kid out- 
side of the parents; you may find you 
like this person for their great imagi- 
nation and skills! 


by Sebastian 

I received my first exposure to radical ideas through my dad. However, for the ma- 
jority of my youth, I did not grow up in a revolutionary "community." I spent the 
most impressionable chunk of my life in the clutches of brainwashing history les- 
sons &nd statist rules, while my dad was influencing me in ways that were definitely 
of a counter culture. 

I have all of these scattered memories of sitting with my sister inside the old pirate 
radio station house in Santa Cruz, California; wandering around the San Francisco 
Anarchist Book Fair, looking for cool buttons while my sister sewed an Earth First! 
patch on her sweatshirt (though we were too young to know what Earth First! was); or 
drinking tea in the most cozy and gorgeous forest squat in the Santa Cruz mountains. 
I remember being awestruck at the time, thinking, "This is how I want to live!" 

Incidentally, these were the same things that my mom had used against my dad dur- 
ing her custody crusade, citing negligence and irresponsibility. Evidently, he was unfit 
to raise two children due to these experiences, right? The chasm between his world 
based on liberation and hers based on rules seemed fairly obvious at the time. 

My dad was constantly taking my sister and I exploring, and I was deeply affected by 
his constant curiosity and fascination toward adventure — ah, all of the caves that he 
took me to, clambering over jagged rocks, the whole place just dripping with moisture. 
My dad was a seasoned hobo and created one of the first public websites on recre- 
ational train hopping in the US. In those days of exploring together, I exuded his love 
for the world and longed for the times when he would take me to so many beautiful, 
mysterious places. 

I remember when I ran away from my mom's house and began living full-time with 
my dad and his partner. I was about 15 years old. They immediately sat down 
with me — together, we had a conversation about how we wanted to relate to each 
other. On a list, we put down certain considerations that would promote trust, respect 
and mutual support. I felt like I was finally being treated like the adult I thought I was. 

I was 1 1 years old when the US began to deploy troops into Afghanistan, and I had 
heard all of these stories about the massive protests that had spiting up in the San 
Francisco Bay Area from firsthand accounts horn my dad and some of his friends. It 
all seemed quite exciting! Two years later, once the occupation in Iraq was under way, 
I was getting minimally involved in an anti-war, youth coalition, of which some of 
its members had helped to organize a mass march in the Bay Area and were expecting 
thousands to show. I went, of course — my first protest — and was terribly upset by the 
carefully maintained and police-supervised route. The march came to a close at a park 
with vomit-inducing, white, liberal, reformist speakers. When I expressed my deep 
frustrations with the weakness of the demonstration, my new "friends" urged me to be 
more positive and think about planning the next march. I never again went to such a 
silly and ineffectual protest. Though I didn't have the tools to understand what it was 
that had irked me, it was my first step towards understanding why direct action is the 
only capable and worthwhile tactic for these campaigns. 

These days, I work closely with my dad, and we've worked really fucking hard 
for the last few years to reshape our relationship to exactly what we need it to 
be — for both of us. Our friends are almost all mutual friends. We talk openly about 
his open relationship. (His longtime partner is one of my dearest friends.) We con- 
spire together and share stories, which is honestly the best part of any of this for 
me: that my elder, my sage. father, is someone that 1 make time to hang out with 
and brainstorm ideas for rending the neo-fascists limb from limb. 


Anti-breeder propaganda 
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~Vhe C\\o'\ee 

by Erika 

When I found out I was pregnant, it 
wasn't an accident. 

I was in California, and visited a walk- 
in clinic to confirm my pregnancy. They 
supplied me with MediCal forms, WIC 
information and a bottle of prenatal vi- 
tamins. By the time I was three months 
pregnant, we hitchhiked through Arizona 
and Texas. Eventually, someone bought 
us a bus ticket to New Orleans. There, we 
participated in a homeless protest across 
the street from city hall and stayed in a 
tent for the next month. 

Around Christmas, a charity put all eli- 
gible homeless folks up in a hotel, while 
assisting us to get jobs and homes. Af- 
ter another month, the hotel walls were 
closing in on us. When I was told it could 
be another month, I asked them to help 
us get to Chicago, my home base, before 
I was six months in. 

In my experience, bigger cities offer free 
or, at the very least, sliding-scale clinics. 
Chicago has a few really good ones. So, i 
along with being closer to my friends, it 
was my top reason for going there. I got 
hooked up with Medicaid and found an 
awesome clinic with midwives. Medicaid 
would pay for my water birth, and that 
made me excited. I was originally plan- 
ning an unassisted home birth, but being 
my first pregnancy, I didn't know what 
to expect. I chose a water birth in a hos- 
pital, unaided by narcotics or drugs of 
any kind. 

The whole of my pregnancy went by with- 
out any problems, and so did the birth. 

. My daughter, Chevali, is how eight 
months old, and I've been raising her in a 
collective house. People always comment 
on how calm and happy she is. I really 
feel it's in the best interest of children 
to be surrounded by loving people in all 
kinds of situations. I've seen the children 
who only see Mommy, Daddy and the 
nanny, and they tend to be a bit tenser 
and more clingy. This can cause behav- 
iors like "reactive attachment disorder," 
which affects children as they get older. 

I believe in attachment parenting. We 
co-sleep; I wear her in a sling, or wrap, 
and generally pay close attention to her 
wants and needs. I was hoping our radi- 
cal community would embrace her, and 
so far, everyone seems OK with the situ- 
ation. Sometimes, I get resistance at par- 
ties for bringing a baby, but I feel that I 
am still me and shouldn't have to suffer 
socially. I handle her myself, and the 
people who chose to be inebriated can do 
so, but they will not be able to hold her. 

Chevali and I are a pair, and resistance 
to parents is what keeps us from staying 
in the community. So, if you wonder 
why you don't ever see your friends who 
have kids, perhaps you should simply in- 
vite them to get together. It's hard to feel 
welcome when you assume that no one 
wants the baby around. It's important 
not to lose people. We all make decisions 
in life. While I do not think that every- 
one should procreate, I chose to — and I 
support the choice either way. 



fj LAkI ess Someone .Like^ou dares 


by Mike Robe 

It seems to me that the Earth and animal liberation movements are excellent at cri- 
tique and good at defense. They are lousy at offense, mostly because they lack any co- 
herent vision of a liberated future and how to get there. In my opinion, issues raised in 
the Earth First! Journal, including the question, "To breed or not to breed?" should be 
approached in terms of a radical program for ecological and social transformation. 

In that spirit, I would acknowledge that our anti-breeder friends have logic on their 
side. What the world does not need now is more humans, especially of the "first world" 
variety — with our mass-consumption and corresponding Earth and animal devastation. 

Still, there is nothing closer to life for any species than the care inherent in bearing 
and raising offspring. That parenting and family life has become so distorted in the 
Euro-colonial world is another reflection of this fucked up culture, not an indictment of 
reproduction itself. Additionally, the idea of an absolute ban on reproducing reinforces 
the image of self-righteousness, exclusivity and, frankly, the implicit green fascism that 
is so detrimental to this movement. However, the flip side — a "right" to reproduce as 
much as one wants — is no better, reflecting the image of white, middle-class egoism and 
teenage anarchy that is probably more detrimental to this movement. 

Let's assume that the world we envision reverses the current situation. Cities and farm- 
lands supporting them will be carefully cordoned off in the way wilderness areas and 
national parks are today. By contrast, wildlands will shoot off in every direction, filling 
every remaining nook and cranny. In either the city, with its "civilized" hordes, or the 
wilds, with its "primitive" masses, humans will have to limit reproduction, or we would 
move inevitably back toward the current morass. 

What I can say for certain is this: Being an Earth Firstler, being for the liberation of the 
Earth and animals from oppressive, illegitimate hierarchies and exploitation, being for 
the liberation of all human beings from the same oppression and exploitation should 
be a prerequisite for being a parent, or a friend to a parent or a child. I don't want to say 
a "good parent" or "good friend," because being a parent or friend means caring and 
thus, being good. My partner and I have experienced this authentic care first-hand from 
people in this movement on countless occasions. No amount of money could ever mea- 
sure how much richer we are for.it. Nobody's perfect, and you can kill a movement de- 
manding perfection. Still, there is 4 world of difference between a person of conscience 
working towards perfection and a person who doesn't give a fuck. 

A close friend of mine who is a warrior in this movement has the word, "unless," tat- 
tooed on his body. I asked him why, and he referred me to Dr. Seuss' book. The Lorax, 
which somehow, I had never read. "Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, 
nothing is going to get better. It's not," the book reads. If this caring for others — by 
gender, ethnicity, class, sexual orientation or species — is not there, then nothing else 
really matters. 

Much of great worth has been written in these pages about ridding this movement of 
racism, sexism, classism and homophobia. (Not enough has been written, in my view, 
about speciesism, as some in this movement continue to carry on the master-race men- 
tality of anthropocentrism.) I would add what might be called "parentism" to the list 
of "isms" comprising illegiti mate hierarchies. To be a real parent means to care a whole 
awful lot — enough to embrace an infant as a unique' center of life, worth no more and 
no less than a Doug fir, a mink, or your closest friend who was snitched out by a fuck-up 
and is now a political prisoner. The difference is that you love your child more than 
anything and as much as life itself. However, even with all of that love, the illegitimate 
hierarchy of oppressor (parent) and oppressed (child) can easily sneak in. In our inher- 
ently authoritarian culture, we internalize "parentism" just as we do the other "isms." 
We assume that because one is a parent, s/he is entitled to control the child. 

What if the authoritarian switch flips "on" and stays there? It would be another 
power-tripping parent, another ego-trip, another nail in the coffin of anarchism and 
biocentrism. Life is at the center. An ethic of respect for life in all of its forms is the best 
practice for being a parent and avoiding "parentis^." Whether you are a breeder or not, 
please care a whole awful lot. 



f*owm Up? 

by Aloe 


I want to be a reader, a writer, a dancer or a-prancer. My wish is to simply live and to 
enjoy every second of it. I want to grow old in Hawaii or to explore the Himalayas; to live 
in the forests and dance around an open fire; to howl like coyotes, letting tears role down 
my cheeks and other peoples' laughter only making us howl louder. 

I want to fly over the world like a bird of prey, experiencing everyone's life all at 
once — like rush hour on a highway. I want to experience everything; I want to know all, 
but that is not possible. Still, who said I can't fill my mind to the extreme? 

What is it to feed everyone my words, to let them taste my words, to let them taste 
what I feel grown up? I'm going to be a child forever, no matter how hard people try to 
change me or the way I am. I will slip away from their clutches as if into an ocean. 

Growing old, what does that really mean? I'm a child, No, I'm a bird of prey ready to 
take flight. 


After IS years of cursing the thought of having a child, Leah now dreams of raising an Earth- 
defending rad baby and appreciates activist parents who stay in the movement! Send submissions 
for a rad babies zine to stingingnettle@earthfiTStjoumal.org. 
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Direct 

Action? 


BY MAGDALINIOUS 

Have you ever stopped to enjoy the sight 
of wild grasses piercing through the con- 
crete? It's a truly beautiful process for the 
eyes to behold. It has always reminded me 
of people rioting feverishly — or the sight of a 
treesit platform, sitting freshly rigged against 
the sunrise. 

The same question always burns in the 


However, stopping some logging is where the 
problem resides. 

Looking at the relationship between the 
two tactics of ground truthing and treesi- 
tting we see how legal and illegal action- 
can support each other. Information from 
ground truthing can help defeat logging in 
the courts. Treesitting can help create more 
immediate public awareness. Through ma- 
nipulating the media and launching our own 



back of my mind. Where does this wild en- 
ergy come from — the energy for seeds to 
overtake blacktop, the spirit to penetrate the 
very force that dominates us with the thrust 
of a brick or the strike of a match? 

Direct action is employed in numerous 
ways. It takes the form of an array of tactics. 
Assorted targets are chosen. Varying degrees 
of damage are inflicted. 

Back in the 1980s, Earth First! was more of 
a group that pushed the boundaries of cam- 
paigns. The outlandishness of EF! actions 
made more mainstream groups look "rea- 
sonable." While "no compromise" is still the 
only way some of us can stand to live, it is 
not necessarily a shared way of thinking for 
the masses — or even for all of our friends. 
However, more than 20 years later, the most 
outrageous of actions can still inspire com- 
rades and cripple enemies. 


public awareness campaigns, our actions can 
create a space for our messages to be heard. 


Various tactics of liberation movements fit 


supported by all parts of a campaign, regardless 
of the decisions that they make for themselves. 

Learning By Example 

Looking closer, the very-publicized 1996- 
1998 campaign against Vail Inc., the largest 
ski company in North America at the time, 
provides lots of insight. It is remembered most 
commonly by the emotionally charging com- 
munique, "On Behalf of the Lynx," and the 
mind-numbing economic damage of $12-24 
million inflicted on the ski company, but many 
days of intense direct action proceeded the fa- 
mous Earth Liberation Front (ELF) and Animal 
Liberation Front (ALF) arson of Vail. After the 
US Forest Service approved the construction of 
a giant ski lodge in 1996, Vail was quickly met 
with appeals from local environmental groups. 
Still, after a federal court's final ruling in 1998, 
the Sierra Club gave up on the lynx. Not so eas- 
ily defeated, the ALF and ELF burnt down three 
buildings and four ski lifts. 

Nearly eight months after the arson, Vail 
decided to start cutting down trees. They were 
met by a 30-foot tripod right off the bat. For 
five days, loggers were challenged by an as- 
sortment of lockdowns, from lockboxes and 
U-locks to batmobiles. Activists also erected 
an 80-foot treesit. Those looking to analyze 
the flow of direct action should take note of 
the variety of tactics used against Vail. 


The Role of Action in Campaigns into this equation in their own unique way. Many opposed the choice of arson as a 
Within campaigns, there are numerous Destroying targets can help get a message tactic by the ELF against Vail. Nonetheless; 
ways to plug in. It is important that we place across, while neutralizing business as usual. it seemed to blaze the trail for direct action 
no hierarchy on any roles. This will benefit against the resort. At the time, the only other 

those filling Sll roles equally. No matter if Time For Action? resistance was paper pushing. It is interest- 

the roles are media, legal, research or action, Once frustrations with legal means hit their ing to think how support would have played 
support and appreciation needs to be equal, peak, direct action is where it's at! When the out if the actions were blockades and treesits 
Taking these precautions will help everyone introduction of direct action has a clear time instead of arson. 
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Security 


Scumbag Scumbuster 

„ „ you should never discuss these rumors are all that are needed others. This computer security 

by security CONSCIENCE things over the Internet (includ- to instigate a grand jury or other page is possibly one of the best 

Right now, we are in the ing email) or telephone phone, investigation. on the net! 

middle of an escalated attack through the mail, or in an activ- Bragging: Some people who After "What You Need to 
against our movement. Since ist's home or car, as these places partake in illegal direct action Know," there are subsections that 
the the Green Scare began in and forms of communication might be tempted to brag about range from using anonymous 
2005, we've witnessed many of are frequently monitored. The it to their friends. This not only e-mail services and surfing the 
our friends stolen from us by only people who should know jeopardizes the bragger's secu- web to employing encryption 
the state: The unfortunate truth of this discussion would be those rity, but also that of the other techniques and maintaining the 
is also that some of our friends who are actively participating people involved with the action overall security of your comput- 
have switched sides and become in the action. .Anyone who is (they may be suspected by as- er. There is even a humorous-yet- 
snitches. not involved does not need to sociation), or the pedple who serious campaigner's computer 

In an attempt to keep everyone know and, therefore, should not they told (they can become ac- maintenance mantra. This is not 
safe and strong, we want to pro- know. cessories after the fact). An activ- to be taken lightly. Their "Rec- 

pose a list of security-related re- The second exception occurs ist who brags also sets a horrible ommended Reading and Re- 
sources. This list is preceded by a after an activist has been ar- example to other activists. sources page" is a must see. It is 

brief excerpt from the zine, Secu- rested and brought to trial. If Indirect Bragging: Indirect packed with highly helpful com- 

rity Culture: a Handbook for Activ- they are found guilty, the activ- braggers are people who make a puter resources. 
ists, which can be found online ist can freely speak of the actions big production about how they The Earth Liberation Front Press 
at chukshonef.wordpress.com/ for which they were convicted, want to remain anonymous, Office's resource page also con- 
security-culture. We hope that However, they must never give avoid protests and stay under- tains very useful links. It can be 
these resources help us all stay on information that would help the ground. They might not come found at www.elfpressoffice.org/ 
the outside, capable of enacting authorities determine who else out and say that they do illegal resources.html. The following few 
healthy sabotage, and supporting participated in illegal activities. direct action, but they make sure links may spark your interest, 
our friends and comrades stuck The third exception is with everyone within ear-shot knows "If an Agent Knocks" explains 

within the state's clutches. anonymous letters and inter- that they are up to something, everything from the FBI's roles in 

views with the media. This must They try to be more sophisti- information gathering to dealing 
So, What is Security be done very carefully and with- cated about it by pretending to with threatening phone calls and 

Culture? out compromising security. Ad- maintain security. However, if grand juries. 

Security culture is where peo- vice on sec ure communication they were serious about security, "A B^sic Introduction to Secu- 
ple know their rights and, most techniques can be found in other they would just make up a good rity" is a zine on security culture 
importantly, assert them. Those publications. These are the only excuse as to why they are not as that covers interesting subjects 
who belong* to a security culture situations when it is appropriate active or why they can't make it like avoiding memory lane, re- 
also know what behavior com- to speak about your own or some- to the protest. maining anonymous while in 

promises security and are quick one dse's involvement or intent To view these resources safely, action and practicing computer 

to educate those people who, to commit illegal direct action. use www.anonymouse.org, or an- security. 

out of ignorance, forgetfulness other internet protocol scrambler "Bugs, Taps and Infiltrators" of- 

or personal weakness, partake in Security-Violating or proxy, please! fers a more in-depth look into the 

insecure behavior. This security Behavior realm of security. This pamphlet 

consciousness becomes a culture In an attempt to impress oth- Other Resources depicts how to handle security- 

when the group as a whole makes crs, activists may behave in ways A one-stop shop for some breaching topics, such as spying, 

security violations socially unac- that compromise security. Some super-informative links is the burglaries, phone and mail trou- 
ceptable within it. people do this frequently; they American Hunt Saboteurs As- ble, and infiltrators. 

are habitually gossiping and sociation's security culture web "War at Home" illustrates the 
What Not to Say bragging. Some activists say in- page. It can be found at www. four main ways operations like 

To begin with, there are certain appropriate things only when huntsab.org/safety.htm.Hereis the FBI's counter-intelligence 
things that are inappropriate to they consume alcohol. Many ac- a breakdown of some links from programs have been used to 
discuss. These things include tivists make occasional breeches this website. break folks down. This resource 

your involvement or someone of security because there was a In "Creating a Culture of Secu- covers infiltration, psychological 
else's involvement with an un- momentary temptation to say rity," the .first part talks about liv- warfare from the outside, harass- 
derground group, someone else's something or hint at something ing under surveillance. This link ment through the legal system, 
desire to get involved with such that shouldn't have been said or delves into how to use counter- and extralegal force and violence, 
a group, asking others if they are implied. In most every situation, surveillance techniques for travel, Ways to cope with these four top- 
a member of an underground the desire to be accepted is the communications and meetings, ics are also included, 
group, your participation or root cause. Those people who In "Preparing for a Raid," there While we can try our damnd- 
someone else's participation in tend to be the greatest security are suggestions about ways to est to stay on this side of the 

any action that is illegal, some- risks are those activists who have protect information in the case state's fortresses, it is always im- 

one else's advocacy for such ac- low self-esteem and strongly de- of a search and seizure of one's portant to be realistic and con- 

tions, or your plans or someone sire the approval of their peers, belongings. This part deals with fident that you can handle the 

else's plans for a future action. Certainly, it is natural to seek computer-related information, as repercussions of any action that 
Essentially, it is bad practice to friendship and recognition for well as files and cell phones. you are taking in case you do get 

speak about a specific individu- our efforts, but it is imperative "Without a Trace; A Forensics caught. To help with that, take a 
al's involvement (past, present that we keep these selfish desires Manual for You and Me" is an ar- look at the Rolling Thunder #6 ar- 
or future) with illegal activities, in check so we do not jeopardize tide discussing everything from tide, "You Are Going to Prison," 
This is an unacceptable topic of the safety of other activists or fingerprints and surveillance to which can be found at www. 
discussion, regardless of whether ourselves. People who place their blending in and getting away, crimethinc.com/rt/. 
it is based on rumor, speculation desire for friendship over the im- There is also a "Surveillance 

or personal knowledge. Please portance of the cause can do se- Guide for Understanding Gestapo ■ 

note that this is not to say that rious damage to our security. Interrogation Mindgames." In 
it is inadvisable to speak about The following are examples of this part, there are 26 detailed 
direct action in general terms, security-violating behaviors: descriptions of varying interro- 

It is perfectly legal, secure and Lying: To impress others, li- gation methods. It explains how I 


Watch yer' back. 
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‘AmmaC (Defense and (Earth (Defense 

Compassionate (BedfeCfows 


by Mike Jaynes 

After spending the shortest 
amount of time investigating, 
it is apparent the Earth and ani- 
mal advocacy movements are 
rife with buzzwords. For bet- 
ter or worse, members of both 
movements are highly skilled in 
rhetoric. Having published doz- 
ens of animal advocacy pieces 
and having spoken at certain 
animal rights conferences, sev- 
eral things regarding the animal 
and Earth advocacy movements 
have become clear. 

I agree with many others who 
feel the two movements are so 
closely related that they are, in 
essence, the same movement. 
Earth liberation, by its very na- 
ture, cannot exclude animal 
liberation concerns. The truly 
informed animal advocates un- 
derstand advocating for animals 
requires advocating for the Earth. 
The destruction of old-growth 
forests by Pacific Lumber, for ex- 
ample, displaces an outrageous 
amount of species who fiave the 
intrinsic right to be in those old 
forests. Lest we overlook these 
species, protecting the redwoods 
intrinsically involves protect- 
ing the animals residing within 
them, and vice versa. 

The significant overlap of the 
Earth and animal advocacy 
movements is not the only reve- 
lation I experienced at the 2008 
national Animal Rights confer- 
ence, in Washington, DC. After 
months of speaking to rooms 
full of well-educated white peo- 
ple who are concerned about 
animals and the Earth, it is 
shockingly clear that our move- 
ment is painfully monochro- 
matic and socioeconomically 
limited in scope. In my experi- 
ence, it seems there is a signifi- 
cant and most unfortunate lack 
of minority involvement with 
animal and Earth defense. It 
would be a good and important 
step for the movement to lessen 
this racial limitation involved 
in the liberation , of the Earth 
and its animals. By no means 
am I declaring the movement 
racist; I simply think we need 
to expand our sphere of discus- 
sion on how to include a more 
representative active "member- 
ship" in the movement. 

All social justice movements in- 
volve one set of individuals gaining 
moral consideration and being in- 
cluded into the sphere of "person- 
hood" by the dominant humans, 
most always , educated, moneyed, 
straight, Christian white men. 
These new rights are invariably rec- 
ognized by the majority once that 
majority evolves to a more com- 
prehensive circle of compassion 
and respect. Slaves were eman- 
cipated, women's liberation was 
begun, and now, animals are be- 
ing rightly recognized as sentient 


individuals with certain intrinsic 
rights. This movement is becom- 
ing global, and the United States 
is the world's hot bed of animal 
-rights activities, as well as Earth 
liberation outfits. Unfortunately, 
animal and Earth liberation is 
often seen as a quasi-rebellious 
stage of well-educated, middle- 
class white Americans. Simply 
because 5 ’ it is too often seen as 
a perogative of the well-to-do, 
young white crowd, animal and 
Earth liberation are frequently 
dismissed by 
members of ~ 
the powerful /( . v \ 

status quo. i-f ' s sAr' 

In academia, l jSr 

I explore eco- > 

feminism and fa sgjL m 
the humani- ^ 

ties. Ecofem- 

inism is one WgSSnffpQ. 
of those words 
with which 
many people 

may not be ____ 

familiar. Eco- 

feminism, generally, seeks to 
unite feminism with environ- 
mentalism. It seeks connections 
between the domination of the 
Earth and nature with the domi- 
nation of women. More specifi- 
cally, ecofeminists understand 
a specific relationship that con- 
nects the oppression of women 
with nature's degradation. Simi- 
larities between the domination 
of nature and sexism are valid 
to seek, although relatively few 
people are doing so. 

Globalism and corporate ex- 
pansion, and their unchecked de- 
struction of the resources of the 
world, are largely seen as primary 
degraders of the natural environ- 
ment. It is valid to also examine 
the patriarchal aspect of globalism 
and corporate expansion, and to 
examine the traditionally "male" 
values behind such expansion. I 
don't want to go too far down the 
soapbox road, but for centuries, 
the masculine model of "success" 
was that of acquiring land owner- 
ship and goods, and through the 
acquisition . of expensive technol- 
ogy, to live further removed from 
nature. Not too long ago, tanned 
and darker skin represented a life- 
style void of the privileged luxury 
of being indoors all of the time. 
The masculine model moves 
away from nature and toward 
anthropocentrism (the belief that 
humanity is at the core of exis- 
tence and primary importance 
is attached to it). The feminine 
model moves closer to nature and 
seeks a more biocentric symbiosis 
with the surrounding Earth. 

Ecofeminist writers like Ma- 
ria Mies and Vandana Shiva ex- 
plain that the material success 
of the global north (the devel- 
oped countries often thought 
of as "western") subjugates the 
indigenous people of the south 


in a brutal system of oppression. 
Male-dominated globalism per- 
petuates the ide^ that the "third 
world" poor can one day "catch 
up" to the developed north if 
they work hard enough. This, 
sadly enough, is quite impossible. 
There are not enough raw mate- 
rials in the world to manufacture 
the average amounts of trinkets, 
gizmos, doo-da'ds and material 
items each US citizen owns. Eco- 
feminism calls for a widespread 
paradigm shift to understand 
the people of 
the third world 
J are bearing the 

U brunt of the 

m tion and slav- 

WT a ery created by 

■.Am the capitalist 

BnB|\ expansion of 

the developed 

have tradi- 
tionally tram- 
pled won\en 
and trampled the Earth. 

I have been called many things 
by the readers of my work. Pri- 
marily, my animal advocacy 
writing falls deep within the 
world of elephants. However, 
I've been labeled a "vegetarian 
ecofeminist," an "animal rights 
activist," a "social provocateur" 
and other things. Sometimes, 
these labels are more negative 
in torie. Disdaining labels of 
all kinds, I think the one they 
all boil down to, the all en- 
compassing one I would most 
proudly wear, is that of "biocen- 
tric." Once humanity realizes it 
is an integral part of a greater 
system, a symbiotic biosphere, 
it will adopt a more sustainable 
and compassionate paradigm 
mindset, and relationship with 
the Earth. 

I maintain that Earth advo- 
cates, especially feminist Earth 
advocates, need to make the eth- 
ical connection between Earth 
rights, the fights of animals, 
and the rights of women and 
all other marginalized people. 
However, some people fail to ac- 
knowledge the interconnected- 
ness of these social movements. 
An excellent example is the fre- 
quent divide between feminism 
and animal rights. A brief dis- 
cussion of "vegetarian ecofem- 
inism" is in order. 

Vegetarian ecofeminism main- 
tains that it is illogical and ethi- 
cally inconsistent for a feminist 
who fights for the oppressed 
minority and the downtrodden 
fodder of a patriarchal system 
to eat meat. In other words: for 
an abused, marginalized fac- 
tion of the dominant status quo 
mindset (woman) to support the 
wholesale slavery and slaughter 
of an abused, marginalized fac- 
tion of the dominant status quo 


mindset (animal) appears to be 
flawed. I feel the same when I see 
feminists lecturing in leather or 
fur. One could argue this senti- 
ment is vegetarian ecofeminism 
in a nutshell. Vegetarian ecofem- 
inists, or "vecofeminists" as I call 
them, also argue that speciesism 
(bigotry based on species mem- 
bership) is as equally repugnant 
as racism, sexism, heterosexism 
and other forms of bigotry, and 
it promotes ethical vegetarian- 
ism as a compassionate goal. 

Carol J. Adams (author of The 
Sexual Politics of Meat, The Por- 
nography of Meat and others) is 
the leading authority on vegetar- 
ian ecofeminism and has been 
publishing her writing on the 
subject since 1975. I have been 
honored to have several conver- 
sations with her in which she 
has helped me refine my views 
and better understand how I can 
help two groups of individuals 
that my white male ancestors 
have been destroying; women 
and animals. 

The question remains of how 
to expand the Earth advocacy 
movement to include more mi- 
norities. It seems an odd question, 
since some of the most brilliant 
thinkers and activists are indeed 
minorities. Of course, most of the 
Animal Liberation Front (ALF) ac- 
tivities are carried out by women. 
As told to me in confidence by an 
active direct action animal libera- 
tor, "as far as the ALF goes, most 
often, the man behind the mask 
is really a woman." 

Spreading the movement to 
less affluent communities is also 
problematic. If one has enough 
income, one can easily main- 
tain a vegan diet. However, the 
corporate food subjugation of 
the poor by the global fast food 
suppliers makes it very difficult 
to convince a struggling family 
of four to care about animals 
and the Earth. The dollar value 
menu is cheap, easy, convenient 
and available. The impoverished 
majority of the US's citizenry is 
highly unlikely to adopt a more 
planet-friendly diet and lifestyle. 
So> how do we reach .these other 
racial and socioeconomic citi- 
zens not yet active in our move- 
ment? That is the question the 
movement should be addressing, 
as opposed to bickering amongst 
itself over specialties and minu- 
tia, as it often does. 

Of course peaceful solutions 
are the longest-term answer, and 
with legal pressure being exerted 
on direct action animal activists 
due to the passing of the Animal 
Enterprise Terrorism Act and the 
FBI's attitude toward all Earth Lib- 
eration Front activities, the times 
are getting tougher. Therefore, I 
maintain that the cause, of com- 
passion that is Earth liberation 
should stay non-violent and with- 
in the confines of the legal world. 


earth liberation is animal liberation is earth liberation is animal liberation is earth liberation 
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Privilege in Our M 


by Michael Novick 


Brandon Darby— a longtime organizer in New 
Orleans with Common Ground and in Austin, 
Texas, with various causes — recently confessed 
to having worked undercover for the FBI. It seems 
that, at the least, Darby reported to the govern- 
ment since February 2007, but some speculate 
his complicity goes much further back. 

Darby has been discovered to be " Confidential 
Human Source 1" in the affidavit filed against 
Bradley Crowder and David McKay ("the Texas 
2"), two activists facing charges of possessing 
Molotov cocktails (“unregistered firearms," ac- 
cording to the government) during the Repub- 
lican National Convention protests this past 
Autumn in Minneapolis and St. Paul, Minne- 
sota. It appears that Darby had taken the activ- 
ists under his wing and encouraged them toward 
taking militant actions while he was working for 
the FBI. Previously, Darby faced numerous com- 
plaints of improper sexual conduct while he was 
an organizer with Common Ground. 

The following piece was written by an editor of 
Turning the Tide, an Anti-Racist Action (ARA) 
publication, in their January-February 2009 issue. 

Long before achieving notoriety as a 
snitch, Brandon Darby got a lot of media at- 
tention and coverage as a "movement star" 
(check Gobgle Images for Brandon Darby). 
I'm wondering to what extent he ever got 

before he made what he calls the "choice” to 
be a snitch for the Feds. 

The questions we need to start asking our- 
selves are about the role of liberalism, and 
white and male supremacy in this kind of 
deviation. By "liberalism," I mean people in 
.the movement being liberal with each other, 
"cutting each other slack," seeing problems in 
others or experiencing problems in ourselves 
but not confronting them. This is not exclu- 
sive to any nationality, class or gender, but in 
my experience in the so-called "white left," 
it's related to white and male supremacy, class 
privilege, elitism, etc. People who'd rather 
not be held accountable for change in our 
own individualism, attitudes and practices 


into a state-mole role. History is replete with 
people who moved right from the left, naming 
names and justifying it, becoming staunch re- 
actionaries in the process. This is not unheard 
of among black, Mexicano, native, Asian and 
Puerto Rican radicals (all of whose movements 
have suffered from infiltration and turncoats). 
Unfortunately, it's widespread in the white 
left, going back to the US Communist Party 
and Trotskyists, but also in the "new left" 
(Students for a Democratic Society et al), and 
more recently has plagued the militant envi- 
ronmental movement. The whole Green Scare 
phenomenon has been chock full of people 
ratting each other out, to the point where 
those who stood strong almost seemed to be 
the exceptions in some cases. 

Why are we only now hearing about 
women "fleeing" Common Ground be- 
cause Darby was a sexual predator? To the 
extent ARA people were involved in Texas 
or Louisiana, we need to ask ourselves why 
we weren't more on top of such a dynamic, 
why we weren't applying or expressing some 
of the lessons of ARA's own struggles with 
sexual predation in other related arenas of 
the movement. In New Zealand, an infor- 
mant also had multiple sexual relationships 
with movement women, and engaged in 
other suspicious behavior, but people didn't 
feel enough trust in their own instincts un- 
til he was exposed. T his is not to encourage 
a witch-hurit of ^accusations that so-and-so 
is an agent, but an atmosphere in which we 
struggle with ourselves and each other about 
elitism, privilege, and white and male su- 
premacy — an atmosphere that is less condu- 
cive to infiltration or treason. 

Self-criticism is vital. From long and 
sometimes bitter experiences in radical 
and would-be revolutionary movements, it’s 
clear that all of us are in struggle at all times 
with aspects of ourselves that pull us down 
and back toward complicity and compliance 
with the system. It's not about one or two de- 
ceitful bad apples, who in their secret hearts 
are willing to betray their ideals, their friends, 
whole movements. Revolutionaries develop 
out of the social, emotional and psychologi- 
cal makeup of people created in a dog-eat- 



are unlikely to challenge ^others construe- out of the social, emotional and psychologi- 
tively about them. cal makeup of people created in a dog-eat- 

I doubt Darby was a plant in the first dog, me-first system that infiltrates all of our 
place, but instead much more likely some- psyches. The class struggle goes on not only 
one who flip-flopped and then dug deeper between classes, but also within oppressed 


and exploited classes, and within individuals 
in those classes. 

The inducements and seductions of the sys- 
tem, the affinities we feel for the system, the 
attractions of male bonding, white-skin privi- 
lege, identification with the oppressor, neo- 
colonialism, elitism and careerism are not 
only bombarding us 24-7, but they live inside 
us consciously and unconsciously. Unless we 
sustain and persevere in pretty open struggle 
and acknowledgment of them, they are go- 
ing to win out. There were literally millions 
of people in the '60s who spent time street 
fighting, engaging in various illegal forms 
of protest, and certainly tens— -if not hun- 
dreds — of thousands who styled themselves 
as revolutionaries. They did not all become 
snitches, but far too many made their sepa- 
rate peace, found a niche at a non-profit or 
surrendered in some way to the Empire. 

The occasional glaring snitch or traitor 
like Darby obviously does a lot of damage. 
However, the larger substrate of "liberal- 
ism" that allows people en masse to back- 
slide and sell out is more dangerous, and is 
the context in which the Darbys operate. 

To contact Turning the Tide, write 
antiracistaction_la@yahoo.com; POB 
10S5, Culver City, CA 90232. A free 
sample copy is available upon request. 


Education is the key. If I did not or 50 or more people decide to treatment of endangered African unborn human infants. They 

believe that, I would immediately go veg. Multiply the number of aryd Asian elephants in American are watching and waiting for us 

resign from my university and go new vegetarians/vegans and the captivity. Apparently, I’ve made to act like the monomaniacal, 

live in a tree. animals they will no longer eat, some sort of short list with a cer- uneducated "terrorists" that the 

Consider the words of the for- * and you can see how no libera- tain very large circus and was even mainstream press and dominant 

mer ALF political prisoner, Gary tion can equal that. When you told there were agents from this mindset makes us out to be. Our 

Yourofsky. When asked what he give 95 lectures in colleges for particular circus at my appearance education and charisma can help 

thought the next step should 6,000 students like I did in the in the animal rights conference in soften this public perception 

be for the ALF supporters' com- Fall semester of 2003, around Washington DC, this past Sum- and, in the end, save the world, 

munity and the ALF in general 1,000 new vegetarians/vegans mer. I can only assume this is a Mike Jaynes is an animal ad- 

to develop into a serious politi- were born. Without education rumor. However, with the current vocacy writer specializing in el- 

cal front for animals, Yourofsky there can be no liberation. Yet, attention the world is placing on . ephants. Also deeply concerned 

stated, "First off, education is al- without liberation there can be captive and performing elephants, about all animals and the few re- 

ways the most effective form of no education." perhaps it is not. maining wild places in the world, 

activism. With this being said, As for the current American Regardless, the Earth and ani- he teaches ecofeminism, humani- 
opening a cage and liberating Earth defense situation, the Or- mal defense movement is mov- ties, and English at the Univer- 

an animal from a concentration wellian rhetoric is in full gear, ing from a traditionally fringe sity of Tennessee af Chattanooga. 

camp is just as important and ef- Meat industry insiders will often position into a mainstream His book in progress, Elephants 

fective, except less animals — in infiltrate animal rights organiza- focus in American society. Be- Among Us, focuses on the inher- 

the long run — become liberated, tions, conferences and presen- cause of this, we are all under ent wildness in humanity, and the 

Each person eats an average of tatiohs as agent provocateurs. In scrutiny from a public at large plight of the 600 or so captive and 

3,000 land animals throughout fact, as I previously mentioned, I that wrongly assumes that we performing elephants in American 

their lifetime. When you lec- am no elephant expert, but I am want to harm humans to save circuses, zoos, magic acts, theme 

ture in a class of 25, 50, 100 or an avid elephant advocate who animals, and that we care more parks, and else where. It will be 

even 450 students, five or 10 writes and researches on circus' about trees than we do about finished in early 2010. 
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Preliminary License for Brazilian 
Dam Pulled 

The Brazilian environmental protection 
agency, Ibama, granted a preliminary con- 
struction license for the Jirau Dam, located 
on the Amazon's main tributary, the Ma- 
deira River. Ten days later, a federal court 
judge suspended it. The judge stated that 
granting a preliminary license is prohibited 
under Brazilian law. This decision ceased 
construction until a final license can be is- 
sued by Ibama. 

This current attempt by Brazil to pass an 
illegitimate license, for. the proposed 3,300 
megawatt project is one among many. Nu- 
merous lawsuits are swimming their way 
through Brazilian courts. A petition for an 
injunction was also filed by the Brazilian 
Forum of .Nongovernmental Organizations 
and Social Movements for the Environment 
and Development. This petition called for 
the revocation of the shady preliminary li- 
cense, as well. ’ . 

Ibama's decision was made , without any 
additional environmental impact assess- 
ments. The proposed Madeira dams have 
been drawing widespread resistance because 
of the stress they would place onto the lo- 
cal ecosystem. The dams would block the 
transport of sediment and interfere with 
fish populations' ability to travel freely. In- 
digenous people would take the brunt of the 
dam (humyn-wise) through the flooding 
and displacement of their homes. 

Black Mesa Project Passes 

December 22 marked a grim day for the 
people of Black Mesa, with the passing of 
the Black Mesa project. 

A Hopi and-Navajo delegation traveled* 
to Denver, Colorado, before the announce- 
ment was made in an attempt to delay the 
decision that the Office of Surface Min- 
ing (OSM) would be making. The 35 tribal 
members met inside OSM'S Denver head- 
quarters to talk shop face-to-face. As many 
as 60 local supporters joined the remainder 
of the Navajo and Hopi folks outside in a 
supportive rally. A 10-by-16-foot banner, 
read "Navajo and Hopi Say No Coal Min- 
ing!" OSM's phone and fax lines were also 
tied up with messages of support for Black 
Mesa residents, thanks to solidarity calls 
from across the country. 

Some of the detrimental impacts of the 
Black Mesa project are: establishing perma- 
nent mining rights until the coal runs out, 
or until at least 2026; substantially acceler- 
ating global climate change disruption and 
causing an ecological meltdown; destroying 
thousands of acres of pristine canyon lands, 
causing animal and plant ecology, and cul- 
tural sites to vanish; increasing the detona- 


Updates 

tion of coal on a daily basis, affecting air 
quality, the health of miners, local residents 
and their livestock despite the already-scarce 
water tables and regional aquifers that are 
essential to residential survival; and up- 
rooting and relocating families from their 
ancestral homelands due to coal mining 
expansion. 

For further information on resistance 
to the Black Mesa project, visit www. 
blackmeais.org 

Comprehensive Everglades Restora- 
tion Project Swamped and Stalling 

Nine years ago, the Comprehensive Ev- 
ef glades Restoration Project (CERP) was ; 
passed by Congress. To this day, it has not 
evolved passed being simply words on a 
piece of paper. None of the 60 proposals 
have come to fruition - ; •••• 

The Florida government has repeatedly put 
forth funding, but the federal government has 
yet to move forward with the project. Appar- 
ently, restoring the Everglades has not been a 
priority of either George Bush or his brother, 
Jeb, the former Governor of Florida; 

It took seven years after the bill's approval 
for Congress to belatedly pass legislation au- 
thorizing three projects. The Indian River 
Lagoon has been the only project to move 
forward at all. The project will lead to the 
removal of multiple canals and roads to re- 
store water flow. 

The Everglades are the only subtropical 
wilderness of this kind remaining in the US. 
There are 68 threatened or endangered spe- 
cies that find refuge within the Everglades. If 
CERP were to go into full effect, it's implica- 
tions would reach far past Florida. 

A critical flaw in the progress of this project 
is the approach of funding for single projects 
within it. The success of the entire project 
depends on all of it going into effect together. 
Funding has been a tremendous hurdle for 
CERP, The full cost of the project stands at a 
towering $10-12 billion. Beginning projects 
sooner, rather than later, would help cut cost 
increases. 



Shorts 


RNC 8 Charges Lessened 

Attorneys representing eight Republican 
National Convention Welcoming Com- 
mittee organizers that have felony charges 
(RNC 8) received encouraging news on De- 
cember 13. The lawyers received a letter 
from the Ramsey County attorney's office 
in Minnesota, amending the complaint 
against them. The new complaint report- 
edly lists the charges as follows: 

Count 1: conspiracy to riot in the second 
degree in furtherance of terrorism (the origi- 
nal charge) ■■ ,' T 

Count 2: conspiracy to riot in the second 
degree (without terrorism enhancement) 
Count 3: conspiracy to damage property 
in furtherance of terrorism 
Count 4: conspiracy to damage property 
(without terrorism enhancement) 

Many believe that this decision was influ- 
enced partially by the call-in day of action 
that happened the previous week. 

Oregon LNG Opponents to Chal- 
lenge FERC Decision in the Courts 

After staging a massive rally against lique- 
fied natural gas (LNG) in January, opponents 
of the Bradwood LNG terminal vowed to chal- 
lenge Federal Energy Regulation Commission 
(FERC) in federal court after the commission 
rejected then request for reconsideration of 
the terminal's approval. Without discussion, 
the five-member commission dismissed chal- 
lenges from the states of Oregon and Wash- 
ington, as well as the Columbia River Treaty 
Tribes and the Columbia Riverkeeper. 

Dan Serres, a Columbia Riverkeeper, high- 
lighted the importance of the Oregon govern- 
ment's role in the wake of FERC's decision. 

"FERC approved this project over the ob- 
jections of Governor Kulongoski without 
evaluating whether we need or can afford 
LNG," said Serres. "Oregon can take this 
problem into its own hands with a new bill 
announced in Salem, Oregon, this week. The 
bill would require a needs analysis before giv- 
ing LNG companies state land or water rights. 
We shouldn't allow the Bradwood project to 
condemn land, harm salmon and increase 
our greenhouse gas emissions when there is 
clearly no need for the project in Oregon." 

George Exum, a marine engineer and chair 
of Wahkiakum Friends of the River, lives 
across the Columbia River from Bradwood 
and was disgusted by FERC's decision. 

"The decision is absurd,"- fie said "FERC 
doesn't even have completed studies or de- 
signs to evaluate? the impacts on endangered 
salmon. We know that Bradwood LNG will 
kill salmon, and we are relying on the states 
of Oregon and Washington to protect the 
residents of Wahkiakum County and the Co- 
lumbia River from this destructive project." 


mmm 
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• On January 18, a US- district court judge ruled to block the 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) from leasing 110,000 acres of 
Utah wilderness. This ruling prohibits the BLM from issuing,oil and 
gas permits on Utah wildlands until the lawsuit is resolved some- 
time later this year. 

•In Germany, upper-class cars are being targeted in the new year. 
Within the last year, the police registered 87 politically motivated 
arson attacks, 67 of which have been on cars. 

•Norwegian philosopher, writer and mountaineer, Arne Naess 
has died. Naessis is best known for launching the concept of "deep 
ecology," promoting, among other things, the idea that Earth as a 
planet has as much rights as its inhabitants to survive and flourish. 
He was 96 years old. 

•The Environmental Protection Agency is now reconsidering whether 
to limit the amount of toxic rocket fuel flowed in our dnnking water. 

•The drivers of the Industrial Workers of the World-affiliated United 
Truckers Cooperative held a four-hour work stoppage on December 
8 outside of Weyerhaeuser Mills in Plymouth and Vanceboro, North 
Carolina. They demanded better living conditions and wages. 
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•In an alarming, yet little noticed series of recent studies,, sci- 
entists have determined that Canada's 1.2 million square miles of 
forests have become so stressed from the damage caused by global 
warming, insect infestations and persistent fires that they have 
crossed an ominous line and now pump out more carbon dioxide 
than they take in — according to the World Business Council for 
Sustainable Development. 

•Norwegian communities and conservationists launched a cam- 
paign to ban oil exploration and development from parts of their 
Arctic coast, linking World Wildlife Federation-supported campaigns 
already underway in Alaska and Russia to protect vulnerable fisheries 
and communities. . 

•Essentially acting as super-predators, humans are forcing changes 
to the body size and reproductive abilities of some species 300 per- 
cent faster than they would naturally occur. 

•During the week of October 21, a swarm of 1,000 moon jellyfish 
clogged the water intake system of two different reactors near San 
Luis Obispo, California. The unit two reactor was completely shut 
off, and unit one's power was reduced for three days. 
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The Peaks 


Dinosaur Provincial Park, Alberta 


Thunderous bellows climb from her inner chambers, playing harmonic 
rhythms for a synchronous dance in which the towers of ominous 
clouds spin lightning cracks across the sky like shock waves. 

Here, creation begins with electric thrusts, Just a shadow of 
the lava and fire she breathed so many eons ago. 

Eternity echoes midnight moon sets, sun rises, snowflakes flutter, 
moon rises, sun sets. 


A flick of starlight from an unearthed tooth- 
As I breathe deep of breeze and sagey night 
And stretch beside my car in brief respite 
From a long weary road of roaring brutes. 


Powerful beyond measure, she stands sentinel like a lighthouse 
in the distance guiding her warriors back home horn the lands 
they have traveled to. ' .7 

Each and everyone protected by her massive presence, encouraged 
by her constancy, awed by her radiance. 


Of millian-year-old beasts who know the price 
Of oik Humor abides, too, for 1 smile 
As I drive toward Hope, at every passing diesel's 
Rush and clatter of intake and valves— doomed bones 
Where ancient lips trumpet extinction tunes. 


conducted behind a ve 
herself to us once mon 
than before^ 


JLesson For jA God 

' i . • 

"The first precautiWl of 
intelligent tinkering is 
to save the cogs and wheels. " 

— Aldo Leopold 


Katchina spirits call her name, pound their bare feet in the 
dust of her wake, bear her tears in leather buckets of water, 
bow their heads in prayer as they attempt to put into words and 
motions and song how important she is to everyone she protects. 

Stars crowd around her head and she beckons to them, come, hear 
mysong, come, join in my dance, come, feel my motionless movement 
as I march with my sister mountains into your memories and bodies 
and hearts. ’ , 


Starflowers out in thousands on the trail, 
badges of northwest spring, with ringing thrush 
and robin and the keen fresh beams 
that slant to me this early Sunday morning. 

I drop to my knees in bright new bracken fern 
to ponder the flowers, their five-point petals 
on spidery filament, wondering whimsically 
what system of invisible beings might 
need them for shelter, food, even beauty? 

I snip one for the vase above my sink; 

Instantly a tiny tremor in my hand, 
woods go hushed, the light seems dimmer 
as if somebody's sun had just exploded. 

1 drop it, rise, move on. Much later 
the broken peace of forest heals behind me. 


The frogs don't have to be 
Smaller than my fingernail 
To be dwarfed by the husky grasshoppers 
but they are.j|| 

Here where the grasshopper's antennae 
Are times longer than its body 
Where catfish skulk in puddles 
Boardwalks above the rainy season iagoon 
Where the frogs are smaller than the insects 
Where some of each are still unnamed 
by modern man. 


•Richard Arnold 


C\mn mg Pig Skit 

In PR laboratories the corporate alchemists no 

longer try to create gold from base metals. § 

No, they are working to convince us that CAFO 

waste lagoons emit pure oxygen instead of methane gas. 

Polluting industries are all singing PR lullabies 
to put us to sleep and convince us that they are 
environmentalists. They coined the oxymoron "clean coal' 
and sing that tune on TV commercials. 


Those most modem of men would trade 
all this 
For oil and cars. 

A million miracles of tiny frog 
A billion streamers of leaf cutter ants. 

All for the monotonous monoxide 
Of cars and oil. 


Listen: this is an addiction unlike any other 
In that you're killing all life on Earth. 

This is an addiction like any other 
In the way you are sick 
And need guidance 
To love life again. 

You are very ill and need first 

To have power wrested from your hands 

And if the oil fire in your eyes ever dies 

We will welcome you 

Into the world we build without cars 

A world that starts today 

Or your crime is the end of history. 

' 

—Jenny McBride 


Pig factory owners are also in on the act. 

Local TV spots depict kids playing by a 

pristine stream and insinuate it runs through 

their farm. The farm wife is shown in the uniform of a girl 

scoutmaster. 

' 

Oil field debris of old tank batteries and well sites 
are converted into pastoral scenes and announce it 
is done by the oil and gas industries. 

They fail to mention jt is a result of a government mandate. 
PR greening claims to fight global warming. 

The hired alchemists are working on new illusions 
to project into our homes. 


I expect to see a pig factory wife hugging a piglet named Babe 
wearing a t-shirt emblazoned with PETA 
on the front. 


V>0. Box 14501 
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Wolves and Poodles 


A sometimes-karm'a-comes- 
in-the-form-of-a-stick-to-the- 
head wolf to t h ree monkeys who 

fought back against their trainer in Si- _Jnj 
zhou, China. After a monkey refused to 
do stupid tricks in a street performance, i| 
the trainer beat that monkey with a stick. Two " 
other monkeys, who were. also tethered to the 
trainer, saw their compadre needing assistance . 
and started tearing at the man's head. Once he * 
dropped the stick, one of the monkeys grabbed 
it, beating the trainer's head with it until the 
stick broke. 




chaos picks up, plankton populations are expected to crash, 
^ which would lead to many devastating results. However, lovers 
||L of the aquatic world can rest easier in the new knowledge that 
plankton aren't as important as people have believed them 
B to be. Instead, they can thank the bony sea kitten for being a 
*8®, true hero of the bounding main. 

nil ANazi-doctor-wannabe-cutting-lives-shoFt-because- 
they 're-evil poodle to a team of Australian research- 
VWjp ers who are experimenting with ways to kill mosquitoes 
earlier than nature would otherwise have it. Concerned 
about the spread of malaria and dengue fever, these scientists 
have found that older mosquitoes are more likely to transmit these 
diseases. So, mosquitoes are being genetically engineered to carry a 



VOLUME 2 
HaSwH.h w.siin. 
Earthworks 


Rainwater Havesting for Drylands and Beyond, ^ r \ Kjf jsj r Ji f* * ' system. Dozens of drawings, diagrams and pho- 

Volume 2, by Brad Lancaster, Ramsoruce Press 2008. ; f ' r . I.' . tographs illustrate how water flows through the 

To most people, rainwater harvesting evokes f f * J Qjfcyj f j fj: & watershed of small urban and suburban lots; 

a tank and a complex web of pipes and pumps. how to construct earthworks such as the "berm 

In Rainwater Harvesting for Drylands and Beyond, ' •' / ' . ^ 'n basin" (aka swale), terrace, French drain, and 

Volume 2, Brad Lancaster flips this idea on its y(JL 5 infiltration basin; how to tear up your curb, 

head. "Earthworks store water in the soil — our 400. [ sidewalk or driveway (and replace it with a 

largest and least expensive 'tank' — with the ' water harvesting structure); the importance of 

force of gravity and the living pumps of plants mulch and vegetation; and how to intervene 

moving water through the system." in the broader landscape using bmsh dams and 

Volume 2 of the 3-part Rainwater Harvesting ^ other erosion control structures. Appendices 

series elucidates dozens of variations on this * 1 cover how to read the landscape for evidence 

theme as practiced in rural Indian villages, ,<V * -£< > * < **^*j9. s of water flow, simple explanations of key equa- 

backyards from New Mexico to Connecticut, | tions, plant lists and more, 

and streets and parking lots from Tlicson, Arizona; g> Readers living in single-family homes with 

Portland, Oregon; and Seattle, Washington. j „ | a large yards can likely pull off workable sys- 

Primarily a cheeky how-to manual for eco- i . ( ~ T yfffljHp | terns to harvest most of their rainwater and 

savvy gardeners, the Rainwater Harvesting g greywater using the strategies presented. In 

series also appeals for a cultural transforma- urban centers, where the pavement-to-dirt 

tion — what Spanish economist Pedro Arrojo S ratio is high, readers can draw on earthwork 

Agudo calls a "nueva cultura de agua" (new springs and wells," noted Lancaster. "Then, we examples and brainstorm neighborhood- 
water culture)— in the turban Southwest and took water from other regions using elaborate scale strategies. As Lancaster's study of Seat- 
beyond. Like Volume 1, door-stop worthy Vol- canal, pump and water-right buyout schemes tie's Vine Street case shows, implementation 
ume 2 also conveys Lancaster's respect for in- at great financial and environmental costs to will likely require bonds, permits and lots of 
digenous water knowledge and practice, and feed our constantly growing demand for wa- bulldozers. Rural dwellers will appreciate Lan- 
his lived experience with sustainable food ter. Tucson was killing itself— or, at least, its caster's encyclopedic treatment of small-scale 
and water systems. water resources and those of others. Ayid ev- erosion control and infiltration strategies, but 

Volume 2 introduces the "Eight Principles of eryone who lived in Tucson — everyone who may want to consult with a practitioner (or 
Successful Rainwater Harvesting" through the drank, irrigated, built, bathed and washed start very small), lest they become discour- 
philosophy of Zimbabwean water farmer and with water — was part of that problem." aged by horse fencing wounds and blown out 

philosopher Zephaniah Phiri Maseko. The prin- On Phiri's land, Lancaster found "a living, checkdams. Wherever you live, this book will 
ciples range from the procedural, ("Begin with thriving example of a site stewarded by people transform how you see the rain and your own 
long and thoughtful observation") through the that was improving with time. "The experience place in the water cycle. Read it. Your garden 
practical, ("Slow, spread and infiltrate the wa- convinced him not to run from the problem, and your aquifer, will thank you! 
ter"). While touring Phiri's extensive hand-dug but take Phiri's advice: "If we root ourselves For more information on the book and 
rainwater catchment system in 1995, Brad Lan- and face our problems, we solve them." other extensive water-harvesting resources, 

caster had something of a revelation. Lancast- Rainwater Harvesting succeeds both in show- visit website www.harvestingrainwater.com. 
eTs hometown of Tucson epitomizes a pattern ing readers how to design and construct cheap, Cleo Woelfle-Erskine co- founded the Greywa- 
familiar to environmental activists. effective systems to capture and infiltrate water ter Guerrillas (www.greywaterguerrillas.com) 

"Growth was booming, but we had contam- into the landscape and in motivating them to and edited the anthologies Urban Wilds and 
inated our aquifer, depleted groundwater sup- do it. Lancaster avoids math, jargon and ma- Dam Nation: Dispatches from the Water 
plies, run our rivers dry, and killed countless chinery ("Start with a shovel~and a few friends") Underground. 
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You Could be Next! 


Defend the RNC 8 


"Amanda" is in her early 20s and resembles fashion throughout the convention protests, 
a typical college student. She began attend- His relationship with Matthew DePalma was 
ing RNC-WC and sub-committee meetings the basis for DePalma's recent RNC-related 
with Marilyn/"Norma Jean." Unlike her federal charges. "Panda" also appears in court 
co-conspirator, however, "Amanda" ceased- documents relating to the "Texas-2," two Texas 
involvement in the spring of 2008; her role activists facing federal RNC-related charges, 
as an infiltrator appears to be the most lim- Panda recorded various audio tracks of gath- 
ited of the four infiltrators known. Since the erings and meetings, including the second 
convention, she has"afi:ffl5eehsee , ifTft' uni- pReNC on May 3. Hisapartment in Minneap- 
form. Her fake MySpace account is still be- olis was wired for audio and video recording, 
ing used. You can view it at: www.myspace. He is around 30 years old with sharp features, 
com/amandaclara. She also has a Facebook and has dark brown eyes and hair. He is tall 
account at: www.facebook.com/people/ (around 6'2") with a large, stockier build. He 
Amanda-Amey/5 79453547. . was confirmed to be an infiltrator by observa- 

Chris Dugger (real name), confidential tions of him assisting police in downtown St. 
reliable informant Paul on September 1. Like Chris, he is not a 

Chris began attending RNC-WC meetings cop but an informant presumably paid or re- 
very early in 2008. He was also active in at- warded by some other means, 
tending sub-committee meetings and meet- It is important for us to use this case of 
ings with non-anarchist groups through the infiltrators as a learning tool for our future 
end of August. Like Marilyn/"Norma Jean," he activist excursions, especially in our home 
portrayed himself as participating in a radical cities. The WC and affiliated communities 
project for the first time and avoided helping made several mistakes regarding infiltration, 
except for the most basic tasks. He is around The issues surrounding our mistakes should 
30 years old (but looks older), and is short with be part of an ongoing conversation that ad- 
a very large, muscular build and several tat- dresses the issues of state harassment within 
toos. He was confirmed to be an infiltrator on our circles. Everyone can and must use these 
September 1 by observations of his behavior in experiences from the RNC to expand the ef- 
downtown Saint Paul. Chris is not a cop, but fectiveness of our organizing and activism, 
an informant presumably paid or rewarded by Currently, however, there is little to-no- 
some other means. structure within our communities to build 

Andrew Darst (aka Andy, Panda and substantial trust around ourselves and our 
Pandy, online names Warchyld and KiUs- comrades. Infiltrators have done their dirty 
witch), confidential reliable informant deeds for decades, even centuries, and they 

"Panda" began attending RNC-WC meet- will continue to do so. We urge our commu- 
ings around the time of the pReNC in the Fall nities and our movements to take the threat 
of 2007 and stayed with the group through they pose seriously, and understand that while 
late August (including the. second pReNC). He we cannot allow the state's disgusting tactics 
was introduced to the group as an avid urban to dictate the terms of our resistance, we do 
explorer, and was (and still may be) active in not have to put up with them, either. Clearly, 
the regional urban exploring scene as a par- even in an open, above-ground group such as 
ticipant and as an administrator on websites the RNC-WC, they can wreak havoc! 
devoted to the subject. At the first pReNC, he We demand that the charges against all 
attended the event with two other urban ex- RNC arrestees, including the RNC 8 and 
plorers who are known to be sympathetic to the Texas-2, be dropped. The real criminals 
government agencies. He was first seen with- are those who attempt to destroy our com- 
in anarchist circles at the Crimethlnc. conver- munities and relationships through decep- 
gence three years ago, and has attended the tion, greed and collaboration with state 
convergence annually ever since. agents of repression. 

Like the other infiltrators, he was active in We welcome comments and questions 
committee meetings and attended functions (within discretion) about this situation. If 
of other, non-anarchist organizations. Im- you encountered these individuals, we may 
portantly, "Panda" was also involved in anti- be interested in your stories. They could po- 
RNC activity independent of and unrelated tentially be used for the defense of those fac- 
to the RNC-WC. He participated and orga- ing RNC-related charges. For guidelines on 
nized around Sector 5, and it appears that telling us your RNC informant experiences, 
he remained on the streets in some form or email us at observatiQns@riseup.net, 
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Animal Rights Activists 
of "Conspiracy to Blackmail" 
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those companies continue to do business 
with HLS, protests usually follow. All ma- 
terial on the SHAC website is checked by a 
barrister, and police are given prior notice 
of their demonstrations. 

During the Summer, three defendants, all 
anti-HLS activists, pled guilty to "conspiracy 
to blackmail." During the trial, evidence re- 
covered from both the campaign's and ac- 
tivists' personal computers was presented. 
Police found many documents believed to 
have been permanently deleted or shredded 
by their authors. This included a spreadsheet 
detailing names and addresses of people 
working for companies linked to HLS, details 
of direct actions carried out against them 
and a document containing a private chat 
between activists apparently talking about 
direct action. 

This evidence may suggest that some activ- 
ists had decided to take direct action against 
companies linked to HLS, but the evidence 
linking the defendants (who were found 
guilty on December 23) to these documents 
was circumstantial and, in some cases, non- 
existent. Even if some activists linked to 
SHAC did decide to take direct action, this 
does not make everybody within the cam- 
paign guilty by association. 

The prosecution's case was that the entire 
SHAC campaign was aimed at closing down 
HLS (which is true) and that SHAC cam- 
paigners attempted to persuade companies 
not to work with HLS (which is also true). 
However, the prosecution's argument went 
on to imply that, when companies did not 
agree to cease trading with HLS, they were 
the subject of direct action. Often direct ac- 
tion did occur, but this was not under the 
banner of SHAC. Moreover, SHAC did not 
publish any information about companies 
that was not already in the public domain. 

Much of the evidence in the three-month 
trial was in relation to lawful demonstrations 
against companies linked to HLS. This was 
particularly important in the instances of 
defendants who could not be linked to the 
uncovered computer evidence. Comments 
made by defendants during protests in ear- 
shot of the police were portrayed as linking 
them to the "conspiracy." Equally important 
was the fact that some of those convicted 
were linked personally to the defendants 
who pleaded guilty. Heather Nicholson and 
Gerrah Selby had both shared houses with 
them. This was obviously a factor in finding 
them guilty.by association. 

So, what does this mean for free speech and 
anti-corporate dissent in the UK? Campaign- 
ers might feel compelled to publicly distance 
themselves from acts of direct action, lest they 
find that, unbeknownst to them, those re- 
sponsible for the covert actions are involved in 
public action, too, and the whole movement is 
charged with "conspiracy." In fact, the use of 
such charges is a classic police tactic aimed at 
spreading paranoia and convicting as many ac- 
tivists as possible for acts carried out by only a 
few. The aim is also to minimize public support 
for illegal actions by harassing and criminaliz- 
ing those who speak up in solidarity. 


The convicted activists are now facing long 
periods in jail. Heather Nicholson, who was 
held captive after her arrest in May 2007, has 
already spent more than 19 months in jail, 
longer than some people who are convicted 
of serious assaults or sex crimes would spend 
in prison. On the same day that Kirtley was 
sentenced to four and a half years in prison, 
men who beat a man until he was blind re- 
ceived two years. 

It's good to note that the attacks on AR 
campaigners do not seem to have limited 
their capacity to take action. Regular demon- 
strations are still taking place against com- 
panies linked to HLS. The Animal Liberation 
Front, which does not seem to be in need 
of "leaders," recently freed 70 turkeys from 
a UK farm. If anything, the global animal 
rights and liberation movements seem to be 
growing steadily. 

The decision to try these campaigners for 
"conspiracy to blackmail" was obviously a 
political one. Huge amounts of police re- 
sources were poured into this prosecution 
and others like it at the behest of the Labor 
government. This is due to the effectiveness 
of the AR movement in confronting and 
challenging the power of corporations in- 
volved in animal abuse. The demonization 
of AR campaigners in the media, facilitated 
by NETCU press releases, only makes it eas- 
ier for the state to repress them without pub- 
lic outcry. This recent set of convictions is 
yet another nail in the coffin of the public's 
right to voice their anger and dissent against 
corporate crime. 

For more information on SHAC, visit www. 
shac.net. 

Editor's Note: On January 21, all of the SHAC 
activists were sentenced. The activists who had 
pled guilty months ago were waiting for the end 
of this trial, because the government wanted to 
sentence all of them together. Heather Nicholson 
received 1 1 years in prison, Gregg and Natasha 
Avery received nine years each, Gavin Medd-Hall 
got eight years, Dan Wadham got five years, and 
Gerrah Selby and Dan Amos each got four years. 
The guilty pleas were entered due to the likelihood 
of being convicted by a jury, not on the grounds of 
whether the activists are actually guilty. 

A quick look at the steady rate of SHAC dem- 
onstrations reveals that this trial has done very 
little to- actually slow down the movement to 
close HLS once and for all. Between the US and 
Western Europe, there were at least 65 demon- 
strations against HLS and its supporters just in 
the first few weeks of January. Some targets — 
like Barclays Bank, a major HLS financier— 
typically experience multiple protests each day. 
As recent history has shown, courts can continue 
to throw activists in prison, but HLS is only get- 
ting weaker and more isolated. 


by Corporate Watch 


On December 23, four out of five animal 
rights (AR) activists on trial in England were 
found guilty of "conspiracy to blackmail" 
after a three-and-a-half-month-long show 
trial. The world's media, prompted by police 
press officers, were quick to condemn the 
activists by pointing to harassment against 
the employees of Huntingdon Life Sciences 
(HLS) and their customers, shareholders and 
investors. 

Actions against HLS — such as hoax bombs, 
letters alleging pedophilia and threats — 
weren't linked to those convicted, but they 
were pointed to as evidence of the defen- 
dants' extremism. Police spokespeople and 
the National Extremist Coordination Unit 
(NETCU) — the branch of police set up to 
deal with the AR movement and other ex- 
pressions of public dissent — hailed the con- 
victions as a victory. What was not examined 
in the media was the worrying development 
of the repressive use of the law which lead to 
the convictions. 

Corporate Watch followed the progress of 
this trial since the beginning. The reason we 
are concerned is that we see this trial as part 
of a larger attack on the AR movement, mo- 
tivated by the state's desire to protect private 
corporations against dissent. 

In May 2008, Sean Kirtley, an activist in- 
volved with Stop Sequani Animal Torture, 
was sentenced to four and a half years in 
prison for updating a website with news 
about a legal, nonviolent campaign to close 
down Sequani laboratories in Ledbury, Eng- 
land. Still, NETCU was not satisfied with 
seeing AR activists locked up for four and 
a half years. 

They chose to charge campaigners associ- 
ated with Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty 
(SHAC) with "conspiracy to blackmail," an 
offense carrying up to 14 years in prison. In 
May 2007, police arrested 32 people in raids 
dubbed "Operation Achilles." Since then, 
15 people were charged with "conspiracy" 
and are being tried in two separate trials, of 
which this was the first. 

The charges relate to six years of con- 
certed campaigning against HLS, the largest 
contract testing laboratory in Europe. The 
defendants included people who Had been 
involved in SHAC from the outset. Two of 
the defendants, Gerrah Selby and Dan Wad- 
ham, had been in their early teens and were 
only involved for a short time. 

SHAC, an international group calling 
for the closure of HLS, has been painted 
by the police and the press as a "crimi- 
nal organization," duping members of the 
public who are concerned with animal 
abuse into donating their money to fur- 
ther "a campaign of blackmail." In reality, 
SHAC's activities have been overwhelm- 
ingly lawful. The campaign publishes in- 
formation about animal abuse inside HLS 
labs, reports campaigning activities, and 
issues action alerts calling on supporters 
to write polite letters to companies work- 
ing with HLS and ask them to desist. If 




touching the dike. As is obvious, - your concerns about an activity 
though, this is a very different to the public. For example, only 
scenario from the situation of when using the necessity defense 
protesters getting arrested in a can you inform the court of all of 
Civil Disobediance action. the problems such a power plant 

It is usually difficult to get a will cause, 
jury or judge to consider this You used the necessity defense 
and then find that the neces- to its fullest at your trial by 
sity defense applies in an envi- bringing in many environmen- 
ronmental protest case, because tal experts to teach the jury and 
courts tend to find that if the the media about the enormous 
activity was legally sanctioned, use of water, volume of^carbon- 
it could not have been harmful dioxide emissions, impact of 
in the first place. Juries might injected waste water and nu- 
also find that if the person put merous other harms caused by 
themsejves in^a position^ where FPL. Your concerns were .heard 
the law, or if no human's immi- then got written in the newspa- 
nent death or serious physical pers and distributed to a much 
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Dear Earth First! Lawyer, 

Recently, activists on trial for trying to stop Florida Power and Light 
(FPL) from building a monstrous power plant in the heart of the Ever- 
glades used the necessity defense at trial. It did not work. Before then, we 
didn't really know that such a thing even existed. Now that we do, some 
questions have arisen. For example, what environmental situations would 
create a necessity defense? Does the necessity defense vary from state to 
state? Also, how are jury instructions for such cases determined? Is there 
a way to research these cases where there is a need for defense obviously 
present, and then move into attack mode? 

— Marge Douglas 


by Stu Sugarman 

Dear Ms. Douglas, 

As a former biologist for Ever- 
glades National Park, I passion- 
ately support your efforts to 
protect the unique Everglades 
from further destruction at 
the hands of FPL. Every state 
in the US adopted the neces- 
sity defense — or choice of evils 
law — from England. Since then, 
states have generally tweaked 
the necessity defense through 
their own judge-made laws 
(decided in individual cases) 
or through their legislatures in 
the form of statutes. 

Florida's .law, as is generally 
the case in other states* is very 
similar to the law developed by 
a judge in England in 1551 in 
Reninger v. Fagossa. According to 
legal scholars Wayne LaFave and 
Austin Scott, the defense can be 
summarized as a recognition that 
a situation "may confront a person 
in an emergency with a choice 
of two evils: either [she] may 
violate the literal terms of the 
criminal law and, thus, produce 
a harmful result, or [she] may 
comply with those terms and, 
thus, produce a greater, equal or 
lesser amount of harm. For rea- 
sons of social policy, if the harm 
which will result from compli- 
ance with the law is greater than 
that which will result from the 
violation of it, [she] is by virtue 
of the defense of necessity justi- 
fied in violating it." 

According to the Fourth Dis- 
trict Court of Appeals in McCoy 
v. Florida, Florida's necessity de- 
fense requires that: 1) the defen- 
dant reasonably believed that his 
action was necessary to avoid an 
imminent threat of death or se ; 
others, 2) the defendant did not 
intentionally or recklessly place 


himself in a situation in which 
it would be probable that he 
would be forced to choose the 
criminal conduct, 3) there ex- 
isted no other adequate means 
to avoid the threatened harm 
except the criminal conduct, 4) 
the harm sought to be avoided 
was more egregious than the 
criminal conduct perpetrated to 
avoid it, and 5) the defendant 
ceased the criminal conduct as 
soon as the necessity or appar- 
ent necessity for it ended. 

Each of our 50 states and the 
federal government has its own 
set of rules, and each is likely 
to be at least slightly different 
from any other state. Still, they 


injury was threatened, the ne- 
cessity defense would not apply 
(see McCoy v. Florida's first and 
second prongs above). Other 
problems are that the harm 
might not be seen as imminent 
or direct enough (two points the 
prosecutor in your case report- 
edly made). I think these prob- 
lems are hard to avoid, given the 
nature of your action. So, shop- 
ping for the right environmental 
situation upon which to protect 
might not be the best strategy, t 
Maybe, then, the right strategy 
is to look at it from the opposite 
perspective: What is the best fo- 
rum in which to sell the necessity 
defense successfully to the judge 


probably do not stray far from and jury? First, you would prefer 
the criteria I provide above. I a jurisdiction (like, say, another 


regret that I am unable to pro- 
vide you with any rankings 
about what states have the 
strongest or weakest necessity 
defense law. 

The classic environmental situ- 
ation that would work perfectly 
for the necessity defense is the 
Dutch girl who puts her finger 
in the dike to prevent the town 
from flooding, even though 
the law prevented anyone from 


state) that has a more favorable 
law on necessity defense. Then, 
you might want to aim your ac- 
tion to take place where you're 
more likely to get environmen- 
tally sensitive jury members or 
judges. This usually means head- 
ing to a lefty urban area. 

Even though I do not think it 
is the best strategy if you plan to 
win a case, the necessity defense 
is a great tool to communicate 


though, this is a very different 
scenario from the situation of 
protesters getting arrested in a 
Civil Disobediance action. 

It is usually difficult to get a 
jury or judge to consider this 
and then find that the neces- 
sity defense applies in an envi- 
ronmental protest case, because 
courts tend to find that if the 
activity was legally sanctioned, 
it could not have been harmful 
in the first place. Juries might 
also find that if the person put 
themsejves in^a position^ where 
the law, or if no human's immi- 
nent death or serious physical 
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wider audience. Just for the sake 
of educating the public, then, the 
necessity defense can be the cor- 
rect choice for trial strategy. Edu- 
cating the public can turn out 
to be the best long-term strategy 
of all, even if the defendants get 
convicted along the way. 

Jury instructions must pre- 
cisely instruct the jury on the 
law of the necessity defense. So 
in Florida, the jury instruction 
of the elements of the neces- 
sity defense would closely re- 
semble the holding of McCoy 
v. Florida, provided above. The 
jury instruction would also in- 
clude other elements the state 
must prove — such as the date, 
the state and the county the 
act took place in — in order to 
prove jurisdiction, venue and 
that the prosecution took place 
in a timely manner. 

The necessity defense is an 
excellent way to communicate 
to the court the damage we're 
doing to the Earth and the need 
to stop that damage. It also is a 
great tool to make yourself hu- 
man to a jury by explaining your 
passion and your broad concern 
for our world's common good. I 
have indeed seen defendants us- 
ing it obtain not-guilty verdicts 
across the board. However, it's 
best use for trial victory is not 
for the purpose of obtaining an 
airtight defense when your ac- 
tion was planned, rather than 
an emergency forced at the spur 
of the moment by something 
beyond your control. Still, that 
shouldn't stop you from us- 
ing a combination of strate- 
gies— along with necessity — to 
achieve victory at trial. 

Do you have a legal ques- 
tion? Contact Stu Sugarman, 
write "Dear EF! Lawyer" in the 
subject line. 
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Prisoners in the Struggl 

Support Them! 


The following list is a small sample of the total number of political prisoners and prisoner support 
groups worldwide. Regulations for mail sent to prisotiers vary according to individual prisons. Before 
sending monetary donations, stamps, books or packages, ask prisoners what the regulations are. .As- 
sume that the authorities read everything you write to a prisoner. When prisoners are awaiting trial 
or sentencing, it is best not to discuss their cases or related topics with them. Although some prison- 
ers are listed together, they must be written to separately. Prisoners can obtain' a discounted sub- 
scription to the EF! journal by sending a book of 10 42c stamps to POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702. 
Individuals who want to sponsor a prisoner's subscription should send $20 to the same address. 


Prisoner and Legal Updates 
•Dan Amos, VN7818, HMP Winchester, 
Romsey Rd, Winchester, S022 5DF, UK. Amos 
was sentanced to four years for conspiracy to 
blackmail people linked to Huntingdon Life 
Sciences (HLS). For more information, visit 
www.myspace.com/supportdan. 

•Gregg Avery, TA7450, HMP Coldingley, 
Shaftesbury Road, Bisley, Woking, Surrey GU24 
9EX, UK. Avery was sentenced to nine years for 
conspiracy to blackmail people linked to HLS. 
For more information, visit www.myspace. 
com/shacukprisonersupport. 

•Mel Broughton, TN9138, HMP Woodhill, 
Tattenhoe St, Milton Keynes, Buckingham- 
shire, MK4 4DA, UK. was sentanced to ten 
years for conspiracy to commit arson in con- 
nection with the campaign against Oxford 
University's primate lab. For more informa- 
tion, visit www.myspace.com/supportmel. 

•Natasha Avery, NR8987, HMP Bronze- 
field, Woodthorpe Rd, Ashford, Middlesex, 
TW15 3JZ, UK. Avery was sentanced to nine 
years for conspiracy to blackmail people 
linked to HLS. For more information, visit 
www.myspace.com/shacukprisonersupport. 

•Byron Shane of Chubbock© Clan, 
#07909051, FCI Talladega, POB 1000, Talladega, 
Alabama , North America. Moved to theabove 
address. Serving 80 years for aggravated assault 
of federal agents, escape and bank robbery. 
"Oso Blanco" funneled money that he stole 
from banks to the Zapatista Army of National 
Liberation in Mexico. 

•Jacob Conroy, #93501-011, FCI Terminal 
Island, Federal Correctional Institution, POB 
3007, San Pedro, CA 90731, USA. Moved to 
the above address. Conroy is serving four 
years for conspiracy charges stemming from 
his work with Stop Huntingdon Animal 
Cruelty (SHAC). For more information, visit 
www.supportjake.org. 

•Rodney Coronado, has been released to 
a halfway house in Michigan. He was serv- 
ing one year for distribution of informa- 
tion related to the assembly of explosives 
and weapons of mass destruction. 

•Marie Mason, Clinton County Jail, 1347 
E Townsend Rd, St Johns, MI 48879, USA. 
Mason was sentanced to 21 years and 10 
months for committing arson, aggravate*^ 
arson and conspiracy to commit arson in 
connection with a series of Earth Liberation 
Front (ELF) actions against genetic engineer- 
ing and development. For more information, 


»r,nc ivicuaviu, ozuy-uy/, Victor- 
ville Medium I, POB 5300, Adelanto, CA 
92301, USA. Moved to medium security I 
facility. Serving 19.5 years for conspiracy 
to destroy the US Forest Service's Institute 
of Forest Genetics, a cell-phone tower and 
power plants. For more information, visit 
www.supporteric.org. 

•Daniel McGowan, #63794-053, USP Mar- 
ion, POB 1000, Marion, IL 62959, USA. Re- 
turned to the above address. Serving seven 
years for ELF arsons at a lumber company 
and a hybrid poplar farm. For more informa- 
tion, visit www.supportdaniel.org. 

•Gavin Medd-Hall, WV9475, HMP Cold- 
ingley, Shaftesbury Road, Bisley, Woking, 
Surrey GU24 9EX, UK. Medd-Hall was sen- 
tenced to eight years in connection with 
the campaign against HLS. 


.•Heather Nicholson, VM4859, HMP 
Bronzefield, Woodthorpe Rd, Ashford, Middle- 
sex, TW15 3JZ, UK. Nicholson was sentenced 
to 11 years for conspiracy to blackmail people 
linked to HLS. For more information, visit 
www.myspace.com/shacukprisonersupport. 

•Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, USP Lewis- 
burg, POB 1000, Lewisburg, PA 17837, USA. 
Peltier was moved to USP Canaan, but has 
since returned to USP Lewisburg. Peltier, an 
American Indian Movement activist, is serv- 
ing life in prison after being framed for the 
deaths of two FBI agents killed during the 
1975 Pine Ridge siege. For more informa- 
tion, visit www.freepeltier.org. 

•Rev. Edward Pinkney was released on 
bond. Pinkney was serving three to 10 years 
for "threatening" a judge in court by quot- 
ing The Bible. He has been the cornerstone 
of a campaign to prevent a resort from be- 
ing built, in a park in low-income Benton 
Harbor, Michigan. 

•Andrew Stepanian was released to a half- 
way house in New York. He was serving three 
years for conspiracy charges stemming from 
his work with SHAC. For more information, 
visit www.andystepanian.com. 

•Dan Wadham, A5705AA HMP Camp 
Hill, Newport, Isle of Wight, PO30 5PB,UK. 
Wadham was sentenced to five years in con- 
nection with the campaign against HLS. 

Awaiting Trial or Sentencing 

•Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, SCI 
Greene, 175 Progress Dr, Waynesburg, 
PA 15370, USA. Awaiting resentencing 
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to either life in prison or death. Abu- 
Jamal, a politically active journalist. 


. ror more inrormauon, visit www. 
freemumia.org. 

•Dean Cain, WJ4309, and Luke Steele, 
WJ4308, HMP Lincoln, Greetwell Rd, 
Lincoln, LN2 4BD, UK. Awaiting trial on 
three charges related to interfering with 
animal research on a rabbit farm. 

•Daniele Casalini, Casa Circondariale, 
Via Burla 59, 43100-Parma PR, Italy. Await- 
ing trial for allegedly using explosives to 
damage power lines. Casalini is a member 
of II Silvestre, an Italian eco-anarchist group 
and frequent target of state repression. 

•Julien Coupat, N° d'Ecrou 290173, 
42 Rue de la Sante, 75014 Paris, France. 
Awaiting trial on charges of sabotaging a 
high-speed train line in France. 

•Matt DePalma, Sherburne County Jail, 
13880 Highway 10, 13880 Business Center 


Dr, Elk River, MN 55330, USA. Plead guilty 
to unlawful possession of destructive devices 
at the RNC. He is awaiting sentencing. 

•Francesco Gioia, Casa Penale, Via Lamac- 
cio 1, 67039 Sulmona (Aq), Italy. Moved to 
the above address. Awaiting trial for alleg- 
edly using explosives to damage power lines. 
Gioia is a member of II Silvestre. 

•John Graham, Pennington County Jail, 
307 St Joseph Street, Rapid City, SD 57701, 
USA. Awaiting trial on murder charges. Gra- 
ham was framed by the FBI for the 1975 mur- 
der of fellow American Indian Movement 
(AIM) activist Anna Mae Pictou-Aquash. 

Animal Liberation 

•Jon Ablewhite, TB4885, and Kerry Whit- 
burn, TB4886, HMP Lowdham Grange, 
Lowdham, Nottingham, NG14 7DA, UK. 
Serving 12 years for conspiracy to blackmail 
a supplier of guinea pigs for vivisection. 

•Donald Currie, A3660AA, HMP 
Parkhurst, Clissold Rd, Newport, Isle of 
Wight, PO30 5NX, UK. Serving an "indefi- 
nite sentence" of at least six years — with 
no fixed release date or upper limit — for 
arson against targets linked to the vivisec- 
tion industry. - 

•Lauren Gazzola, #93497-01 1, FCI Danbury, 
Rte 37, Danbury, CT 06811, USA. Serving 4.5 
years for conspiracy charges stemming from 
her work with SHAC. For more information, 
visit www.supportlauren.com. 

•Joshua Harper, #29429-086, FCI Sheridan, 
POB 5000, Sheridan, OR 97378, USA. Serving 
three years for conspiracy charges stemming 
from his work with SHAC. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.joshharper.org. 

•Sean Kirtley, WC6977, HMP Stafford, 54 
Gaol Rd, Stafford, T16 3AW, UK. Serving 4.5 
years for organizing legal dem onstrations 
against Sequani, an animal-testing company. 
For more information, visit supportsean. 
wordpress.com. 

•Kevin Kjonaas, #93502-011, Unit I, 
FCI Sandstone, POB 1000, Sandstone, MN 
55072, USA. Serving six years for conspir- 
acy charges stemming from his work with 
SHAC. For more information, visit www. 
supportkevin.com. 

•John Smith, TB4887, HMP Lindholme, 
Bawtry Road, Hatfield Woodhouse, Don- 
caster, DN7 6EE, UK. Serving 12 years for at- 
tempting to blackmail a farmer who supplied 
guinea pigs for vivisection. 


TW15 3JZ, UK. Serving 15 months for bur- 
glary charges after rescuing an abused beagle 
from a dangerous home and nine additional 
months from a prior suspended sentence for 
rescuing more than 100 animals from a pet 
breeder who was later prosecuted for animal 
abuse. For more information, visit www. 
myspace.com/supportsarah. 

Ecodefense 

•Tre Arrow, 70936-065, FCI Herlong, 
POB 800, Herlong, CA 96113, USA. Serv- 
ing 6.5 years for two counts of arson for 
burning logging trucks, and s a sand and 
gravel company's vehicles. Under a plea 
agreement, Arrow will receive credit for 
time served since March 2004 in Canadian 
and US jails, leaving less than two years in 


Page 28 Earth First! Eostar 2009 





Leonard's attorneys are trying him in Marion and told him to Betty Peltier-Solano is Leonard 
by Betty 1 eltier-oolano to get calls into him now. assassinate Leonard had come Peltier's sister and the executive 

I am so outraged 1 My brother This attack on Leonard came to Houston and told him that coordinator of the Leonard Peltier 

Leonard was severely beaten upon on the heels of the FBI's recent he had better stay away from Defense Offense Committee. 

his arrival at the Canaan Federal letter, prompting this attack by Leonard or have anything to 

Penitentiary. When he went into FBI supporters as an attempt to do with him. 

population after his transfer, some discredit Leonard as a model We are aware that the FBI 
inmates assaulted him. prisoner. Anyone who has been is .actively seeking support for 

The severity of his injuries that in the prison system knows well 
he suffered were numerous blows that if you refuse to name your at- 
to his head and body, receiving a tackers or file charges 
large bump on. his head, possi- against them,, you jg 

bly a concussion, and numerous lose your status as 
bruises. Also, one of his fingers a victim and/or are jflgBn 
is swollen and discolored, and given 
he has pain in his chest and your 
ribcage. There was blood every- and 
where from his injuries. perpe 

We feel that prison authorities It i 
at the prompting of the FBI or- mon- 
chestrated this attack and thus, 
we are greatly concerned about 
his safety. It may be that the at- 
tackers, whom Leonard did not 
even know, were offered reduced 
sentences for carrying out this 
heinous assault. Since Leonard 
is up for parole soon, this could 
be a conspiracy to discredit a 
model prisoner. 

He was placed in solitary 
confinement and only given 
one meal. This is generally 
done when you won't name 
your attackers. Incidentally, 
being only given one, meal se- 
riously jeopardizes his health 
because of his diabetes. Prison 
officials refuse to release any 
information to our family, but 
they need to hear from his sup- 
porters to protect his safety, as 
does President Barack Obama. 


Editors' Note: In early February, 
Leonard was moved back to Lewis- 
burg, the penitentiary where he was 
the continued imprisonment previously held. On his return ; he 
of Leonard and also seeking received assurances from other in- 
support from na- mates that he is now safe. Because 
iw five people. So, the Bureau of Prisons can't seem to 

please be aware, protect him, Leonard is demanding 
ffi and keep Leonard to be handed over to the nation of 

. in your prayers. Turtle Island. 
rlS- The FBI is appar- In Leonard's words, "I am angry 
ently afraid of the that many of my friends have died 
impact we are hav- in assuring my survival while I've 
ing. If they will set been in prison. All of the men who 
Leonard up to blein- were involved in my escape at Lom- 
ish his record just before a parole poc died mysteriously soon after: 
hearing, what will they do when Dallas Thundershield at Lompoc; 
it looks like his freedom will be- Bobby Garcia at Terre Haute; Rocky 
come a reality? We need to make Duenas, whose body was never re- 
in 1978, they sure that nothing happens to covered; and Standing Deer, who 
to assassinate him again! gave away his life when he revealed 

nother Indian . Please write the president, the assassination plot against me. 
so at Marion and send it priority or regis- He lived under the shadow of death 
rrd. However, tered mail. Send an email to for years, waiting to be killed for 
ose to reveal www.change.gov, or email defying the government, until he- 
ad instead of President Obama directly. Call was eventually paroled to Texas. He 
xchangefora your congressional represen- was murdered soon after the same 
tatives and write letters — not person who contracted him to have 
Deer was re- emails — to them. Do what you me assassinated warned him about 
le joined, the can to get the word out to in- his involvement with my campaign. 
eltier Defense" sure that Leonard is receiving Surviving this attack [at Canaan] 
board mem- adequate medical attention for brought back memories of those 
t to speak on his injuries. losses.... It is with tears of more 

rntil his mur- I am asking you, supporters gratitude in my eyes and in my heart 
. Prior to his of Leonard and advocates of that no one died this time. I don't 
Deer confided justice, for help. I don't know ever want to lose another brother in 
and associates what else to do. Please help! protecting me; a human life is pre- 
n who visited Thank you. cious and important." 


his sentence. For more information, visit meat-packing plant. For more information, ‘William Phillips Africa, #AM4984, 
www.trearrow.org. visitwww.supportjonathan.org. and Delbert Orr Africa, #AM4985, SCI 

•Grant Barnes, #137563, San Carlos ‘Michael Sykes, #696693, Handlon Correc- Dallas, Follies Rd, Drawer K, Dallas, PA 
Correctional Facility, POB 3, Pueblo, CO tional Facility, 1 728 W Bluewater Hwy, Ionia, 18612, USA. 

81002, USA. Serving 12 years for the ELF MI 48846, USA. Serving four to 10 years for - 

arson of SUVs. For more information, visit the arson of two newly constructed condo- Other Political Prisoners 

grantbarnes.wordpress.com. miniums, trying to chop down an 80-foot ‘Fran Thompson, #1090915 HU 1C, 

•Nathan "Exile" Block, #36359-086, FCI utility pole and attempting to chisel through WERDCC, POB 300, 1101 E Hwy 54, Van- 
Lompoc, 3600 Guard Rd, Lompoc, CA cement in his jail cell. For more information, dalia, MO 63382-0300, USA. Before receiv- 
93436, USA. Serving nearly eight years for visitsupportmichael.wordpress.com. . ing a life sentence in the early 1990s for 

ELF arsons at an SUV dealership and a hy- ‘Briana Waters, #36432-086, FCI Danbury, shooting a stalker in self-defense, Thomp- 
brid poplar farm. Route 37, Danbury, CT 06811, USA. Serving son was active' in animal rights and envi- 

•Marco Camenisch, Postfach 3143, six years for the.ELF arson of the University of ronmental campaigns. 

CH-8105 Regensdorf, Switzerland. Serv- Washington's Center for Urban Horticulture. ‘Helen Woodson, #03231-045, FMC Car- 
ing 18 years for using explosives to tar- Waters insists she was not involved. For more swell, Admin Max Unit, POB 27137, Ft. 
get nuclear facility power lines and for information, visit www.supportbriana.org. Worth, TX 76127, USA. Serving nearly nine 

the alleged murder of a Swiss border ‘Joyanna "Sadie" Zacher, #36360-086, FCI years for violating her parole by dump- 

guard. Camenisch reads French, Ger- Dublin, Camp Parks, Unit E, 5701 8th St, ing a cup of red paint over the security 
man, Spanish and Italian fluently, as Dublin, CA 94568, USA. Serving nearly eight apparatus of a federal court and making 
well as some English. __ years for ELF arsons at an SUV dealership warnings ("threats") of weapons of mass 

•Jeffrey "Free" Luers, #13797671, Co- and a hybrid poplar farm. destruction. In 2004, Woodson completed 

lumbia River Correctional Institution, 20 years for disarming a Minuteman II 

9111 NE Sunderland Ave, Portland, OR MOVE missile silo with a jackhammer, mailing 

97211, USA. Serving 10 years for arson at The MOVE 9, members of an eco-revolutionary warning letters with bullets inside to of- 
a car dealership and attempted arsqn of group, were framed for the murder of a cop and ficials, and robbing a bank and burning 
an oil truck. For more information, visit sentenced to 30-100 years each. For more infor- the money. 
www.freefreenow.org. mation, visit www.onamove.com. 

•Olga Aleksandrovna Nevskaya, UU163/5, »Debbie Sims Africa, #006307, Janet Hollo- Prisoner Support Groups 
7 Otryad, pos. Dzerzhinskiy, Mozhaysk way Africa, #006308, and Janine Phillips Africa, •Earth Liberation Prisoners Support Network, 
140090 Moskovskaya oblast, Russia. Eco- #006309, SCI Cambridge Springs, 451 Fullerton elp4321@hotmail.com; www.spiritoffreedom. 
activist serving six years for arson, criminal Ave, Cambridge Springs, PA 16403, USA. org.uk. 

damage and causing explosions in protest of ‘Michael Davis Africa, #AM4973, and ‘National Jericho Movement, POB 
the war in Chechnya. Charles Sims Africa, #AM4975, SCI Grater- 1272, New York, NY 10013, USA; www. 

•Jonathan Paul, #07167-085, FCI Phoenix, ford, POB 244, Graterford, PA 19426, USA. thejerichomovement.com. 

37910 N 45th Ave, Phoenix, AZ 85086, USA. ‘Edward Goodman Africa, #AM4974, ‘North American Earth Liberation Prison- 
Serving 4.25 years for the Animal Liberation SCI Mahanoy, 301 Morea Rd, Frackville, PA ers Support Network, naelpsn@mutualaid. 
Front/ELF arson of a horse slaughterhouse and 17932, USA. org; www.ecoprisbners.org. 
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HAVE A GLOBAL 
WARMING DAY! 



Wko's Yob Farmer? 


EQUAL RIGHTS 
FOR ALL SPECIES 


NATURE BATS LAST 


The Earth First! Journal is seek- 
ing a new editor with journalism 
experience. It could be you! If you 
are interestested or would like 
more information, contact us at 
collcctivc@carthfirstjournal.org. 


Stickers. Buttons. 
T-shirts and More: 

w, peacesupplies.orc 


"I spent a year in the Northwoods of Wisconsin at an 
outdoor school. It was not a survival school, because I 
died. I died to my old way of thinking. I died to being 
egocentric. I died to the pursuit of the civilized lifeway. 
I became alive to many other things — became alive to 
the Circle . I became alive to the native lifeway. I became 
alive to the connectedness of all things. I became alive 
to trusting, being and the now. My heart is full. I have 
much to share, more than words can say." 

— Coyote Three Feathers aka John Herron 
(Wilderness Guide Program 2004-2005) 

COULD AYEAR IN THE WILDERNESS DO THIS FOR YOU? 
www.teachingdrutn.oxg 

(715) 546-2944 
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action movement. Originally founded in 
2000 , the NAEIFPO exists to report on 


Name 

Address 

City, State, Zip+4 _ 

Tel. 

Email 


.Country. 


O $500 Lifetime Subscription O HO Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 
O $25 Regular Rate ($22 low income) O $50 Air Mail, International 
O $40 First Class (US $, no foreign checks) 

O $40 Anonymous Envelope 

O $75 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate $ DONATION 


Mail: Earth F irst! Journal-subscriptions 

POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 
Online: www.earthfirstjournal.org 


Credit Card Orders circle one: Visa / MC 
# Exp. date 




you into inactivity. The e 



j elfpressoffice.org 
learthliberation.nefi 
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AUS T R ALI A 
EF! Australia 

POB 1270, Albany, WA, 6330, Australia 

efoz@earthfirst.org.au 

EF! OZ-Jervis Bay - 

POB 295, Nowra, NSW, 2541, Australia 

BELGIUM 

EF! Belgium Support Group 
belgium2005@groenfront . be 
GroenFront! Belgium 
2007@groenfront.be; www.groenfront.be 


www.savingiceland.org 
NETHERLANDS ' _ 

ASEED Europe 

Plantage Doklaan 12A, 1018 CM, 

Amsterdam, Netherlands 

31-20-668-2236; info@aseed.net 

GroenFront! Netherlands 

POB 85069, 3508 AB Utrecht, Netherlands 

2007@groenfront.nl; www.groenfront.nl 

NIGERIA 

Environmental Rescue International 
20 Dawson Rd, by Forestry junction, 

Benin City, Nigeria 

environmentalrescue@yahoo.co.uk 

RUSSIA 

Ecodefense! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad, 236000, Russia 

0112-44-84-43 

SOUTH KOREA 

Green Korea United 

1 10-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg 

136-56 Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu 

Seoul, South Korea 

82-2-747-8500; greenkorea@greenkorea.org 


EF! Action Update 

12 London Rd, Brighton, BN1 4JA, UK 

mail@actionupdate.org.uk , 

Leeds EP. c/o CRC 

16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds, LS7 3HB, UK 
0113-262-9365; leedsef@ukf.net 
London EF! 

84B Whitechapel High St, London, El 0, UK 

eflondon@ziplip.com 

London Rising Tide 

62 Fieldgate St, London, El 1ES, UK 

0770-879-4665; london@risingtide.org.uk 

Manchester EF! 

22A Beswick St, Manchester, M4 7HS, UK 
mancef@nematode.freeserve.co.uk 
Road Block 

POB 164, Totnes, TQ9 SWX, UK 

020-7729-6973; office@roadblock.org.uk 

GERMANY 

EF! Germany 

green.rage@web.de 

ICELAND 

Saving Iceland 

savinglceland@riseup.net 


CANADA 


ElahoEF! 
earth_first@resist.ca 
Ottawa EF! 

ottawaearthfirst@resist.ca 


CZECH REPURl ic 


Car Busters 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10, Czech Republic 
420-274-810-849; info@carbusters.org 
HER 

An Talamh Glas (Green Earth) 

atgblue@yahoo.com 

ENGLAND 


Some of the benefits of being listed in the EF! directory include: exposure for local and regional campaigns, free advertising 
space in the Journal; merchandise discounts; and bulk copies of the Journal for the price of postage. For more information, 
contact the EF! Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, A Z 85702; (520) 620-6900; collective@earthfirstjournal.org. 
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ARIZONA 
Catalyst Infoshop 

109 N McCormick St, Prescott, AZ 86301 

(928) 443-8525; info@catalystinfoshop.org 

Chuk'shon EF! 

chukshonef@riseup.net 

www.chukshonef.wordpress.com 

Flagstaff Activist Network 

POB 911, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 

info@flagstaffactivist.org 

ARKANSAS 

Arkansas EF! 

arkansasearthfirst@gmail.com 

CALIFORNIA 

ACT UP! San Francisco 

1884 Market St, San Francisco, CA 94102 

(415) 864-6686; actupsf@hotmail.com 

Free Mind Media 

546 Pacific Ave, Santa Rosa, CA 95404 

info@freemindmedia.org 

Healeth EF! 

POB 720327, Redding, CA 96099 

'(530) 241-1007 

Long Haul Infoshop 

3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 

(510) 540-0751; slingshot@tao.ca 

North Coast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518; (707) 822-1513 
Santa Cruz EF! 
cruzef@cruzio.com 
Sierra Nevada EF! 

935 F St, Fresno, CA 93706 

collective@sienarievadaearthfirst.org 

smartMeme Strategy & Training Project 

2940 16th St #216, San Francisco, CA 94103 

info@smartmeme .com 

COLORADO 

Denver EF! 

colorado_earthfirst@riseup.net 

Wilderness Study Group 

University of Colorado, Campus Box 207, 

Boulder, CO 80309 

wsg@colorado.edu 

CONNECT I CUT 

Environmental Library Fund 
25 Newtown Tpke, Weston, CT 06883 
(203) 227-2065; remyc@prodigy.net 
FLORIDA 

Central Florida EF! 
centralfloridaearthfirst@gmail.com 
Everglades EF! 

822 N C St, Lake Worth, FL 33460 

(561) 588-9666; evergladesearthfirst@gmail.com 

Gulf Coast Lowlands EF! 

(727) 688-5901; grommit770@gmail.com 
GEORGIA 

Species Traitor/Black and Green Press 

POB 81303, Athens, GA 30608 

primalwai@gmail.com 

ILLINOIS 

Chicago EF! 

1 740 W Greenleaf Ave, Chicago, IL 60626 

(773) 465-7774 

IOWA 

Des Moines EF! 

c/o Crimethlnc. Neighborhood Watch 
POB 41416, Des Moines, IA 50311 
INDIANA 

Boxcar Books & Community Center 


310A S Washington St, Bloomington, IN 47401 
(812) 339-8710; boxcar@boxcarbooks.org 
Roadblock EF! 
roadblockef@yahoo.com 
KANSAS 

Solidarity! Radical Library 
1109 Massachusetts St, Lawrence, KS 66044 
(785) 865-1374 
MAINE 
Maine EF! 

POB 1072, Belfast, ME 04915 

maineef@yahoo.com 

Native Forest Network 

nfnmaine@gmail.com 

Penobscot Bay Watch-Gulf of Maine 

POB 1871, Rockland, ME 04841 

penbay@justice.com 

People's Free Space 

POB 4875, Portland, ME 04112 

info@peoplesfreespace.org 

MARYLAND 

Potomac EF! 

c/o Peace Resource Center, 

4 E Church St, Frederick, MD 21701 
potomacearthfirst@gmail.com 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Mass Direct Action 
POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 
info@massdifettactibri.org 
MINNESOTA 
Church of Deep Ecology 
POB 16075, St Paul, MN 55116 
Contact@churchofdeepecology.org ; - 
Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55405 
paarise@mtn.org 
MISSOURI 

Confluence/Community Arts & Media Project 
POB 63232, Saint Louis, MO 63163 
(314) 776-1721; confluence@lists.indymedia.org 
MONT ANA 

Buffalo Field Campaign 

POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758 

(406) 646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies.org 

Wild Rockies EF! 

odinswyrd@yahoo.com 

NEBRASKA 

EF! Nebraska 

205 N Meats St, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458; buffalobmce@panhandle.net 
NEW YORK 
Central New York EF! 

POB 35463, Syracuse, NY 13235 
(585) 802-8330; cnyearthfirst@riseup.net 
Wetlands Activism Collective 
POB 344, New York, NY 10108 . 

(201) 928-2831; activism@wetlands'-preserve.org 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Croatan EF! 

2419 Mayview St, Raleigh, NC 27607 
croatanearthfirst@gmail.com 
Katuah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
Rising Tide Asheville 
risingtide@mountainiebel.net 
OHIO 

HokHokken EF! 

info@eastemforestdefense.org 

The Wire: A Community Resource Center 
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OREGON 

Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project 

27803 Williams Ln, Fossil, OR 97830 

Cascadia EFl-Eugene 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 

Cascadia EFl-Portland 

POB 11662, Portland, OR 97217 

cascadia_ef@riseup.net 

Green Anarchy 

POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 

collective@greenanarchy.org 

PENNSYLVANIA 

EF! Philly 

earthfirstphilly@riseup.net 
RHODE ISLAND 
Ocean State EF! 
oceanstate_ef@riseup.net 
TENNESSEE 
Three Rivers EF! 

POB 16309, Knoxville, TN 37996 
annebonnylives@yahoo.com 
TEXAS 
Lone Star EF! 

lonestaref@gmail.com; www.huntsab.org/lonestaref.htm 
UTAH 

Wild Wasatch EF! 

8790 W 25800 N, Portage, UT 84331 

(435)866-2137 

VERMONT 

Save the Corporations From Themselves 
169 Main St, Bfattleboro, VT 05301 
(802) 254-4847; corpsave@sover.net 
VIRGINIA 

Blue Ridge Earth First! 

blueridgeef@yahoo.com 

WASHINGTON 

The Evergreen State College 

Environmental Resource Center 

2700 Evergreen Pkwy NW, Cab 320, 

Olympia, WA 98505 

(360) 867-6784; erc@riseup.net 

The Last Wizards 

james@lastwizards.com 

WISCONSIN 

Madison EF!/Infoshop 

1019 Williamson St #B, Madison, W1 53703 

(608) 262-9036 

WYOMING 

Teewinot EF! 

POB 1329, Jackson, WY 83001 


PROJECTS 6 


CAMPAIGNS 


EF! Direct Action Fund 

POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 

(925) 376-7329 

Rising Tide North America 

POB 11664, Portland, OR 97211 

(202) 657-6772; www.risingtidenorthamerica.org 

Root Force 

POB 1302, Tucson, AZ 85702 
info@rootforce.org 
Warrior Poets Society 
POB 14501, Berkeley, CA 94712 
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Exploring 

the New 
Wilderness Act 


A sequoia grove highlighted in the new Wilderness Act 


Oakland EF!er 

Critically Wounded in Palestine 


BY A'lTILA 


After years of banging their heads against a wall, wilderness pro- 
tection groups finally got a huge break. The Omnibus Public Lands 
Management Act of 2009 became law in March. This one bill des- 
* ignated as much wilderness as had been designated over the past 
eight years, adding two million acres to the Wilderness System. It 
doubled the amount of rivers with Wild and Scenic designation!. 
It even included the Eagle Creek wilderness, a place that Earth 
First! successfully defended. 

During the early 1980s, some EFlers were dedicated exclusively to 
increasing wilderness designation on public lands. (The idea that 
EF! only did wilderness defense is a myth we perpetuate, as there 
were also folks fighting the World Bank and pressuring fast food 
restaurants to stop using rainforest beef during the 1980s). To the 
wilderness folks, this is a huge success. Still, this bill repre's^nty-pstt 
of the reason why EF! may have shifted focus as a movement. 

While there are important wilderness designations in West Vir- 
ginia, Michigan and Virginia, representation of ecosystems in the 
Great Plains and much of the Deep South is absent. Even Dave 
Foreman, noted for emphasizing the importance of Wilderness 
designation, criticized the Wilderness System for protecting only 
"ice and rocks" (and I would add "mud"), instead of protecting a 
diversity of ecosystems with more complex biological communities. 
The Wilderness System, the public lands set aside by Congress in 
National Forests, National Parks and other federal areas, tends to 
protect the lands in the West that industrial profiteers can't find a 
use for. This act does much better in that it protects a lot of biodi- 
verse primal and second-growth forests. Still, the Wilderness Sys- 
tem lacks major representation of grasslands, which at one point 
made up a third of the US. 

i continued on page 23 


march of the town's residents (joined 
by Israeli and international activists) 
who attempted to march onto their 
own lands in the vicinity of the wall. 
Contrary to previous demonstrations, 
protesters managed to reach the road 
on which the wall is being built and 
even cause damage to parts of the ra- 
zor-wire protecting the site, as well as 
to the newly erected fence segments. 
Israeli troops dispersed demonstrators 
by using large amounts of teargas and 
rubber-coated steel bullets, driving ev- 
eryone back into the town. Soldiers 
followed the retreating crowd and shot 
concussion grenades, teargas canisters, 
rubber-coated steel bullets and even 
live ammunition into Ni'lin. 

It is not surprising that Tristan was 
in Ni'lin. He has been active in the 
global justice movement for more 
than a decade. He has attended anti- 
globalization protests in many nations 
and saw Iraq first hand, where he trav- 
eled with a circus, cheering up kids in 
the war-torn country after the -US inva- 
sion. After visiting many countries in 
the Middle East, Tristan was eager to 
go to Palestine and stand with the peo- 
ple there. He was especially concerned 
about the Israeli apartheid wall being 
built in the West Bank. 

Tristan is also a guardian of the Earth 
closer to home. He went to his first 
Round River Rendezvous in 1995. Soon 
after, he became involved with the 
campaign to save Headwaters forest in 
Northern California. Throughout the 
1990s, he traveled with the mobile East 
Bay Food Not Bombs kitchen, which 
drew him to environmental, anti- 
nuclear and indigenous-rights camps at 
continued on page 21 


by Some of Tristan's Friends 


On March 13, Tristan Anderson was 
critically injured by Israeli troops dur- 
ing protests against Israel's expansion- 
ist wall in the West Bank community 
of Ni'lin. An Earth First!er based in 
Oakland, California, he was hit in the 
forehead by a new type of high-velocity, 
extended-range teargas projectile and 
taken to Tel Hashomer hospital, near 
Tel Aviv. The impact of the projectile 
caused numerous, condensed fractures 
to Tristan's forehead and right eye 
socket. Part of his right frontal lobe was 
penetrated by bone fragments and had 
to be removed. 

The Israeli government isTn the pro- 
cess of building a wall through the 
Palestinian-controlled West Bank that 
passes through Ni'lin. Like the wall as 
a whole, the Ni'lin segment is designed 
to strategically reduce the amount of 
land that would be accessible to its 
Palestinian population. In 1948, Ni'lin 
covered more than 14,000 acres. Now, 
Ni'lin is almost 2,500 acres, and after 
construction of this wall, it would 
of less than 1,900 acres. This is 
typical of the wall’s effect on commu- 
nities throughout the West Bank. In re- 
ise, people from Israel and around 
world have joined masses of Pal- 
estinians to protest, agitate and orga- 
nize against the wall. Since July, four 
Ni'lin have been killed 
by the Israli Defense Forces, including 
a 10-year-old. Both live ammunition 
and "non-Iethal," rubber-coated steel 
bullets were used in their deaths. 

Tristan was shot while taking pic- 
tures inside Ni'lin, several hours after 
the army initially attacked a protest 


photo by Tristan 
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are blown up to expose coal they wanted to take this action, 
seams. This process destroys frag- With the support of a singing 
ile mountain ecosystems, fills crowd, each participant fell to the 
valleys and streams with waste, ground, representing the deaths 
and leaves behind billions of caused by the coal industry. After 
gallons of toxic coal sludge that a few minutes, Knoxville police 
contaminates essential drinking informed the participants that 
water supplies for many cities in they were blocking the sidewalk 
Appalachia. and that they needed to remove 

"TVA is the epitome of what themselves from the area. All 14 
is wrong with electricity produc- people were arrested and cited 
tion and centralization of power, " for loitering, 
said Eric Blevins, an organizer The demonstration was part 
with Mountain Justice. "They of an escalating series of protests 
produce the most electricity, buy across the US calling for an end 
the most coal, have their own to the coal industry, including 

recent arrests in the Coal River 
Valley of West Virginia (see page 
8) and the Capitol Climate Ac- 
tion (see page 7). 

The next day, TVA police 
greeted students who visited the 
jy toxic-sludge spill site. The police 
provided an armed escort for the 
students. While the students of- 
fered no resistance, the police 
j|||jl§| later contacted their university, 
H/j 1 1 fyf J ll A saying that the students wore 

■ If m l-g. masks to hide their identities, 

HV W H M | and resisted and ran from the 
mgr police. This is the kind of heavy- 

w \ J | Mm k fl “ handed tactic^ that results from 
nn Em S | corporations like TVA having so 
much power. 

§" TVA's response to the Kings- 
ton spill has mirrored the reac- 
tions of the Soviet government 
testers driving the point home in Knoxville . . , , , ... . 

, to the Chernobyl meltdown and 

police force and are accountable Dow's treatment of the Bhopal 
to seemingly no one. They have disaster. It highlights the need 
destroyed and poisoned a com- to not only change the tech- 
munity, and we must put their nologies we use to create elec- 
crimes to an end." tricity but the power structures 

The demonstration began currently in place. Do we think 
with a rally in Knoxville's Mar- TVA will be a better manager 
ket Square, where organizers of wind farms than they have 
from United Mountain Defense, been of coal plants and mega- 
Mountain Justice and Three Riv- dams? It's time for Appalachia 
ers Earth First! spoke about coal's to break free of the neo-colonial 
cradle-to-grave impact on com- government that has robbed us 
munities in Appalachia and the of our culture, our mountains, 
surrounding area. The crowd our clean air and our living riv- 
then marched through down- ers. It's time for Appalachia to 
town Knoxville before ending at rise up! 

TVA's headquarters. At the end Mountain Justice is a move- 
of the march, people interested ment to stop the removal of 
in participating in civil disobedi- mountains and can be reached at 
ence gave a statement as to why truth@mountainjustice.org. 
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by Mountain Justice was responsible for three toxic 

A "die-in" in front of the Ten- spills; including the Kingston 
nessee Valley Authority (TVA)'s spill (see EF!J March-April 2009), 
headquarters resulted in the which dumped 1.6 billion gal- 
arrest of 14 individuals. Local Ions of heavy-metal-laden coal 
residents marched in Knoxville, ash waste over 400 acres. It's 

Tennessee, with dozens of activ- been called the worst environ- 
ists from across the US on March mental disaster in US history, 
14, ending with street theatre in disproving the energy industry's 
front of the headquarters. This recent "clean coal" push. One 
event was held in solidarity with spill was an intentional release 
communities affected by the de- of toxic substances and heavy 
structive impacts of mountain- metals into the Ocoee River, 
top removal coal mining and the "The massive toxic fly ash di- 
survivors of the recent coal ash saster is just one more reason 
disaster in Harriman, Tennessee. 

TVA is the classic example of a 
nightmare created by economic ' 
stimulus plans. TVA was set up JrA W 
during the Great Depression as MjfyS 
a federally owned corporation 

to exploit the rivers, mountains if£gjgi ^ | 

and people of the Cumberland 

Plateau. It is not only an elec- 

tricity provider, but also an eco- pH*' 

nomic development scheme, 

with jurisdiction over most of > ^ 4.1 t JW 

Tennessee, as well as parts of Ala- t .V VoL X 

bama, Mississippi and Kentucky. ** 

As a political entity, it can exer- , 

cise state powers like eminent 

domain, but it is unaccountable ’ ^ 

to the people that live under its 

rule. It has been used as a model H 

for "development" in the Third 

World, with the same tragic 

consequences. 

TVA is the largest electricity that coal is filthy. Coal fly ash, a 
provider in the country, the larg- byproduct of coal combustion, 
est purchaser of coal and the is an end result of the dirty 
fourth-largest producer of elec- life-cycle of coal," explained 
tricity from coal. Most of its coal Bonnie Swinford, a full-time 
plants were built 60 years ago, so volunteer for United Mountain 
they are especially dirty and in- Defense, "which often begins 
efficient. North Carolina success- with surface mining and moun- 
fully sued TVA to clean up three taintop removal, followed by a 
plants in Tennessee and one in washing process that produces 
Alabama, because the smoke coal toxin concentrate, known 
from these plants was destroying as slurry. Mountaintop removal 
the air quality within its borders, coal extraction has destroyed 

TVA operates massive hydro- almost 500 mountains’, and, 
electric dams that choke off the in addition to coal slurry, con- 
Tennessee and Cumberland Riv- tinues to destroy water sources 
ers, causing an extinction epi- across Appalachia." 
demic among freshwater fish and Mountaintop removal is the 


by United Mountain Defense 

On December 22, a toxic tsunami EH 
hit Roane County, Tennessee. One bil- HE 
lion, 600 million gallons of coal waste Hj 
flooded a residential area, the larg- |H 
est environmental disaster of its kind 9H 
in the US. The catastrophe occurred |H 
when an earthen dike at the Tennessee \H 
Valley Authority (TVA)'s Kingston Fos- |H 
sil plant collapsed and flooded a quiet, 
lakefront community. Toxic coal waste 
covered 400 acres of land and flooded H 
into tributaries of the Tennessee River, ■ 
the water supply for millions of people H 
living downstream in Alabama, Ten- §j| 
nessee and Kentucky. 

The coal ash at Kingston had been 
accumulating for half of a century. The 
mountain of waste covered more than 100 
acres and rose 65 feet into the air before the nonprofit organization dedicated to protect- 
earthen dam burst. The disaster covered sur- ing Tennessee's environment and commu- 
rounding land with up to 30 feet of sludge, nities, began working at the disaster site b> 
TVA first estimated that the disaster would engaging in door-to-door listening projects 
take four to six “weeks to clean up. Since this to understand the immediate needs of the 
time, the estimates have ranged from 10 community in the wake of the disaster. We 
years to never. learned that information about coal ash was 


Matt Landon, holding TVA accountable 
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Dear Shit Fer Brains 


8, with my final release date while making the selective difference in how the ad- There needs to be a clearly 
from the halfway house (or few very rich. Most prison- vocated action damages articulated difference be- 

home confinement) being ers are locked up for non- our Mother Earth. Again, I tween a parent and a 

December 4. By this com- violent "crimes." Despite was horrified at the blatant breeder. It is very irrespon- 

ing Winter solstice, I'll be the outrageous number justification to further in- sible and disappointing 

free from confinement! of people incarcerated in crease the already metasta- that Leah did not make 

I'll still have probation to this country (approaching sizing human population this distinction in the pro- 
deal with, but at least I'll three million), the crime on this bloated, besieged breeder article. Breeders 

be living away from the rate continues to increase, and dying planet. If people are the selfish individuals 

oppression and politics of Meanwhile, corporate and had stopped procreating that are sperm or egg do- 

this prison setting. Even government officials oper- back when I wrote that nors for the next genera- 

though I'm being released ate with impunity for the other letter, there would tion of human parasites, 

later than planned, I'm atrocious injustices they be 820,800,726 fewer hu- Parents are the brave in- 

extremely grateful I'm get- perpetuate. mans (and counting) on dividuals that take up the 

ting out. Many prisoners We have choices. We can the planet than there are role to try and raise those 

among me and beyond are put blind faith in political now. In 10 years, when humans that are already 

The longest night of not going to be home for leaders to save us from the there are another billion in this world and "try" to 

the year has passed. As we a very long time — some perils of our social, eco- humans, are you going to install an ethic that will 

move toward the light, not at all! Despite the nomic, environmental and print yet another section of produce the next genera- 

we are entering a new era. rampant dysfunction and political paradigms, or we rationalizations for selfish- tion of eco-defenders. You 

Many have a hope that oppression engulfing this can lead the way. We can ness? Les U. Knight: "The do not have to be a breeder 

Obama will bring forth place, it's still far better accept what media tells intentional creation of one to be a parent! This was to- 

some form of restoration than many other prisons us, or we can educate our- more of us by any couple tally lacking in the article, 

to these dilapidated po- (Beaumont, Abu Ghraib, selves and others to the anywhere can't be justified and the reason that I am 

litical and economic sys- Guantanamo, etc.). I ac- realities of what is' trains- in the light of the tens of so disappointed. Being 

terns. I see very much of knowledge my blessings, piring here and abroad, thousands of children who a parent is a noble pur- 

the same people, advisors and my heart goes out to We can obey and conform die from malnutrition each suit, while being a breeder 

and policies of previous all the prisoners every- to the dominant culture’s day and considering the should be discouraged 

administrations which where who are subjected to pressure, or we can create millions of species going by any means necessary, 

have brought about colos- far worse conditions than our own products and ser- extinct as a result of our Adoption is just one op- 

sal damage to the planet, what I'm experiencing. vices that contribute to the activities." Joe Fournier: tion for people who recog- 

people's rights and overall In case you are wondering overall health, fairness and "Anyone who has children nize the evils of breeding 
health, justice and free- where your tax dollars are benefit to all inhabitants of is just as guilty as Exxon but want to "try" and pass 

dom. If Obama really does being spent (besides fund- this precious planet. We for spilling oil in Alaska on their values. Unless you 

want to bring about posi- ing the wars, subsidizing are more than consum- and causing environmen- are so shallow and racist to 

tive change, will he be al- corporate interests, and sup- ers, and this planet is so tal destruction." Those insist on some little, white 

lowed? I pray the hearts porting the murder and pil- much more than a treasure who protest the hypocrisy baby, then adoption can 

and minds of those people laging of our animal friends chest from which to steal of environmentalists driv- essentially be free of any 

in positions of power will and planet), here is a small and exploit. The choice is ing cars must admit the monetary costs. With the 

be filled with that which demonstration of how this in our hands. We can be difficulty of living in this downturn in the economy, 

is utilitarian-based (and government puts ydur taxes the change we want to see country without doing so. the foster system is getting 

not greed-based). In the to good use. This place is in this world. We are the But where is the difficulty flooded with unwanted 

meantime, we have much filled with guys from Mex- voice beckoning the peo- in living without children? kids. Foster homes are 

to do. ico who were sentenced to pie around the world to There is no excuse or jus- essentially picking what 

My days are filled with five or six years for "illegal rise, unite and take action tification for committing kids they want and many 

music and writing. The re-entry." This government to protect the rights of all such a heinous act against are just falling through the 

mountains surrounding me thinks it's going to punish beings — for the sake of the this planet and its dwin- cracks as unwanted. If you 

stand in a brilliant grey and people into not coming into sanctity of life. dling nonhuman species, really want to make a dif- 

white. The snow around thiscountrybylockingthem In solidarity, namaste, For those who want to fererice, get involved with 

me glitters like billions of up, providing free room and — Tre mother a human, adoption the foster care system. Not 

crystals in the radiant sun. board, and giving them a PS: Please note, since Tre is a responsible and compas- only are you not contrib- 

Bright blue skies follow the job. There are plenty of pris- sent out this "update," he has sionate choice, giving a uting to overpopulation, 

snowstorms. Crows swoop oners who are not criminals been in solitary confinement, place to an already-existing you are making a huge dif- 

over my head and call out but are treated by the prison We have learned that his human, instead of creating ference in some kid's life 

their gratitude. Yesterday, a staff as something less than phone privileges have been a human for which there is th at is already here. The 

flock of huge, white geese humyn. There are many denied for at least two more no place. notion that if you only 

flew over us out in the rec- men and women through- months, which means he can — Joanne Cockerjll have one kid you are not 

reation yard. By the time out the prison system who now use all the extra love overpopulating the earth 

the Summer solstice is are innocent. Some were and light, good energy and Dear Sperm fer Brains, is just absurd. Unless the 

warming our bodies nicely, found guilty in court, de- positivity you might beam It is sad when an en- parents die the very second 
I'll be back in Stumptown spite their innocence; oth- his way.: We (his family) are vironmental magazine the kid is born, there could 

(Portland)! I Was supposed ers pled guilty because they certain he is strong, and will publishes an article that be decades of a population 

to be out in May, but the: didn't want to risk losing endure, but please know your extols the virtues of an increase until the parents 

BOP is "punishing" me for at trial and spending many prayers are immensely appre- environmentally devas- kick the bucket. Now, mul- 

a call I made while at Sher- years or the rest of their dated and completely needed, tating and incredibly self- tiply this effect by six and 

idan. A new cellmate of lives behind bars. There are We have a call into his case ish act. Procreation of the a half billion and you get 

mine had just arrived, and countless people incarcer- manager to assure us of his human species is such an the idea, 

he was very eager to speak ated for decades (some even safety and to more fully grasp obviously heinous act that The moral of the story 

to his fiance, who was life) for growing marijuana, what is going on for Tre. We people who view such an is that every environmen- 

eight-months pregnant. I One guy here was handed a thank you. act as anything more than tally responsible person 

figured I'd do him a favor 30-year sentence for making — Tre's family an affront to the natu- will get their shit snipped, 

by asking my sister to call containers which held mari- ral world really have no and because the opera- 

his fiancee and give her my juana. He has no previous Dear SFB, place calling themselves tion for guys to get fixed 

celly's registration number, record. He has a daughter The last time I got this radical environmental- is so minimal and free (at 

so she could wire him some seven years of age! angry at the Journal was ists. The ecological and least in Cascadia through 

money and they could talk This government con- in 1998, when the center ethical arguments against Planned Parenthood), 

on the phone. Well, ap- tinues to build prisons and section was entitled "Birth breeding are mountainous there is no justifiable rea- 

parently, this is a major fills them up with humyns, First." I fired off a letter compared to the petty and son for those nasty sperms 

-violation of the count- not monsters; people who then, and I'm firing off one selfish reasons that would to be allowed to get out in 

less ridiculous rules they have families, responsibili- now, in regard to "Rad Ba- compel a person to pass on the world. Sperm free is 

subject us to. As a result, ties, passions and dreams bies" (see EF!J March-April their genes. No one's genes the way for me! 

I was tried, found guilty of being more than an ani- 2009). Though the title is are that special, and it is an — Gedden 

and was "sentenced" to mal in a cage. This prison not as offensive (there can almost unfathomable level 

loss of telephone for three industrial complex exists only be one first priority; by of arrogance to think that OMFG... I needed the "Rad 

months plus loss of 27 not to make the US a bet- implication, "Birth First" "your" child will some- Babies" segment! 

days' "good time." So, as it ter or safer place, but be- relegates the Earth to lesser how be different than the Ahoy hoy, Leah! 

stands at this point, my re- . cause it keeps the money importance), the change huddled masses of Earth- I was thrilled to read the 
lease date from here is June flow streaming along in terminology makes no trampling shit machines. segment in the recent EF 
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journal ! As a rad mama sheltered and doesn't fully , nothing more you can do. for this, and once again, support they can give each 

to an unplanned, but not understand why I live like We feel that you cover the with great spirits' help, other in the times ahead, 

unloved rambunctious I do, or why my heart issues very well. Some arti- I can send them to you. Small circles and affinity 

vegan nibblet, I, like many and soul cries out when I cles are a little lengthy, but Someday, I plan to send groups can yield power- 

rad mamas, feel alien- see humanity destroying otherwise, they're pretty you some real funds. Yeah, ful results, and we suggest 
ated at times. I used to be Mother Earth. About a year on target. I know most people say reading Jean Shinoda 

an anti-breeder and even ago, I made a breakthrough Thanks for your ac- this, but I will, cuz Mother Bolen's "Urgent Message 

tried getting sterilized (but with her, and she saw for knowledgement. Earth is and forever will be from Mother: Gather the 

was denied for my age). I the first time how serious On the move, my heartbeat. Earth First! Women, Save the World" 

now see the universal pur- this is. I have continuously — Debbie Sims Africa has helped keep it strong, and "The Millionth Circle” 

pose in my destiny — my sent her articles clipped Thank you. for more ideas on main- 

daughter has added a lot out of the EF! journal, Dear Shit 4 Brains, I hope you all are well taining circles. Winter 

of chutzpah to my eco and and I promise you it has First off, I'd like to thank in mind, body and spirit, wants to thank the women 

animal activism! She's a helped. My sister lives in the EF! journal for hooking I am OK at the moment, who tolerated her lack 

nature baby by heart and Tennessee. When they had up a free subscription even It's strange to hear and see of skill at facilitating our 

loves her furry siblings to the big sludge spill, I told though my art is kind of that the world has grabbed spontaneously planned 

bits at 15 months. She even her to drive out there and crappy. But hey, that's how our "go green.” It's like — I women's circle at the OC. 

knows to be gentle with her look at the devastation, punks roll. I'd also like to told you so! And even the Please keep the tail feath- 

"nunu" sister, Matz (our 3- She took my advice, and mention an important government gets it, but ers of the beautiful road- 
legged bunny baby). I look the next time I called, she project in the works. My it's only due to $ that they killed hawk we found on 

forward to treesits and Sea broke down and cried and crew, Anti-Lab Peace Squad picked up on our mother, the way to the gathering, 

Shepherd work stints with told me how bad it really (ALPS), is going to be put- I only hope that it grows bead the ends of the fan 

her and her daddy-o when was. Devastating just isn't ting together a walk to stronger. and pass it on as a talk- 



a powerful-enough word, different chapters on the — Robert Fales, Bull Frog ing symbol to other new 

I gave my sister my prayer Navajo Rez to bring more circles with our love, 

feather, and now, she uses attention to the "coal war," Dear Sons and Daughters We particularly want tc 

it on a regular basis. and to other cities and of Gaia, applaud the men we en- 

The reason I shared this states to bring up some of As two older women countered at the OC. Tc 

with you is because it is the fucked up shit these who have been "enviros" co-opt a fem-washing ad 
proof of a few things: 1) EF! corporations do for money, and eco-feminists for about vertising slogan from the 
journal played a huge role Other shit we'll be bring- as long as many of you '70s, ''You've come a lonj 
in enlightening my sister, ing to attention is animal/ have lived, but have never way, baby!" Compared tc 

2) Many people are start- Earth liberation and the before attended an Earth the brothers of our gener- 

ing to awaken spiritually, fucked up prison system First! gathering, we want ation, .you are exception- 
and more and more people with their over-crowding, to say we were inspired by ally respectful, aware anc 
are seeing and realizing The difference we are mak- what we experienced at the un-macho. You are the 
that Mother Earth is suffer- ing might only cause a few February OC. Thank you,' first wave of "new men,' 
ing by the hands of man. ripples in this pond we call Storm, for inviting us. We and we could not help 
In the long run, it is my "society," but we are added . are sorry to not have been but feel proud of you. Ii 

hope that this will breed among many of the ani- able to stay for the end- it's due in part to the at- 

more warriors. Thank you, mal/Earth/human libera- ing action at the copper razine in the water sup- 
Earth First!. I got nothing' tion groups. This project mine site, ply, remember that ever} 

but love for ya! is still being thought out Our peers sometimes cloud has a silver lining 

'Till next time, stay and organized. We need all snicker at the mention of (just joking)! 
strong and walk with pride, the help we could get. This Earth First!. With the repu- Julie extends an invita 

honor and integrity. No world is crumbling before tation of militancy, vio- tion to any and all genders 
Compromise in Defense of us and we need to act on fence and even paranoid to represent Earth First! al 
Mother Earth! it. The mining corporation silliness that the name the Tewa Women United's 

Much love, and the Desert Rock terror- Earth First! brings to many annual spring "Gathering 

—James "Coyote" Anderson ists may say we need jobs minds, we were pleasantly for Mother Earth" neai 

and it'll provide work. But surprised at the degree of Pojoaque, New Mexico. 
DeaYShit fer Brains, is that worth evicting peo- spiritual and social en- (Google for details.) It's 

Why destroy buildings pie from their homelands? lightenment, intelligence a great place to network 
when you can build com- Is this a plot to destroy us? and love we observed with activists, particularly 
munities of green energy, A secret population control there in the freezing So- indigenous activists, from 
organic farming, and hu- method? It doesn't matter, noran Desert. The Night all over the world, 
man, animal and Earth co- 'cause it's fucked up! The to Howl around the fire Winter invites you to 

operatives? fucked up thing is our Na- showed humans at their . listen to — and send mu- 

Why tear down corporate vajo Nation president ap- best. Even the drunks were sic and spoken word 
property that is destroying proves of this bullshit. It's graceful! You can be sure for— her show and pod- 
the Earth when you can crazy! Who knows, he'll we will tell mature activists cast of "Sounds from the 
create new, truly green cor- probably do some dumb that, despite an anarchistic Ground" on KHEN 106.9 
porations that show the shit like approving a ca- drift into debate and theo- community radio out 
masses the nature-friendly sino on our Rez. Or has he rizing rather than clear ac- of Salida, Colorado. She 
way of life, and take our . already? All this for money, tion, the movement will be wishes she could have re- 
planet's health back by the WTF. Smash capitalism, in good hands and hearts corded all the great songs 
unified, unstoppable will You can get in touch and when we pass on. (Not she heard at the OC. 
of the common people and support us on myshit- that we're planning to go Thanks for the Everglades 
enlightened wealthy alike? space at www. my space, any time soon — we'll be CD! We look forward to 
Lashing out at inanimate com/branscamriot or fighting by your side for 20 seeing you at future ac- 
objects and/or ignorant Anti-Lab Peace Squad c jo years, more or less!) tions, and it would please 

people like tyrannical chil- Branscam and Trish Scam, We were honored to us to provide crone ener- 
dren is the government's POB 343, Cameron, AZ have been able to encour- gy to the movement, 
job. Let ours be to live in 86020. age a women's circle. The In Solidarity, 

harmony with humans, — Branscam, "Tuba City's new paradigm suggests — Winter and Julie, 

animals and our beloved Misfit" that those (not necessarily Guerrilla Grannies 

Mother Earth. * with female bodies/iden- (Winter is a street medic 

Yours in the struggle, Dear Friends, tities) who are thinking and was one of the MTR 

. Levi N. Highsmtth Thanks again for offering with the right side of their Marsh Fork 13. Julie has 

me a new subscription. The brains are the ones who been -arrested twice during 
On the Move! stamps are enclosed (10) are going to have to step her many years as an anti- 

Dear Earth First!, 42c. Over the last year, I up to save the world. They nuke activist and volunteers 

I am sorry to be so late was able to save a book just are going to need all the with Taos Food Not Bombs.) 


she's older, and I'd love to 
keep in touch with fellow 
activist parents. It's so dis- 
couraging to stumble upon 
activist friends who get p- 
go and throw their beliefs 
out the window. It's nice to 
know there are others out 
there. © Can I get a copy of 
the zine? Can I contribute 
art/articles? Thanks again 
for the segment! 

Cheers, 


Journal 
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Rising Tide Intervenes in Corporate Coal Relationships 
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by Rising Tide 
Atlantic Seaboard 


The coal industry cannot rear its 
head without public opposition. 
Rising Tide and other groups are 
gaining momentum in the fight 
to leave coal in the ground. 
*f**"W*"*&* Seven activists from Rising 
Tide Boston disrupted a lecture 
on February 4 at Harvard Uni- 
versity by Arch Coal CEO Steve 
Leer, who was speaking on the 
future of "clean coal." 

"This Harvard lecture series 
is funded by Bank of America, 
the single largest financial spon- 
sor of mountaintop removal," 
said Tyler Kinser, a member of 
Rising Tide Boston. "So, it's no 
surprise that Harvard is hosting 
this lecture of disinformation on 
coal. We decided to balance out 
the lies." Bank of America (BOA) 
has invested billions of dollars 
in Arch Coal, according to the 
Rainforest Action Network. 

The packed audience received 
the Arch nemesis with criticism. 
Activists from Rising Tide Bos- 
ton delivered the final word, 

* > 

asking, "What gives you the 
right to gamble the future of 
civilization on a magic technol- 
ogy that doesn't exist?" As the- 
CEO avoided the question, two 
members of Rising Tide walked 
onstage with a banner that read, 
"The coal bubble is bursting. 
Clean Coal is a Dirty Lie." 

"The idea of 'clean coal' is noth- 
ing more than a marketing term, 
a myth. It ignores the extraction 
side of coal's death cycle," added 
Kinser. "Even if the technology to 
capture all emissions is perfected 


and implemented in time to avert 
climate catastrophe, we will still 
be sacrificing the people and eco- 
systems of Southern Appalachia." 

Continuing their work to 
disrupt tangled financial rela- 
tionships with dirty energy, Ris- 
ing Tide chapters in Baltimore 
and Boston had Valentine's Day 
"break-ups" with coal-hearted 
corporations. An on-going strat- 
egy of the anti-coal movement 
is to pressure tertiary targets to 
drop coal financing. These com- 
panies are mostly interested in 
making money, not in promot- 
ing coal, so they have less inter- 
est in maintaining a relationship 
with the coal industry in the face 
of public pressure. 

In Baltimore, Rising Tide de- 
livered a singing telegram chal- 
lenging Constellation Energy's 
connections to the coal in- 
dustry. The group handed out 
valentines to employees with 
messages such as, "Kiss coal 
goodbye," and, "Coal breaks my 
heart." Serious letters exposing 
Constellation Energy's use of 
coal accompanied these light- 
hearted valentines. 

"Constellation Energy's use of 
dirty energy shows their com- 
plete blatant disregard for any- 
thing but increasing their own 
profit and wreaking havoc in the 
communities," says Eli Feasley 
with Baltimore Rising Tide. 

Rising Tide Boston contin- 
ued its campaign against BOA, 
which announced a new coal 
policy last Fall, but has yet to 
provide details to show that it 
is serious. Rising Tide activists, 
working with a tenants' rights 


group called City Life/ Vida Ur- 
bana, turned out 100 people to 
encourage BOA customers at two 
branches to close their accounts 
with, the bank. BOA claimed it 
will pull funding from mining 
companies whose predominant 
extraction method is mountain- 
top removal and invest in carbon 
sequestration technology. Such 
false solutions anger Rising Tide. 
Without a timetable, the bank's 
statement is hollow. 

DC Rising Tide and their al- 
lies interrupted a coal industry 
conference to denounce coal-to- 
liquids as a corporate scam that 
would continue the destructive 
path of the fossil-fuel industry. 

Activists in the audience dis- 
rupted speeches with rebuttals 
to the statements of coal and 
oil executives. They called for 
an end to the use of fossil fuels 
and for the adoption of clean, 
renewable, community-based 
energy sources. Protesters de- 
ployed banners in the confer- 
ence that read, "Coal kills," 
"Coal takes lives," and, "Renew- 
able energy now." 

The activists explained that 
coal-to-liquids technology, which 
would convert coal to oil for 
transportation, would generate 
twice as much greenhouse gas 
emissions as oil and lead to an 
increase in coal mining. Con- 
fronting the lies of industries is 
another strategy of Rising Tide. 
The irreversible damage from the 
use of fossil fuels is increasingly 
apparent to the public, but the 
industries hope that they can 
make a last buck from the crisis 
they've created. 


"Its time to stop investing in 
false solutions. We are facing a 
climate crisis. It is time to stand 
up and fight for a sustainable fu- 
ture," said Emma Cassidy of DC 
Rising Tide. 

Coal is quickly losing favor 
with the general public, and 
corporations connected to it 
are starting to feel cornered. 
This Spring, rural electric co-ops 
scrapped the Highwood Gener- 
ating Station in Montana, one of 
the worst proposed coal plants in 
the West. LS Power announced 
they would scrap plans to build 
the 1, 600-megawatt, coal-fired 
White Pine Energy Center near 
Ely, Nevada, due to opposition. 
In the same week Interstate Pow- 
er and Light dumped plans for a 
630-megawatt, $1.8 billion coal 
plant in Marshalltown, Iowa. 

This followed the announce- 
ment of a partial coal morato- 
rium in Michigan by Governor 
Jennifer Granholm. The state 
approval for eight proposed 
coal plants could be stopped 
while state agencies consider all 
"feasible and prudent" alterna- 
tives. Granholm also pledged to 
reduce Michigan's reliance on 
fossil-fuel-generated electricity 
by 45 percent by 2020. This is 
grim news for the coal industry. 
We've got them up against the 
wall. As long as we keep up the 
pressure, these proposed coal 
plants can keep coming down 
like dominos. 

Rising Tide is a network of 
climate justice activists fighting 
false solutions to climate change.- 
For action updates, visit www. 

risingtidenorthamerica .org. 


Maine e F! Takes On the nature cons 


by Maine EF! 

Members of Maine Earth First! were de- 
tained outside the offices of The Nature 
Conservancy (TNC) after a peaceful dialogue 
on March 4. The group addressed TNC the 
day after it and Plum Creek Timber submit- 
ted the latest version of their controversial 
Moosehead Conservation Framework Ease- 
ment to the Land Use Regulatory Com- 
mission. The group presented an ad hoc 
performance in the office, symbolically gag- 
ging characters hr animal masks represent- 
ing the local wildlife that will be adversely 
affected by the plan. During the skit, other 



Clearcut on Indian Spring tract 

members displayed banners that read, "The 
Nature Conservancy: Putting the 'CON' in 
Conservation," and, "The Nature Conser- 
vancy: Masking Plum Creek's Destruction." 
The action was done in response to TNC's en- 
dorsement of Plum Creek's logging practices. 

TNC claims that the conservation ease- 
ment would permanently protect 266,000 
acres from development, but the current 
wording allows for major clearcuts, pesticide 
and herbicide spraying, genetically modified 
tree plantations, cell-phone towers, high- 
voltage power lines, gravel mining and sep- 
tic sludge spreading. 


"What the Nature Conservancy is call- 
ing a conservation easement will end up 
allowing Plum Creek to continue destroy- 
ing our Maine heritage," said Maine F.F.'er 
Noah Dillard. “The devastating cuts of 
late-successional forests adjacent to the Big 
Moose State Reserve in Indian Stream Town- 
ship show what Plum Creek considers to be 
sustainable forestry. It's not about conserva- 
tion, and it's not about the public benefits." 

Concerns regarding the logging were 
brought to the attention of Earth Firstlers 
by local landowners and hunters. They are 
concerned about the imminent loss of eco- 
logically and culturally significant deer win- 
tering grounds, referred to locally as "deer, 
yards," which is seen as a primary factor in 
this year's low deer population. EFIers had 
visited, the site, documenting deer beds, 
tracks and browse in parcels currently being 
logged and others marked for cutting. Only 
days later, after EFIers brought their concerns 
to the media, Plum Creek admitted to "mis- 
takenly" logging the forest and then quickly 
closed the area to public access. 

Charlie Baker, a local resident, expressed 
concern about the active cut and its planned 
expansion, saying, "Hunters in this area know 
that these have historically been the biggest 
deer yards of Somerset County. Destroying 
these deer yards in the middle of Winter is 
like burning down one of our houses. Where, 
are we expecting the deer to go?" Baker's 
family has lived, logged and hunted in the 
region for several generations. 

"I have hunted this land for over 50 years. 
The Indian Stream area has significant Win- 
ter deer yards. We must protect this land," 
Baker continued. 

Meg Gilmartin, of Maine EF!, agreed. "This 
forest also has beautiful views of Eagle Rock 
through a canopy of giant cedar, spruce, 
hemlock and birch trees," she said. "Its adja- 
cent location to state lands makes it a prime 
corridor for wildlife and recreational hiking. 


If the tract is cut this season, an important 
opportunity will be lost." 

Plum Creek is a member of the Sustain- 
able Forestry Initiative (SFI), an industry-led 
front group that competes with more ac- 
countable groups like the Forest Steward- 
ship Council. In 2006, Plum Creek received 
the largest fine in Maine history under the 
Maine Forest Practices Act for major destruc- 
tion of deer habitat and damage to bodies of 
water in the Moosehead region. In the Fa ll 
of 2008, its cuts resulted in massive erosion 
and a mudslide in Kibby Township. All of 
these practices are condoned by the SFI and 
are in the current wording of the Moosehead 
Conservation Framework. 

TNC is one of the most powerful nonprofit 
environmental organizations in the world. 
Plum Creek is the largest private landowner 
in the US, a major donor to TNC and a mem- 
ber of its International Leadership Council. 

"Plum- Creek's public image and [its] abil- 
ity to continue deforesting the North Woods 
is only aided by The Nature Conservancy's 
endorsement of [its] practices," said Dillard. 
"Their corporate partnership is a clear con- 
flict of interests, to say the least." 

After Earth First! 's appearance at its office, 
the Executive Director of TNC, Mike Tet- 
reault, offered to meet with the group at a 
later date to discuss their concerns in more 
detail. Will Neils, of Maine EF!, appreciated 
the gesture but felt that the real damage had 
already been done. He and others will meet 
with TNC, but called on them to "distance 
themselves from this phony conservation 
process and stop acting as Plum Creek's 
apologists." 

"We're asking them to side with future 
generations of Mainers, and to truly protect 
Maine's forests and wildlife, and we intend 
to hold them accountable," said Neils. 

For more information about Maine EF!, con- 
tact maineef@yahoo.com; maineearthfirst. 
wordpress.com. 
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TAKING IT TO THE CAPITOL 



A Critical Reflection on the 
Capitol Climate Action 


Each bloc was assigned to one of the four tactics were at times overshadowed by some the lack of arrests has left all of these peo- 
gates at the power plant. As the march ap- troubling messages. pie free and inspired to take action back in 

proached each gate, the appropriate bloc Before the action, Nancy Pelosi released their hometowns. 

would peel' off and block the gate. After a statement declaring that the Capitol coal In the end, the organizers declared the day 
half an hour of marching, all of the gates to plant should be switched from coal to nat- a victory after we had "shut down the plant" 
this symbol of dirty energy were blocked, ural gas. In response, the CCA media team for the day. Yes, it is true that we blocked 
Mission accomplished! sent out a press release praising her. the entrances, but it is a bit optimistic to 

Well, that depends on who you ask. Not "Speaker Pelosi and Leader [Harry] Reid's claim that we actually shut it down. This 
everyone was happy with the way the ac- dramatic action shows that Congress can act was a claim that some newspapers mocked 
tion went down. The climate movement quickly on global warming when the public the next day and some activists felt to be a 
took a big step at the CCA, but before we demands it," said Greenpeace Deputy Cam- bit disingenuous. It is important to be opti- 
go cheering, we need to see if it was in the paigns Director Carroll Muffett. "This move mistic and feel empowered by our actions, 
right direction. demonstrates that they recognize the ur- However, too much unwarranted optimism 

First, let's start with the positives. The or- gency of the climate crisis and the need for can also be damaging, 

ganizers did an impressive job of outreach — a switch to cleaner energy sources." Overall, the CCA was a good first step 

not just to the general activist scene, but Putting aside the fact that a nonbinding in launching a more radical, action-based 
especially to impacted communities. There statement from Pelosi hardly constitutes movement for climate justice. However, 
was a diverse representation of people on "dramatic action," many groups found it there were questions raised and lessons 
the frontlines of the war against King Coal, troubling that the CCA would send out a learned for radical groups such as EF! and 
There were Latino teens from Chicago fight- statement which made a de facto claim that Rising Tide in working with the more main- 
ing two coal plants in their neighborhood, switching from coal to natural gas was a vie- stream climate movement, 
indigenous elders from the desert south- tory. Though it doesn't appear that the CCA This event made it crystal clear that we 
west fighting massive strip mining and a intended to endorse natural gas as a solu- cannot simply be against coal and assume 
new coal plant, and whole families from tion, it was extremely frustrating to many that covers all of the bases. We must put 
the coalfields of Appalachia whose lives are participating groups that they would allow equal, if not greater, energy into combating 
being destroyed by mountaintop removal ambiguous language in the press release to the false solutions to the climate crisis, es- 
mining. The coming together of this broad come off that way. (The irony of claiming pecially the notion that if it reduces carbon- 
coalition of groups for a direct action was the switch to be a victory while two of our dioxide emissions, it must be good, 
in and of itself a major step forward, and EF! allies were in jail in Florida for fighting The current discourse on climate solu- 
the organizers get some major points for ac- a natural gas plant was not lost on many of tions is dominated by capitalist solutions 
complishing this. us. See page 28.) and nationalistic calls to "rebuild America 

Organizers also score big points for mak- To the CCA's credit, they resisted calls with clean energy and green jobs." Radicals 
ing the CCA a very open and accessible from some, such as author Bill McKibbeny to in the climate movement need to be clearer 
event, something we radicals are not always call off the protest and have a "celebration” about what we believe to be real solutions to 
noted for. Numerous direct action train- instead. The CCA made it clear all along that the climate crisis to counter the mainstream 
ings were held in towns across the country the protest was not just about this one plant, buzzphrases. 

before the action, and several notable peo- but about the 600 coal plants in the US that Lastly, we need to find ways to organize 
pie, including scientist James Hansen and need to be shut down. these types of large and inclusive actions 

author Wendell Berry, endorsed the CCA. The prevalence of those at the action that are not symbolic "stuff-and-cuff" 'pro- 
This gave it appeal beyond the usual ragtag wearing green hardhats and conducting tests. The boldness of our actions needs, to 
bunch of us that typically engages in civil various chants demanding green jobs also escalate exponentially to match the damage 
disobedience. This accessibility mot only brings up some questions. First off, what caused by the industries we are fighting, 
made for a larger crowd on March 2, but it exactly is a green job? There is a major dif- After failing to sell his soul on internet auc- 
also made the concept of civil disobedience ference between selling organic vegetables tions for the past several months, Skyler Sim- 
much more acceptable to groups around and building hybrid cars for General Mo- mons decided he should start writing articles for 
the country working on climate issues. For tors. Second, are we really calling on people the Journal again! 
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We wave to him and start up to the berm. Just below the excavator, we 
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by Mike Roselle 

As we reach the top of the mountain (what mountain I do not 
know), we leave the old skid trail, now covered with thick brush and 
thorny vines, and head up steep slopes through big trees. All morn- 
ing, we had trudged up the hill on a confusing network of aban- 
doned logging roads, encountering nothing more than the tracks 
the animals had left in the fresh snow, each set of tracks with its 
own story to tell. A wild turkey wanders around in search of seeds, 
insects, or hopefully, something bigger. The tracks of a coyote look- 
ing for turkeys, a raccoon, a fox and many unidentified birds are the 
only signs of activity on the mountain, and we are hopelessly lost. 
Perhaps, on the other side of the knob, we will finally see the power 
lines that lead to the coal processing plant and go by the Shumate 
Dam, our destination. The dam looms over Marsh Fork Elementary 
School, which has been a rallying point for those within the moun- 
tain justice movement (see EF!f May-June 2007). 

It is now late in the afternoon, and we had planned to be on the 
dam by noon. We missed a key junction earlier, and now are seven 
miles beyond and above the dam. Gaining the ridge, we see a road 
going over from the other side and head straight to it, now sure it 
will take us to the dam. It didn't. Instead, what we thought was a * 
road was a sediment ditch, designed to catch run-off and runaway 
boulders coming off of the mountaintop removal site. It is filled with 
water and ice, so we hike around the mountain on the berm, a small 
dyke that has a flat surface on which we could walk. The mud is 
thick and gooey, and clings to the soles of our boots, but the going 
is easier than crashing through the thorns, from which our hands 
and faces are now stinging and bleeding. 

I spot footprints on our makeshift trail. Someone has been up here 
recently. Rounding the hill, we almost stumble upon an excavator 
loading blasted rocks into the beds of massive trucks. Just below, out . 
of sight from the big machine's operator, we find a rare flat spot shel- 
tered by big tress and covered with logs and dry leaves. We take a 
short break. While we are resting, a helicopter hovers high above and 
spots us. It makes a broad turn and now flies low over our position. 
In the helicopter is Don Blankenship, CEO and major stockholder of 
Massey Energy, the owner of the Edwhite Mine we are about to enter. 


McGuiness (left) and Roselle (right) exchange terrorist fist bumps while blocking a mining road. 

unfurl our banner, made from an old tarp that reads simply, "Stop." 

By now, Massey's security, in their silver pick-up trucks with flashing 
lights, begin to appear, all holding cameras. 

Spotting us, the excavator drops a large load of rocks and trees just 
in front of us. When the machine goes back for another load, swing- 
ing the huge bucket on the large tracks back toward the hillside he 
was busy tearing down, we stand beneath him. When he swings back 
around, we hold our banner high. He stops the machine and gets out 
to stand on the iron treads. He begins to shout at us, and we answer 
politely that he is in violation of the law and will have to shut down. 

He turns off the machine. 

We now continue up onto the hard-packed surface and watch as 
two trucks loaded with rocks come out and drive by us. Two more 
empty ones go in. The next truck that comes out stops as we step 
into the center of the road. Work comes to a complete halt until 
James Guin McGuiness, of Climate Ground Zero, and I are arrested 
by Trooper Mike Smith, who also arrests Antrim Caskey, a photo 
journalist who is accompanying us. 

After getting out of the police station (we were not jailed), we went 
to Power Shift, a very big and much-ballyhooed conference in Wash- 
ington, DC, that was followed by the Capitol Climate Action (CCA), 


a call to mass civil disobedience by writers Bill McKibben and Wen- 
dell Berry, and top NASA scientist Dr. James Hanson — accompanied 
by several dozen Coal River, West Virginia, residents who wanted to 
get arrested. 

Billed as an historic action, the event did indeed recede quickly 
into history. No one back in West Virginia saw it on TV or in the 
newspaper. Of course, when we got home, nothing had changed. 
Every day except Sunday, the blasts still go off at the mine, and it 
rattles the panes in my window. 

The Coal River delegation to the Power Shift rally was a little dis- 
appointed that they did not have a chance to be arrested with the 
writers and the Nobel Prize winner. 

I was even more’ disappointed that we may have to wait a few 
more months before another national mobilization. What went 
wrong in DC? 

Perhaps, I know. Civil disobedience has gotten a bad rap lately 
as being a worn-out and ineffective tactic. This rap is undeserved. 
Certainly, getting Hanson and McKibben arrested would have gar- 
nered the international attention that the big rally simply did not 
receive. The wave of gloating over media coverage of the event that 
is now filling my e-mail boxes from the many sponsoring organiza- 
tions that I have joined is starting to get irritating. When do we 
admit our mistakes? Never? 

Since the 1990s, activist organizations have backed down under 
the threat of legal sanctions on several occasions. Last year, when 
several of them teamed up to block the construction of the Domin- 
ion coal-fired power plant in Wise County, Virginia, the activists 
pled guilty, even though Hanson volunteered to testify at their trial. 
They not only didn't receive a trial, they apologized to Dominion. I 
know why the students and locals capitulated: They had no money 
or lawyers. However, I simply can't understand why other sponsor- 
ing groups, like the Rainforest Action Network, followed suit. The 
result has been that this docile posturing actually set back the cam- 
paign for mass civil disobedience that even ex-US Vice President A1 
Gore said is justified. These are terrible precedents, no matter what 
the conditions were when they occurred. 

Of the 12,000 students at Power Shift, we managed to recruit only 
two. On March 5, activists Andrew Munn and Mat Louis-Rosenberg 
joined two West Virginia residents, Joe Gorman and Cassandra Rice, 
along with videographer Nicole Moston, and hiked 
up to the dam that we had intended to climb. The 
group unfurled another banner and shut down 
traffic on the main haul road, in direct violation of 
a recent temporary' restraining order, before leav- 
ing the mine. 

In a packed Beckley, West Virginia, courtroom 
on March 9, We were in front of Judge "Hutch," 
a known coal supporter who was elected with the 
help of big coal money. With no lawyers present 
on our side, we were unable to prevent the tem- 
porary restraining order from being extended. We 
left the courtroom, spoke to the media and vowed 
to continue our campaign. The threat of jail now 
seems real, but we remain unafraid. So far. 

Back here on Rock Creek, in West Virginia, I have 
some time to gather my thoughts. It's been a busy 
last two months, with five actions and 19 arrests. 
Now, the West Virginia media is finally paying at- 
| tention to the situation on the Coal River. Massey 
Energy is trying to crush us under a lawsuit, while 
| we are receiving a great deal of support and encour- 
i agement from our neighbors. The feeling here is 
s that we can change things if we don't back down. 

^ We will need help. I would like to ask all of 
those people who came to DC for the CCA to get 
arrested and didn't to consider- this: How about 
coming to West Virginia, where we are organizing 
regular demonstrations at the Massey mine on Coal 
River Mountain? Wouldn't that send a stronger message than trying 
to convince Congress to convert a small, coal-fired power plant to 
natural gas — natural gas that comes from where? Hello, Wyoming! 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was never arrested in Washington, DC. 
However, he was arrested in Mississippi and Alabama many times. 
King also broke an injunction. On the Coal River, we are trying to 
infuse a deeper meaning to our nonviolence. These actions are not 
media stunts, but a last ditch effort to save the Appalachian Moun- 
tains from total destruction, and time is swiftly running out. 

In- the end, it will not be the clean-energy future that we must 
build, as the CCA e-mails continue to urge me to do, but the ur- 
gent, dangerous and dirty-energy present that we must confront. 
We need to confront it in the strip mines of West Virginia, where 
the rule of law has been denied to both the people and the land for 
too long. Only the harsh light of nonviolent confrontation will il- 
luminate the dark hollows of Appalachia and bring justice, our one 
and only request. » 

For more information, visit www.climategroundzero.org. 

Mike Roselle lives in Rock Creek, West Virginia. Roselle's book , Tree 
Spiker, will be published by St. Martin's Press. He can be reached at 
mikeroselle@hotmail.com. 
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Yl '\ sit Dominion Power ’s Headquarters 




by BREF! 

On February 7, more than 20 
individuals identifying them- 
selves as "Billionaires for Coal" 
assembled in front of Domin- 
ion Power's downtown offices 
in Richmond, Virginia, to os- 
tensibly voice their praise for the 
company's many coal-fired power 
plants. Dressed in formal attire 
and sipping beverages from wine 
glasses, the group chanted pro- 
coal, anti-environmental slogans 
and held signs expressing similar 
sentiments. In addition to rous- 
ing recitations such as, "Up with 
sea levels; up with profits," the 
midday merriment included a 
live bluegrass performance by 
the We Love Money string band, 
who frequently reassured their 
audience that they're only in it 
for the money. 

Addressing recent displays of op- 
position to Dominion's proposed 


Wise County coal plant, as well 
as the escalating presence of anti- 
coal activism on an international 
scale, Stan Sneezley, an alleged 
billionaire from Harrisonburg, 
Virginia, said, "I am insulted by 
all of these people talking about 
asthma and climate change and 
their children's future. These 
people obviously don't care 
about me and my money at all! I 
say, if a few million kids have to 
wheeze a little for me to breath 
easy, then so be it! I'm rich!" 

The theatrical display bewil- 
dered and amused passing mo- 
torists and pedestrians. Though 
the group's signs-and chants kept 
on message with the facade of 
billionaires celebrating their con- 
troversial investments, leaflets 
distributed to on-lookers shed a 
different light on the events of 
the day. Made to look like large 
dollar bills, these leaflets revealed 
that the demonstration was in 


continued front-page 3 

Many community members are worried 
about the environmental impacts to the wa- 
ter, land and air, as the coal ash is drying out 
and becoming windborne. Many do not tmst 
TVA's assurance that the coal ash is nothing 
to worry about and that the air and water are 
safe. UMD volunteers wear protective respira- 
tors within 10 miles of the disaster site. Inde- 
pendent tests of water and ash samples show 
high levels of arsenic, radium and other heavy 
metals. By monitoring and providing 
independent lab results, UMD hopes 
to motivate TVA and the Environ- 
mental Protection Agency to conduct 
more testing; and to become more 
open and transparent with their own 
tests and protocols, providing for the 
needs of the people impacted by this 
disaster, though we are not holding 
our breath. 

Many residents are experiencing 
health problems, which their doc- 
tors believe to be directly related to 
the disaster. Many of these people 
are trapped in this polluted environ- 
ment with no help in sight. Many 
residents requested to be tested for 
heavy-metal exposure. For this, 

UMD raised $15,000 and arranged 
several toxicity testing clinics for 
full-body, heavy-metal analyses. 

Fifty sick residents were tested at no 
charge. UMD hopes to raise more 
money to continue to offer free bio- 
monitoring as the number and se- 
verity of health concerns grow. 

From January 31 to February 2, 

UMD volunteer Matt Landon received train- 
ing from the Global Community Monitor for 
a citizen's air-monitoring program. During 
the following week, UMD volunteers placed 
sanitized Pyrex baking dishes around the 
community to gather dust samples. Swipe 
samples were gathered for independent 
analysis. The initial results have shown high 
levels of arsenic-laden dust. The program in- 
cludes testing for eight different heavy met- 
als and particulate matter smaller than 2.5 
microns — small enough to enter a person's 
bloodstream from their lungs. 

On February 3, Landon videotaped a coal 
ash cloud 100 feet talLby a mile wide. 

On March 3, UMD volunteers set up an 
air monitor, produced by Airmetrics from 
Eugene, Oregon, at a house within the con- 
tamination area. Just as the monitor was 
set to begin gathering a sample, TVA police 
and Roane County deputies surrounded 


the residence. Two UMD volunteers were 
detained for more than an hour and a half, 
while the officers tried to figure out how 
to remove the monitor. One officer became 
flustered and confiscated UMD's video 
camera during the detention. The volun- 
teers were finally ordered to remove the 
monitor and leave the property. 

On March 5, Landon was arrested while 
driving a blind grandmother home after a 
public meeting. Landon drove very slowly 


through an unstaffed, illegal roadblock set 
up by TVA on a public roadway. After pull- 
ing into the woman's driveway and exiting 
the vehicle, police stopped Landon and de- 
tained him for questioning. An officer said 
Landon had to have a resident in the car to 
pass through the roadblock. When he in- 
formed the officer he had a resident in the 
ear, the officer said Landon needed a little 
red tag issued by TVA. TVA police had pre- 
viously confiscated Landon’s tag. When 
he asked for another tag, the officer placed 
Landon under arrest. Fortunately, the entire 
incident was caught on videotape. 

Landon spent 36 hours in jail. He was trans- 
ported to a rearby jail because of a rumored 
protest outside of the jail that never materi- 
alized. There was no jail-support team, no 
bail bond, no media message. Landon later 
reported that many prisoners incarcerated 
50 miles downriver in Cleveland, Tennessee, 


hadn't heard about the disaster, even though 
they were drinking Tennessee River water pol- 
luted with TVA's coal fly ash. 

Oh March 23, Landor. appeared in court 
for a pre-trial hearing. Just before the hear- 
ing; Landon was advised by his public de- 
fender that TVA was claiming Landon had 
broken the terms of his bond release. TVA's 
lawyers wanted the bond revoked and Landon 
thrown in jail for a year. Instead, Landon's 
charges were dismissed. 

Landon's supposed crime was asking 
for parallel air monitoring' from a Cen- 
ter for Toxicology and Environmental 
Health (a TVA contractor) and placing 
an air monitor on private property with 
the permission of the landowner. 

TVA has been feverishly buying up 
land surrounding the disaster site in 
an effort to keep independent moni- 
toring from occurring. Once TVA buys 
the property from the landowner, 
there is a nondisclosure clause stat- 
ing that no one can know that TVA 
bought the property. The residents 
want independent air monitoring so 
badly, yet TVA has demanded that 
there be no independent monitoring 
on their property. Even so, UMD has 
| been training local residents to use 
Jdhe monitoring equipment. 

| On the day of Landon's hearing, two 
a other UMD volunteers were detained 
|-by TVA police and informed that they 
| could not visit a resident who has 
employed UMD to gather air samples 
from die property. Police stated that 
because TVA owned the property, they 
could determine who could visit the resident, 
even though the resident would occupy the 
home for several more months. TVA police 
proceeded to confiscate UMD's air monitoring 
equipment and have yet to return it. 

TVA is completely freaked out that citizens 
are doing air monitoring, and they will use 
almost any means to keep UMD from gath- 
ering air samples for independent analysis. 

Coal is filthy, from the extraction process 
that blows up mountains and destroys wa- 
tersheds, to its ignition that plagues our air 
quality, to the waste disposal that can devas- 
tate whole communities in one fell swoop. 

For more information, visit www. 
unitedmountaindefense.org; dirtycoaltva. 
blogspot.com. 

On March 27, UMD mailed six air samples to 
laboratories for analysis. UMD expects to get the 
results back soon and use them to nonviolently 
club TVA and the regulators over the head. 


fact organized by 
Blue Ridge Earth 
First!, the same en- 
vironmental orga- 
nization that twice 
staged protests 
blocking the en- 
trance to Domin- 
ion's headquarters 
in the Spring and 
Summer of 2008. 

Citing the role of 
coal as the chief 
cause of climate 
change, the leaflets 
starkly displayed the alleged bil- 
lionaires' alignment with the 
breadth of grassroots opposition 
to Dominion Power. 

Breaking character, Luis, an 
Earth First! activist from Charlot- 
tesville, Virginia, put it plainly, 
"Coal is dirty, dangerous and 
deadly. The public knows it 
and our political representa- 
tives are beginning to reflect 


Billionaires fellin' it like it is. 

our concerns on the matter. The 
one and only reason that com- 
panies like Dominion are still 
pushing for new coal plants is 
money. By continuing to pursue 
a new coal-fired power plant in 
Wise County, Dominion is say- 
ing that the wealth of its inves- 
tors is more important than the 
health and well-being of that 
area's residents." 
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Final Roar 

for Macho B 


by Attila 

Macho B, the only known resident jaguar in the US, died on March 
2 like most of the planet is dying: undignified, strapped with a radio 
collar and surrounded by unfamiliar humans in an alien place. His 
death was unnecessary. Arizona Game and Fish Department (AGFD) 
agents, officially charged with conservation, hunted down this ag- 
ing animal not because they cared about him, but because they are 
scared of what his death would mean. 

Since 1971, only six jaguars have been documented in the US. 
Historically, jaguar territory in the US extended as far north as the 
Grand Canyon and stretched from Southern California to East Texas. 
More recently, wildlife experts thought that the few jaguars still re- 
maining in the US were visitors from Mexico. 'Macho B was photo- 
graphed over the past decade by cameras set to trip-wires. He was the 
only jaguar spdtted in the US in the last 10 years. 

The 16-year-old -jaguar was supposedly put down because of fail- 
ing kidneys, but the necropsy showed that his capture exacerbated 
his health problems. It has since come out that abnormal test results 
may have indicated dehydration, not kidney failure. Had AGFD left 
him alone, he would certainly still be alive. 

AGFD originally snared Macho B on February 18. in a "research" 
snare meant for other predators. During this, first abduction, they 
said that he was in good health. Wildlife agents fitted him with a ra- 
dio collar and released him in the vicinity of Tucson, Arizona. They 
recaptured him two weeks later, because he had stopped moving as 
much, possibly indicating health problems. Agents went out to find 
him. Only five hours after he was recaptured, he was killed. 

Macho B lived in the wild for 16 years. Under the control of scien- 
tists, he lasted two weeks. 

Governments, scientists and industrial apologists passing as envi- 
ronmental groups often drag out extinctions and put the burden of 
it onto the lone survivor. They stalk, drug, kidnap, imprison and rape 
the last of the Javan rhinoceros or the Amur leopard (both survived by 

) r ' / less than 50 individuals) and blame them for 

not breeding to save 


Louisiana owned by a logging company. The Audubon Society of- 
fered to buy the land, but the company refused and clearcut the 
forest. The last two were shot in Florida as scientific specimens. 
There is little suitable habitat remaining today and, as long as sci- 
entists and industrial apologists do not address bigger issues, there 
never will be again. 

There has not been a confirmed sighting of an Eskimo curlew in 
more than 20 years, but they have still not been deemed extinct. 
The shorebirds once numbered in the millions, and flew from the 
tundra in Canada and Alaska to the Pampas in Argentina, stopping 
over in the Great Plains. This story is shared by hundreds of species. 
As long as there is one survivor or the ghost of a survivor, industrial 
apologists can pretend that ecocide is not happening. They cannot 
let them go. 

Life is more than a test tube full of sperm or a panda pacing, in a 
cage. It is more than a few fenced-off trees or the last sea turtles with 
tracking devices glued to their backs. It is a dynamic relationship be- 
tween the water and the desert, between the desert and the jaguar, 
between the jaguar and us, and between us and everything else. 

Extinction forces us to look at the bigger picture, because we can 
no longer prod at the last tiger or frog. We are forced to reconcile 
that much of the planet is an industrial wasteland. There is just us, 
surrounded by thousands of broken ecosystems that we were just 
beginning to understand, that we can never possibly know how to 
piece back together. We must admit that we have really fucked up. 

Aldo Leopold watched one of the last wolves in New Mexico's Gila 
Wilderness die. He had been part of a wolf-eradication program on 
behalf of the livestock industry. He mourned the death of the wolf 
and used the experience to become one of the greatest voices for bio- 
centrism. From tragedy can come inspiration, motivation and life. 
Death can be a beginning if we let it. 

Already, from this tragic situation, wildlife defenders have forced 
the'US Fish and Wildlife Service to draft a recovery plan for the jag- 
uar. After stalling for decades, the agency gave up on recovering the 
jaguar in 2008 (see EF!J March-April 2008). This was done to ease 
the construction of the border wall. The death of Macho B might 
prove to be a sad step toward allowing jaguars to roam in the US 
once more. 

This Summer could be the last time there is sea ice during the 
Summer in the Arctic Ocean. The melting of the icecaps will no 
longer be a prophecy of eco-activists. We have the choice of de- 
nying it, or accepting it as a sign that climate change has been 
a reality for decades. We can use the pain from this loss to shut 
down the fossil-fuel industry. 

The wild is not gone; it is hiding, because it is smart. In the Ap- 
palachians, there are ghosts of cougars that still lurk. In the moun- 
tains of Alabama, there may still be healthy chestnut trees. Rare 
grasses hide along overlooked roadsides. Freshwater mussels cling 
to out-of-the-way creekbeds. Woodpeckers haunt remote swamp 
forests. Jaguars prowl the sky islands of the borderlands. They hide 
beyond our radar and our nets, because they have seen their kin get 
collared or captured by scientists. They watch from their safe havens, 
cautiously smiling when speedboats sink and refineries close, wait- 
ing for a time when they can once again thrive in their old haunts. 
Ecosystems will bounce back, without our pricking and probing, 
their own species. These scientists never look around them to see the when we look at our actions, stop destroying everything, and give 
damage to the larger ecosystem. them enough time and space. 

Macho B lived in a very different Sonoran Desert than the one of Many plants and animals have recovered from the brink of extinc- 
his birth. The desert is now cut in half by an impenetrable wall along tion. They have crossed roads and borders, crawled under fences and 
most of the US-Mexican border. Where there is not a wall, there made mad dashes in the night to reclaim their former lands. The 
are bored men, zooming around in Border Patrol trucks, who can- whitetail deer, beaver, bald eagle, bison and even the gray wolf have 
not tell the difference between a cougar and a jaguar. They cut new made amazing recoveries, but this has only been once the attacks by 
roads through the desert, scars that take decades to heal. Sprawl and industrial expansion stopped. 

climate change have sucked the desert dry, and it is more prone to In a different world, Macho B might have lived out his last year 
burning irreparably because of introduced buffelgrass for the grazing prowling the mountains in search of jackrabbits and javelinas. He 
industry. The jaguar had little chance of reclaiming its old territory would have had some agency over his death and could have chosen 
in what is now becoming a wasteland. a favorite rock outcrop to spend his last night. In the morning, ra- 

Life has existed oh Earth for 3.8 billion years. Under the control of vens and coyotes would have sent his body coursing back through 
industrial capitalism, it lasted 300 years. the stream of life. We can use the pain of his cold, botched death to 

A similar situation happened with the ivory-billed woodpecker, tear down the border wall, stop sprawl, and allow ecosystems the 
One report of it in a swamp forest in Arkansas has resulted in ques- space and tools to restore themselves. Pray for the dead, and fight 
tioning its extinction. Cornell University even offered a $50,000 like hell for the living.. 

reward for finding one. Once spread throughout old-growth swamp Attila wonders how long people can step over dead bodies before they 
forests in the South, the last viable population lived in a tract in realize that they're next. 
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Hast h mr the Pas! 


El Tigre Doesn’t live here Anymore 


by Dan Dagget 

A Jaguar has been sighted in Arizona again, 
but don't scratch the word "extinct" from 
their page in your "Mammals of the South- 
west" guidebook just yet. The sighting may 
be a prelude to a familiar tragedy. 

This time, a couple of Javelina hunters and 


strong jaws with heavy bones and massive watchers on a Christmas bird count were the 
teeth which allow them to kill their prey by first to report seeing this cat. The biologist 
crushing the skull. Short-limbed and com- coordinating the count was so taken aback, 
pact, Jaguars grow as large as 250 pounds in she forgot to get the volunteers' names, 
the Brazilian rain forest, though they rarely The next person to encounter the cat was 
reach half that size along the northern lim- not so harmless. 

its of their range. There are many versions of the story. Ac- 

Although these cats were once widely dis- cording to the one most frequently related, 


some people attending a family reunion re- 'persed residents of the American Southwest, a rancher/hunting guide from Bowie, near 
ported seeing one of the big cats the Mexi- they are now considered extirpated from Willcox, Arizona, trailed the Chiracahua Jag- 

cans call "el tigre" in late February, about 15 that part of their range. Still, young males uar with his hounds. Some say the rancher 

miles north of the Mexican border. Accord- searching for territory not already claimed thought. he was after the world's largest 

ing to the Arizona Game and Fish Depart- by another Jaguar, or made too hazardous Mountain Lion. Others point out that Jaguar 

ment (AGFD), such reports are still and Mountain Lion signs are easily distin- 

made occasionally in the area Fe- fjpjyxou* T~ — ~~ ".. -■■ .t i — A guishable for an expert, and this man is an 

lis onca once called home, but the < : " y\ expert. In any case, after three days, and one 

number of sightings has dropped Y / > .. ,1 V'j ' :p- V l or two fresh packs of hounds, the rancher 

sharply in recent years. Today, most •> : ~-L+<Z '\A and his dogs finally bayed el tigre. Some say 

are viewed with skepticism. ; I •! it was dark and the Jaguar wreaked havoc on 

"About the only way we consider the man's hounds as he waded in to shoot it, 

a sighting confirmed is if we see the ' " A but there were no reports of anyone running 

carcass," one official said. Neverthe- mE*aco L 'j'f ;»;*;»• ~ ;v , \ up a large bill at any area vet clinic, 

less, this latest report is being treated V '&'■* xsjh?* To celebrate his success, the killer report- 

more seriously than most, because ^ y. Vjr edly took, the Jaguar's carcass to town to 

the department considers those who ■ show it off. Several people came to see the 

turned it in to be credible witnesses. \ ' A dead beast and some took pictures of it. 

In spite of that, and in spite of the , What took place was the sort of celebration 

Jaguar's status as an endangered spe- that might have occurred 30 years ago when 

cies, wildlife managers have taken U.S. distribution of the Jaguar, circa 1880. the general consensus favored killing ani- 

no steps to protect the animal. As mals like this. Then again, many would say 

Jerry Perry, an AGFD law enforcement spe- by Mexican vaqueros, occasionally extend those 30 years have never passed in Willcox, 
cialist, put it, "We have no idea where that their search for a home'north into one of the a town where people say they still live by the 
animal is by now." southwestern states. code of the West. 

Jaguars are the largest wild cats in the Amer- That decision is generally fatal. For the rest of this article, see EF!J May- June 

icas, and globally are surpassed in size only The previous sighting of el tigre was re- 1988. Back issues of the EF! Journal are avail- 
by Tigers and African Lions. They are the pit- ported in late 1986 in the Chiracahua Moun- able for 55 each. Order our near-complete, 29- 
bulls of the cat world, possessing extremely tains in southeastern Arizona. Two bird year set for $500. 
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Obama Administration Two-Faced on EndanJ 


Lynx 

Good, 

Wolves 

Bad? 


This Spring, there's good and omy." Here's hoping a wolf bites 
bad news coming from the new his face off. ' 

Obama administration and its On a more positive note, FWS 

take on the Endangered Spe- has increased nearly 20-fold the ■ A 

cies Act. While the Obama ad- amount of land designated as afljw fiw? 'W A 

ministration may be less openly critical habitat for the Canada 'T^ # ‘i 

hostile toward the environ- lynx. The lynx, federally classi- WusP'-f - ' i 

ment than George Bush was, fied as a threatened species, will 
ultimately, what we're hearing now have about 39,000 square 
from Washington, DC, is the miles in six states designated jjjtvA ^ 
same old story. for its protection, up from 1,841 l J 

Starting with the bad news, square miles in three states. 

Interior Secretary Ken Salazar an- Newly included states are Maine, 
nounced in March that his de- Idaho and Wyoming. There will 
partment would uphold a Bush be an increase in protected lands 
administration decision to remove in Minnesota, Montana and 

species list in the Northern Rock- Critical habitat refers to lands 1 

ies and western Great Lakes, that require special manage- The reconsidera- 

The US Fish and Wildlife Service ment and protection because tion of the lynx's criti- 

(FWS) made the decision shortly they are essential to the con- cal habitat designation comes 
before Bush left office, and it servation of a species protected after allegations that Julie Mac- 
was brought under review by the under the Endangered Species Donald, the Deputy Assistant 
Obama administration earlier Act. Such habitat for the lynx Secretary of the Interior under 
this Winter. includes older forests with fallen the Bush administration, bul- 

Gray wolves will remain fed- trees that can be used for den- lied scientists and interfered 
erally protected in Wyoming, ning, habitat for the snowshoe with FWS decisions (see EF!J 
where the state government pre- hare (the lynx's primary food November-December 2007). 
viously sought to have 90 percent source), and areas covered for Among the beneficiaries of 
of the state become a "predator extended periods by deep, MacDonald's interference was 
zone," in which wolves could be fluffy snow. Plum Greek, the nation's larg- 

shot on sight. Wolves in other Protecting the lynx was a est owner of private land. ' 
regions will not be affected by prime motivation behind the MacDonald resigned in 2007 
this decision and will remain on 1998 Earth Liberation Front after an investigation by the In- 
the endangered species list. (ELF) arson at the Vail ski resort terior Department's Inspector 

Already, scum in Idaho and in Colorado. In response to a General. According to Shawn 
Montana have begun to plan for proposed expansion into key> Sartorius, FWS's lead lynx biolo- 
public wolf hunts to "keep popu- lynx habitat, the ELF set fire to gist, "This [lynx habitat] was one 
lations in check." Of course, the five buildings and four ski lifts, that we decided she may have 
real reasons behind these hunts causing more than $26 million inappropriately influenced." 
are clear, as Idaho Governor CL in damage — the greatest amount However, it's too early to deem 

Butch Otter — who has publicly of damage caused by the ELF up this a complete victory. For one 
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3, 2, 1, Happy Liberation! 

New Year's Eve 2009 marked 
a new start for one primate in 
Spain. Five minutes before mid- 
night, circus workers at Circo 
Roma Dola began celebrating 
the new year. Coincidentally, 
three clandestine individuals 
were too busy to join the festivi- 
ties, choosing instead to liberate 
a baboon from her cage nearby. 
Happy new year! 

Newly Freed Friends 

In mid-March, three chickens 
were liberated in Madrid, Spain, 
by Iguqlidad Animal (Animal- 
Equality). The activists entered 
the slaughterhouse as part of an 
ongoing investigation, seeking 
to install a hidden camera. Upon 
leaving, they realized there were 
three chickens still alive inside. 
So, they took them. Two of the 
three chickens died, due to al- 
ready being in critical condition. 
After intensive medical care, the 
remaining one lived. 

On the night of February 20, 
the Netherlands-based Dieren 
Bevrijdings Front freed six rabbits 
from their dark captivity, helping 
them evade being murdered'. 

ELF Mexico Has the Last 
Word With Land Movers 

Amongst darkness, on March 
22, an earth mover in Guada- 
lajara, Jalisco, was taken out of 
commission. The Frente de Lib- 
eracion de la Tierra (FLT/ELF) 
claimed responsibility for the 
act. They also broke the win- 
dow of a bank on the same 
night. Both actions were done 
in the interest of attacking the 
social order imposed by techno- 
industrial civilization. - 

Tucson HAAND Throws 
Down Once Again 

Tucson Hooligans Attack At 
Night, Duh! (Tucson HAAND) 
paid a special visit to the homes 
of University of Arizona vivi- 
sector Katalin Gothard, and 
Rosemont Copper Director of 
Environmental and Regulatory 
Affairs Kathy Arnold. 

According to the communi- 
que, Gothard, who performs re- 
search on rhesus monkeys, had 
her house's water turned off and 
cemented to stay that way. 

Arnold had the tires slashed 
on her vehicle and one of her 
home's windows etched. 

"We bet it's a little harder to 
wash the blood off your hands 
and scrub away all those thoughts 
of torturing monkeys all day 
long, huh Katalin? If you insist 
on working, get a real job!". Tuc- 
son HAAND wrote. "We bet the 
etching cream oh the window of 
your house will leave a lasting im- 
pression .of our visit. Maybe, the 
cost of replacing it will make you 


think twice about the lasting, ir- 
replaceable costs your company's 
proposed mine would inflict on 
the Santa Ritas." 

Justice Department 
Weighs in on Wake Forest 
Vivisectors 

- Two Wake. Forest University 
vivisectors in Salem, North Caro- 
lina, received razor blades covered 
with rat poison in early February. 
Paul Czoty and Linda Porrino are 
both responsible for pointless 
experiments addicting macaque 
monkeys to cocaine. Signing the 
communique, "always for the op- 
pressed," the Justice Department, 
claimed responsibility for the 
special deliveries. 

Thousands Come Out in 
Opposition to an Open Pit 
Mine in the Philippines 

Filminera Mining Corporation, 
in partnership with multinational 
corporation Central Gold, had 
planned to have a fully opera- 
tional open-pit mine by March 
20 in the Masabate province of 
the Philippines. Instead, they 
were met with full-scale opposi- 
tion by fisher folk and other con- 
cerned locals. 

On March 14, community up- 
roar against the mine was shown 
through a 4,000-persyn barricade 
inside the mine site. By March 
23, the number of protestors had 
reached around 7,000. 

The mine opposition was met 
by a military battalion of about 
50 armed men. There were also 
reports of three boats of soldiers 
anchored nearby. 

The community members 
are demanding that the gov- 
ernment revoke the company's 
mining permit and repeal the 
1995 Mining Act. The company 
lacks basic requirements for an 
Environmental Compliance 
Certificate and has neither the 
mayor's permit nor a business 
permit needed. 

Concrete Resistance to 
Cement Company 

Semen Gresik, a cement com- 
pany, has plans to build a factory 
on the land of 1,771 residents 
from eight surrounding commu- 
nities in the regency of Pati, in 
central Java, Indonesia. 

In mid-January, community 
members attempted to meet 
with local authorities about the 
factory, but were not allowed to 
dp so. In response, the farmers 
decided to nonviolently block 
the road, preventing four Semen 
Gresik vehicles from conducting 
surveys that day. 

The blockade eventually erupted 
into a clash between locals and 
the military, as the government 
unleashed 250 riot cops, as well 
as part of a militarized force. The 


residents responded by throw- 
ing rocks and fighting back, 
which eventually lead to ar- 
rests. Women were locked in 
nearby douses, and men were 
chased off the scene. People 
were beaten, trampled and 
stripped of their clothes. 

Weekend Fun at a British 
Weapons Factory 

During the early morning of 
January 17, a British weapons 
factory was vandalized, caus- 
ing nearly $400,000 in damage. 
Apparently, six activists used 
a ladder to gain entry to the 
site and spent the entire night 
hammering, leaving parts for 
two types of jet fighters, guided 
Hellfire missiles and Paveway 
bombs rendered useless. The 
activists also smashed windows 
and left the office in a general 
state of disarray. 

The ITT/EDO-MGM arms fac- 
tory has been subject to protests 
by a group named Smash EDO 
since 2003, in response to the 
second Iraq war. This recent at- 
tack was more focused on Israel's 
three-week-long assault on the 
Gaza Strip in Palestine. 

Three Lock Down in 
Earth Hour Action 

On March 28, three activ- 
ists locked down to equipment, 
drawing attention, to the Hazel- 
wood Power Station in Victo- 
ria, Australia. A banner reading, 
"Switch off coal," was hung in 
the stairs of the plant. Thirty 
more activists protested outside. 

One of the points that the 
protestors were stressing was 
the need to shut down Hazel- 
wood, one of the world's largest 
contributors to pollution. 

"Hazelwood's carbon pollution 
emissions, at 1 7 million tons an- 
nually, are equivalent to about 
five percent of Australia's annual 
greenhouse-gas emissions," said 
Louise Morris of the Switch Off. 
Hazelwood Blog. 

Rising Tide Australia Puts 
World's Largest Coal Port 
on Lockdown 

More than 500 protesters made 
their frustrations clear as they 
jumped into kayaks, canoes and 
other small boats, blockading 
the port of Newcastle, outside of 
Sydney, Australia. Newcastle is 
the world's largest coal port. 

"We would like to show a 
strong message to the govern- 
ment that everyday Australians 
are sick of politely asking for 
change" stated Carly Phillips, a 
Rising Tide spokespersyn. 

V . 

Attacks Against UC Vivi- 
sectors Still Going Strong 

On January 20, University of 
California, Berkeley vivisector 
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hang out with alligators, sip on a mai tai or 
go to a Walmart, respectively, it's likely safe 
to say that the majority would prefer to stay 
in their Northern Rockies home. 


skiing, keep skiing!" to her terrified son. 


New Allies on the Frontlines of the 
Climate Struggle 

Climate justice activists in Boston discov- 
ered a unique ally in the fight against the 
fossil-fuel industry. Guy Fox, a mannequin, 
took the first step in cementing a truly un- 
usual campaign, volunteering to chain him- 
self to the doors of a Bank of America branch 
in Boston's Kenmore Square on March 31. 

"Even a dummy like me can see that Bank 
of America's massive loans to coal compa- 
nies, and support for the epidemic of foreclo- 
sures and evictions has to stop now," said Fox. 

Not to be outdone, climate activists in Fram- 
ingham, Massachusetts, are reportedly reaching 
out to the garden gnome community. 

Blacken the Skies 

A new buzzword is spewing from the lips 
of politicians in 2009: "geo-engineering." 
Geo-engineering is the idea of manually 
manipulating the Earth's climate to produce 
a result that some would find more accept- 
able than things like disappearing Arctic ice 
or the possibility of lower Manhattan being 
consumed by the Atlantic Ocean. 

Established geo-engineering ideas include 
polluting the upper atmosphere with sulphur 
nanoparticles to reflect sunlight, fertilizing 
oceans to create plankton blooms that would 
absorb carbon-dioxide (C02), or constructing 
artificial forests that act as C02 sponges. 

John Holdren, Barack Obama's new sci- 
ence advisor, is an advocate of "using all of 
the tools in the toolbox." 

" [Geo-engineering] 's got to be looked at," 
Holdren said. "We don't have the luxury of tak- 
ing any approach off the table." While he ac- 
knowledges some concerns over permanently 
altering whole aspects of Earth's delicately 
balanced processes — things like "sunlight" Or 
"wind" — the risks don't necessarily prevent 
these ideas from spilling into policy. 

"We might get desperate enough to want 
to use it," Holdren said, before admitting 
that some things actually are off the table — 
absolutely absurd ideas like shutting down 
coal plants or eliminating cars 


Back to the Future Part II Comes Early 

"Roads? Where we're going, we don't need 
roads!" exclaimed Doc Brown in the 1989 
motion picture, Back to the Future Part II. The 
film portrayed Earth in 2015, chock full of 
flying cars and bodacious sunglasses. 

In December, Terrafugia unfurled the 
world's first commercially available flying 
car. For the cost of a house, you can own a car 
with retractable wings. It's no Chitty Chitty 
Bang Bang (there's no sea-going component, 
for one), but you can drive down the streets 
in your Terrafugia Transition and take flight 
when traffic gets too crazy. 

Terrafugia has yet to return inquiries as to 
whether the Transition needs to go 88 miles 
per hour before the magic happens. 

One More Example of Our Failures 
as a Civilization 

A man all the way from (say it with me...) 
New York City (crazy, huh?) came to Mon- 
tana, hoping to bag himself a trophy elk. 
He got his elk hunting permit and gun all 
ready. He even got a nice, red pick-up truck. 
What he forgot was a wildlife guidebook. 

Instead of an elk, the New Yorker shot a feral 
llama. Evidently, he didn't realize his error un- 
til after he had photographed and "cleaned" 
(hunter-talk for skinning and gutting an ani- 
mal) his prized kill. He turned himself in to au- 
thorities, but Montana surprisingly has no law 
against shooting a llama without a permit. 

It's unclear if the man packed generic, 
New York-made picante sauce for his big 
trip out west. 

One for the Misanthropes 

Nine-year-old Nicholas Dyer may decide 
to stay away from mountain-ravaging ski re- 
sorts for a while after a close call near Lake 
Tahoe, California. Young Nicholas was try- 
ing out an advanced run at the Northstar Re- 
sort when a coyote came after him. 

"All of a sudden, out of the trees came a 
coyote," explained Cindi Dyer, Nicholas' 
mom. According to reports, she yelled, "Keep 


As Nicholas "bombed down the slope," an 
adult skier swept in to chase the coyote away. 

Idaho Tries Out the Gift Economy 

Idaho State Senator Gary Schroeder is very 
proud of a bill to ask each of the other 49 
states if they want some of Idaho's wolves. 
The bill was passed by the Idaho Senate 31-1 
on February 5. 

According to Schroeder, Idaho has an excess 
of wolves, and maybe the other states want 
some. His logic goes that you'll never know, 
unless you ask. Supposedly interested in saving 
tax dollars that may otherwise be spent fighting 
"radical leftist protectionists" in court over the 
wolves' delisting, he wants to spend tax dollars 
to ask states like Florida, Hawaii or Ohio if they 
would like a pack or two of wild wolves. , 

While some wolf somewhere may want to 
hang out with alligators, 
go to a Walmart, respecti 

tn 


Gregory Timmel was followed to 
his job of daily murder by Berke- 
ley Students for Animal Libera- 
tion. After Timmel left the parking 
garage, students proceeded to 
vandalize his automobile. „ 

The vandalizing was claimed 
in response to Timmel's abuse 
of animals at the Office of Lab- 
oratory Animal Care, where 
he works. The action was also 
done in solidarity with Stop 
Huntingdon Animal Cruelty- 
UK prisoners. 

More than 20 University of 
California, Los Angeles (UCLA) 
vehicles have been targets of 
sabotage, vandalism and theft. 
On February 6, the Animal Lib- 
eration Front took responsibility 
for sabotaging yet another van. 
The communique read, "Until 
the UC schools leave the ani- 
mals out of [their] bloodthirsty 
quest for power, as we have said 
before, there will be no backing 
down on our part." 

Still' in the game, the Animal 
Liberation Brigade torched a 
UCLA vivisector's vehicle on 
March 6. . David Jentsch, who 


works with notorious vivisec- 
tor Edythe London, addicting 
non-humyn primates to meth- 
amphetamines, was the target of 
this attack. 

"For the FBI, the more legit ac- 
tivists you fuck with, the more 
it inspires us," the communique 
warned. Sounds like we will be 
hearing from the Animal Libera- 
tion Brigade again soon. 

Chilean Anti- 
Authoritarians Have a 
Night on the Town 

Using the darkness of the 
night for cover on March 21, 
Chilean Anti-Authoritarians for 
Liberation got on their bikes, 
carrying super glue, spray paint 
and precut scraps of metal. 
Their first target was a bank that 
had its ATM door glued shut. 
The word, "closed," and a circle 
A were painted on the window. 
Then, they visited a fast food 
restaurant, where two padlocks 
were glued and "Meat=Death" 
was painted on the entrance. 
Their third destination was an 
exceptionally large butcher 


The flotilla of protesters blocking the world's largest coal port 


shop. Six padlocks were sealed 
with glue. After that, it was on 
to a painting spree of slogans 
for political prisoners and a 
little anti-communist rhetoric. 
Lastly, they descended on the 
last butcher shop of the night, 
where they sealed four padlocks 


February 8, a brick was thrown 
through the window of a fur 
store. At another fur store, ac- 
tivists got busy with some paint 
and let loose on the store's win- 
dows. Later, on February 15, 
bricks were thrown through the 
same fur store's windows. Unfor- 


and painted, "Murderers," on , tunately, on February 17, two ac- 


two doors. 

Their communique ex- 
plained the reasoning behind 
their late-night fun: "Sabotage 
against capital and the mur- 
derers will continue. We will 
not settle for just talk; direct 
action is a method of attack 
against those who have com- 
modified our lives and those 
of our animal brethren." 

Sweden Round-Up 
of Actions 

Throughout the past few 
months, people in Sweden have 
been busy. On February 1, there 
was fun to be had at the park. 
The penguin and seal ponds at 
a public park in the center of 
Slottsskogen were spray-painted, 
along with the workers' cars. On 


tivists were arrested on suspicion 
of trying to start a fire at a dif- 
ferent fur store. Best wishes for 
those two, and may the rest 
the night-time workers in Swe 
den stay busy! 

Springtime Cage Cleaning 

Six thousand pheasants were 
cutting loose after their March 
6 liberation from a farm that 
raises birds for hunting in 
Pesaro, Italy. "Tonight, you 
have discovered freedom" was 
found scrawled on a wall near 
the cut fence. 

Fourteen hundred mink 
jumped back into the game 
of life after their liberation on 
March 24 in Alslev, Denmark. 
Apparently, some felt like clean- 
ing out cages this Spring. 
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In 2002, while the war was ongoing, only' to see the money set aside for the road put 
100,000 cubic meters of timber were recorded toward improving ferry operations, 
and taxed. Surveys have shown that the ac- 
tual timber yield is closer to five times that. Rare Hawaiian Vine Designated 
Not only have European corporations been Endangered Species 
logging a chunk of rainforest the size of Mas- On March 17, a vine found only in wet 
sachusetts, they have been stealing it from forests on the Hawaiian island of Molokai 
some of the most economically deprived became the second species to be classified as 
people on the planet. endangered by the Obama administration. 

The vine was thought to be extinct in 1997, 
until two seedlings were found on a nature 
preserve in 2005. In 2007, 24 more plants 
were found in the wild. 

Many other plants throughout the Hawai- 
ian Islands are facing similar situations. The 
vine was one of 251 species on the candidate 
list, waiting for protection under the ESA. The 
species on the list have been there for an aver- 
age of 20 years, with at least 24 species having 
been driven to extinction while on the list. 


Beach Driving Ban Boosts 
Plovers and Sea Turtles 

Since a ban was implemented last 
. year on driving on the beaches of the 
Outer Banks — barrier islands on the At- 
lantic coast of North Carolina— during nest- 
ing seasons, populations of piping plovers 
and loggerhead sea turtles have increased. 
The driving ban caused- a backlash among 
beachgoers when it was implemented, since 
it coincides with the peak tourist season. 
Still, it only closes a mere 14 out of 67 miles 
of beach and just bans night driving. 

Plover breeding pairs have gone from six 
to 11. The number of loggerhead nests has 
increased from 82 to 112 in just one year. 
Plovers and loggerheads only nest on open 
beaches in the Southeast. The Outer Banks 
hosts some the longest undeveloped beaches 
in the Mid-Atlantic region. 


State of the Birds Released 

Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar released 
the first-ever comprehensive look at bird 
populations in the US. The report, released 
on March 19, showed that a third of the 800 
bird species in the US are endangered, threat- 
ened or in significant decline. Bird popula- 
tions in Hawai'i were in the greatest state of 
crisis, followed by birds inhabiting grasslands, 
arid lands and ocean coastlines. Habitat de- 
struction, invasive cats, towers and pesticides 
threaten the birds of the Hawaiian Islands. The Judge Rules to Protect Florida Reef 
report tried to mitigate this frightening news A South Florida judge ruled in early March 
with a reminder that wetland'restoration has to deny a dredging permit that would have 
helped populations of waterfowl recover. threatened the Florida Reef Tract. The dredg- 

ing would have brought 724,000 cubic yards 
of sand onto local beaches in a wealthy com- 
munity. The silt that would be stirred up from 
the dredging site could drift to the 7,000-year- 
old reef and choke out the life it supports. 

The judge ruled that the beach is not criti- 
cally eroded and would not warrant the use 
of dredged offshore sand. 


Chevron Not Guilty of Killings 

Chevron was found not liable for the 1998 
killing of protestors on an oil platform in 
Nigeria. The ease used the Alien Tort Claims 
Act, which allows people outside the US to 
sue corporations in US courts. 

The Ilaje people were living in poverty and 
had their fisheries destroyed by oil drilling. Af- 
ter having their complaints go unheard, 100 
unarmed Ilaje occupied a Chevron platform. 

Chevron called up the Nigerian military decided on March 3 to limit public involve- 
ment in forest policy. The Burnt Ridge salvage 
logging plan had already been withdrawn by 

the Forest Service, but the court ruled in favor Drilling Halted on Baca NWR 
of exemptions that limit appeals and public A drilling company was ordered to pull out 
hearings bin salvage Togging operations that all construction equipment until the effects of 


and flew a "kill-and-go" squad out in its 
helicopters. The soldiers opened fire on the 
protestors, killing two. Other protestors were 
arrested and tortured. Chevron claimed that 
the protestors were holding their workers 
hostage/though workers on the platform span fewer than 250 acres and forest-thinning two oil wells on Baca National Wildlife Refuge, 
had the situation under control. projects of fewer than 1,000 acres. The court Colorado's newest and largest wildlife refuge, 

also ruled that concerns like the health of the can be studied. The drilling would have a nega- 
forests were not sufficient to establish stand- tive impact on nearby Great Sand Dunes Na- 
ing, Standing means that someone must show tional park and threaten the water supply for 
concretely how they will be harmed by an ac- San Luis Valley. Conservation groups hope that 
tion in order to take the case to court. This rul- the Fish and Wildlife Service will buy out the 
ing could make it harder for forest defenders mineral rights from the drilling company as 
riot living in the proximity of specific forests part of its comprehensive plan for the refuge, 
to sue the Forest Service. 

r , _ Courts Kick Plantations 

EPA Delays Two Mountaintop Off Indian Land in Amazon 

Removal Permits , Brazil's Supreme Court ruled on March 12 in 

The Environmental Protection Agency favor of Amazonian forest people, protecting a 
(EPA) decided to suspend and review two piece of the Amazon Rainforest that they claim, 
permits for mountaintop removal (MTR), The Raposa Serra do Sol reservation enforces 
operations and delay hundreds of others the' sovereignty of the 18,000 natives and will 
on March 24. Initially, activists believed remove the rice farmers occupying these lands, 
that hundreds of MTR permits had been The reservation was established only three 
suspended because of ah exaggerated arti- years ago, and demarcation and enforcement 
cle from the Associated Press. The coal in- of it has been lax. Last year, when authorities 
dustry panicked ’and threatened to lay off tried to evict farmers, the farmers fought back 
the few people it still employs. In response, violently. These farmers grow rice,_beef and soy 
the EPA came out with a statement to reas- for export, and have been known to shoot at 
sure concerned parties that the hundreds natives. The Brazilian government has set aside 
of permits under review would more-than- 14.5 million acres to relocate the farmers, but 
likely be approved. farmers are not satisfied. For comparison, the 

size of the reservation is 4.2 million acres. 

Court Halts Juneau Road Project 

On February 13, a federal judge ruled that Oil Spill in Australia 
a road to Juneau, the capital of Alaska, is un- Qn March 11, Cyclone Hamish struck a 

necessary and that improved ferry service ship off of the coast of Queensland, Austra- 
should be studied as an alternative. Road- lia, spilling oil airing 37 miles of beach in 
The Democratic Republic of the Congo building advocates say that the $350 million and around Brisbane. The ship also lost 30 
(DRC) has canceled 91 logging deals after a road will improve access to the city. containers of synthetic fertilizer, 

six-month review of 156 existing deals, effec- Though the road would cut through 50 Initially, the shipping company reported 
tively shutting down some operations. These miles of undeveloped land, the Environ- that only 11,000 gallons of oil escaped from the 
deals were drawn up a decade ago during the mental Impact Statement for the road did ship, but it now says that "substantially more 
Second Congo War. The DRC is also cracking not look at increasing ferry service or reduc- oil was spilled," leaving the Australian govem- 
down on under-reporting of timber exports, ing ferry fares. Opponents of the road want ment to declare the area a disaster zone. 


Tonight, the Shredder Cannot 

Dine on Turtle Soup 

A coalition of wildlife groups is pushing 
states without limits on the capture of wild 
freshwater turtles to ban the harvest, filing 
emergency petitions against eight states on 
March 11. Rising demand for turtle meat 
for human consumption in Asia has led to 
skyrocketing turtle harvesting throughout 
the midwestern and southern US. Over the 
span of three years, a quarter million turtles 
passed through the Dallas-Forth Worth air- 
port on their way to Asia. 

In 2008, the coalition pressured Florida, 
Oklahoma, Georgia and Texas to regulate their 
turtle trades. These states have either enacted 
moratoriums or are in the process of drafting 
stricter rules. Now, the coalition is taking on 
Arkansas, Iowa, Kentucky, Louisiana, Missouri, 
Ohio, South Carolina and Tennessee. 

The increased harvest has led to local ex- 
tinctions, since traps do not distinguish be- 
tween rare and common turtles. Nine species 
of southern turtles are candidates for protec- 
tion under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), 
but have yet to be listed. 


Nigerians in the US for the Chevron case meet with community members in Richmond, California. 
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I n the Earth First! Journal's 20 th anniversary issue article 
on the Round River Rendezvous (RRR), Faith and 
Roxanne proposed changing the name of the gathering to 
"RCP," which stands for the "'really cool party 7 for lots of 
humans who are trying not to act like they're the center of 
the universe." Agreed. So, for the purpose of this article, 
the RRR will be known as the Really Cool Party (RCP). 
Now, to be completely honest, there is more to the RCP 
than just a great big party in the woods with some of your 
funkiest friends. There will be workshops and talks and 
tasks and chores and, well. . . you guessed it, partying. 


E ach morning will begin with morning circle, a 
good opportunity to see who rolled into camp in 
the night and hear what the day has to offer. Then, 
it's on to workshops (bring some ideas for workshops 
you would like to be involved in or lead), hiking, or 
hanging-out in the beautiful Pacific Northwest. In 
the evenings there may be fires (depends on rainfall), 
folks singing and dancing, or quiet times with pals 
you rarely see. It's up to you. The RCP is what you 
make it. Bring toys, learn new games to teach us, 
come with ideas to share. Costumes, instruments, 
skits and songs are encouraged to make the all-day 
EcoWarriors (EcoWackos?) Rally on Saturday, July 4, 
truly entertaining. 

D on't get me wrong, the RCP is not just fun and 
games (although it often seems that way). There 
is a lot of work that goes into throwing such a really 
cool party. You get to be involved in that too, because 
the Rendevous is a communal gatliering. Ever^dffeTs 
encouraged to pitch in. You can help by hauling water, 
gathering firewood, digging shitters, taking a turn at 
security or welcoming newcomers. 

N ow for the nitty-gritty: The shindig costs a whopping 
$25. The money goes to pay for this year's event 
with the rest going to next year's Winter Organizers 
„ Conference and RRR. Although they are not invited, 
there are bound to be media and law enforcement 
creeping around; simply accept it and act accordingly. 

On that note, offensive behavior, alchohol-induced or 
otherwise, will not be tolerated. There will be a conflict- 
resolution team on hand to deal with any problems. So 
please, come with respect, for yourself, your surroundings 
and others. 

L est we forget, we are going to be in the wilderness, 
so come prepared. Be self-sufficient and intelligent 
about your choices. Be prepared for camping in a cold, 
possibly wet or buggy environment. While the weather 
should be hot and dry, early Cascadian summers select 
against those who don't bring wet weather gear and 
SPF 30. Remember, this is not car camping. You will be 
hiking your gear into the site. 


E arth First! has always maintained its belief in self-sustainability. 

At this year's Rondy, we are encouraging all campers to 
provide, pack in and pack out all their own food, compost recycling 
and garbage. Seeds of Peace will be providing a communal kitchen 
for those who cannot provide for themselves. We are strongly 
encouraging a monetary, kitchen equipment, or food donation to 
the Earth First! kitchen or directly to Seeds of Peace. All leftover 
donations will go to future Earth First! events. If anyone is 
interested in helping collect donations, contact Shawn at cascadia_ 
ef@riseup.net. To donate prior to the event, send to: 

Cascadia Earth First!, POB 11662, Portland, OR 97211 
Seeds of Peace Collective, POB 7852, Missoula, MT 59807 

Y ou'll be happier if you bring: 

Musical instruments, food, flashlight and batteries, a tent or 
something to keep the mosquitoes out of your snoozing nostrils, 
insect repellent, sunscreen and a hat, raingear and tarps, personal 
first aid supplies, water containers and a water filter, compass, 
cooking and eating utensils, birth and disease control, toilet paper 
and other personal necessities, and... DIRECTIONS TO THE SITE! 
(Check the website listed below as the date gets closer.) 

F or the post-Rendezvous action, please bring: 

Twine, rope, duct-tape, tools (picks, shovels, pry bars, come- 
a-longs, monkeywrentches, etc.), pack food, banner-making 
supplies, costumes, radios, U-locks, chains, lockboxes, and video 
and still cameras (for the action only). 

■ y Dogs, bad attitudes, shit beer, rotting food, anything you are 
not prepared to pack out! 
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Oregon's Last Ancient Forests: 

Under Attach 

W ithin the zone of an internationally recognized 

biodiversity heritage site, the Klamath-Rogue-Umpqua 
Watersheds, we are preparing for the onslaught of thousands of 
acres of clearcuts and devastation. 

O nce again the forests of Cascadia face dire threats 

from federal agencies and political corruption. The Oregon 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM), under the jurisdiction 
of the Department of the Interior, has auctioned and awarded 
the "rights" to destroy more than 25,000 acres of public forests 
this Summer and next. The only thing (outside of our future 
intervention, if needed) keeping these sales from imminent 
cutting is the "Biological Opinion" due out this Spring. In theory, 
these opinions declare what impacts these timber sales will have 
on species listed under the Endangered Species Act. In practice 
these Biological Opinions have acted as blank checks to move ' 
logging forward. Since 2004, the Oregon BLM has been found 
guilty of breaking federal law by the 9th Circuit Court on at least 
six separate cases involving timber sales in southern Oregon. But 
really, why break the law when you can just change it? 

W e are still fighting the implementation of the Western 

Oregon Plan Revisions (WOPR), enacted on December 31, 
2008. This was a last-gasp attempt by the Bush administration 
to attack what remains of Oregon's old-growth forests. The 
WOPR allows the BLM to renege on its responsibilities under 
the Northwest Forest Plan of 1994 and increase logging by 436%'. 
Seventy percent of this new logging under the WOPR would be 
clearcuts. Apart from the obvious environmental repercussions 
of this plan, it also clearly undermines numerous current laws 
and plans, including the Clean Water Act and the Oregon 
Salmon Plan. Of our last remaining old-growth stands, 100,000 
acres would be cut and existing streamside protections would 
be sliced in half. After so many years of devastation, the twisted 
lust to kill off the ancient ones remains unabated. 

R oughly 20% of all global warming emissions are the result of 
deforestation. According to forest scientists at Oregon State 
University, "Forests in the Pacific NW have among the highest 
carbon storage density of any forests in the world." Replacing 
these native stands with monoculture populations would 
reduce carbon-storage capacity, increase fire risk and decrease 
viable habitat for many species. The BLM states plainly that the 
WOPR would result in 180 million more tons of carbon in the 
atmosphere than a plan that would conserve forests for carbon 
storage. That is the equivalent of putting one million more cars 
on the road in Oregon for 132 years! This puts the WOPR in 
clear contradiction of greenhouse gas reduction targets that the 
governor and Oregon's legislators signed into law in 2007. 

T he threat is unmistakable. Countless of our sister and brother 
creatures and their homes. in the forest are in danger. The 
spotted owl continues its 4%-a-year descent into slow extinction. 
With the WOPR, timber harvesting would scar one million acres. 
Approximately 40,000 rural Oregonians live within a half mile of 
BLM land and their homes, drinking water and local economies 
are at risk from this foolish plan. 

W hile liberals are busy speaking in tongues and fainting in 
the presence of Obama the Messiah, the WOPR continues 
on undaunted. Oregon's Governor Kulongoski has appealed the 
WOPR, but state legislators are poised to introduce legislation 
in support of the WOPR. We see the fiction of their laws, 
broken when it pleases them, altered on a whim. Clearly we 
cannot stand complacent with baited breath for some political 
solution. With the global economic crisis, we have a window of 
unique opportunity. The compulsive building has slowed and 
timber prices are severely slumped. These companies cannot 
•afford to deal with costly opposition. These matters are in our 
hands. We are poised on the edge of a knife, waiting for these 
ancient forests to fall. Where will you be this Summer when the 
chainsaws roll and the trees cry out? ( See back page.) 


Elliot State Forest 

WOPR threatens to cut big trees soon on BLM lands, 
i^rand tne Forest Service is proposing a nasty sale in Diamond 
Lake's roadless areas, but, right now, as you read this, the big- 
gest, oldest trees in Oregon are being clearcut in the Elliott State 
Forest, taking the habitat of endangered species like the northern 
spotted owl, marbled murrelet and Coho salmon. 

T here is a lawsuit bouncing trying to stop this illegal taking of 
endangered species habitat, but it could be a long time before 
we win it. Meanwhile, over 500 acres of owl habitat could be 
clearcut this Summer and another 500 acres next Summer. 

O regon's Elliott State Forest is 93,282 acres of public lands locat- 
ed near the coast, between Reedsport and Coos Bay. It burned 
in 1868, so it was passed over when the Oregon Coast Range was 
largely slicked off after World War II. Logging didn't start in ear- 
nest on the Elliott until the 1970s. Today, about half of the Elliott is 
a 130-ryear-old, never-before-logged, native coastal forest. Trees can 
get pretty big on the coast in 130 years, providing a complex for- 
est structure just a few miles from the Pacific Ocean that makes it a 
haven for marbled murrelets. 

U nfortunately, the trees are going fast. The resulting clearcuts 
are sprayed with herbicides to enslave the woods to tree 
plantations. The reason owl habitat can be clearcut is because in 
1995 Oregon state got a "habitat conservation plan" that allowed 
46 owls to be killed (the official word is "taken," as in an "Inciden- 
tal Take Permit") if the state protected 23 owls. Now, there are less 
owls than that, and even they could be in trouble. 

T here is no such allowance to kill murrelets. Marbled murrelets 
are an endangered sea bird that depend on big, old forests near 
the ocean for nesting. Unfortunately, the good and best murrelet 
habitat, even though it has never been surveyed, is now threatened 
with clearcutting under a new "habitat conservation" plan. 


The trees really are ancient (andf*k*n huge!) in the Elliot. 

T here are so many murrelets interfering with the plan to clearcut 
owl habitat, that Oregon wants to do a new habitat conservation 
plan that will allow them to clearcut the best murrelet habitat, with 
no surveys to find out how many actual birds they are killing! 

O regon's Department of Forestry is not going to survey for spot- 
ted owls any more either. The last comprehensive spotted owl 
survey was done in 1991. There is no way to know for sure if the 500 
acres that are slated to be clearcut this Summer have had spotted 
owls move in since then. 

T he Elliott is a beautiful forest to visit. There are nice camp- 
ing areas several places along the gorgeous Millicoma River 
that flows through the Elliott. While you are in the area, some of 
the local sites to see are Roseburg Forest Product's clearcuts on the 
Elliott, as well as dramatic views of the adjoining Weyerhaeuser 
Millicoma Tree Farm: 200,000 acres on the south side of the Elliott. 

F or more information about the Elliott, visit www.umpqua- 
watersheds.org/local/ESF_main.html and http://cascwild.org/ 
elliott.html. 
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Our Gas Problem Blue Mountains 


4E? He* 


T here are proposals for 3 new Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) ter- 
minals in Oregon. These sprawling facilities would be located 
just south of Astoria (Oregon LNG), about 40 miles inland on the 
Columbia River (Bradwood Landing and Palomar Pipeline) and 
outside Coos Bay {Jordan Cove). 

P roposals for 3 new LNG terminals and the 596 miles of new 
natural gas pipelines that would have to be laid are environ- 
mental catastrophes. Just a few of the issues associated with the 
pipelines are: 

• The Bradwood site would require dredging of 
700,000 cubic meters of riverbed. 

• The Palomar Pipeline crosses 250 streams and 
rivers, some of them multiple times resulting in 
292 crossings. 

• The, crossings, along with the dredging, repre- 
sent a major degradation to salmonid habitat. 

• Billions of dollars have been spent in restora- 
tion efforts of salmonid habitat. The LNG proj- 
ects would heavily impact much of this area. 

• A 120-foot-wide corridor would have to be 
scraped bare for the construction of the pipelines. 

Considering the fact that the majority of the 596 
miles runs through forested land, this could re- 
sult in upwards of a 500-mile-long clearcut. 

• 40 miles of the Palomar Pipeline run through " 

Mount Hood National Forest. That equals a 580- 
acre clearcut. 


It 





Wildlife Issues 

Red tree vele 


Pileated woodpecker foraging, 
Umatilla N.F. 


’his 4" mammal lives its 
forests in western Oregon 


in the upper canor 
1 is a major food sot 


threatened northern spotted owl. The species is protected by the 
Survey and Manage Strategy of the Northwest Forest Plan, which 
requires agencies to "look before they log" and buffer any discov- 
ered nests. 


Gray waif 


E radicated from much of the West in the early to mid 20th cen- 
tury by trapping, hunting and poisoning, wolves have begun 
to migrate back into Oregon since their reintroduction into central 
Idaho in 1995. In 2005, Oregon passed a recovery plan to officially 
allow wolves back into the state in order to meet recovery goals. 
Currently, the federal government is proposing to de-list the species 
in the West, which would make shooting wolves legal and poten- 
tially cripple Oregon's recovery efforts. 


Northern spatted awl 


A mature-forest-dependant species, the owl's population has 
been seriously affected by unchecked logging of its habitat 
over the past century. Listed as threatened under the Endangered 
Species Act in 1990, the owl's population continues to decline at 
approximately 3.9 % each year throughout its range. Ongoing an- 
cient forest logging, wildfire, and barred owl invasion all contrib- 
ute to this. Unknowns like global climate change. West Nile virus 
and sudden oak death present further threats to the species. 


Cougar 


L ike the gray wolf, the cougar is a species that has been long per- 
secuted by humans in the West. In 1994 Oregon voters passed 
Measure 18, which banned the cruel practice of hound hunting the 
big cats. This led to a rebound of the species' population. In 2007 the 
Oregon Legislature overturned Measure 18 by reinstating hound 
hunting. This law helps implement the recently passed Oregon 
Cougar Management Plan, which proposes to cull the state's big cat 
population by killing 2,000 of them. 


T he Blue Mountains of eastern Oregon are a diverse wild 
bioregion encompassing high desert ecosystems on ancient 
lava flows with endangered species such as pygmy rabbits and 
sage grouse, and adapted unique species such as desert foxes, 
kangaroo rats, and pronghorn antelopes. There are national monu- 
ment sites with world-heritage-status 40-million-year-old fossil 
records, and national forests ranging from dry ponderosa pine, 
juniper woodlands and aspen groves to high-elevation mixed- 
conifer ecosystems. The forests are populated with gray wolves, 
wolverine, lynx, pine marten, cougars, black bear, elk, mule deer, 
coyotes, bobcats, beaver, otter, mink, porcupines, 
skunks, and a large variety of rodents, reptiles, 
insects and birds, including neotropical songbirds, 
pileated woodpeckers, northern goshawks, great 
grey owls, and bald and golden eagles, plus fish 
species including Chinook salmon, steelhead trout 
and bull trout. The amphibians include Columbia 
and Oregon spotted frogs. 

T he Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project 

works to protect native biodiversity and eco- 
logical integrity throughout the Blue Mountains 
in eastern Oregon and into the Ochoco Mountains 
in Central Oregon, including the range of the 
northern spotted owl on the east slope of the Cas- 
cade Mountains, with Shasta red fir, white pine, 
mountain hemlock, sugar pine and incense cedar 
in diverse eastern Cascade forests. 

i 

W e use legal processes of field-surveying pro- 
posed timber sales, commenting on agency 
projects including toxic herbicide use. Off High- 
way Vehicle management plans, livestock grazing 
on public lands, mining, and proposed species . 
eradication or predator control projects over four 
national forests and one BLM district. We also 
negotiate, appeal and litigate to significantly modify or stop eco- 
logically destructive plans, sales and projects. We will be giving 
workshops on timber-sale monitoring and ending corporate rule, 
and activist skills trainings at the RRR to encourage participants 
to stay after the RRR to help us field-check proposed timber sales 
in eastern Oregon. In the process, you hike and camp in national 
forests, travel through high desert BLM lands, swim in rivers or 
lakes along the way, and learn about forest ecology, fire ecology, 
wild plant and animal identification, and how to stop timber sales 
and other agency projects legally. At the same time, you help us by 
recording information that is useful for comments, negotiations, 
appeals and potential lawsuits. Most volunteers also see lots of 
wildlife in the process. ‘ 

T he Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project defeated two major 
timber sales just last year, based on the field work of our vol- 
unteers. This year, major timber sales and fuel-reduction projects 
needing field-checking include the Canyon timber sale in the 
Ochoco National Forest, the Cobbler sale (proposing.to violate the 
21 -inch-diameter limit on cutting live trees) in the Umatilla Na- 
tional Forest, the Galena sale on the Malheur National Forest, and 
the Knott and Jane fuel reduction sales on the Malheur National 
Forest. The Jane sale is being planned by a local collaborative 
group in conjunction with the Forest Service. 

W e can't possibly cover the thousands of acres of timber sales 
on the ground every year without the help of volunteers 
like you. No experience is necessary. There will be a field-checking 
"blitz" after the RRR (and any associated direct action) in a pro- 
posed timber sale, as well as a field-checking and timber-sale- 
monitoring workshop at the RRR. The longer you stay with us 
after the RRR, the more you experience the big ,wild lands of 
eastern Oregon, the more you learn and the more you help our 
forest-defense efforts. Fieldchecking generally runs from June 
through September or later. Volunteers need to be self-sufficient 
with hiking and camping gear, possess at least minimal and provi- 
sion for any special needs. 

F or more information, call Karen Coulter at 541.385.9167. Leave 
a message with your phone number and ask any questions, or 
find me at the RRR. Come to the Wild with us! 
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C ome a week early to the RRR for a 6-day training and workshop 
event at the same location as the RRR, from June 20 to 26. 

T his will be a safe(r) space where transgendered, intersexed, gender- 
queer-, androgynous- or womyn-identified folk share skills in an 
empowering environment. We will be experiencing the land before 
all of the RRR attendees arrive, and we will be providing skillshares 
on how to help set up large camps for gatherings. There will also 
tons of other workshops and trainings on many diverse issues. Central 
theme here: FUN! 

W e are now putting out a call for workshop presenters and trainers! 

If you are transgendered, intersexed, genderqueer, androgynous 
or womyn-identified and would like to get involved in the organizing or 
would like to give a workshop, please get in touch! (Contact info n.) 


F ollowing the RRR, there will be a week-long intensive climbing and rigging camp from July 8 to 15. The camp is designed 
for individuals who already have basic climbing knowledge and are looking to expand their skill base to include more 
advanced rigging techniques. The camp is being put on by the Earth First! Climbers Guild. All are welcome to come to the 
camp, but be advised that you must have your own climbing harness and have basic knowledge of climbing techniques. (You 
can brush up on these at the RRR beforehand.) There will be a $30 fee that will go toward camp necessities and climbing gear 
that we will be using. Location information will be forthcoming, but the camp will be in the same basic geographic area as the 
rondy. You must RSVP to efclimbers@gmail.com if you wish to come. Also, if you are an experienced rigger that would like to 
come and help teach, please get in touch! Checkout EFclimbers.net for more information. 


■- 


P resumably, you have just read about the state of Oregon's ancient forests and public lands. It's all much more of the same 
doom and gloom (not the good kind) that we have come to expect. 



• 25,000 acres of public land cuts? 

• 436% increase in logging? 

• More clearcuts and herbicides in the Elliot? 

S o, the real question then is what are you going to do 
about it? The solution is just as clear as the threat. 
One more summer of complacency and unabashed 
ecological destruction or one more summer spent 
with your dearest friends in the forests of Cascadia 
confronting the death machine? For us, it's simple. 
We'll be here fighting for the forests weiove. We will 
have a camp in the forest and friendly houses in the 

city. We're inviting 
comrades 


young 
and less young, 
experienced and less 
experienced to join 
us for a summer, a 
month or even just a 
few days. 
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W e'll be hosting 

an action camp in western Oregon May 23 to 25>. arid you are cordially invited to 
attend. Come to learn and teach; stay to defend. 

T o receive your own personal welcoming committee, or to get involved in any capacity, e-tnail 
forestdefensenow@gmail.com or visit forestdefensenow.org. See you in the woods! 
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by the Roadshow Crew 

As of the beginning of April, the Earth 
First! roadshow is going strong. From Ari- 
zona to Southern California to Oklahoma, 
Texas, and Florida, traveling with an arsenal 
of climb trainings, direct-action workshops 
and a badass puppetshow, this crew of eco- 
warriors has been connecting with organiz- 
ers all over the southern part of the US. 

The EF! roadshow set out after this year's Or- 
ganizers' Conference with goals of networking 
with local activist communities, revitalizing a 
culture of direct-action organizing and getting 
people excited to carry on the rich history 
of’ EF!. The roadshow is traveling with a se- 


movement. We're hoping that he roadshow 
will provide local groups not only with mo- 
tivation and inspiration, but also a toolbox 
of knowledge and tactics to draw on in their 
local organizing. Everyday, we're meeting 
more of the incredible movers and shakers 
of today's ecological resistance. Each night, 
more people tell us that they're committed 
to traveling to this Summer's Rendezvous 
to see what kind of movement EF! is. We're 
convinced that this year's Round River Ren- 
dezvous is going to be one of the largest, 
rowdiest and most-inspiring gatherings EF! 
has seen in years. 

Despite our excitement about all of the resis- 
tance we're seeing, we are realizing — with each 



ries of interactive presentations that involve audience filled predominately with young, thus far! FFere are some shout-outs to ba- 

singing, games and direct-action demonstra- patch-clad anarchists — that our presenta- dass crews who really pulled it together and 

tions. We compiled a slideshow, depicting past tions are failing to reach a broader crowd showed us a great time! 

and current scenes of resistance. Through im- that extends beyond a subculture that is fa- Prescott, Arizona: A small crew at the Cata- 
ages, statistics and anecdotes, we're articulat- miliar to many of us. We are observing that lyst Infoshop made us feel like old-time friends 

ing what we are defending and why we must many local EF! groups lack ties with other and rallied their community for a whole day 

fight. We're hoping to excite people about community environmental groups and see of last-minute trainings and workshops, 

direct-action tactics by setting up lockboxes, this as a growing point, not just in our out- Oklahoma City:- We presented to about 

climb lines and tripods during our presenta- reach strategies as a roadshow, but in our 50 folks at the local infoshop. The day after 

tions, and by piecing together a cross-country networking strategies as a movement. We our presentation, we stuck around and did a 

map of current threats to the environment are hoping that as we continue across the handful of workshops to help folks gear up for 

and our responses to these threats. country, we and our hosts will put more en- resisting local logging and gas exploration. 

We are also working hard to raise aware- ergy into forming ties with a larger base of New Orleans: We spent two days there. The 
ness of the government repression that our radicals and organizers first day, we did workshops on consensus and fa- 

movement is facing and to rally support Everyday, we find our own enthusiasm cilitation, security culture and tripods, and gave 
for our comrades in prison. Our presen- growing for what this movement is and what the presentation. The next day, local folks put 

tation includes a puppetshow featuring potential it has. One of the most inspiring on a raucous benefit show for us with really 

woodland creatures that illustrates the im- parts of our tour has been facilitating an all good bands that got shut down (twice!), 

portance of discretion and trust to protect kids' action in Gainesville, Florida. Seeing a Gainsville, Florida: They've nearly suc- 
ourselves against prosecution when in- group of people from four to 12 years old do ceeded in kicking Plum Creek out of town, 

volved in a direct-action movement. Also, all of the work to organize an office demon- and there's a lot of local struggles going on. • 

each night, we circulate paper through the stration against Plum Creek developments More than 50 folks came out to our presenta- 

audience and collectively write a letter of in Maine and Florida gave us reassurance tion at the Civic Media Center the first night 

support to a different political prisoner. We that there is energy still very alive and con- we were in town, and about the same num- 

have already sent off more than two-dozen tinuing to build in our communities. ber joined us the next day for workshops • 

letters to our friends in jail. We recognize With a month and a half down and three that included direct-action training for kids, 
that the Green Scare is one of the biggest more to go, we're stoked to see what else this backwoods survival and climb trainings, 
threats to this movement right now and are roadshow has the potential to be. To send Ft. Myers, Florida: We teamed up with 
excited about the conversations we've been us your feedback, criticism and advice, con- our buddies in the band, Here's to the Long 

having with activists all over the county tact earthfirstroadshow@gmail.com. Don't Haul, at this remarkable location called the 

about how to respond f p this threat, These forget to check ,out,www,earthfirstrpadshojv, Hapahatchee. Center to present to folks who 

conversations are expanding out notions of wordpressicom "to find out how you can plug are combating climate change locally! 

what it means to be supportive in a radi- in. We can't wait to see you when we come Lake Worth, Florida: The fine folks of Lake 

cal community and have made us aware of through your town! Worth had the brilliant idea of combining 

how much growing we still need to do. The Earth First! roadshow is a group of front-line our presentation into a local-foods benefit 

Already, in our six weeks on the road, we organizers from bioregions all over this country, dinner. We enjoyed a delicious meal, lis- 

have led 25 presentations and put on more They want to thank all of you who have already tened to the rabble-rousing tunes of. Valerie 

than 30 workshops. We're traveling with hosted them in your towns, fed them some dank- C. Wisecracker, and did the show for a crowd 

more than 15 workshops on everything ass food and shown them a sweet time. They want of close to 50 folks who are holding strong 

from a basic know-your-rights training to di- the rest of you all to visit the webpage and find out against Florida Power and Light's plans to 

rect action 101 to anti-oppression in the EF! when they'll be coming to hang out with you! build the largest power plant in the US. 
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by Maya Face and Attila 

After getting lost on untamed 
backroads and watching the sun- 
rise over a gorgeous mesa, our bel- 
lies filled only with dumpstered 
gas-station food and gourmet 
chocolates, our crew stumbled 
through an unusual territory to 
our destination. Expecting to see 
deserts filled with saguaros, I was 
excited to see what had origi- 
nally inspired me to join Earth 
First! — trees! This Winter's Orga- 


were workshops on borders 
and immigration issues, direct- 
action trainings, climate change 
and EF!, plant identification, the 
Beehive's new coal poster, start- 
ing new EF! groups, attacking in- 
frastructure, tripod set-ups, and 
facilitation and consensus. 

In the Earth First! Journal dis- 
cussion, we addressed a proposal 
to move the. Journal to Asheville, 
North Carolina. Many people sup- 
ported the proposal, but there was 
a little hesitance, especially from 


tt 1 nizers' Conference (OC) was held people more familiar with the city. 

f t in a sky island, where trees grow Some thought that the people in 


more positive about moving 
forward with the struggle. 

For the action, we planned to 
block the street in front of the 
US Forest Service (USFS) office in 
downtown Tucson. This involved 
bicycles, a tripod and lots of en- 
thusiastic people. The tripod 
team was able to unload and 
deploy the tripod in less than a 
minute. The bummer, however, 
was that the climber didn't make 
it to the top in time, because the 
police were waiting at the USFS 
building. The media later reported 
that there had been 100 police as- 


There was a reasonable amount 
of media coverage, and other 
groups working on stopping the 
mine appreciated our action. 
Even if the actions were not as 
spectacular as some had hoped, 
it boosted existing resistance to 
the mine. 

Decentralizing and delegating 
tasks could have prevented some 
of the problems that occurred at 
this year's OC. Organizers need 
to be better about communicat- 
ing their needs to the group and 
trusting people with carrying out 
tasks. We also need to be better 



alongside shrubs, and a lovely, Asheville still needed to address a 
O calming stream flows over multi- few concerns. We decided that the 

r ^ colored rocks. The sun bright- Journal collective should go ahead 

ened our spirits and the warm as if the move will be next Spring. 

VI smiles brought us into the morn- We will check back in at the Jour- 

ing circle. nal discussion at this Summer's 

This calming stream is on the Round River Rendezvous (RRR). If 

• chopping block, as a proposed there are major concerns, we'll ad- 

€3 open-pit mine loomed over the dress them there. 

camp. The Santa Rita Mountains The people involved with the 
P P had faced destruction from min- Interstate-69 campaign took 

O ing once before, but people sue- time to debrief about all that 

cessfully pushed the effort back, happened this year. Though 

Now, the Rosemont Copper many people seemed glum about 

d > Company wants to destroy the the events that had transpired 

* mountains with the construction (especially the SLAPP suits), ev- 

C3 of an open-pit copper mine. The eryone seemed to come out of 

slag from the mine would either the long talk feeling better and 

0^0 be dumped directly in the val- 
leys or piled up, killing every- ' — — ” " 

thing living there. The mine V " ~ 

would leach heavy metals into / - u 

streams and leave an irreparable j ^ 

open sore. Of course, Rosemont 
claims they can gouge this sore 

in the greenest way possible. ' i vWrnfy 

We hoped that our gathering 
could help stop the mine. 

Discussion topics during the |||| 

OC included: the Green Scare; / 

goals, strategies and tactics; the / ^ m "V 

Earth First ! Journal, bum-out and / 
checking in about anti-oppression l 

organizing within EF!. There ) , 


about stepping up and learning 
how to do some more compli- 
cated tasks. 

While there were problems 
with the organizing and the ex- 
ecution of the gathering and ac- 
tion, Earth First! is still a force 
to reckon with. Several people 
seemed excited about start- 
ing or rekindling EF! groups in 
their region, and High Country 
EF! had their first meeting at 
the OC. There are mines to be 
stopped, roads to be blocked, 
forests to save and power plants 
to shut down. Let's think about 
how to create vibrant biore- 
gional groups, and actually fol- 
low through with these plans. 
We're Earth First!; action is 
what we're good at. Come to 
the RRR and bring along some 
new faces — or some old faces 
that haven't been to a RRR in 
a while. Be ready to help out, 
host some workshops, cook 
some food, have some fun on 
late-night security shifts and 
shut some shit down! 

Maya Face is a transient bio- 
centrist who loves life. Attila is 
\ a biocentrist who also loves life, 
except for human babies and in- 
( testinal parasites. 
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Another Fraud Lawsuit Against 
Maxxam and Hurwitz 

It ain't over 'til it's over. We finally got cor- 
porate raider extraordinaire Charles Hurwitz 
out of our forests in California — after two 
decades of rape and ruin in the redwoods — 
when Maxxam's subsidiary, Pacific Lumber, 
went bankrupt in 2007 and Maxxam did not 
play the winning card. However, Maxxam 
and Charlie Hurwitz himself profited might- 
ily from their disastrous and often-illegal cor- 
porate reign in California's North Coast, and 
Hurwitz never was held accountable. There 
is a glimmer of hope in a lawsuit coming to 
trial in Oakland that will take another whack 
at that accountability, and Hurwitz himself is 
on the roster for this round in court. 

A former head of California's Department 
of Forestry filed a lawsuit alleging fraud 
in 2006. The suit specifically charges that 
Maxxam defrauded the State of California 
out of hundreds of millions of dollars by 
sabotaging the Headwaters Forest deal that 
was negotiated over several years and signed 
in 1999. Everyone from Bill Clinton to Sen- 
ator Dianne Feinstein to Hurwitz was in on 
the negotiations, jockeying for the right to 
claim they had "saved" Headwaters For- 
est, and Maxxam took home close to half 
a billion dollars and additional forestland 
for a scant 7,400 acres. Hurwitz got an $11 
million personal bonus. The fraud is based 
on the Sustained Yield Plan the corpora- 
tion was required to submit, which, it turns 
out, was manipulated to show logging and 
regeneration projections that were impos- 
sible and falsified. 

For more information from Bay Area 
Coalition for Headwaters, visit www. 
headwaterspreserve.org. 

— Karen Pickett 

HLS Grasping at Straws 

On March 3, a top Huntingdon Life Sci-. 
erices (HLS) board member made what's 
been called a last-ditch attempt to save the 
floundering company. Andrew Baker pro- 
posed buying all outstanding shares in HLS, 
which would cost him around $90 million. 
Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty (SHAC), 
a group that exists solely to put HLS out 
of business, claims that this move is a "last 
throw of the dice" for the largest contract 
animal testing laboratory in Europe (though 
it also operates in the US). SHAC pointed 
out that HLS' stocks are at their lowest value 
in more than four years and are only 20 per- 
cent of what they were worth in October. 
The group sees Baker only offering to buy 


these stocks because nobody else will. Still, 
it's unclear if he can raise the money if HLS' 
board approves the proposal. 

On January 17, Baker announced that HLS 
was trying to move its financial headquarters 
back to England, get an English bank account 
and secure an English loan. However, an HLS 
spokespersyn denied these claims, saying 
they were only a "personal view and a long- 
term aim for the company." (In 2G00, every 
bank in England refused to do business with 
HLS, so it became administered by the state- 
owned Bank of England. In the next years, 
the company incorporated itself in the US to 
take advantage of laws that allow for more 
anonymity for shareholders.) 

So, will Baker's plan work and make HLS 
more financially viable, or will this be the 
last stand of a dying monster? Time will tell, 
but according to SHAC, anti-HLS protests 
were up 18 percent in 2008 (829) compared 
to 2007 (700). While HLS tries to get back 
on its feet, the movement to shut it down 
is thriving. 

Everglades Land Deal Chopped 

In the continuing saga of the deteriorat- 
ing state of Florida's River of Grass, Florida 
Governor Charlie Crist revised a celebrated 
conservation deal for the second time. On 
April Fools' Day, Crist said Florida would buy 
75,000 acres of Everglades land from US Sugar 
Corporation for $500 million, down from 
the previous 180,000 acres for $1.34 billion. 
Still, he reserved the right for "wiggle room" 
in the new, more modest plan. 

Crist has been eager to reach a deal with 
US Sugar and Florida Crystals, both major 
growers of sugar cane in the Everglades, to 
set aside land for preservation. In June, he 
announced the 180,000-acres deal, but due 
to the tumbling economy, Florida no longer 
has the revenue. 

Florida Crystals owns what some consider 
the "missing link," a prime parcel of land 
that connects the Everglades with its primary 
water source, Lake Okeechobee. As of press 
time, no deal has been publicly cemented 
with Florida Crystals. Due to finances, that 
deal may be a long ways off. 

Utah Student Facing Felonies 

Also on April Fools' Day, the federal gov- 
ernment charged Tim DeChristopher with 
two felonies. DeChristopher is the Univer- 
sity of Utah student who infiltrated a public 
lands auction on December 19, grabbed a 
bidding paddle and purchased 22,000 acres 
for $ 1 . 79 million that he didn't have (see EF!f 


March-April 2009). He is now being charged 
with interfering with a federal auction and 
making false representations at an auction. 
He could face up to 10 years in prison and a 
$750,000 fine. 

Meanwhile, Ken Salazar, the incoming 
Secretary of the Interior, invalidated the 
sale of 77 leases involved in that auction, 
covering 103,000 acres near Vernal, Moab 
and Price, Utah. Salazar said the Bush ad- 
ministration never should have put this 
land up for sale, due to the proximity to na- 
tional parks and monuments. 

Lawsuit Against Indigenous 
Activists 

Canadian National Railway (CN) filed two 
lawsuits in a Toronto court against members 
of the Mohawk Community of Tyendinaga, 
in what's considered Ontario, Canada. The 
suit names Shawn Brant, Jason Maracle, Tara 
Green, "Jane and John Doe," and Mohawk 
families and communities in connection 
with blockades on CN tracks during April 
2007. A separate suit was filed against Shawn 
Brant for his role in a blockade on June 29, 
2007 (see EF!J September-October 2007). 

Legal Wranglings From the RNC 

David McKay, one of the Texas Two accused 
of possessing Molotov cocktails during the 
Republican National Convention (RNC), 
changed his plea to guilty on March 16. Pre- 
viously, he had pled not guilty due to entrap- 
ment by the snitch, Brandon Darby. This 
resulted in a hung jury in January. He is now 
awaiting sentencing. • 

Bradley Crowder, the other Texas Two 
defendant, agreed to testify against David 
McKay, his good friend. Crowder pled guilty 
in January and is also awaiting sentencing. 

The Earth First! journal is uncomfortable 
offering support to either of the Texas 
Two. There has been sketchiness surround- 
ing information McKay has given about 
others since his arrest last Summer. Ad- 
ditionally, Crowder's agreement, to testify 
against McKay undermines any support 
we could give him. However, we want to 
point out that much of their radical com- 
munity in Austin, Texas, is still support- 
ing both McKay and Crowder. 

Matt DePalma — who is not one of the 
Texas Two, but who also pled guilty to pos- 
sessing Molotov cocktails — was sentenced 
on March 10 to three and a half years in 
prison and an additional thfee years of su- 
pervised parole. He is listed on our prisoner 
page on page 26. 
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With Tristan 

In Our Thought 


continued from page l of protecting the trees, was wildly successful 
the Nevada Test Site, Ward Valley and espe- in inspiring thousands of people around the 
dally the forests of Northern California with world, and synthesizing direct action and ur- 
EF!. For the last two years, Tristan was a big part ban ecology. 

of the Memorial Oak Grove treesit in Berkeley, Tristan remains in serious condition in 
California, especially in the harrowing last days an Israeli hospital. While his function- 
when, from the tree platforms and branches, ing is slowly improving, the long-term 
he personally held off the goons. . effects of having part of his brain re- 

"In June, our tree village was attacked moved will not be known for some time, 
by numerous climbers, five cherry pickers, His family and friends are demanding Is- 
a giant 300-foot crane and police from all rael take full responsibility for shooting 
^ over California," he wrote in an article for him and pay all medical expenses: — af- 
| the Earth First! journal (see EF!j November- tercare as well as hospitalization. Tristan 
9" December 2008). "In some cases, when ex- is fighting for his life courageously, as 
| tractors attacked people, treesitters were not he has been fighting for the Earth and 
? afraid to fight back. It took 23 hours over the her people for decades. 

| course of. two days to destroy our tree vil- For more information, visit www. 
lage and cut our traverse lines." This broad- justicefortristan.org; www.palsolidarity. 
based community effort, while falling short org. , . . , 


Tristan at the Berkeley sit 
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Continued from page 1 

This act also comes at a time when the usefulness of wilderness 
designation is in doubt. The effects of climate change have infil- 
trated every part of the planet, including wilderness areas that have 
been spared the chainsaw or the bulldozer. Sky island ecosystems in 
the Southwest are already suffering, and pine beetles are destroying 
forests throughout the Rockies. Still, key to solving climate change, 
the extinction epidemic and problems with invasive species is to 
give ecosystems some breathing room. Bioregional wildlands plans 
are integral in order to allow ecosystems to adapt to climate change 
and start to stabilize the climate. Congress can be good for setting 
aside public lands in the West, but if we are going to make any real 
dent in stopping ecological collapse, we need to continue fighting 
for wildlands in places like Indiana, Maine, North Carolina, Ne- 
braska and Texas. 

Omnibus bills are consolidations of non-controversial bills so that 
Congress can vote on them as one big package instead of spending 
time on hundreds of individual bills. In California, the Omnibus 
Lands Management Act designates wilderness within the deserts 
of Joshua Tree National Park, and the Santa Rosa and San Jacinto 
Mountains, and protects wild riv- 
ers in Riverside County. In the 
Sierra Nevada, it protects glacial 
valleys and lakes of the High Si- 
erra and the White Mountains, 
home to 4,000-year-old bristle- 
cone pines. Some of these areas 
were previously open to snow- 
mobiles and off-road vehicles. 

The act protects the Amargosa 
River, the only perennial river in 
Death Valley. Along with other 
wilderness within Sequoia-Kings 
Canyon National Park, the act 
protects the Mountain Grove, the 
largest stand of giant sequoias in 
the park. 

In Colorado, the act creates the 
210,000-acre Dominguez Canyon 
National Conservation Area in 
the canyonlands west of the Rock- 
ies. This area hosts ancient petro- 
glyphs and dwellings, meadows 
covered in wildflowers and desert 
bighorn sheep habitat. At Rocky 
Mountain National Park, the act 
finally implements the National 
Park Service's recommendation 
from the 1970s to designate 

250.000 acres of wilderness. 

Wilderness proponents in 

Oregon helped protect many 
biologically critical areas. The 
act designates wilderness with- 
in Cascade-Siskiyou National 
Monument and buys out graz- 
ing rights, protecting ancient forests and meadows. It protects 
old-growth Douglas fir and Port-Orford cedar forests in central 
Oregon, including the headwaters of the Elk River, the healthiest 
salmon fisheries on the west coast. Mt. Hood now has an additional 

130.000 acres of designated wilderness, including ancient forests, 
and nearly 80 miles of wild rivers. Part of this wilderness would 
not exist if treesitters at Eagle Creek had not stopped a timber sale 
seven years ago. The Omnibus Act also protects desert wilderness in 
the watershed of the John Day River in the Spring Basin. 

Across the West, other wildernesses are now protected, including 
more than a half-million acres of high desert and several hundred 
miles of wild rivers in southwestern Idaho, as well as 16,000 acres of 
canyon country -and pinion pine forests in northern New Mexico. In 
Wyoming, more than 1 .2 million acres of wildlands were withdrawn 
from oil and gas leasing in the Wyoming Range within Bridger- 
Teton National Forest. The Wyoming Range harbors strongholds 
for cutthroat trout and half of Wyoming's moose populations. In 
southwestern Utah, the act protects hundreds of thousands of acres 
of new wilderness in and around Zion National Park. 

East of the Mississippi River, the Omnibus Lands Act adds wilder- 
ness in West Virginia's Monopgahela National Forest. These protec- 
tions cover mountain streams and vibrant forests of mountain ash, 
red spruce and eastern hemlock. The act designates wilderness in the 
tulip, sugar maple, scarlet oak and white ash forests within Jefferson 
National Forest of Virginia. In Michigan, the act designates wilderness 
within the Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore along Lake Superior. 

This Omnibus Act brings with it a significant threat to wilder- 
ness, as well. It allows an unnecessary road to be built, through 
fragile, globally important wetlands in the Izembek National 


Wildlife Refuge in Alaska. The refuge is necessary habitat for 
hundreds of thousands of the world's migratory birds. The act 
trades 206 acres needed for the road for more than 61,000 acres 
(45,000 acres of it wilderness) of nearby lands to be added to the 
refuge. While this seems like a reasonable trade, the withdrawn 
land comprises habitat needed for threatened waterfowl. The 
road would bring with it noise and pollution, creating a much 
bigger impact than a scant 200 acres. 

Once wilderness has been designated, it is supposed to remain that 
way forever (or at least until the end of the US). If we allow pieces to 
be traded away, we are opening up the door for all sorts of question- 
able deals. This sets a precedent for the commodification of wilder- 
ness. Is an acre of wilderness the equivalent of a thousand acres of 
reclaimed mine sites? Is an acre of wetlands the same thing as an 
acre on top of a desolate mountain? 

Another part of this package that's been kept quiet is the Forest 
Landscape Restoration Act. This seems not much different than pre- 
vious forest plans, in that it promotes for-profit logging as a way to 
prevent fires. While this act does not open forests up for clearcut- 
ting, it seems to push logging over prescribed bums. 


We don't just 
want some 

wilderness; 
we want it 

all! 


Addtionally, a compensation program for ranchers who lose live- 
stock to wolves is included in this huge package. According to some 
wildlife advocates, programs like this have helped reduce wolf kill- 
ings by ranchers. On the other hand, the ranchers shouldn't be in 
wolf territory, and this program subsidizes them for doing the right 
thing — not ldlling wolves. : 

This new legislation ensures that at least some of the places that we 
care about are going to stay wild, but it doesn't let us off the hook. 
We don't just want some wilderness; we want it all. We must also 
realize that while few of us specifically lobbied for this act, the public 
awareness and wilderness defense carried out by Earth Fjrstlers, as 
well as the policy work done by EFIers who've left the frontlines, set 
the stage for this. 

While the act sets up programs to study the impacts of climate 
change on oceans, specifically acidification, Congress has proven 
itself to be entirely incapable of reversing climate change. Other 
threats to wilderness loom just outside its arbitrary boundaries. 
Dioxin from paper plants permeates the entire atmosphere. Anti- 
depressants from our piss pollute our rivers. Transmission lines 
and cell phone towers destroy bird migration routes. City lights 
bleach the night sky. 

Grandmother bristlecone pines were alive during the rise and 
fall of the Roman Empire and have watched our civilization spread 
across the planet. The Omnibus Act now protects them, but will our 
toxic culture permeate their remote mountain home, or will they 
live to witness the fall of this empire? We need to use all of the 
tools in the toolbox; sometimes, victories can come from legislation. 
When governments fail to provide us with anything useful, it's time 
to take to the trees and take to the streets. 


When governments 
fail to provide us 
with anything use- 
ful, it's time to take 
to the trees. 
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Fur Farm Raids 

^nd 

Investigations 


However, the feds did admit that they were Prosecutors estimate the economic damage 
aware of the chance that "sympathy ac- from the August raid to be at least $10,000. 
tions" could occur. The two are facing one felony charge each 

Grand juries are a tool of the state used to that holds the potential for five years in prison 
gather information in cases where it doesn't and up to 25,000 in fines. The misdemeanor 
have enough substantial information for charge for the October action could result in 
an indictment against anyone. They are a penalty of up to one year in prison and a 
orchestrated by prosecutors seeking closure $100,000 fine. 

in unsolved "crimes." It involves a persyn On March 12, Viehl and Hall were released 
being summoned and appearing before a by a federal magistrate judge. The court set 
group of people assembled according to that forth specific restrictions for, the two while 
state's specific laws for assembling a grand awaiting their May 11 trial. Both will be 
jury. The individual is forced to appear before electronically monitored and put on a 
prosecutors, a judge and a jury without any curfew. Their computers will also have 
legal representation present. They may be software installed that will log their use. 
allowed to leave the room and consult their The two were also commanded to steer clear 
lawyer, but sometimes, this option may also of "straight edge" and "ALF." 
be taken away. Information divulged in This is part of the latest round of increased 
grand juries is later used by the prosecutors repression against those who fight in soli- 
to connect dots in cases. darity with the animals. Halliday, Viehl and 

In radical circles, people are often encour- Hall are in need of our support. Please write 
aged to not answer any questions in grand to Halliday while he remains, incarcerated, 
juries. This is because of the notion that any- His address is on page 26. Hall is also in need 
thing you share (no matter how insignificant of legal funds. Please donate if you can. 
or unrelated it may seem) could later be used For more information on this case, visit 
against you or someone else. Grand jury re- www.supportbjandalex.com. 
sistors often resort to their First and Fifth 

Amendment rights to remain silent. How- jnt'v 

ever, because of the coercive nature of grand 

juries, judges often grant defendants immu- j. 

nity. If you continue to resist, you may then £ 

face jail time (see EF!J July-August 2008). i 

Grand juries were used during Operation 
Backfire for convictions in previously unsolved ^BH|Mflfl|iyH ;> 

Earth Liberation Front actions. Political pris- 
oners, such as Daniel McGowan and Marie I 

Mason, have resisted grand juries while in 
prison and jail. The additional time spent 
serving a contempt sentence for resisting B 

grand juries during incarceration does not 
count toward overall time served. B 

Also in Utah, on March 5, William "BJ" ^ ^^BSg 

Viehl and Alex Hall were arrested by FBI 
agents in connection to the August 2008 
fur farm raid in South Jordan. Six hun- B 

dred mink were released, records were B 
destroyed and Animal Liberation Front 
(AI.F) graffiti such as, "No More Mink, B 
No More Murder," and, "ALF: We Are B 
" were left behind. The FBI B 
indictment against the two also accuses fl 
them of attempting to damage a mink 
farm in Hyrum, Utah, this past October. V 
Both were held without bail at the Salt 
Lake County Jail. 4^9# JS§ 


Halliday byJezzabell 

pent more * Those fighting in solidarity with the wild 
than half a himals of Utah are now feeling the govern- 
ment's backlash. Recently, two animal rights 
an hour activists were served grand jury summons, 
before the Two ot her activists were arrested by the 
FBI for alleged involvement in a 2008 Utah 
ijrand jury, mink farm raid and the damage inflicted on 
Staying another farm. 

./ 6 The father of Jordan Halliday, one of the 

silent, activists called to appear before a grand jury, 
stated that the federal agent who served his 
summons, asked him about the August 2008 
release of 300 mink from a farm in South 
Jordan, Utah. The other activist asked not to 
be revealed. 

Alone inside the courtroom on February 
18, Halliday spent more than half an hour 
before the grand jury, not responding to 
their questions, claiming that the subpoena 
hadn't been properly served to him. 

"It's a little bit intimidating. I had to 
basically stay focused and do as I was ad- 
* vised by my lawyer, " Halliday said after 

the experience. 

Outside the courtroom, Halliday had the 
uncompromising support of more than two 
dozen activists. Supporters bore signs that 
read, "Resist grand juries," and, "Support 
Jordan." Some, supporters sported lengths of 
tape across their mouths. One of the activ- 
v ists showing solidarity said, "I will always 
rally behind an animal activist that's undergo- 
ing this type of treatment." 

Both activists safely left the graph jury that 
day. With Halliday's actions leaving prosecu- 
tors feeling unsatisfied. 

. On March 13, Halliday was forced to appear 
before another grand jury. This time, the 
court's "fishing expedition" would land him 
in jail. 

Due to his repeated silence during the se- 
cret hearing, Judge Tena Campbell granted 
Halliday immunity. Immunity within a 
grand jury removes your constitutional First 
and Fifth Amendment rights. As of press 
time, Halliday was being held to compel 
testimony. Through the coercion of incar- 
ceration, the state hopes to force him into Watching, 
answering all of the grand jury's questions. 

To little or no surprise, the government 
stated that it would not respond to any ques- 
tions pertaining to the content of the grand 
jury that it put these two activists through. 


Silencing the Sentenced: 

Daniel McGowan and Little Guantanamo 


by Lauren Regan 

How does the government add 
yet more insult to injury regard- 
ing the politically motivated 
persecutions of radical activists? 
It moves political prisoners into 
Communication Management 
Units (CMUs) — and it does so 
very quietly. Never heard of a 
CMU? Well, until recently there 
was only one, at the Federal Cor- 
rections Institute-Terre Haute 
in Terre Haute, Indiana. It was 
actually called a CTU, "Cen- 
tral Terrorist Unit," but because 
the unit only housed brown- 
skinned people, the feds became 
concerned that they would be 
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The Outcome of Organizing 


With Too Large of a Heart 


BY JEZZABELL 

For some, it is a loved one, family mem- 
ber, passionate friend or partner — someone 
you have grown with through some of the 
brightest days and toughest hardships of 


that were similar to those listed on the pre- During the last week of September 2008, 
vious indictment. The indictment reads three people were served court orders for their 
that, over the course of seven hours, ap- DNA, and another persyn had theirs taken 
proximately 1 1 individuals protested at the from them in downtown Santa Cruz. At the 
homes of five different vivisectors. It also time, many attributed this to an unclaimed 
mentioned that the individuals used two arson at. a visector's home in Santa Cruz. 



Another date of reference is July 29, 

2008, when approximately 30 fliers, ti- 
tled, "Myrderers and Torturers Alive and 
Well in Santa Cruz, July 2008 Edition," 
were found at a cafe. Workers instantly 
alerted the cops. After reviewing security 
camera tapes, Joseph and Nathan were 
seen entering the store two hours prior to 
the discovery of the fliers. i 
Two days before the cafe incident, an In- The same lii 
temet Protocol address from a Kinko's in 
Santa Cruz was found to have accessed and thieving cages 
downloaded information pertaining to 11 of 
the vivisectors highlighted on the flier. Se- are still in ti 
curity surveillance from Kinko's showed Na- 
than and Adriana present at that time, using same buildings ; 
a pay-for-use Internet terminal for around 
50 minutes. The Kinko's server logs reflected being used 1 
the research on those 1 1 vivisectors. 

To the state, these four individuals are ter- the same peoph 
rorists. Their compassion and advocacy for 
animals holds zero weight in its eyes. These 
four are being accused of violating the Ani- 
mal Enterprise Terrorism Act (AETA). 

AETA became law on November 27, 

2006, with almost no media attention 
and amidst staunch public opposition. It 
basically deems anything threatening to 
animal abvisers, experimenters, murderes, 
specrecists,' and their companies, families, 
profits and property illegal. The law played 
a large role ih the conviction of the SH AC 
7 in March 2006 (see EF!f May-June 2006). 

Being found guilty of any charges violat- 
ing the AETA would lead to multiple-year 
prison sentencing for these four. 

There are numerous considerations to be 
looked at from this case. The most neces- 
sary task before us is support. These four are 
in need of courtroom solidarity if you are in 
their area. They need financial donations for 
legal costs that will easily exceed thousands of 
dollars for travel costs and lawyer fees. Please 
there were 20 cops and agents waiting to donate to their legal funds or throw fundrais- 
break into the home, in addition to 75 cop- ers for the four. In light of this, we must all 
watchers present in solidarity with the five learn how to support each other more strongly 
inside. The police gained entry by breaking and organize safely. 

windows and doors before they smashed out These four are in trouble for pouring their 
the lights with their weapons. Public infor- hearts into efforts to stop vivisection within 
mation on vivisectors that was found inside the University of California system. While 
was held as evidence against the four. we are supporting these four, don't forget 

Also that night, police obtained a search the animals that they worked -so hard to ad- 
warrant for Maryam's car. After impounding vocate for. The same life-thieving cages are 
the vehicle and searching it, cops found ban- still in the same buildings, being used by the 
darias and a bullhorn. The complaint states same people. \ . . ; 

that DNA from Maryam, Nathan and Adri- For more information^ visit www.aeta4. 
ana was found on the bandanas. org. 


different cars, one of which was registered 
to Maryam's mother. 

February 24, 2008, was the next date men- 
tioned; five to six individuals did a home 
demonstration at the home of a UCSC pro- 
fessor. At this home, the husband of the 
vivisector opened the door as protestors 
were shaking the handle and banging on 
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Prisoners in the Struggle Support Them! 

JL JL \ / \/ V A /Jh\ ~ V'v Vk. r 



I The following list is a small sample of the total number of political prisoners and prisoner support 
4 groups worldwide. Regulations for mail sent to prisoners vary according to individual prisons. Before 
I sending monetary donations, stamps, books or packages, ask prisoners what the regulations are. A.v 
H same that the authorities read everything you write to a prisoner. When prisoners are awaiting trial 
fe or sentencing, it is best not to discuss their eases or related topics with them. Although some prison- 

! m ers are listed together, they must he written to separately. Prisoners can obtain a discounted sub- 
scription to the EP! Journal by sending a book of 10 42c stamps to POB 2023, Tucson, AZ 85702. 
Individuals who want to sponsor a prisoner's subscription should send S20 to the same address. 
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(ELF) actions against genetic engineering nine years for conspiracy to blackmail com/supportsarah. 


and development. For more information, 
visit www.freemarie.org. 

•Olga Aleksandrovna Nevskaya, was re- 
leased. The Russian eco-activist was serv- 
ing six years for arson, criminal damage 
and causing explosions in protest of the 
war in Chechnya. 

•Fran Thompson, #1090915, CCC, 3151 


people linked to Huntingdon Life Sci- 
ences, Visit www.myspace.com/shacuk- 
prisonersupport. 

•Mel Broughton, TN9138, HMP Wood- 
hill, Tattenhoe Street, Milton Keynes, 
Bucks, MK4 4DA, UK. Serving 10 years for 
conspiracy to commit arson in connection 
with the campaign against Oxford Universi- 


Ecodefense 

•Tre Arrow, 70936-065, FCI Herlong, 
POB 800, Herlong, CA 96113, USA. Serving 
6.5 years for two counts of arson for burn- 
ing logging trucks, and a sand and gravel 
company's vehicles. For more information, 
visit www.trearrow.org. 


Litton Dr, Chillicuthe, MO 64601, USA. 
Recently moved to the above address. Be- 
fore receiving a life sentence in the early 
1990s for shooting a stalker in self-defense, 
Thompson was active in animal rights and 
environmental campaigns. 

Awaiting Trial or Sentencing 
•Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, SCI 
Greene, 175 Progress Dr, Waynesburg, 
PA 15370, USA. Awaiting. resentencing 


ty's primate lab. For more information, visit 
www.myspace.com/supportmel. 

•Jacob Conroy, #93501-011, FCI Terminal 
Island, POB 3007, San Pedro, CA 90731, USA. 
Serving four years for conspiracy charges 
stemming from his work with Stop Hunting- 
don Animal Cruelty (SHAC). For more infor- 
mation, visit www.supportjake.org. 

•Donald Currie, A3660AA, HMP Parkhurst, 
Clissold Rd, Newport, Isle of Wight, PO30 
5NX, UK. Serving an "indefinite sentence" 


•Grant Barnes, #137563, San Carlos 
Correctional Facility, POB 3, Pueblo, CO 
81002, USA. Serving 12 years for the ELF 
arson of SUVs. For more information* visit 
grantbarnes.wordpress.com. 

•Nathan "Exile" Block, #36359-086, FCI 
Lompoc, 3600 Guard Rd, Lompoc, CA 
93436, USA. Serving nearly eight years for 
ELF arsons at an SUV dealership and a hybrid 
poplar farm. 

•Marco Camenisch, Postfach 3143, CH- 


to either life in prison or death. Abu- of at least six years — with no fixed release 8105 Regensdorf, Switzerland. Serving 18 


Jamal, a politically active journalist, date or upper limit — for arson against tar- years for using explosives to target nuclear 
was framed for the murder of a cop in gets linked to the vivisection industry. facility power lines and for the alleged mur- 

1981. For more information, visit www. »Lauren Gazzola, #93497-011, FCI Danbury, der of a Swiss border guard. Camenisch reads 
freemumia.org. Rte 37, Danbury, CT'06811, USA. Serving 4.5 French, German, Spanish and Italian fluently, 

•Dean Cain, WJ4309, and Luke Steele, years for conspiracy charges stemming from as well as some English. 

WJ4308, HMP Lincoln, Greetwell Rd, her work with SHAC. For more information, ‘Jeffrey "Free" Luers, #13797671, Co- 
Lincoln, LN2 4BD, UK. Awaiting trial on visitwww.supportlauren.com. lumbia River Correctional Institution, 

three charges related to interfering with »Gavin Medd-Hall, WV9475, HMP 9111 NE Sunderland Ave, Portland, OR 
animal research on a rabbit farm. Coldingley, Shaftesbury Road, Bisley, 97211, USA. Serving 10 years for arson at 

•Daniele Casalini, Casa Circondariale, Woking, Surrey, GU24 9EX, UK. Serving a car dealership and attempted arson of 
Via Burla 59, 43100-Parma PR, Italy, eight years in connection with the cam- an oil truck. For more information, visit 
Awaiting trial for allegedly using explo- paign against HLS. www.freefreenow.org. 

sives to damage power line?.. Casalini is ‘Joshua Harper, #29429-086, FCI Sheridan, »Eric McDavid, #16209-097,. FCI Victor- 
a member of II Silvestre, an Italian eco- POB 5000, Sheridan, OR 97378, USA. Serving ville Medium I, POB 5300, Adelanto, CA 
anarchist group and frequent target of three years for conspiracy charges stemming 92301, USA. Serving 19.5 years for conspir- 
state repression. from his work with SHAC. For more infor- acy to destroy the US Forest Service's Insti- 

•Julien Coupat, N° d'Ecrou 290173, mation, visit www.joshharper.org. tute of Forest Genetics, a cell-phone tower 

42 Rue de la Sante, 75014 Paris, France. *Sean Kirtley, WC6977, HMP Stafford, 54 and power plants. For more information, 
Awaiting trial on charges of sabotaging a Gaol Rd, Stafford, T16 3AW, UK. Serving 4.5 visit www.supporteric.org. 
high-speed train line, in France. years for organizing legal demonstrations ‘Daniel McGowan, #63794-053, USP 

•Francesco Gioia, Casa Penale, Via Lamac- against Sequani, an animal-testing company. Marion, POB 1000, Marion, IL 62959, USA. 
cio 1, 67039 Sulmona (Aq), Italy. Moved For more information, visit supportsean. Serving seven years for ELF arsons at a lumber 
to the above address. Awaiting trial for al- wordpress.com. company and a hybrid poplar farm. For more 

legedly using explosives to damage power »Kevin Kjonaas, #93502-011, Unit I, FCI information, visit www.supportdaniel.org. 
lines. Gioia is a member of II Silvestre. Sandstone, POB 1000, Sandstone, MN 55072, ‘Jonathan Paul, #07167-085, FCI Phoenix, 

•John Graham, Pennington County USA. Serving six years for conspiracy charges 37910 N 45th Ave, Phoenix, AZ 85086, USA. 
Jail, 307 St Joseph Street, Rapid City, SD stemming from his work with SHAC. For more Serving 4.25 years for the Animal Liberation 
57701, USA. Awaiting trial on murder information, visit www.supportkevin.com. Front/ELF arson of a horse slaughterhouse and 


Page 26 Earth First! Beltane 2009 





Ask an EF! Lawyer 



Dear EF! Lawyer, . 

I've heard a lot about the " Good Time Bill." What is that exactly, and how 
might it help my friends who are in prison for doing environmental actions? 
— Hopin' to See Their Smiling Faces Sooner 


by STU SUGARman time a p r i Soner has earned if the prisoner commits an offense 

Dear Hopin', while in custody. The BOP would be required to design a system 

The Good Time Bill is a proposed law that will soon be introduced by which a prisoner who has forfeited her or his good time can 
into Congress. If passed, the law would increase the amount of "good later regain it. 

time" federal prisoners can earn, thus allowing them to be released The fact that this bill is even being introduced marks a hopeful swing 
from prison sooner. of the pendulum, from the endless decades of "tough-on-crime" laws 

Under current law, codified at 18 US Code Section 3624(b), a to, hopefully, a future with rational sentencing that does not drain so- 
prisoner who is serving more than a year in prison, but not a life defies of their citizens and their wealth, 

sentence, can earn up to 54 days of good time a year (about 15 Over the last several decades, the US has sentenced more and 
percent off), at the Bureau more people, especially low- 

of Prison (BOP)'s discretion. level drug "offenders," to ex- 

One can earn good time "The taCt that this bill is even being introduced ceedingly long sentences. A 

when, in the opinion of the , . number of states, including 

BOP, the person "displays marks a hopeful swing of the pendulum California, Missouri, Mon- 

exemplary compliance with tana, Wisconsin and Texas, 

institutional disciplinary have already adopted or are 

regulations." It is the BOP, seriously considering adopt- 

and not the judge, that decides whether, and how much, good ing sentencing reform measures that will reverse this trend and 
time to award. lower prison populations. 

Under the proposed legislation, good time would increase to be- You can help pass the Good Time Bill and see our friends home 
tween 60 days (for sentences between six months and one year) and sooner by contacting your congressional representative. You can find 
120 days per year (for sentences more than 10 years). This good time, out who your congressional representative is at www.hquse.gov or 
adds up, as someone sentenced to 10 years in prison can reduce her wwW.visi.com/juan/congress/index.htrhl. just type in your address arid 
or his sentence by three years and four months. zip code. It helps if you contact their local (not Washington, DC) office. 

Additionally, the bill would permit prisoners to earn "in- Calling is easy and effective. You will speak to an aide briefly, and they 
dustrial good time." Prisoners working jobs in prison would be will take down your name and your position. 

able to, at the BOP's discretion, be eligible to have their sentences For more information, visit breakallchains.blogspot.com/2009/03/ 
reduced by an additional three days per month the first year of support-good-time-bill.html. 

incarceration, and up to an additional five days per month after Do you have a legal question? Contact StuSugarman, quixote516@yahoo. 

the first year. - com. Please write "Dear EF! Lawyer" in the subject line. 


meat-packing plant. For more information, 
visit www.supportjonathan.org. 

•Michael Sykes, #696693, Handlon Coir 
rectional Facility, 1728 W Bluewater Hwy, Io- 
nia, MI 48846, USA. Serving four to 10 years 
for the arson of two newly constructed con- 
dominiums, trying to chop down an 80-foot 
utility pole and attempting to chisel through 
cement in his jail cell. For more information, 
visit supportmichael.wordpress.com. 

•Briana Waters, #36432-086, FCI Dan- 
bury, Route 37, Danbury, CT 06811, USA. 
Serving six years. for the ELF arson of the 
University of Washington's Center for Urban 
Horticulture. Waters insists she was not in- 
volved. For more information, visit www. 
supportbriana.org. 

•Joyanna "Sadie" Zacher, #36360-086, 
FCI Dublin, Camp Parks, Unit E, 5701 8th 
St, Dublin, CA 94568, USA. Serving nearly 
eight years for ELF arsons at an SUV 
dealership and a hybrid poplar farm. 

Indigenous Resistance 

•Byron Shane of Chubbock© Clan, 
#07909051, FCI Talladega, POB 1000, Tal- 
ladega, Alabama, North America. Serving 
80 years for. aggravated assault of federal 


agents, escape and bank robbery. "Oso 
Blanco" funneled money that he stole from 
banks to the Zapatista Army of National 
Liberation in Mexico. 

•Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, USP Lewis- 
burg, POB 1000, Lewisburg, PA -1783 7, USA. 
Serving life in prison after being framed for 
the deaths of two FBI agents killed during 
the 1975 Pine Ridge siege. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.freepeltier.org. 

MOVE 

The MOVE 9, members of an eco-revolutionary 
group, were framed for the murder of a cop and 
sentenced to 30-100 years each. For more infor- 
mation, visit vyww.onamove.com. 

•Debbie Sims Africa, #006307, Janet Hol- 
loway Africa, #006308, and Janine Phillips 
Africa, #006309, SCI Cambridge Springs, 
451 Fullerton Ave, Cambridge Springs, PA 
16403, USA. 

•Michael. Davis Africa, #AM4973, 
and Charles Sims Africa, #AM4975, SCI 
Graterford, POB 244, Graterford, PA 
19426, USA. 

•Edward Goodman Africa, #AM4974, 
SCI Mahanoy, 301 Morea Rd, Frackville, 
PA 17932, USA. 


•William Phillips Africa, #AM4984, and 
Delbert Orr Africa, #AM4985, SCI Dallas, Fol- 
lies Rd, Drawer K, Dallas, PA 18612, USA. 

Other Political Prisoners 

'•Helen Woodson, #03231-045, FMC Car- 
swell, Admin Max Unit, POB 27137, Ft. Worth, 
TX 76127, USA. Serving nearly nine years for 
violating her parole by dumping a cup of red 
paint over the security apparatus of a federal 
court and making warnings ("threats") of 
weapons of mass destruction. In 2004, Wood- 
son completed 20 years for disarming a Min- 
uteman II missile silo with a jackhammer, 
mailing warning letters with bullets inside to 
officials, and robbing a bank and burning 
the moriey. 

Prisoner Support Groups 
•Earth Liberation Prisoners Support Network, 
elp4321@hotmail.com; www.spiritoffreedom; 
org.uk. - • 

•National Jericho Movement, POB 
1272, New York, NY 10013, USA; www. 
thejerichomovement.com. 

•North American Earth Liberation Prison- 
ers Support Network, naelpsn@mutualaid. 
org; www.ecoprisoners.org. 
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These two by Panagioti Tsolkas 


by Lynne J. Purvis 



activists To have a home is to know your surroundings— where the water comes 

from, where it goes, what the land is like, what it can grow, who else lives 
around you... most importantly, how you can defend it. To not know 
these things is to be displaced from your home. Many of us here in South 
Florida fall into that category. Some of us try to find a way home by es- 
caping; others find home by re-rooting themselves where they are. 

I chose to be rooted, and for that, I have found my current home to be 
a detention center in Palm Beach County. Incarcerated. Sentenced to 60 
days for defending my home from Florida Power and Light (FPL). 

In 1963, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. wrote a letter from a Birming- 
ham, Alabama, jail explaining his arrest. "The purpose of our direct 
action program is to create a situation so that it Will inevitably open 
the door to negotiation," he said. This is a crucial component of 
our movement, too. We need space to have our positions presented. 
More importantly, though, we need physical space protected; we 
need the destruction stopped immediately, and we need true, un- 
compromising ecological restoration now. 

Our life-support system is being stripped before our eyes, and our 
failure to act effectively makes us culprits. In legal terms, we either 
plead guilty to criminal negligence or prepare to use the necessity 
defense. In our case, neither judge nor jury seemed honest or coura- 
geous enough to accept that defense (see EF!J March-April 2009). 
Still, that doesn’t change the reality that it was the most responsible 
option available through the system of corporate 'rule that we live 
under. History has proven numerous times that the rule of law is 
trumped by the demands of justice, and in the current environmen- 
tal context, it rings truer than ever. . 

Our mandate doesn't come to us from law books, but from the 
combined voices of our ancestors and our. future generations— those 
who know what has been lost, and those who would have to live 
with that loss. Despite Florida's vast coastline, inland hydrology 
changes pose an even more pressing threat than climate change. 
The circumstances are dire, but the visible response is nothing short 
of pathetic, in relation to the danger we face. 

So, what options are before us? How do we become an unstoppa- 
ble force that can change the course we are on? Over the last year, it 
seemed we had a formula: one small group blockades a power plant, 
goes to trial, shows the legal necessity to defend our home, and then 
invites people to flood the streets and. take similar actions until we 
win our planet from the hands of greed and corruption. Today, from 
this cold steel bench in the county jail, it seems that the strategy may 
take n bit longer than we'd hoped* We now find ourselves in the pro-’ 
cess of learning to turn short-term. losses into long-term victories. 

While it is a disappointment that our case did not succeed 
in court, it is no surprise. (Of course, it succeeded immeasur- 
ably in gathering public support and awareness.) This system we 
live in thrives on two primary factors: high-level corruption and 
ground-level complicity. We have a very limited ability to expose 
the high-level corruption. While the current trend of incarcerated 
Cpunty Commissioners may be encouraging, it is a mere scratch at 
the surface of the problem. Our collective complicity, on the other 
hand, is within our realm of control. Our disobedience— or refusal 
to cooperate— can, and has, defended land and liberty (or what's 
left of it) throughout history. 

There is little doubt in my mind that corporate interests like FPL 
can create immense pressure in courtrooms. FPL is the second- 
largest power company in the US. It pays the firms who write the 
laws for power-plant siting, the same firms who train the judges 
who screw environmental and community health interests regu- 
larly at the administrative level. 

I saw the same shiftiness and twitch of discomfort in Judge Laura 
Johnson (who sentenced me to twice the number of days suggested by 
State Attorney Danielle Croke) as I have seen in Department of Envi- 
ronmental Protection employees testifying at administrative hearings 
in favor of FPL. Whether it reflects an intentional deviousness or a 
subconscious discomfort, 1 can't say. I only know the impression that 
was left on me and hope that someday, the truth will surface. 

In the meantime, I consider it a responsibility to take this case 
through appeals and to take similar actions until an honest judge or 
a courageous jury recognizes the urgency we are facing. Our adver- 
saries thought this sentence would silence us. Instead, it is a call to 
action. They are forcing us into an escalation of our resistance. 

It is not a time for reckless bravery, but a time to let the green fire in 
our hearts bum deeply and nurture a subtle, fierce courage that will glow, 


On February 18, 2008, in the culmination of a year-and-a-half- 
long campaign, I found myself lying on the ground, my clothes 
soaked in my own piss, my arms chained to nine other activists, 
German shepherds barking ferociously all around me, more than 
100 people screaming nearby, cops aiming "less-than-lethal" rifles 
at me — and I was feeling great! On February 2, 2009, wearing panty- 
hose and loafers, I stood in front of the judge, my heart pounding 
so hard that the pulse in my ear eclipsed my hearing. I was feeling 
a little less great as the proverbial gavel struck the block to the tune 
of "30 days in the county jail." 

L Dorm, my jail housing, looked like a homeless. shelter: 48 beds 
laid out in four rows in a barren concrete room, women wander- 
ing around, everything much louder than you could ever think you 
could live with. 

One of the things that impressed me most was that people in jail 
are such normal people. Most inmates are there for drug charges; 
with the pervasiveness of drug use in most social circles, people 
from all walks of life can find themselves in jail (though of course, 
it's mainly only the poor who get patrolled and arrested). I tried to 
pay attention to demographics. Already aware of the unequal rates 
of incarceration by race and class, what stood out the most was 
that a huge majority of the officers there were black. I thought of 
all the pressures that led black people in particular to participate 
in the incredibly disproportionate jailing of other blacks. For those 
who might feel a sense of solidarity and community among blacks 
in general, maybe somewhere in there is the logic that if their peo- 
ple are gonna be jailed, at least they can be on the inside to take 
better care of them. 

Also, I think maybe a fourth or fifth of the women in there were 
bisexual or gay, which was kinda cool. I often complain about the 
lack of queer community where I live; finally, I was finding some! 
People spoke about gayness so openly and casually, like it really didn't 
even deserve a name, which was surprisingly refreshing, coming from 
a queer subculture where you're constantly thinking about it. Femi- 
nism wasn't so hot in there, though. I got a lot of shit for not shaving 
my legs or armpits. I was handed deodorant and soap within minutes 
of entering the dorm, and was begged to use it immediately. 

One of the hard things was people's occasional unwillingness 
to work together. For the most part, people were nice to one an- 
other, though there were some fights that seemed Teally stupid, 
like over ice. One time, I was trying to watch TV, and some peo- 
ple doing braids were talking really loudly, right in front of the 
TV. When I asked if they wouldn't mind being quiet or moving 
to one of the many other open tables, one woman shot back, 
"Well, we were sitting here first, bitch, so don't come sit near 
us and then tell us what to, do." I tried to explain that there 
was a system for watching TV, but she kept her attitude in high 
gear, saying, "This is jail. We'll do whatever the fuck we want." 
I heard that so often— "This is jail" — from inmates and guards 
alike, as a way to excuse their irrationality. Like, "Jail is miser- 
able; so fuck you." Like the idea that we could work together 
to make it less miserable is lost because of all of the inhumane 
treatment they've received in and out of jail. Those of us bent 
on creating a mutual-aid society have to recognize that a lot of 
wounds need to heal before we can expect people to act out of 
compassion for others. 

Some days, I walked around the dorm, trying to unstiffen my ach- 
ing legs. Once, I was startled by the sudden view of illuminated sabel 
palms against the night sky and gleaming razor wire, reminding me 
that this was the native Florida habitat I was fighting to protect. 

The most amazing aspect of my time there was all of the letters 
I received. In my 23 days there, I got 110 letters and postcards! I 
felt so honored and impressed with my local and larger com- 
munities. At times, I also felt a little unworthy, but it showed 
that people were inspired by what little work I had been doing 
for the environment and communities. I can only hope that 
those with longer jail sentences are receiving such support. So, 
if you're not currently writing to political prisoners (or amaz- 
ing people you know who are locked up), please start. It really 
makes a difference! 

When my release date came, somehow, they'd lost my paperwork 
and didn't release me early in the morning with everyone else. While 
I was angrily pacing around the courtyard, some of the immigrant 
women came up to me, telling me, "Don't worry, you're going home 
today." Then, they told me stories about how they were supposed to 
have been transferred to Immigration weeks ago, but instead, have 
been shuffled between jails. One woman told of how her family kept 
calling to find out what was going on, because Immigration legally 
only has 10 days to pick people up after they finish their jail terms, 
and she had finished hers more than a month ago. The family learned 
nothing. "But don't worry," she concluded. "You're getting out to- 
day." How was -her story supposed to reassure me? Not only did it 
present the real option that I would not be released as promised (I 
thought of Kafka), but even if I was, how could I feel good about her 
and countless others being senselessly and interminably detained? 

However, I was released. On the way out, the cop transporting 
me asked about my time in jail. I told him I wished there were 
more efforts to make jail more rehabilitative, to encourage growth 

continued on next page 
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generations, to find their way home— and to defend it. It's time to move 
from abstract rhetoric to on-the-ground plans. Now is the time to keep 
pressure on our local battles, as our local victories (especially here in the 
belly of the beast) can stoke the flames around the world. 

People following the West County Energy Center (WCEC) fight 
should remember that it's far from oyer (see EF!J May-June 2008). The 
Palm Beach County Environmental Coalition is still awaiting federal 
trial under th.e Natural Environmental Policy Act. Meanwhile, Ever- 
glades Earth First! is-just beginning to look at the more-than-500 miles 
of new Florida Gas Transmission,pipelines across Florida and multiple 
liquefied natural, gas facilities needed To support the giant WCEC, 
Which were hot taken into consideration by a permitting process that 
is supposed to review secondary and cumulative impacts. 

continued on next page 
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Santa Cruz Anarchist Convergence courts, as well as protecting wildlife habitat 

May 7—1 1 • Santa Cruz, California and old-growth forests. Part of their work in- 

Santa Cruz is proud to Host a four-day an- volves field-checking timber sales to look for 
archist event for building hella community endangered wildlife and ancient trees. They 
and resistance, and sharing radical ideas. need volunteers to help with field-checking, 
The event starts with an all-day orienta- filing, internet research and website design, 
tion on May 7 at the SubRosa Infoshop, fol- If you are interested, call Karen at least two 
lowed that night with a kick-off performance, weeks in advance at (541) 385-9167. 

There will be three days of workshops, panels 

and presentations from May 8-10. Workshop Wild Roots, Feral Futures 
tracks include: community inter-relatedness, Anti-Civilization and Primitivist Gathering 
the Green Scare and security culture, DIY infra- May 24 .j une 6 . Southern Colorado 
structure, applied anarchism and resistance. This informal, free event will happen on 
Santa Cruz will host its first-ever anarchist public land bordered by wilderness. Our base 
bookfair, a two-day exposition of books, cam p j s near a natural hot spring along a 
zines, pamphlets, art, film, and other cul- r j ver Though a communal kitchen will 

tural and political productions,^ on May 9- f orrri( be prepared for self-sufficiency with 
10 at the SubRosa Infoshop. both food and water. Come prepared for 

The North American Free Skool Conference ra j n co | ( j ^eat anc j sun 

is happening in conjunction with this con- Dates are approximate. Come and go as 
vergence. Activities include a free skool com- y OU pj ease 

munity picnic, panel and group discussions, \y e are seeking folks who are interested 
and a campfire. Bring yourselves, your radi- j n facilitating workshops and trainings in 
cal ideas, your passions, your comrades, and primitive living and rewilding skills, as well 
whatever you need to self-sufficiently take care as a nti-civilization strategies and tactics, 
of yourself and your crew. We will try to pro- p or more information, contact 
vide housing and food to those who need it. feralfutures@riseup.net or visit www. 

If you are interested in speaking or partici- myspace.com/feralfutures. 
pating in a workshop, panel or discussion, 
or if you would like to table at the bookfair, r . . . ^ . , ~. 
contact santacruzanarchist@riseup.net. FncMcDavid Tour 

June 5-22 • Pacific Northwest 

Confronting Racism, Building United Movements The h as been locked in a cage for more than 

May 1 6 • Columbus, Ohio three y ears now. We refuse to remain silent 

Otpo's radical community is on the move! about his case and the wider implications it 
This is an opportunity to examine our common carries for anyone engaging in dissent. Eric 
ground within seemingly separate issues and has suffered enormous injustices at the hands 
develop a unified voice of resistance against of the state. We want to do everything we can 
global capitalism and imperialism as we con- to make sure that people don't forget about 
tinue building a collective liberation movement him, that they understand how his case was 
in Ohio. Our collective is committed to provid- created and to ensure that people learn what 
ing an organizing space for students and com- they can from our experiences, 
munity members throughout Ohio — especially To that end, we will be heading to the North- 
women, people of color, and queer and working- west to educate folks about Eric's case, which 
class people— to develop the skills and the vi- we will use as a lens to study the basic concepts 
sion we need to struggle for collective liberation °f entrapment, the use of informants and go v- 
against corporate power and institutional op- emment repression in general. Unfortunately, > 
pression. We envision a conference with work- the use of these tools by the state is becoming 
shops and action-oriented discussions exposing more and more prevalent. It's imperative that 
the interconnectedness of racism with issues of people understand how they work. < 

global capitalism that affect us locally. In addition to the presentation itself, we 

Please come and let us hear your voice! To will be accompanied by friends who will 
RSVP or submit a proposal to host a workshop,- bring us some beautiful, musical catharsis, 
contact organizecbus@googlegroups.com. Nora and Gnoll, as well as Spoke Pants of 
For more information, visit www.organizecbus. th e Flowering Skillet from the Anarchozark- 
blogspot.com. ian Music Collective, will be touring with us, 


2009 Portland Anarchist Book£air 

June 6 —7 • Portland, Oregon 

The Axiom Collective is hosting the first 
annual Portland Anarchist Book Fair. This 
two-day event will feature more than 20 col- 
lectives and organizations offering a wide 
range of radical, feminist and revolutionary 
literature, art and ideas. 

This event, held at Liberty Hall, will be 
free. Childcare will be provided, and we'll 
be offering cheap, yummy treats. 

If you're interested in tabling, contact 
us! Tabling fees are $25 for both days and 
$15 for one day. The registration deadline 
is May 11. 

We're also looking for folks to facilitate 
workshops. If you're interested, email us a 
quick proposal. 

If you'll need housing, contact us to make 
arrangements. We offer no promises, but 
we'll do our best to hook you up. If you live 
in Portland and want to offer up a couch, 
bed or backyard, please email us! If you need 
or can offer a ride, please contact us. 

For more information, contact (503) 516- 
9220 or axiom.infoshop@gmail.com: 


* continued from previous page 

and learning among the inmates. Prison, as opposed to jail, is for 
longer-term sentences. Generally, prisons have somewhat better 
resources, but that doesn't take jail off the hook in my book. He re : 
sponded that attempts at rehabilitation had been statistically proven to 
be expensive and ineffective, that jail was about one thing: punish- 
ment. I have heard those same statistics, but still I believe there's 
got to be a better way. 

Then, after 23 days of incarceration, carrying 110 letters under 
my arm, I stepped outside, felt grass and sun and the warmth of 
my lover's hug. Ever so quickly, the whole experience began to fade 
into the past. 

As I glance out the window at a renewed swamp maple tree, 
plantain group and carissa bush, all waving in that cool, Win- 
ter breeze, surrounded by color color color and the new sounds 
of a mix CD made especially for me, the reality of not being 
in jail sinks in. I made it out! Don't think for a minute that jail 
has weakened my will to keep fighting for the health of our 
world and communities. What doesn't kill you only makes 
you stronger! 


" continued from previous page 

Let's keep it up on all fronts — on the streets, through the courts and even 
in the jails. When I came to this facility, I found that most everyone I met, 
whether inmates or deputies, had heard of the WCEC through our fight 
with FPL (some had been following the story since last year) and so many 
openly expressed support and sympathy for our efforts and outrage over 
this sentence— even among those serving a much longer incarceration. 

For a brief moment, I look out at the sun rising over the few palm 
trees 1 can see from this window, and I imagine the snores of fellow 
inmates are the snorts of distant pig frogs and gators. I envision a 
day when cypress domes, pine flatwoods and prairie marshes cover 
this concrete and overgrow the razor-wire fences. 1 imagine gopher 
tortoises, eagles, indigo snakes and otters returning to their homes — 
and I sit in a shady oak hammock, here in the Loxahatchee slough, 
around a campfire, listening to Marie Mason's sweet voice in song, 
laughing with friends from across these islands that span the hemi- 
sphere, feeling in-place, connected, home. 

Then, I hear keys jingle. The door opens, and the pig frogs go silent. 
"You guys got rec in 15 minutes." I see the sun shining out there. Soon, 
I'll get to feel it on my skin, for about an hour, if the clouds clear. 


May-June 2009 Earth First! Page 29 



«E pMVWpS 
& HEVULT 




joirSdl-V ^ 


%*w w. ” 


Nikki McClure 

Alt In A Day 


Atherton Lin 

Life’s Stories 


Jill Bliss 

Urban Future 


Books of Revolution 

Large Collection 


Ivy Studio 

Soft, Handsome 


Sesame Letterpress 

Nature, Letterpressed 


sp mw 


Reading is Sexy 

Clever Slogans 


Dream of Stars 

Soft Apparel 


Sublime Stitching 

Shhhh... 


Queenbee Creations 

Wallets+Bags_ 


Steel Toe Studios 

Recycled, Re-purposed 


Bruno Munari 

Speaking With Hands 


"I spent a year in the Northwoods of Wisconsin at an 
outdoor school. It wan -not a survival school, because I 
■ ' - died. I died to my old way of thinking. I died to being 
egocentric. I died to the pursuit of the civilized lifeway. 

Mm I became alive to many other things — became alive to 

the Circle. I became alive to the native lifeway. I became 
afive to the connectedness of all things. I became alive 
VK tBStP V^*l to trusting, being and the now. My heart is full. I have 
VaT jfy&pL much to share, more than words can say. " 

— Coyote Three Feathers aka John Herron 
(Wilderness Guide Program 2004-2005) 

COULD A YEAR IN THE WILDERNESS DO THIS FOR YOU? 

vvww. teachingdrum.org 

(715) 546-2944 


A variety of sizes and styles of 


Available from the Earth First! Journal 
Visit www.earthfirstjournal.org 

or 

Call (520) 620-6900 for more information 


The Earth First! Journal is actively seeking a new member of our editorial staff. It could be you! 

The staff of the Journal works on a consensus basis within a collective to create a publication that represents 
the voice of the Earth First! movement. 

Our new long-term editor will ideally be familiar with Earth First! and the radical environmental movement, be 
personally compatible with existing staff, have excellent editing skills, be computer literate, have a sense of humor 
and be able to commit to at least a year and a half. When it comes down to it, though, all you really need is passion 
and determination.' As a. collective, all of the work is shared, so a motivated, hard-working individual is required! 

The monsoon rains make late Summer one of the nicest (and craziest) times to be in Tucson. However, if the 
skies are blue and the Summer heat feels like a bit much, there are lot's of beautiful, cooler places to explore nearby. 
We are in the center of the giant saguaro's homeland, surrounded by grasslands, canyons and sky islands. 

We also welcome people with a variety of talents and activist experience to come and work for one issue of the 
Journal as a "short-term” editor. This adds to the diversity of voices and energy in the Journal. This is a paid, two- 
month commitment. 

To apply, send your resume, a letter of interest, a writing' sample, your activist history and the names of 
some activists who can vouch for you to the Earth First! Journal. For more information, contact (520) 620- 
6900; collective@earthfirstjournal.org. 
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INTERNATIONAL CONTACTS 


www.savingiceland.org 


EF! Action Update 

12 London Rd, Brighton, BN1 4JA, UK 

mail@actionupdate.org.uk 

Leeds EF! c/o CRC 

16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds, LS7 3HB, UK 
01 13-262-9365; leedsef@ukf.net 
London EF! 

84B Whitechapel High St, London, El 0, UK 

eflondon@ziplip.com 

London Rising Tide 

62 Fieldgate St, London, El 1ES, UK 

0770-879-4665; london@rlsingtide.org.uk 

Manchester EF! 

22A Beswick St, Manchester, M4 7HS, UK 
mancef@nematode.freeserve.co.uk 
Road Block 

FOB 164, Totnes, TQ9 5WX, UK 

020-7729-6973; office@roadblock.org.uk 

GERMANY 

F.F! Germany 

green . rage@web.de 


AUSTRALIA 


NE THERIANRS 


EF) Australia 

FOB 1270, Albany, WA, 6330, Australia 

efOz@earthfirst.org.au 

EF! OZ-Jervis Bay 

POB 295, Nowia, NSW, 2541, Australia 


ASEED Europe 

Piantage Doldaan 12A, 1018 CM, 
Amsterdam, Netherlands 
31-20-668-2236; info@aseed.net 
GroenFfont! Netherlands 
POB 85069, 3508 AB Utrecht, Netherlands 
2007@groenfront.nl; www.groenfront.nl 


B ELGIUM 


EF! Belgium Support Group 

belgium2005@groenfront.be 
GroenFront! Belgium 
2007@groenfront.be; www.groenfront.be 


NIGERIA 


Environmental Rescue International 

20 Dawson Rd, by Forestry Junction, 

Benin City, Nigeria 

environmentalrescue@yahoo.co.uk 

RUSSIA 

Ecodefense! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad, 236000, Russia 
0112-44^84-43 


CANADA 


Elaho EF! 

earth_ftrst@resist.ca 
Ottawa EF1 

ottawaearthfirst@resist.ca 


CZECH REPUBLIC 


Car Busters 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10, Czech Republic 
420-274-810-849; info@carbusters.org 
EIRE 

An Talamh Glas (Green Earth) 
atgblue@yahoo.com 


SOUTH KOREA 


Green Korea United 
110-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg 
136-56 YOunji-Dong, Jongro-Gu 
Seoul, South Korea 

82-2-747-8500; greenkprea@greenkorea.org 


ICELAND 


Saving Iceland 
savingiceland@riseup.net 


ENGLAND 


Rising Tide North America . \ ■ I 

POB 11664, Portland, OR 97211 ; 

(202) 657-6772; www.risingtidenorthamerica.org 
Root Force 

POB 1302, Tucson, AZ 85702 
info@rootforce.org 
Warrior Poets Society 
POB 14501, Berkeley, CA 94712 


Earth First! 

DIRECTORY 

Find the EF! group nearest you. If you don’t see one, start one! 


ARIZONA 

Anti-Lab Peace Squad 
C/o Branscam and Trish Scam 
PO BOX 343, Cameron, AZ 86020 
Catalyst Infoshop 

109 N McCormick St, Prescott, AZ 86301. 

info@catalystinfoshop.org 

Chuk'shon EF! 

chukshonef@riseup . net 

www.chukshonef.wordpress.com 

ARKANSAS 

Arkansas EF! 

arkansasearthfirst@gmail.com 

CALIFORNIA 

Free Mind Media 

546 Pacific Ave, Santa Rosa, CA 95402 

info@freemindmedia.org 

Healeth EF! 

POB 720327, Redding, CA 96099 
(530) 241-1007 

Humboldt EF! 

(707) 834-5170; contactefhum@gmail.com 

www.efhumboldt.org 

Long Haul Infoshop 

3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 

(510) 540-0751; slingshot@tao.ca 

North Coast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518; (707) 822-1513 
Santa Cruz EF! 
cruzef@cruzio.com 
Sierra Nevada EF! 

935 F St, Fresno, CA 93706 

collective@sierranevadaearthfirst.brg 

smartMeme Strategy & Training Project 

2940 16th St #201, San Francisco, CA 94103 

info@smartmeme.org 

COLQ RADQ 

Denver EF! 

colorado-earthfirst@riseup.net 

High Country EF! 

highcountryearthfirst@riseup.net 

Wilderness Study Group 

University of Colorado, Campus Box 207, 

Boulder, CO 80.309 ------ 

CONNECTICUT 
Environmental Library Fund 
25 Newtown Tpke, Weston, CT 06883 
(203) 227-2065; remyc@prodigy.net 
FL OR ID A 

Central Florida EF! 
centralfloridaearthfirst@gmail.com 
Everglades EF! 

822 N C St, Lake Worth, FL 33460 

(561) 588-9666; evergladesearthfirst@gmail.com 

GEORGIA 

Species Traitor/Black and Green Press 
POB 81303, Athens, GA 30608 
primalwar@gmail.com 
ILLINOIS 

Chicago EF1_ : 

1740 W Greenleaf Ave, Chicago, IL 60626 

(773) 465-7774 

IOWA 

Des Moines EF! 

c/o Crimethlnc. Neighborhood Watch 
POB 41416, Des Moines, IA 50311 
INDIANA 

Boxcar Books & Community Center 
310A S Washington St, Bloomington, IN 47401 


(812) 339-8710; boxcar@boxcarbooks.org 
Roadblock EF! 
roadblockef@yahop.com 
KANSAS 

Solidarity! Radical Library 
1 109 Massachusetts St, Lawrence, KS 66044 
(785) 865-1374 
MAINE 
Maine EF! 

POB 1072, Belfast, ME 04915 
maineef@yahoo.com 
Native Forest Network 
nfnmaine@gmail.com 
Penobscot Bay Watch-Gulf of Maine 
POB 1871, Rockland, ME 04841 
penbay@justice.com 
People's Free Space 
POB 4875, Portland, ME 04112 
info@peoplesfreespace.org 
MARYLAND 
Potomac EF! 

c/o Peace Resource Center, 

4 E Church St, Frederick, MD 21701 
potomacearthfirst@gmail.com 
- MASSACHUSETTS 
Mass Direct Action 
POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 
info@massdirectaction.org 
MINNESOTA 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 

2441 Lyndale Ave S, -Minneapolis, MN 55405 

MISS OURI 

Confluence/Community Arts & Media Project 
POB 63232, Saint Louis, MO 63163 
confluence@lists.indymedia.org 
MONTANA 

Buffalo Field Campaign 

POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758 

(406) 646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies.org 

Wild Rockies EF! 

odinswyrd@yahoo.com 

Nebraska , 

- EF! Nebraska ' - 1 - - * ' - ' - "•! • - 1* . ’ , ‘ • ' > ' ■ ’ - ' - * • ' ■ ' 

' 205T'r MearS’st^Chadrdn,' NE 69337 ' ‘ ‘ ; 
(308) 432-3458; buffalobruce@panhandle.net 
NEW Y O RK ; 7, 

Central New York EF! 

POB 35463, Syracuse, NY 13235 
(585) 802-8330; cnyearthfirst@riseup.net 
Wetlands Activism Collective 
POB 344, New York,- NY 10108 
(201) 928-2831; activism@wetlands-pi 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Croatan EF! 

2419 Mayview St, Raleigh, NC 27607 
croatanearthfirst@gmail.com 
KatuahEF! 

POB 9343, Asheville, NC 28815 
Rising Tide Asheville 
risingtide@mountainrebel.net 
OHIO 

HokHokken EF! 

info@eastemforestdefense.org 

OREGON 

Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project 
27803 Williams Ln, Fossil, OR 97830 
Cascadia EFl-Eugene 
POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
Cascadia EFi-Portland 


POB 11662, Portland, OR 97217 

cascadia_ef@riseup.net 

Green Anarchy 

POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 

collective@greenanarchy.org 

TENNESSEE 

Three Rivers EF! 

POB 16309, Knoxville, TN 37996 

annebonnylives@yahoo.com 

UTAH 

Wild Wasatch EF! 

8790 W 25800 N, Portage, UT 84331 

(435) 866-2137 

VERMONT 

Save the Corporations From Themselves 
’ 169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 
(802) 254-4847; corpsave@sover.net 
VIRGINIA 
Blue Ridge EF! 
blueridgeef@yahoo.com 
WASHINGTON 
Evergreen State College. 

Environmental Resource Center 
2700 Evergreen Pkwy NW, Cab 320, 

Olympia, WA 98505 

(360) 867.-6784 

The Last Wizards 

james@lastwizards.com 

WISCONSIN 

Madison EF!/Infoshop 

1019 Williamson St #B, Madison, WI 53703. 

(608)262-9036 

WYOMING 

Teewinot EF! 

POB 1329, Jackson, WY 83001 


PROJECTS 6 
CAMPAIGNS 


‘ EF!‘ Direct Action Fund X 7 

POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 

/no c\ rio n 


* our Directory 


We are currently in the process of updating 
our directory. If you would like to add a group 
or know one that needs to be removed, contact 
collective@earthfirstjournal.org. 


Some of the benefits of being listed in the EF! directory include: exposure for local and regional campaigns, free advertising 
space in the Journal, merchandise discounts, and bulk copies of the Journal for the price of postage. For more information, . 
contact the EF! Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702; (520) 620-6900; collective@earthfirstjournal.org. 
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From the 


A climber traverses tree-to-tree. Traverse lines are a tool that 
is uesd to save large groves of trees. 

Humboldt Earth First! 




Communique 


Perched between branches on a web composed of 

climbing-rope 


by Gambit 

Cutten, South Cascadia, 
the McKay Tract canopy. 

The landscape unfolds be- 
low us as a patchwork quilt 
of war. Looking west, one 
sees the suburb, progress 
enacting its will upon the 
occupied countryside. More 
development is planned, 
but it is not yet happen- 
ing. We have primarily met 
friendly people who live 
here, and enjoy hanging 
out in the forest. We asked 
them if they want their sub- 
urb to grow, to continue to 
"develop," and they em- 
phatically do not. 

Among the second- and 
third-growth trees to the 
'.soutH lay a few erron 
mini-mansions encroach- 
ing upon the landscape, 
with stumps in their yards 
wider than any of the three 

in their driveways. The residents enjoy 
a quiet life until one of them starts running 
powertools. 

We look east and see the tops of enormous old- 
growth redwoods towering above the hundred- 
year-old second growth. Some friends live here, 
including spotted owls, ospreys, turkey vultures, 
black bears, newts, voles, flying squirrels and ar- 
boreal humans. 

To the north lies a clearcut. Three years ago, 
Green Diamond (GD), formerly Simpson Tim- 
ber Company, came in and cut down every last 
tree in the unit, leaving a few huge burned-out 


snags. Pampas grass and 
milkweed grow to hu- 
man height in the trees' 
absence, but this area is 
dry and getting dryer. 

They planted a few 
baby conifers, redwoods 
and others after they 
cut. Those trees are 
now three years old, 
meaning they can cut a 
couple more units and 
then start re-zoning the 
land from timberland to 
residential. More mini- 
mansions are planned. 
So it goes.... 

However our forest 
friends disagree with 
these plans. They want 
to live, and our solution 
is to live with them. For 
the past several months, 
we've been occupying 
two tree villages in the 
McKay, tying in as many 
Reclining amongst the redwoods giant trees as possible 
with traverses to protect them with our own 
bodies from being cut down. Tree-sitting has 
been used to defend forests in Humboldt for 
decades, and traverses enable a few humans to 
defend a large number of trees without leaving 
the canopy. 

We chose this grove because the trees stand 
directly against the march of Leviathan in the 
form of suburban development, and the neigh- 
bors (in house down below) stand with us, and 
give us love and support. The other grove, (also 
slated to be clearcut), features an osprey nest, 
at least one spotted owl nest, flocks of turkey 

continued on page 1 1 


Free Hugh and Tiga 


by Chad Brandler 

Those who've followed resistance to Interstate- 
69 (1-69) in southern Indiana over the last 20 
years are familiar with the Indiana State Police 
(ISP)'s outrageous antjcs and zealous repression 
of protesters. On April 24, in an over-the-top 
move by the ISP, two activists were arrested in 
what is obviously the culmination of years of 
surveillance, harassment, and repression (see EF!J 
September-October). Tiga and Hugh, two longtime 
Indiana residents, are each being charged with 
two counts of intimidation (misdemeanors), two 
counts of conversion (i.e. theft, misdemeanors) 
and one count of corrupt business influence (i.e. 
racketeering, a class C felony). If convicted, they 
would each face 12 years in prison. 

Tiga was arrested on the morning of April 24, 
following a court date in Evansville, Indiana, 
for a prior anti-I-69 action this last Summer. A 


few hours later, the car Hugh was traveling in 
pulled off at an ice-cream stand just north of 
Indianapolis. Minutes later, he was arrested 
by a plainclothes US Marshall, tazer drawn, in 
front of families and children enjoying their ice 
cream. Both were interrogated by Feds and/or 
the ISP, including the n'er-do-well Brad Chan- 
dler, a recurring character in our saga who's 
employed full-time to harass activists. 

While felonies and jail time aren't anything 
to snicker at, it's hard not to snicker when one 
looks into the nature of the charges. The main 
felony of racketeering stems from an antiquated 
mob-era charge, part of Indiana's version of the 
federal Racketeering Influenced Corrupt Business 
Act. This law was enacted to suppress "organized 
crime," and the current charges claim that Tiga 
and Hugh are known to be "leaders of the criminal 
enterprise Roadblock Earth First!, and that they 
"conspired to commit an office eviction, treesits, 


lockdowns, threatening blog postings and meet- 
ing disruptions." The misdemeanor charges 
are in reference to a 
staged "eviction" of 
two 1-69 planning 
offices in July 2007. 

To recap, furniture 
and records from the 
planning offices up 
and walked out of 
continued on page 7 
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The Road to Short-Terming 


I feel like I have landed in a won- Working with the EFIJhas affirmed the outside. We included a song, an 

derful, meaningful place. When my sense of community through explanation of the significance of 
I joined up with the Earth First! our hard times. People we know are Lughnasadh, and the long-awaited 
Journal, I had already befriended being arrested, and we are all perse- return of Nedd Lu'd! In the middle, 
the collective, attended my first cuted. None of us can presume to I' hope you will find a pleasing ar- 
EF! gathering, other EF! events in have any privacy. We are regularly ray of sound EF! reports. 

Tucson, and was familiar with a slandered by a patriarchal culture When we howl, "Earth First!," 
few of the EF!J procedures. Af- that has. pervaded the mass media, we take up the strength of convic- 
ter spending about eight months and labels our feelings immature or tion that this world on which we 
in Tucson, I have found that the irrational, while its cruelty domi- live can never be dominated. If we 
Journal has become a part of my nates our whole social environment, try to dominate the world, we only 
everyday life. Last issue, I took up Still, we are free together. We fight subvert our nature, and extinguish 
the role as a "super volunteer," with our comradery; we fight with the great fire of freedom that burns 
and short-terming was a natural our homemade kombucha; we fight in the heart and arteries of this 
progression. with the strength that a million Earth. Whether or not it's too late 

Spending time in the office dollars worth of food stamps could is not the point. Struggle is a way of 
while the collective was searching never buy (trust us, we know)! life. Let our accomplishments, our 

for another person to short-term Most of all, in tough times, we pride and our shame all be forgot- 
with me, I was looking forward to have to stay focused. I feel like this ten. Whether behind bars or hitch- 
a cool two months of working at issue has an especially balanced se- hiking on an onramp in California, 
the Journal with the coming short- lection of content in the context from those of us who know what it 
termer — a persyn who expressed of a very tumultuous time. The is to live in service of the wild (no 
much enthusiasm to come out prisoner support section is excep- matter what the cost), to those of 
to "Abbey Country." Things in tionally important, as we feel the us who are still considering picking 
the Sonoran Desert are never that pressing urgency of community up the proverbial monkeywrench, I 
cool, though. The other short- calling to us from the other side of hope we'll all agree by the end of 
termer totally bailed on us with- legal institutions now more than this issue that this movement is 
out warning. Still, even with the ever. At the same time, the cultural unstoppable. It will not be stopped, 
other short-term editor gone, our richness of this issue represents the Our best years are yet to come. 
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by Willie 

In the past several months, three efforts that 
Earth First! (EF!) has contributed action and en- 


On the mountaintop removal (MTR) 
front, a bittersweet victory was won on May 
7, when the Army Corps of Engineers, re- 
sponding to a prompt by the Environmen- 


plans to add a third reactor to its Lake 
Anna nuclear plant were thwarted by a 
lawsuit brought forth by the Blue Ridge 
Environmental Defense League (BREDL) 


ergy to in Virginia have gained significant victo- 
ries. In each of these cases, our involvement has 
been relatively small compared to the efforts 
of other groups, and all credit is due to them 
for doing the un-sexy, demanding work of 
dragging these industries through the courts 
and regulatory processes where these victo- 
ries were ultimately won. While we envision 
and work to create a world where destruc- 
tive projects are stopped by sheer force of 
grassroots direct action, we do indeed believe 
in using every tool in the toolbox. Here's a 
brief synopsis of some of those tools being 
put to work over the past two years: 

The first action taken by the cunent incarna- 
tion of Blue Ridge Earth First! (BREF!) was 
a demonstration at the home of a devel- 
oper driving efforts to build a Wal-Mart 
in Blacksburg, Virginia. There was never a 
long-term direct action strategy hashed out 
to defeat this project. While an emerging 
community group developed support and 
momentum towards legislating and later 
litigating their opposition into law, our ac- 
tion served chiefly as a reminder that civil 
discourse with those who would desecrate 
our communities for a buck is no virtue. The 
demonstration was also the coming-out party 
for a new EF! chapter ready to give some teeth 
to the environmental movement in the hills 
of Virginia. 

As BREF! shifted our focus to other proj- 
ects, efforts to stop the Wal-Mart through 
any well-mannered, government-sanctioned 
and truly boring means necessary 7 , persisted 
and ultimately reigned triumphant by way 
of appealing a local zoning ordinance all 
the way to the Supreme Court of Virginia. 
While the parade of Earth Firstlers making 
merry in developer Jeannie Stosser's front 
yard played a small part in the whole turn 
of events, it is nonetheless a gratifying vic- 
tory for our more well-behaved allies and 


tal Protection Agency (EPA), rescinded a 
permit for A&G coal's Ison Rock mine. Over 
the past several years, the Southern Appala- 
chian Mountain Stewards, a local commu- 
nity group has clogged regulatory processes 
and spoken out loudly against this mine. In 
2004, A&G's failure to conform to the laws 
for exactly how a mountain is supposed to 
be destroyed resulted in a boulder rolling 
off of a MTR mine and killing a three-year 
old boy asleep in his bed, prompting Katuah 
Earth First! to chain, lock and glue the gates 
to that mine closed. In 2007, this same cor- 
poration was the target of sabotage at one of 
it's Wise County mountain-top removal sites 
by a group calling itself the "Committee to- 
Defend the Land and People." 

The Ison Rock mine would have totaled 
1,300 acres in scope and would have buried 
three miles of streams. This is the first time 
that a MTR permit has ever been rescinded due 
to intervention by a federal regulatory body — 
evidence that the mounting and increasingly 
militant opposition to MTR of the past sev- 
eral years is having an effect on policy de- 
cisions. The EPA and Army Corps reasoned 
that the sprawling mine would violate the 
Clean Water Act if it dumped mining waste 
into streams, a practice that always accom- 
panies MTR operations known as "valley 
fills." The bitterness of this win comes with 
the fact that, shortly after Obama's EPA re- 
scinded this and five other permits, the coal 
industry applied pressure for the administra- 
tion to give word on 42 other pending MTR 
permits, which resulted in the EPA declar- 
ing that they're all fine to proceed. Why are 
six MTR/valley fill mines in violation of the 
clean water act and 42 aren’t? Politics. They're 
throwing us a bone here. We'll take that bone, 
and then we'll beat them senseless with it. All 
MTR buries streams! Until all MTR permits 
are revoked, we won't stop! 


in February. Lawyers for BREDL, an orga- 
nization supporting environmental justice 
struggles throughout the southeast, proved 
in court that operations at the plant are 
raising temperatures in Lake Anna to over 
100 degrees in the summertime. This is the 
same power plant where EF!, Rising Tide and 
others staged a sit-in during last summer's 
Southeast Convergence for Climate Action. 

In the nearly two years that our small EF! 
collective has existed, we've made a delib- 
erate effort to execute direct actions with 
a timing and sensibility that work concur- 
rently with the campaigns of our friends, 
neighbors and allies who have the stomach 
to tangle up the state within the parameters 
of its own procedures. We do not' have the 
time, taste, expertise or resources to spear- 
head these efforts ourselves but we see how 
they can be utilized effectively. The problem 
with any victory won by virtue of state ap- 
proval is that the state retains the power 
to reverse that judgment. By bypassing the 
"designated channels" to express our dissent 
and employing actions that directly disrupt 
the operations we oppose, we demonstrate a 
readiness among the general public to reject 
the rules of our oppressors and defend our- 
selves as is our natural right. This presence 
reinforces the truth that favorable govern- 
ment actions are forced by the will of the 
people rather than being handed down by 
the benevolence of the ruling class. If we 
treat these wins as the end of a story and 
allow the hard-earned and slowly-built 
grassroots power that produced these vic- 
tories. to whither, then this is as close to 
justice as we will ever get. If, instead, we un- 
derstand them as markers in the movement 
towards achieving all power to all people, 
then onward. It is the propagation of this 
sentiment as well as the specific points of 
impact resulting from our actions that we 



a -pleasant reminder that, when pressure 


In another case of the Clean Water Act contribute to the environmental movement 
aally being enforced. Dominion Power's in the mountains of Appalachia. 


builds, it eventually breaks 


,, „ „ of town. The campaign soon sprung into life £ 

BY SQUEERSH ON BEHALF OF CAMP Bl.NG ^ ,*** ^ { he % ioty p JJ, potion 

This is the story of the Camp Bling road Society forming to convey public dissent and 

protest which took place between Sep- to put pressure on the local authority to cancel 

tember 2005 and the summer of 2009, the controversial scheme.once again. 
in Southend-on-Sea, Essex. Despite being You would probably be familiar with aragPiTgl 
some ten years after the British anti-roads much of what then followed: More than 1 
movement and daring to attempt to save an 20,000 signatures were collected against the 
unfashionable part of the world, something scheme by the date of the local public inquiry ^ 

resulted that we believe was much bigger in early 2005. The road was rubber stamped 
than the original issue it stood for - a small at each stage of the decision making process, iSlillillS 
but vibrant counter-cultural protest commu- against the wishes of the great majorities 
nity was born in the middle of the London public opinion. People marched, tied yellow in a Poplai 
commuter heartland. ribbons, joined hands around the park, wore burial on 

In terms of the road scheme, plans to wid- masks, scaled trees, and temporarily occupied land locate 
en the A127/A1159 Priory Crescent/Cuck- the threatened land. railway line 

oo Corner to dual carriageway status were This was all to no avail. The inquiry inspector just 15 fe.< 
never welcomed by local people, with over voted in favor of the scheme, and all seemed to lead to 
12,000 signing a petition against it in the lost - until two activists from Parklife attended happened 
early 1970's. Under threat was the famous the Earth First! Summer gathering in Der- People t 
and historical Priory Park, donated by local byshire later that year. The Parklife strategy materials, 
benefactor Robert Arthur Jones. The 30-acre had always been to try everything to influ- moment w 
site included a Cluniac Priory, fishing lakes, ence the decision making process. A visit to someone t 
and was bounded by an area rich in local ar- the Bronze Age stone circle, the Nine Ladies, initial step 
chaeology discovered over previous years. . quarry protest site provided inspiration for consider at 

In the spring of 2001, the public became what would follow at our site, where the East case, althot 
aware of the latest proposals by Southend Bor- Saxon king's burial had been discovered late necessary p 
ough Council to widen the 870-yard stretch in atumn 2003 during investigations on the the cash. T 
of single carriageway between Cuckoo Comer route of the proposed road widening. Could partment f< 
and the Southend-London Liverpool Street stage a similar protest down south? Maybe all the time 
railway line. On the table was a plan to build a not on the scale of the Derbyshire site, but we protestors v 
new traffic junction scything off the northern felt that it was worth a try. parently, tb 

section of the park and land to the east, plus Over the course of a week in September try Park hat 
a new railway bridge to connect to the east 2005 a single, low tree house was constructed 
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The Making of the Camp Bling Road Protest 




Journal moving to Ash- 
ville — actually they are not 
mixed at all but pretty 
point blank. I am not in 
the communication loop 
on this at all. So what I 
am about to write is alot 
of "if's." But if the Journal 
for some reason cannot 
make Ashville work I be- 
lieve here in Knoxville we 
have the assets to keep the 
Journal going. We have 
the cheapest printing on the 
East Coast as we are home 
to the 3rd largest printing 
press on the East Coast. 

Unlike Ashville, Knox- 
ville is not a hippy Mecca — 
though it is much larger 
and has a much larger mu- 
sic scene. Our housing 
is cheap — half what you 
pay in Ashville. We are 
also dead center between 
the North and the South 
and the Mississippi and 
the East Coast. We also 
have five major interstates 
which converge here — all 
roads lead to Knoxville 
which is why so many ma- 
jor communication hubs 
move here. We are also- 
have the largest purchaser 
of coal in North America 
here— ^Tennessee Valley 
Authority (TVA)— and are 


they may ask me to work a 
job that is contrary to my 
political views, the thing 1 
most resent about my forced 
housing situation is that 
they do not have a vegan 
or vegetarian diet available 
to us. Another inmate and 
I recently requested trans- 
fer to the medium security 
unit where we can get a veg- 
etarian meal for religious or 
political reasons. We never 
received an answer from 
our unit sergeant. 

Today (April 16, 2009) I 
put in a concern form re- 
questing an answer to my 
previous request. If I do 
not receive an acceptable 
response by April 24, 1 feel 
my only available option 
will be to hunger-strike 
and refuse to participate 
in all work projects and 
programs. 

My previous attempt 
was blown off. This is only 
a temporary solution to a 
permanent problem. Un- 
fortunately, this will not 
make vegan diets available 
here and it may or may not 
fix my situation. My goal is 
to create a permanent pol- Dear Shit fer Brains, 
icy change at this prison. Hey I am getting mixed 

I am Matt Harris, I have signal from all the old time 
been known for many EF! folks I know about the 


years as Moses and lent my 
support to various causes 
while advocating for hu- 
man rights and re-wilding. 
I now ask for support of 
anyone willing to show me 
solidarity. I have no family 
backing or means. I rely on 
being steadfast and stub- 
born. I will pursue this issue 
doggedly. I ask that anyone 
with a spare moment call 
this prison (Idaho Correc- 
tions Institution Orofino) 
and speak to Warden Carlin 
about forcing labor under 
the duress of closed custody 
housing and forcing in- 
mates to eat meat products 
or starve over their religious 
or political beliefs. Hope- 
fully, through persistence, 
we can affect a change in 
the policy of this prison. 

Any letters you wish to 
send me personally may be 
addressed to Matt Harris 
74357, ICI-O GVH-A-25-B, 
Hospital North Drive #23, 
Orofino, ID 83544. 

All support is greatly 
appreciated. 

— Matt Harris 


good idea. While I share 
an antipathy toward ask- 
ing politicians to do any- 
thing. This represents a 
concrete way to show your 
solidarity for environmen- 
tal and animal liberation 
prisoners and address the 
severe crowding in fed- 
eral prisons. 

The quick update is that 
I am doing well, keeping 
busy with correspondence, 
reading and exercise. And I 
just hit my two year mark 
in prison. Legal efforts to 
challenge the CMU con- 
tinue and if you can show 
some love for the lawyers at 
the Civil Liberties Defense 
Center (www.cldc.org) for 
all the help they've given 
me and other prisoners. 

Take Care and in Struggle, 
— Daniel McGowan 


Dearest Turd For Brains, 

After not receiving the 
Journal for some time, I 
was excited to find the 
Beltane issue in my pile 
of mail and catch up on 
movement happenings. I 
was especially glad to see 
the ink devoted to coal — 
the TVA protests, debunk- 
ing of clean coal and the 
critical analysis of the D.C. 

Climate action in particu- 
lar. Thank you for the cov- 
erage of continued Animal 
Enterprise Terrorism Act- 
inspired repression in 
Utah and for the blurb on 
where I currently live — 

"Little Guantanamo" — or 
the Communication Man- 
agement Unit (CMU) at 
Marion United States Pen- 
itentiary. Those who want 
to know more or join the 
struggle to close the CMU 
should check out www. 
supportdaniel.org/cmu. 

The topic of Ask an EF! 

Lawyer (the Good Time 
Bill) was spot on but al- 
low me to give some fur- 
ther background. This bill 
would benefit 13 of the 
16 current environmental 
and animal liberation pris- 
oners (the three state pris- 
oners wouldn't benefit), 
roughly 10 of the political 
prisoners on the Anarchist 
Black Cross Federation/ 

Jericho movement list and 
a significant majority of 
the 204,000 people in the 
Bureau of Prisons (people 
with life sentences and 
those sentenced pre No- 
vember 1, 1987 wouldn't 
benefit). You can view work crews for "incentive 
sample letters, statistics, pay," which is discretion- 
the bill itself, links and ary. We are housed here 
your representative's info under ‘ the understand- 
at www.goodtimebill.info. ing that any attempt to 
Stu is right. The bill is not participate in "work 
part of a trend toward projects" will lead to our 
more rational sentences being sent to the closed- 
and reductions in prison custody unit regardless of 
populations (this includes Our custody levels. There 
the recent crack sentenc- we will be housed with 
ing guideline change, the prison gang members and 
repeal of New York's Rock- other maximum security 
efeller drug laws and pas- inmates. In essence, we are 
sage of the second chance housed here under duress, 
act in 2007). Yet, without forced to work for dkcre- 
consistent pressure and tionary wages, 
advocacy, this bill won't These things disturb me, 
pass. It'll just be another particularly that at any time 


Dear Folks at Daily Planet 
Publishing, 

Thanks so much for the 
book sent to me here, What 
We Leave Behind, by Derick 
Jensen. I'm just starting to 
read it and am enjoying it 
a lot. One of my first envi- 
ronmental campaigns was 
to block the construction 
of a trash -incinerator (at 
the time, the worlds larg- 
est). The campaign went 
on for ten years, with some 
temporary and some mi- 
nor victories, though in 
the end we lost to dispos- 
able culture. Pm looking 
forward to learning and 
enlightenment (and often 
tangential inspiration) that 
I always get when I read 
Jensen's writing. Thank 
you again for sending it. 

Thank you for all that 
you do to make people 
think! 

Solidarity, 

— Marie Mason 


now ask for 
support 
of anyone 


filing to show 
me 

solidarity. 


through persis 
tence, 

we can affect 
a change 
in the policy 
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smack in the middle of the 
fight against mountain top 
removal for coal — which 
is not happening in North 
Carolina. Also we have 


Just a backup plan I 
wanted to mention if Ash- 
ville doesn't work out. 

— Chris Irwin 


you can take, is available 
at www.goodtimebill.info/ 
news.html 
Thanks again! 

— Alexandra Fletcher, 


see is not radical environ- 
mentalism, but immature 
punk rock politics...maybe 
I have changed but as I try 
to find a place for niy self 


many of which went on to 
found other NGO's. These 
non-governmental organi- 
zation's are just as essential 
as the lobbyists, EF!, the 




Earth Liberation Front, and 
the conservative environ- 
mental groups — together 
they make a holistic envi- 
ronmental movement — all 
essential, all strategic, 
all having there place... 
with people that may cross 
often between them... put- 
ting on the proper hat for 
the essential movement 
of each campaign. Maybe 
encourage folks to pick up 
some of the books on EF! 
out there and radical en- 
vironmentalism, includ- 
ing strategy like Earthforce. 
Maybe you all need to try 
being more inclusive, not 
try so hard to separate 
from everyone else, be- 
cause it is very alienating 
to many that are trying to 
do good work. 

I wish you all the best. 

Love and donuts, 

— Grommit... 
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It's time for urban and wild foraging of 
ripening fruits and grains! The July-August 
issue of the Earth First! Journal coincides 
with Lughnasadh, a festival associated with 
the sun and seed collecting. It is celebrated 
during the first day of August in the Celtic 
solar/lunar calendar. The date is the first of 
three harvest dates of the year. It is also a 
festival of gratitude. 

If you want to celebrate this year's har- 
vest, gather what you have in abundance, as 
Lughnasadh (of Lammas, as it is also referred 
to) is traditionally the time to take a break 
from our labors and enjoy the ripening seeds 
of the sun. We suggest visiting your favorite 
bakery dumpster, and harvesting enough ba- 
gels and loafs to share with your communi- 
ty. If this is not how you gather your grains, 
make some fresh loafs in time to eat them 
warm with your loved ones! Ypu could also 


bake a cake and include the first-harvested 
berries from your neighborhood. 

This is a time for feasting, traveling, trad- 
ing and making the most of good weather! 
Many of us will be traveling to the Cascade 
Mountains for the Round River Rendezvous 
in early July! While adventuring, take this 
time to visit farmer markets (ask them if they 
have seeds to share), community spaces, in- 
foshops and instigating camp outs! Bring 
all ages together to find the true heart of 
your community. Take time from cities and 
projects to share songs and stories. Liberate 
yourself from modern time, and rejoice in 
the goodness of the sun. The time you take 
this Slimmer to connect with your commu- 
nity and those with whom you are active 
can strengthen bonds and create more- 
sustainable relationships. Lughnasadh re- 
minds us to take the time to celebrate what 


we achieve as a group, the importance of 
community and, in turn, solidarity. 

Lastly, a great way to celebrate the abun- 
dance of Summer's harvest is by collect- 
ing the first seeds of your next harvest or 
by tearing those nasty genetically-altered 
crops out from under the biotechnology gi- 
ants' feet! When collecting seeds, pick the 
least-toxic seeds you have access to on a 
dry day, separate them from the seed cases 
and place them in envelopes to keep for 
sowing in the Spring. Include information 
on the envelopes to help you get the best 
harvest. Hardy plants can be planted right 
away — mark the spot so you don't lose 
them. Remember,, every year, we lose spe- 
cies of crops to the modernization of the 
food industry. Empower yourself and your 
community by sharing seeds and planting 
gardens together. 
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Obama and Uribe 'informally' meeting about the FTA 


Through 

CLASHES WITH 


POLICE, THEIR 


CHAMTS AHO 


by [Sic] Stet 

As economic pressure builds, the year 
2009 has proven that anything can happen. 
Ecological movements continue to dem- 
onstrate against the international power 
elite, and repression is only building against 
dissent and direct action. The outcomes of 
the G20 Summit, the Summit of the Ameri- 
cas, and the Business Summit on Climate 
Change show that politicians are continuing 
to move in the wrong direction, against the 
popular outcry. 

One could feel the spirit of the Greek 
revolt sweeping through Europe like embers 
from a burning police station, drawing tight 
the tension through the streets of London as 
protesters met the G20 Summit on April 1. 
Engaged behind closed doors, representatives 
from the 20 richest nation-states of the world 
convened to discuss important matters. 

Regardless of the electric storm of con- 
troversy brewing outside, they pledged to 
increase support for the International Mon- 
etary Fund and the World Bank, a kind of 
globalized bail-out program for interna- 
tional financial institutions to tighten their 
chokehold on the developing world. Mean- 
while, thousands of demonstrators — the 
dispossessed, anarchists, labor supporters, 
environmentalists and' animal rights activ- 
ists — converged oiitside the meeting grounds. 
Through clashes with an intimidating and 
ruthless police force, their exuberant chants 
and marches sent challenges to the elites from 
the square outside of the Bank of England. 

The protestors held their ground in the 
streets for the most part, though the police 
brutality loomed tall, claiming in the end 
an innocent bystander named Ian Tom- 
linson. As Tomlinson strolled home from 
work, hands in his pockets, agitated police 
officers randomly harassed and shoved him, 
eventually pushing him to the ground. Wit- 
nesses said that Tomlinson seemed shocked. 
After being helped to his feet and trying to 
walk for a moment, Tomlinson fainted to 
the street, never to reawaken. At 47 years- 
old, he died of serious internal bleeding, 
leaving a wife and nine children. 

In spite of the sheer danger lurking behind 
the riot shields, protests continued. Hun- 
dreds constructed barricades and took the . 
street outside of the Carbon Exchange in 
order to stage a climate camp. With mu- 
sic, workshops, and festivities, the Climate 
Camp addressed sustainable models for 


On April 24, almost immediately following 
the G20 Summit, the slightly-less-publicized 
Summit of the Americas (with the ironic ac- 
ronym of SOA*) convened in Port of Spain, 
Trinidad. To prepare for the summit, au- 
thorities in the Port of Spain walled off the 
poorest district, Beetham Gardens, from 
the capital, evicting hundreds of squatters 


oric pushing the passage of the Colombia 
and Panama Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) 
before the end of the year. As the new leftist 
government of El Salvador faces a challenge 
under the Central American Free Trade 
Agreement (CAFTA) from a mining firm 
for delaying contracts and California faces 
an immanent North American Free Trade 


London Police Assaulted Non-Violent Protesters During the G20 Summit 

ecological change until, at 7 pm. Totally 1 close of the SOA. 
unprovoked and by surprise, riot police 
attacked. Beating people who, with their 
hands in the air, chanted, "This is non- 
violent," the police battered their way 
through the crowd with batons, dispersing 
the last of the protestors after five hours of 
abuse. Of course, mass media deemed the 
summit a success, ignoring most of the dis- 
turbing police violence. 


and cutting off the community from the 
rest of the city. As the summit approached, 
all unions, environmentalists, and other 
protestors were denied permits to protest, 
rendering demonstrations against the bil- 
lion-dollar summit illegal. One group was 
given the right to express itself: a coalition 
of small farmers and environmentalists 
called the Truth Drummers. However, the 
moment the drums began, the riot police 
ordered them silenced. The government 
even banned the counter-summit, named 
the Peoples' Summit, from taking place 
within the city. Instead, activists convened 
elsewhere, £t the nearby University of the 
West Indies. 

With the repressive preparations in place, 
the SOA became embroiled in the crisis of 
relations between the US and Latin America, 
ending with the Prime Minister of Trinidad, 
the host of the event, as the only signatory 
of the summit's final declaration. Obama 
used tactful scheduling to reach out to Left- 
ist leaders of Venezuela and Bolivia, Hugo 
Chavez and Evo Mo- 
rales, but beyond the 
restoring of ambassa- 
dors between Colom- 
bia and the US, few 
conclusive decisions 
were made. 

Engaging in talks on 
„ loosening regulations 
| against Cuba, Obama 
1 seemed to be soaring 
| to new heights of 
| grandeur, in the eyes 
| of many leftists. Still, 
| the corrupt miasma 
I coming from the cor- 
f porate conomics of 
| the past eight years 
I. hung amiss over the 
talks and leaked into 
the ether of public 
discourse after the 


Agreement (NAFTA) challenge for refusing 
to accept fuel from the Canadian Tar Sands, 
free trade seems to be continuing the regime 
of environmental impunity. Labor and en- 
vironmental leaders from the US see an FTA 
with Colombia as the worst possible initia- 
tive. Meanwhile, with Obama supporting 
the militarization of Mexico and Colombia, 
exploitative trade practices seem like only 
the tip of the , 


In spite of President of Colombia, Al- 
varo Uribe's, complicity in the assassina- 
tions of union leaders and his plan to turn 
eight percent of Colombia (including the 
region of El Choc6, which environmental- 
ists consider one of the top nine ecological 
hotspots in the world) into a massive palm- 
oil plantation, the Obama administration 
charged out of the gates with forceful rhet- 


The most recent summit, the World Busi- 
ness Summit on Climate Change, took 
place May 27 in Copenhagen, Denmark. 
Inside, Royal Dutch Shell, the number one 
producer of carbon emissions, topped the list 
of dignitaries, while Duke Energy (number 
twelve), and BP (unlisted) also enjoyed the 
empty promises of new technology. Outside, 
about 300 protestors marched through the 
city to peacefully demonstrate their dissent. 

In the ensuing conflict, the police arre sted 
71 people. With dissent brutally repressed, 
the corporate participants in the summit 
declared an immediate success for business 
as usual. 

Underneath the elitist pomp and cir- 
cumstance, where rhetoric overshadows the 
continuing disintegration of real, political 
solutions, breakthroughs in social change 
continue to gather steam. The preposter- 
ous grounds of arrest in the case of two 
Earth Firstlers in May indicate that the en- 
vironmental destruction of development 
on the NAFTA superhighway in Indiana 
is an increasingly sensitive issue. With 
the Panama FTA looming in the wings, 
-the completion of the so-called "Plan 
Pueblo Panama" -infrastructure project 
to build free trade routes throughout 
North America has become paramount 
among the US's paranoid national-security 
plans. Without the passage of the Panama 
FTA, the Colombia FTA may be dead in the 
water, and, with it, the accelerated devasta- =? 
tion of crucial rainforest and wetland areas. | 
Though if is difficult to continue through §f- 
the adversity presented by apparently im- § 
penetrable fortresses of power, Earth First! | 
plays an important role in expressing what I 
the politicians continue to misrepresent^ 
within the currents of public opinion. We 
have the opportunity to prove that we will 
not be terrorized or play their game! To- 
gether, we have a chance to stop 1-69, the 
FTAs and the global meltdown. 

[Sic] Stet supports fair trade and seif reliance. 
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drilling any where near an eco- 
resistance movement.’ Sure as 
anything, those PR corporations 
are checking our info, pur angles 
and arguments, and coming up 
with media campaigns to coun- 
ter act them. And you know 
what the cops are doing at our 
site! They must have misspelled 
the web address of their favorite 
porn site and stumbled on us... 
those creepy, lazy scumbags. 

So should EEF! be paranoid? 
Uh, sure, why not. But we can't 
let it stop us from spreading 
our message, from carrying out 
resistance to the murderers that 
are attacking us all through 
their attacks on the wild. The 
US. government and the vile 
corporations that prop it up 
and run it will keep their eyes 
on us. We must continue to 
hold them in our scopes. We 
must continue to set the record 
straight on the ground and 
across the web. 

So check out our site, email 
us and tell us what you think, 
and update us with info from 
your campaign that you'd like 
us to post. We want to carry the 
information war forward. 


these search terms or clicked brand protection service provid- 
this hyperlink to access the EEF! ers, Ketchum Communications 
site, they went to these pages, and New Media Strategies, which 
downloaded these documents, function to protect corporations 
and then exited through such "from the effects of negative per- 
and such a portal. Wow! It's ceptions or attacks," have visited 
actually really creepy and sort on a pretty regular basis, 
of makes you feel like a cop to And now it gets creepier. Scripps 

go through the lists. Of course Research, a biotech and vivisection 
actual names aren't given. We corporation, headquartered in La 
can see the city and country Jolla, California, has dropped by 
as well as the web host. This our site at least a hundred times 
is where it gets interesting. It and downloaded all of our info 
turns out that most big corpo- on their vivisection labs at a Flor- 
rations use their own self-titled ida Atlantic University campus in 
host. So, when we read through Jupiter, Florida. Another visitor, 
the visitors' path logs, we started Global Assets Tactical LLC, which 
seeing some near and dear arch trains law enforcement agencies in 
enemies. Florida Power and "counter-terrorism" (aka state ter- 
Light has visited our site over rorism) and hosts a five day course 
20 times on various occasions, on informant training, has left the 
The Palm Beach County Sher- creeps on us pretty heavy, 
iff's office, as well as the Delray But who is paranoid? It appears 

Beach police, have stopped in. that each and every one of these 
We've been looked in on by dubious visitors are checking the 
Florida Municipal Power, the playing field. Perhaps Scripps is 
Pacific Gas and Electric Com- searching to see if we've crossed 
pany, Road Development LLC, that bullshit line created by the 
Penspen Onshore and Offshore Animal Enterprise Terrorism Act 
Drilling, Phoenix . De-watering (AETA) by creating "threatening" 
(a "clean coal" slurry thickening flyers. Perhaps Penspen is think- 
company), and various city and ing about the financial reper- 
county government hosts. Two cussions of setting up offshore 


By Everglades Earth First! 

A couple of us have been work- 
ing hard on building up the Ev- 
erglades Earth First! website; 
you know, adding the bells and 
whistles and the videos and the 
swamp swinger stories and cam- 
paign zine pdfs. Go to our site 
and you'll find out who we are, 
what our past actions have been, 
whose on our shit list, what we 
think folks interested in Florida 
ecology, history, and politics 
should be reading, as well as 
links to other campaigns. You 
can even listen to tracks from 
our EEF! music comp. True, the 
rev won't flow through the in- 
terwebs, and we'd damn sure 
rather be picking daisies than 
lurking around online, but it is 
a great way to outreach to lots 
of folks we'd never have the 
chance to touch base with. We 
get a good bit of our legal de- 
fense funds through our paypal 
link on the site to boot. 

About a month ago, we de- 
cided to put a web tracker on 
the site. It was free and it offers 
lots of weird statistical analysis: 
this nameless user used such- 
and-such web provider, used 
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Aligator paw 


Burmese Python 


Red-shouldered hawk, occupant of everglade ski 


Repression in Indiana Continues 


continued from page 1 

the offices and plopped themselves down on the sidewalk, and 
an eviction notice appeared on the office doors. This was a re- 
sponse to the commencement of evictions of hundreds of farmers 
and landowners on the proposed new route of 1-69. 

These arrests appear to be nothing more than an attempt to in- 
timidate and harass those who dare to build communities of resis- 
tance and oppose the North American Free Trade Agreement. It's 
painfully obvious that the state had to dig awfully deep and use 
obscure outdated laws to pull these charges out of whatever dark 
place they had been lurking. 

However, the government's harassment isn't really proving to be 
effective. The community has come together stronger than ever, 
and the $30,000 needed to bail Tiga and Hugh out was put up 
in slightly more than week. Support (financial and otherwise) has 
been pouring in from across the US and overseas. This said, esti- 
mated legal costs are in the tens of thousands of dollars and benefit 
events are still very much needed. It's up to all of us to make sure 
that the ISP really has bitten off more than they can chew. 

Chad Brandler really doesn't want these folks to go to jail. For more infor- 
mation on Tiga and Hugh's case, to read their arrest warrants and to find 
out how to support them, visit, www.mostlyeverything.net. 


1-69 will result in at least 400 
families being evicted from 
their homes, the destruction 
of more than 7,000 acres of 
wild land, the increased glo- 
balization of capital, depleted 
resources, increased sweat- 
shop goods and the deaths of 
thousands of animals. 
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by Gatewaysucks.org 
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BY WlLDGIRL 

For five days at the end of 
May, I lived exclusively on wild 
food in Portland, Oregon. There 


and lemon balm. I had wanted 
to last a full week, but because 
the project took place after the 
mushrooms disappeared and 
before the berries and nuts come 


Pounce on food items when 
they become available ' and 
store them. 

Eat Like the First People 


go to catch bass, but your friend 
does. When it comes to natural- 
ist skills, there is- an overwhelm- 
ing amount of information to 
grasp. That's good news, too — it 


was no dumpster diving, noth- 
ing from gardens — instead, I 
ate weeds and wild plants grow- 
ing in parks, wilderness areas, 
yards and sidewalks within the 
city limits. My purpose was to 
explore questions of sustainabil- 
ity and survival while indulging 
my desire to experience what it 
feels like to be a wild person in 
an urban environment in 2009. 

Before this project began, I 
sometimes fantasized about being 
a feral hunter-gatherer. I thought 
of it as a romantic possibility sus- 
pended in the annals of eras past 
and perhaps awaiting me at some 
uncertain point in the future, 
post-collapse. After this experi- 
ence I see that we can create the 
reality we want to live in right 
now. We are as free as we ever 
were. Our plant friends are still 
offering themselves as nourish- 
ment and medicine, beckoning 
us to rediscover our primal rela- 
tionship with them, even in the 
city, even with all the concrete 
and asphalt. 

This is not to say that we have 
enough wild land to support for- 
aging exclusively on a large scale, 
especially living in a city. Still, 
wild food can be a supplement to 
an otherwise-local diet, and know- 
ing about it could save your life in 
a crisis. Besides, to eat a weed is 
to honor it — and your own wild 
nature — in a most intimate way. 
It is a< positive, direct action that 
reaffirms your place in the web 
of the great Gaia. 

I lived on stinging nettles 
broth, burdock root, thistle 
and wild carrot; the raw greens 
chickweed, miner's lettuce, dan- 
delion and red clover; and teas 
made from rose petals, pine nee- 
dles, wild chaihomile, cleavers 


out, there was very little in the 
way of calories. I did not want 
to hunt or fish, so I found 
myself too weak to continue 
on day five and had to stop. At 
first, I felt disappointed and dis- 
couraged by the early ending. 
However it was a fantastic turn 
of events, because it gave me an 
opportunity to reflect on what I 
had learned: the importance of 
knowing your local terrain, stor- 
ing food, studying the native 
ways and embracing communi- 
ty. I might not have recognized 
these things if I had made it the 
whole way through with ease. 

Meet Your (Plant) 
Neighbors 

If you want to be able to sur- 
vive on wild food, pay attention 
to where each plant species grows 
and its availability. Looking for 



Foraging in action 


food can waste valuable time in 
a crisis. So, I write down what I 
find in my 'hood and pinpoint 
the intersections. I also note 
growth patterns that could offer 
clues in unfamiliar habitats. For 
instance, pineapple weed likes 
sunny places and wild ginger 
prefers forest cover. 

Store With the Seasons 

What grows ubiquitously 
during the first week of May 
may have vanished by the last. 


The land in each region offers 
a limited selection, quite unlike 
a grocery store. This means that 
you've got to conform to what 
it gives you. So it is a good idea 
to study what foods the native 
people ate in your region and 
in what proportions. Wild veg- 
etarianism is unlikely to work 
out in many places, including 
Cascadia, due to lack of avail- 
able calories and protein from 
plants alone. (If you can prove 
me wrong, awesome!) Anthro- 
pological literature suggests that 
the native people in Portland 
ate few carbohydrates and relied 
heavily on fish, clams and deer. 
They ate. an array of berries and 
some roots — especially camas 
bulbs — but most of their vita- 
min and mineral intake came 
from plant sources we rarely 
consider eating these days (such 
as the inner bark of hemlock 
and cottonwood trees). 

Community 

Foraging is fun, yet surprisingly 
tedious. It has a low return for 
the amount of energy you have 
to put into both locating and 
gathering food. This is ' where 
community can help. While one 
person might spend four hours 
looking for and gathering bur- 
dock root, three others can use 
that same time to go out and 
get three other kinds of foods in 
three other places. Together, we 
can do so much more than one 
person can accomplish alone. 
The opportunity to share our 
knowledge and barter or share 
goods are also huge benefits. 
Maybe you didn't save enough 
acorns last fall, but your neigh- 
bor has more than she needs. 
Maybe you don't know where to 


means you don't have to know 



Stinging nettles 


everything to survive. You just 
need a group of people who are 
all in it together. 

The more you learn about 
ancestral ways, the more pow- 
erful you will become. You 
will acquire the ability to rec- 
ognize hidden abundance, to 
see things that were previously 
invisible to you. For instance, 
where I once saw a nondescript 
green mass lining the roadsides, 
I now" recognize cough medi- 
cine, fiber to weave mats with, 
and even emory boards. Where 
I once saw unkempt yards, I 
now see s^lad greens. Those 
weeds coming up through the 
cracks in the sidewalk? Tea. Ev- 
ery single plant on Earth has a 
gift to offer. Some are medici- 
nal, some are nutritional. Even 
poison hemlock is homeopath- 
ic in small doses. What might 
be growing in your backyard? 

For information on safety, 
plant identification and further 
resources on wild food in general, 
such as books, photos and other 
learning opportunities, visit my 
wilderness-skills blog at www. 
firstways.com. And check out 
the fantastic primer 'called "Fe- 
ral Forager: A Guide to Living 
Off Nature's Bounty in Urban, 
Rural and Wilderness Areas," 
available for download at www. 
zinelibrary.info. 




40 percent in the last 40 years. 
Extending from Southeast Asia 
to the Pacific, the ecosystem's col- 
lapse would affect at least 100 mil- 
lion people living in the region, 

•In a not-so-stirring new re- 
port, the Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency (EPA) declared 
that greenhouse gases "endanger 
public health and welfare." "So 
what?" you ask? This declaration 
may be the first step in upcom- 
ing environmental legislation. 

•More than 3, *200 folks gath- 
ered in New York City on May 2 
to exchange ideas on sustainable 
food networks at the Brooklyn 
Food Conference. 


that international promises of overly ambitious, as the official take oil from the tar sands in Al- 
"green" aid are most-often di- discourse is shifting to protect berta, Canada, to Superior, Wis- 
verted to mysterious ends, and the waters of the Siria Valley, consin in the US. 
there is no "generally accepted preventing illness in the com- 

definition" of what an environ- munities and farms in the area. , 10 , es 1 E ^ s ' • , P ed 

mental project actually means. guilty to clean-water vrolations 

•A popular grounds.well of re- coming out of its three-million- 
• According to a new report, sistance has emerged from con- chicken-strong factory farm in 
Canadian mining . company, cerned members of the Leech Marseilles. They will pay $300,000 
Gloldcorp Inc.'s recently closed Lake Band of Ojibwe df spite the in penalties, 
catastrophe-of-a-mine in Hon- Tribal Council's acceptance of 

duras will continue to pollute $10 million -to 'permit the En- ‘According to a new report, 
the region for years, thanks to bridge pipeline to pass through commissioned by the World 
toxic spillage, leaking tailings, their reservation. About 9,800 Wildlife Fund, the "coral trian- 
and poisonous Waste. Plans for people have signed a petition to gle," which covers one percent 
reforestation of the area may be stop the pipeline, which is set to of the planet, has shrunk by 
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By Mama Spitfire Aaaitonany, wnat Kina or out- tnrougn cnna care, aata entry mean rnat mere is a nierarcny. 

reach will attract new members and cooking meals. Sponsor- Haveing a monopoly on knowl- 
Ensconced in the beautiful and retain old ones? Here is what ing community building events edge, doesn't give you the right 
arms of the Santa Rita moun- we came up with: such as potlucks, barbeques or to act as a boss. Helping people 

tains, Earth Firstlers from _ public hikes is also a great way learn the ropes and taking on 

around the country rubbed the Working With Other of bringing people together, fulfilling exciting roles in your 

sleep out of their eyes, cracked Environmental Groups Sharing spaces with other groups community means giving peo- 
their knuckles and hunkered Putting aside our judgments has been a fiscally and politically pie the space to make mistakes 
down for an epic strategy ses- about what other environmental successful tactic, such as when and learn on their own. Yeah, 
sion at the 2009 Earth First! groups use as campaign tactics an infoshop shares a rental space maybe the banner is illegible, 
(EF!) Organizers Conference can help us build powerful coali- with a labor union. By becoming but learning from our mistakes 
(OC). Through games and ac- tions. Sometimes they have more interested and involved with the is far better than learning from 
tivities set up by the workshop resources to do research about struggles of others, we can begin a teacher's lecture. Experienced 
facilitators, heated conversa- current environmental destruc- to cross the race, class and ur- activists must, learn to walk the 
tions, and breakout groups, tion than we do. Often, "main- ban/rural divides that have giv- thin tightrope between being a 
we broke down where we have stream" environmentalists have en our movement a bad name resource for others and control- 
been and where we want to be to compromise their beliefs in and has left us feeling isolated ling the process. Conversely, 
going in our continuing strug- order to retain their jobs or ac- and alone. throwing new folks into situ- 

gle to defend the planet. cess to that work through their ations they aren't prepared for 

We did several exercises, one non-profits and might appreciate Taking Care of Each Other can lead to failure and disem- 
of which helped us unpack an a co-operative relationship with in Order to Prevent powerment. New people need 

issue that has been a source of a group such as EF! who can ap- Burnout to be challenged with important 

tension. We were asked to iden- proach an issue from a no com- A movement that continually roles in order to feel invested in 
tify whether we lived in urban promise position. Last, building loses its elders and experienced the work, but this needs to be 
or rural spaces, and whether we good relationships with other members has to reinvent the done with compassionate men- 
prioritized wilderness defense or environmental groups can give wheel over and over. Providing torship and guidance, 
infrastructure campaigns. While us an air of legitimacy in the logistical support for people, like 

most people who identified as public eye than can benefit helping in times of financial cri- Back into Wild Spaces 
urban prioritized infrastructure our campaigns, especially in sis and providing child care for Public hikes, picnics and 
campaigns, and the smaller ru- the media. families are ways to alleviate campouts are a great way to get 

ral contingent prioritized wil- some of the burdens that cause people connected to the wild, 

derness defense, some did not Shakeing off our Racist people to drop out. Practicing It's one thing to participate in 
fit the mold. Several people saw and Classist Baggage good conflict resolution and theoretical discussions about 

no conflict of priorities, in the If we operate under a model of being courageous enough to biocentrism, it's another to 
"diversity of tactics" tradition, mutual aid, then we won't have face up to personality conflicts stand on top of a rugged moun- 
some pointed out that many to scratch our heads in the empty and power struggles within our tain or to see a moose for the 
infrastructure campaigns are meeting room or at the poorly at- working groups helps retain first time. People are more likely 
based in rural areas', and others tended action, wondering what our members, and that's worth to defend land that they have a 
pointed out that wilderness de- went wrong. In the context of taking some time out of the rev relationship with, and it is eas- 
fense is an urban issue, as it is our crashing economy, if is stra- to process. Making sure people ier for others to understand our 
the resources of wild places that tegically advantageous for us to aren't taking on too much is im- commitment to the earth when 
are stripped to build and fuel be aware of what issues resonate portant, as is recognizing where they have opportunities to con- 
cities. In any case, it was good with people. Going to a neighr our boundaries aire in regards to nect with her. Also, public hikes 
to talk about the different po- borhood meeting about rent our workloads. Honest, loving and events are wonderful ways 
sitions from which we do this hikes or proposed developments communication, and • mutual to build community, as well as 
work, and help those who feel means meeting new people and support, whether that looks like positive media opportunities, 
tension around these issues un- becoming aware of the issues af- a midnight crisis call or a loan to 

derstand ’the perspectives and fecting others. The personal rela- cover the rent, can go a long way Finding Balance Without 
campaigns of others. fionships we form through such of keeping its fighting together. Alienatiilg People 

After these activities, we broke networking builds alliances that It helps to have working groups 

up into four groups, each with give us a broader base to call on Mentoring and Giving who have a diversity of appear- 

a major goal for the Earth First! in the event that we need a jail Space to Grow ances; that way the folks who look 

(EF!) movement that we hope solidarity demonstration or at a One of the concepts discussed "normal" can be the face at town 

to work toward: bridging the public meeting, when we need at the OC was the idea that we meetings and the folks who have 
urbari/rural gap, increasing many strong voices to oppose a need to train our replacements, the blue hair can hang with 
membership and participation power plant. Simply put, we need to get better punks . at the teen center. More 

in the movement, shaking off On the small scale, this can be at mentoring people who come seriously, the question of hid- 
our racist and classist baggage done by attending local suppers, into the EF! movement. That ing our identity came up often 

and reputation, and becoming fundraisers and church services; means not only providing train- in our discussions. In the post 

a leader in the environmentalist on the national and international ings and workshops, but having 9/11 nation and in the face of 

movement. From here, the work- scale this can be done through the patience and compassion to the Green Scare, the name EF! is 

shop organizers split us into two anti-war work or attending na- walk folks who are new to activ- sometimes seen as synonymous 

groups, each with a broader goal , tional events sponsored by social ism through tasks, whether it be with violent eco terrorism to 

to encapsulate the four we had justice movements. This work a press release, a banner drop those who don't know who we 

discussed: How can we broaden can be done by offering sup- or how to set up an outdoor are. But, EF! is a network of de- 

and diversify , the movement? port to the campaigns of others kitchen. Mentorship does not termined individuals, who have 
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chosen to defend the only home we know and the fauna and flora 
who have every right to live on this beautiful planet free from hu- 
man destruction. Our biocentrism is the core of this movement, 
and we shouldn't hide it. It is a place of strength, strategically, 
because it occupies a place in discourse that would be unheard 
otherwise, and most major social issues and struggles of this time 
can be traced back to the lowest common denominator of hu- 
man greed and excess, which in turn, is why the Earth and her 
children are in peril. Last, while we do not want to alienate new 
communities by not being inclusive, there are elements of this 
movement that can be incredibly inspiring to those who first see 
it. Among our midst we have artists, poets, musicians, and more. 
Some of our first moments of connection to this movement were 
around the campfire, hearing inspirational songs about the strug- 
gle that we longed to be a part of. A big part of recruiting new 
folks and retaining old ones is staying inspired and in love with 
each other by revitalizing EF! culture through music and art. We 
don't want to alienate folks through insider/outsider dynamics. 
But being proud of who we are and our movement, is essential to 
organizing inspiringly. 

From Theory to Practice! 

An important desire that came out of the OC strategy session was a 
motivation to move from the theoretical to the concrete. We laid out 


goals for the following year using the tools at hand: the Earth First! Jour- 
nal , the roadshow, and the Summer Round River Reandezvous. Besides 
the printing of this article, one idea was to use the "blank wall" (the 
center four pages of the EFfj ) to showcase bioregional campaigns as an 
outreach tool and to illustrate the way these strategies have played out 
in the field. The Earth First! Roadshow, while revitalizing EF! culture 
around the country, can research what other environmental hot spots 
are happening out there and bring them back to the table. 

It was suggested that the Rondy have two specific workshops 
to address burnout and recruitment, how to start your own EF! 
Group, and how to retain activists as they age. It "was also sug- 
gested that anyone organizing with the Summer Rondy make an 
extra effort to invite our movement elders and local community 
groups to the event. 1 

Long-term goals give us something to work toward. Having a na- 
tional strategy gives us a sense of cohesiveness and purpose that it 
can' be hard to find alone. With the sun sinking, and the air grow- 
ing cold, we tucked our notebooks and note-filled cardboard under 
our arms, feeling tired, but with a sense of purpose and satisfaction. 
Listening to the creek wash by through the desert-mountains, it was 
easy to remember what we're fighting for. 

Mamaspitfire is a North Woods dweller who loves wildaafUng, mid- 
night strategy sessions and stopping greedy corporations from destroying 
her forest ecosystems. 




continued from page 1 

vultures circling overhead, a trail and 
campsite used frequently by bears, and a 
creek that serves as watershed for the 
Humboldt Bay's healthiest population 
of Coho salmon. These critters have also 
shown much love to the treesitters, par- 
ticularly the flying squirrels who share 
our food at night and the owls who hang 
out, provide moral support and watch 
us climb. 

GD, is now the most-active transna- 
tional timber corporation remaining in 
Humboldt. They have clearcuts sched- 
uled every year across the Northwest, 
and have largely escaped public scrutiny 
by a process of 21st-century greenwash- 
ing and alliances with the state. For ex- 
ample, the GD Habitat Conservation Plan 
for spotted owls gives the owls a vague, 
constantly shifting zone of "habitat" on 
GD land and a few remaining "wildlife 
trees", usually of low monetary value, 
on land that they clearcut. In return, GD 


Earth First! 


Communique 


gets a bunch of "incidental take" permits 
for owls, which is a license to kill them at 
will. The GD plan for the McKay Tract is 
clearcutting, followed by residential de- 
velopment to double the size of Cutten, 
California, adding more residents to the 
near city of Eureka. 

So far, no chainsaws have fallen upon 
the McKay this year. However, Summer 
operating season is upon us, logging 
could begin any day of any week. Neigh- 
bors are continuing to raise their voices in 
support. They hike, bike, and ride horses 
along the logging roads in solidarity with 
residents of the forest. Treesitters are still 
needed to live in the canopy, protecting 
this last refuge of wild creatures from the 
perpetual war that is human progress. 
Anyone wishing to spend part or all of 
the summer up in trees is encouraged to 
contact Earth First! Humboldt at (707) 
834-5170; www.efhumboldt.org. 

"May the forest bewitch you," the canopy 
ninjas ofEF! Humboldt. 
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In a nice gesture, Agenda 21 left 
a short note at the site of the 
sinking, explaining, "We came 
to Henningscaer. We saw the 
' Skarbakk. We sank the bastard- 
Agenda 21." 




"Green Condos" Attacked 
in Solidarity with Anti-I- 
69 Campaign 

On May 2, the night of the 
arrests of Earth First! activ- 
ists Hugh and Tiga, activists in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, struck 
back against the destruction of 
"development." Calling them- 
selves "the wild ones," these 
anarchists smashed some of the 
windows and glued the locks 
of four condos in the neigbor- 
hood of Riverwest. Explaining 
in a communique posted on 
socialrupture.blogspof.com 
that "the most revolutionary 
form of solidarity is to deepen 
the conflict," the wild ones 
do not claim any connection 
to Hugh and Tiga excepting 
autonomous affinity with the 
cause of eco-defense. "We have 
identified the same faults," 
they declare, "and are glad to 
be the contradiction that will 
rip them wide open." 

Actions in Anticipation of 
2010 Olympics 

Resistance to the scramble of de- 
velopment on unceded indigenous 
land continues. On April 22, 
activists broke the windows of 
a building owned by the gen- 
trifying speculator/developer, 
Podmajersky, Inc., in Chicago. 
They also damaged the main 
window of a Standard Bank, 
and defaced a three-sided ad 
that exploited the bodies of 
athletes for the gains of capi- 
talist investors motivated' by 
profits to "develop" the world 
through industrialization. 

On the April 19, Santa Cruz 
anarchists smashed five windows 
of a McDonalds, citing, as their 
main reason, McDonalds' spon- 
sorship of the 2010 Olympics, 
projected to take place on indig- 
enous land in British Colombia. 

Another action took place in 
Santa Cruz on May 1 against a 
Wells Fargo bank in solidarity with 
First Nations, breaking at least 13 
windows and a glass door to dem- 
onstrate against investment in 
the ICE detainment centers, the 
products of a violent, ecocidal 
North American hierarchy. 


Brazilian Landless 
Movement Wins Victory 

The Br azilian Landless Movement 
(MST) won legal rights to tens 
of thousands of acres of unused 
land for 700 landless families. 
After six years of demonstra- 
tions, the MST finally secured 
what some consider to be their 
mdst crucial victory in 40 years. 
The farmers who will occupy 
this land will likely utilize it for 
sustainable, subsistence purpos- 
es, as opposed to the eucalyp- 
tus-pulp corporations, which 
have pillaged Brazil's natural 
wilderness for generations. 

Squatter Movement Still 
Blowin' Up 

On May Day, the squatted island 
of Ravens Ait was evicted by 100 
commandos arriving in 27 black 
zodiac inflatables. Ravens Ait is a 
small island in the River Thames, 
London, England, and has been 
officially "abandoned" since 
December. Squatters had con- 
structed a tree house, installed 
do-it-yourself solar panels, and 
were making plans for conference 
center promoting "moving off 
the grid." 

In Montreal on May 30, about 
100 squatters from Centre So- 
cial Autogere (CSA) occupied an 
abandoned building in attempts 
to create Montreal's first perma- 
nent, autonomous social center. 
Their intentions of building a 
community based on sustainable 
ecological practices like urban 
permaculture and free bicycle 
maintenance were thwarted by 
riot squads, who, breaking their 
promises of diplomacy, brutally 
evicted the peaceful demonstra- 
tors by surprise. In the presence 
of riot squads, the squatters moved 
the demonstration outside, and 
were joined by more folks before 
occupying another building. 
The second squat was evicted 
quickly, and the crowd finally 
dispersed. 

Rising Tide Brings the 
Ruckus to the Parliament 
House Down Under 

In a particularly poignant 
demonstration of nonviolence. 


10 members of Rising Tide 
Newcastle disrupted a post- 
budget luncheon televised live 
from the House of Parliament 
in Austrialia on March 13. De- 
manding increased finances for 
environmental programs, two 
activists loudly interrupted Trea- 
surer Wayne Swan's speech to 
the high-brow lunchers. Seven 
women then staged a sit-down 
protest in the foyer, arm-in-arm, 
chanting "We won't walk away 
from climate change." Two pro- 
testers climbed down the front 
edifice of the historic building 
and hung a 24-foot-long banner 
reading "carbon budget blow- 
out" just below the national coat 
of arms that adorns the peak of 
the facade. 


MST demonstrates against oppression. 


Glengad in Full Effect 

Attaching themselves to the 
pinnacles of two 20-foot-tall 
tripods, two Shell to Sea cam- 
paigners blocked access to 
Shell's illegal Corrib Gas com- 
pound in Glenglad, Ireland on 
May 14. Shell has extended 
their compound to the public 
beach, raising the hackles of 
environmentalists who have 
backed up the legal proceed- 
ings with direct action (see EF!f 
January-February 2009). 

17 days later, 200 locals 
stormed Shell's compound, 
attempting to dismantle the 
whole thing. More than 60 
notoriously aggressive private 
guards drove back the popular 
forces, arresting at least five 
in the struggle. Assurances have 
been made that further actions 
are in the works. 

Can't Kill Whales Without 
a Boat, Can You? 

On April 23, the clandestine 
f group, Agenda 21, used a mon- 
keywrench for what it's worth. 
They disassembled the salt-wa- 
ter intake valve on the whal- 
ing ship, Skarbakk, effectively 
scuttling the ship and sending 
major losses to the ship's Nor- 
wegian underwriters and inter- 
national investors. This is the 
forth vessel that Agenda 21 has 
scuttled since it took over the 
privilege from Sea Shepherd 
Captain, Paul Watson, in 1996. 


Saboteurs Shock Telemex 

Environmentalist saboteurs, 
under the titles Earth Liberation 
Front and the Luddites Against 
the Domestication of Wild Nature, 
sabotaged thirty telephone lines 
by placing small incendiary 
devices in three Telemex control 
boxes in different towns around 
the State of Mexico. Taking 
place in late April, the actions 
were deliberate attacks on the 
telecom empire of billionaire 
Carlos Slim, who has cooperated 
with governmental authorities 
to pollute the environment and 
spy on the Mexican public. 

ALF Gets Very/Very Busy 
in Latin America . 

On April 17, the Animal Lib- 
eration Front (ALF) of Mexico, 
better known as the Frente de Lib- 
eration Animal (FLA), continued 


to pressure cock-fighters, break- 
ing the window of' a notorious 
breeder. On May 6, the FLA sa- 
batoged 15 Telemex phones in 
light of its sponsorship of bull- 
fights. A day letter, FLA folks 
smashed the windows of a bank, 
and painted "our words are not 
lies" on se McDonalds before 
burning it to the ground. 

A week later, the group, Tierra 
Salvaje (Wild Land), painted slo- 
gans on the door of Izquierda Un- 
ida (United Left) headquarters, 
reminding leftists of the imma- 
nent threat of animal liberation. 
In the next two days, the aptly 
named Autonomous Cells for 
Propagation of the Anti-authori- 
tarian and Anti-speciesist Offen- 
sive smashed windows at two 
BBVA banks, completely melted 
a BBVA ATM and threw red paint 
on the hood of a Lala milk truck, 
all in solidarity with human and 
non-human animals. 

Meanwhile, the FLA of Guada- 
lajara reduced a butcher's shop 
to ashes; Less than two weeks 
later, the FLA splinter group, 
Conspiration por Venganza, set 
fire to a leather expo, exibipiel, 
dedicating the action to Chil- 
ean activist, Mauricio Morales, 
who died on May 22 when his 
incendiary device prematurely 
exploded. The FLA is growing 
in Chile, claiming responsibility 
for the arson of a SalmonChile 
building and the destruction of 
1 7 locks at an animal market in 
the month of May. 
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Action "Developing" in 
the First World, Too! 

On a dark night in late April, 
the ALF liberated several lambs 
from captivity in an animal breed- 
ing farm amidst piles of dead and 
rotting lamb bodies and forcibly 
inseminated mothers, trapped 
in narrow pens no wider than 
their bodies. On May 6, a young 
piglet was liberated from an 
intensive farm, and, two days 
later, the ALF totally destroyed 
a pheasant pen and a birdcage 
belonging to a shooting estate in 
the UK. That same day, Aussie 
ALFers glued locks and painted 
slogans on the walls of Ralph's 
Meat Exporters in Melbourne, 
Australia. 

More recently, ALF activists 
left messages on the garage 
door, sidewalk and street of the 
furrirer, Michel Grama, in Bor- 
deaux, France. The messages 
read, "Grama=furrier=murderer" 
"ALF hasn't forgotten you," 
and "Grama, furrier, murderer 
at number 16," respectively. 
Meanwhile, in Finland, during 
the months of April and May, 
activists attacked two furshops 
and two furniture companies 
with paint bombs and ham- 
mers. (These furniture compa- 
nies use feathers ripped from 
living birds, and have become 
subject to attack since a tele- 
vised expose.) 


Dear Ned, crazy scientists are hell-bent 

I've been reading about people tak- on twisting and manipulating 
ing direct action against agricultural Mother Nature, no matter what 
bio-technology, and I must confess the cost. I'm at the point where 
that I'm intrigued. How does one go I'm ready to put a bit of heat on 
about "crop-pulling"? those jerks, if you know what I 

— Sandra mean. How would I learn to do 

such a thing? 

Dear Sandra, — Franklin P. 

It just so happens that there is 
a wonderful publication called Dear Franklin P., 

The Nighttime Gardener: A Guide I think I know what you 
for the Shy Gardener in North mean. It's pretty upsetting to 
Amerika. that cart answer all read about how these, scumbag 
your questions. You can find it doctors are creating glow-in- 
online via the North American the-dark monkeys and super- 
Earth Liberation Press office trees that can withstand massive 
Resources page. doses of Monsanto's Roundup. 

Sections include: evening attire As you know, arson was a fa- 
for the nighttime gardener, the vorite tactic of mine, along with 
nighttime gardener's toolbox, equipment sab- 
the best time to go , how to spot otage way back ® ' ■ 
your crop, what to do when you when our merry j 
get there, and appendices. Wow, band struggled 
what a read! against the old 

I also want to share a few Industrial Revo- 
snippets about this subject from lution in Eng- 
a recent conversation I had with land. About the 
a brave cropper lass, who said, same time on 
"It's really amazing how easy it this continent, 
is to sabotage a genetic engineer- Native Ameri- 
ing research crop. The test sites cans often .used 
can be found through Internet fire against US *■- 

research without much difficulty, Army forts and ; : ;L‘f ! 
the locations are usually remote outposts because ' 

or at least afford good access, and it helped to level 
the actual "decontamination" an uneven play- 
process, though at times physi- ing field. How- § j 
tally grueling, is straightforward, ever, these days, mfBm g||W 
empowering and just go'od clean even in the Earth 

She added that there are two it remains a con- 
critical elements to success: troversial tactic 
forethought and boldness. By setting inanimate objects aflame 
the first, she meant that peo- . After the Earth Liberation 
pie need to carefully consider Front (ELF) torched the Vail, 
every aspect of an action prior Colorado ski lodge, many folks 
to carrying it out, from acqui- were upset that the EF! J printed 
sition of tools to the entry/exit instructions on how to make 
of a site. Regarding the second incendiary devices. There is 
element, she said, "We think no consensus among EFIers on 
like guerrillas and strike where whether these tactics are appro- 
and when we are not expected... priate to use or not, much. less 
because of that, we own the where or when, 
night!" And so can you and However, Franklin, you are 
your friends, Sandra. in luck because a publication 

— Ned exists which seems to suit your 

needs. It's called, "Setting Fires 
Dear Ned, with Electrical Timers — An ELF 

I'm pretty upset about genetic Guide." You can find a PDF of 
engineering. It seems that these this zine through a safe scroogle. 


Californians Get Down 

Unfortunately, it wasn't out 
of his window, but the husband 
of notorious primate vivisector, 
Edythe London, was temporar- 
ily evicted in late April during 
an emergency response to fake 
bombs delivered by the ALF to 
his Los Angeles high-rise build- 
ing. London was exposed for 
accepting bribes from Phillip 
Morris while addicting primates 
to nicotine, amphetamines, and 
other drugs before killing them, 
but has not been met with legal 
accountability. 

Not to be outdone, ALF San 
Francisco glued the locks and / 
or smashed the windows of two 
meat markets and 10 fast-food 
restaurants in May. 


More Than 2,000 March 
Against Vivisection 

The streets of London reso- 
nated with the chants and cries 
of more than 2,000 marchers 
during the World Day for Ani- 
mals in Laboratories on April 
25. For 15 years, anti-vivisec- 
tionists have commemorated 
this day, attracting. .a growing 
crowd for the annual march 
through London. In attendance, 
of course, were members df the 
ALF, Stop Huntingdon Animal 
Cruelty and various prisoner 
support groups. 


Let's all give our buddy, Ned, a 
big, howlin' "welcome back" to the 
EF!J. "Dear Ned Ludd" has been 
an irregular column in the EF!J for 
many years, and the material in the 
book, Ecodefense, largely comes 
from this space. It serves as a forum 
for the discussion of creative and 
diverse means to effectively defend 
the Earth. 

Neither the EF! movement 
nor the EF!J necessarily encour- 
ages anyone to do the things 
discussed on this page, which 
should not be legally construed 
as anything other than mindless 
entertainment. 


High Country EF! Gets 
Crackin' 

High Country EF! in the Rocky 
Mountains declared the start of 
the anti-I-70 campaign. The ex- 
pansion of 1-70 in Denver would 
destroy over 300 acres of habi- 
tat to mule deer, white tail deer, 
bald eagle wintering grounds, 
prairie dog homes, and much 
green space. To protest, activists 
hung a banner over the Coloro- 
do River Overpass reading, "Stop 
1-70 Expansion," on May 26 dur- 
ing rushour traffic. 
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by Barry Wilton 

On September 24, 2006, I 
found myself with 24 friends, lis- 
tening to a Baptist minister give 
a memorial service for the vic- 
tims of climate change in 2005. 
I'm not a religious man, but that 
wasn't what made the situation 
unusual. What was unusual was 
that 50 yards away was a huge 
aeroplane waiting to take off that 
had stopped on the taxiway be- 
cause our memorial service was 
blocking its path. This was my 
introduction to taking direct ac- 
tion with Plane Stupid, and it felt 
great. No more would we politely 
march from A to B, asking nicely 
if perhaps the government might 
want to not sell our future to the 
highest bidder. Our future was 
definitely not for sale. 

I listened to the service over 
the roar of jet engines slowing 
to a halt, with a police helicop- 
ter overhead and airport secu- 
rity all around us. I heard how 
aviation was the fastest-growing 
cauSe of climate change. Accord- 
ing to the UK's government, avi- 
ation accounted for at least 13 
percent of the UK contribution 
to climate change in 2005 and 
that the same government had 
plans to treble the size of the 
industry by 2030. This would 
mean that sometime between 
2030 and 2050, aviation would 
use up the UK's entire carbon 
budget by itself. That is before 
we'd produced any food to eat, 
powered our trains and buses, 
or switched on the lights in our 
schools and hospitals. 

Since we sat on that taxiway, 
the aviation industry has become 
one of the major targets of the 
UK eco-justice movement and 
one of the main environmental 
pariahs in the eyes of the British 
public. Polls show an increasing 
recognition of the need to col- 
lectively restrict the amount we 
fly in order to avoid runaway 
climate change. There is an un- 
precedented, broad opposition 
to the key feature of the UK's 
expansion plans, the building 
of a third runway at Heathrow 
Airport west of London. The op- 
position ranges from the right- 
wing, pro-business Conservative 
Party to the Women's Institute, 
as well as every major candidate 
in the London mayoral elec- 
tions of 2008 — not to mention 
the UK's fast-growing, grassroots 
eco-justice movement. 

The question is how did we do 
this and how could we have done 
it better? In the end, how will we 
finish the job, not just of stop- 
ping the aviation industry from 
contributing to climate change, 
but of building a grassroots, 
global eco-justice movement 
that will rebuild a better future 
out of the present shell. 

First, Plane Stupid did not do 
it on our own. An assortment of 
anti-aviation campaign groups 
had been doing much of the 
hard work in setting things up, 


gathering all the arguments and 
building support years before 
Plane Stupid blocked any air- 
ports. These groups coalesced 
under the banner of Airport 
Watch and included a number 
of local airport-residents groups 
worried about noise, local air 
quality, traffic and community 
destruction; some conservative 
non-governmental organiza- 
tions (NGOs) concerned with 
the plight of birds and the rural 
landscape; and a handful of envi- 
ronmental NQOs worried about * 
climate change. These groups 
had realized that their trump 
card was the climate-change ar- 
gument that was fast emerging 


fire as it attacked the industry 
and the government, the rest of 
the coalition could quietly slip 
into the radical space that we'd 
moved from. 

By using direct action from 
the outset, we gave the tactic a 
legitimacy that other, more-tra- 
ditional campaigns could begin 
to use. We supported local-resi- 
dents groups and others with 
advice and training that they re- 
quested. One of our aims was to 
create a direct-action movement 
capable of stopping airport ex- 
pansion even once outline plans 
had been approved. We were in- 
spired by the way that the 1990s 
anti-roads movement did this 



as a key political issue that could 
unite all of their more-specific 
areas of concern. 

They had learned from the 
successful UK anti-roads move- 
ment of the 1990s that a united 
front was essential to avoid be- 
ing labelled Not In My Back 
Yard. Despite this, Airport Watch 
was not getting the attention it 
needed for success, and it was 
missing the vital ingredient 
that had made the anti-roads 
campaign so successful. Direct 
action in the 1990s by networks 
like Earth First! and Reclaim 
the Streets kept the issue at the 
top of the political agenda, in- 
creased the cost of building the 
roads and attacked the corpo- 
rate profits of the contractors. 
Direct action had made fighting 
road building and capitalist car 
culture sexy and radical. Plane 
Stupid hoped to do the same 
thing in the fight against climate 
change but, this time, the tar- 
get would be the consumer 
bonanza in the growth of short- 
haul flights. 

Even though Plane Stupid 
wasn't first to the party, we'd like 
to think we livened it up and at- 
tracted lots more people to come 
and dance. Once the direct ac- 
tion started, many more NGOs 
started to work on aviation or 
commit more resources to it. 
The diversity of the coalition 
was its strength. Every ecologist 
knows that diversity builds resil- 
ience. Those that would deride 
direct action as too radically ex- 
treme had to accept the more- 
conservative tactics, yet similar 
array of arguments, from the 
other groups. Whilst Plane Stu- 
pid drew the more reactionary 


Lock-down to keep the plane down! 
by making it economically un- 
attractive for investors, in part 
made possible by preventing 
construction of new infrastruc- 
ture. Yet we wanted to win the 
campaign before construction 
began on most expansion plans 
so we had to use direct action 
to make it politically impossible 
to support airport expansion in 
general and plans for the Heath- 
row third runway in particular. 

In order to do this, we resort to 
direct action to cultivate specta- 
cles that would both communi- 
cate the issues and inspire others 
to become part of a direct-action 
movement. We would design 
actions that would identify and 
explain our key targets. Early on, 
we targeted the airports push- 
ing for expansion and the short- 
haul flights that were creating 
the demand for expansion but 
could be realistically replaced by 
less damaging forms of transport 
such as road, rail and boat. We 
blockaded the offices of Heath- 
row owner BAA and the short- 
haul company, Easyjet, and 
shut down airport runways that 
served short haul destinations. 

Later.on, we would target gov- 
ernment ministers and depart- 
ments responsible for approving 
expansion plans. We disrupted 
their speeches at aviation con- 
ferences, threw green slime over 
ministers with key influence and 
dropped banners from the roof 
of the House of Parliament. Each 
time, we conveyed the point 
that key elements of government 
were colluding with the industry 
rather than acting in the public 
interest. All of our actions would 
always be framed and justified in 
terms of commonly held values, 


such as the dangers of excessive 
consumption, or in terms of cor- 
ruption and collusion between 
the government and the industry. 

To successfully use spectacles 
to communicate our message, 
we required the media to get our 
message across. Sections of the 
anti-roads movement and the al- 
ter-globalization movement in 
the UK- had their fingers burnt 
by the mainstream media's neg- 
ative portrayal of their activities 
that undermined those move- 
ments over time. As a result, ex- 
cellent alternative media has 
been developed as a necessary 
way of breaking the control of 
the mainstream media. In addi- 
tion, the movement often chose 
to ignore the mainstream me- 
dia, arguing that to do otherwise 
would only strengthen its corpo- 
rate grip. 

However, just because we ig- 
nored the media did not mean 
that they would ignore us. If we 
didn't want them to write that 
we were violent extremists, we 
knew we would have to use the 
mainstream media rather than 
be used by them. We had to 
understand how it worked and 
how we could manage it. Un- 
derstanding the ins and outs of 
how the media industry works 
has enabled us to navigate a 
path that has, for the most part, 
communicated the messages we 
want rather than the messages 
the industry would want. There 
is a need to build relationships 
with sympathetic journalists, 
understand the internal politics 
of various media institutions 
and know what day of the week 
your action is likely to get the 
best coverage. In any action we 
planned, we would often spend 
just as much time on our media 
strategy as our lock-on strategy. 

The result has been a very large 
and relatively controlled media 
profile. With this we have been 
able to communicate our key 
messages to a wide audience, but 
we have also inspired others to set 
up Plane Stupid groups all over 
the UK and Ireland. Furthermore, 
international campaigns invite 
us regularly to come and make 
links with those fighting airport 
expansion all over Europe. We 
even had a Plane Stupid action or 
two out in Australia. We get in- 
vited into schools to talk to kids 
about using direct action to fight 
climate change, and we get dona- 
tions from all manner of sources. 
Additionally, it has proved a pow- 
erful defense against repression. 
When we discovered an industry 
spy in our network, we used our 
media contacts to set him up and 
publicly expose him. The humor 
of the story meant that the in- 
dustry was embarrassed world- 
wide by the underhanded tactics 
it had used. 

Now, Plane Stupid is not one 
group but a decentralized network 
of autonomous groups heavily 
linked into the wider 

countined on page 24 
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by North American Earth Liberation Prisoners' 

Support Network 

While originally printed in the Earth First! Journal (EF!J) Yule 2001, 
not a whole lot has changed about how to support prisoners. Per- 
haps the only thing that has changed is the immense amount of 
support due to prisoners currently. With hopes of aiding in the pro- 
cess of supporting our prisoners better the EF!J collective has chosen 
to re-run this story. 

Leafing through the EF!J, most readers have probably seen the 
page devoted to Earth and animal liberation prisoners. The page 
contains names, addresses and short descriptions of individuals be- 
ing held captive by the state for acts of Earth and animal liberation. 
The question that may be asked is: Why does the Journal list politi- 
cal prisoners, and why should I do anything more than give a short 
glance to its contents? 

As the EF! and larger ecological defense movements have grown, 
more militant and direct actions have occurred, particularly in the 
last four years. The introduction of genetically engineered crops, the 
continued decimation of the last olcf-growth forests and the expan- 
sion of development projects into the last wild places have spawned 
a new generation of warriors more likely to physically destroy the 
opposition's machines and buildings than to hold signs or petition 
the government for change. 

The proliferation of actions taken against industry (claimed by 
the Earth Liberation Front, Animal Liberation Front or unclaimed) 
is enough to warm the heart, especially after the reactionary stances 
taken by many radicals post September 11. As we have seen in the 
US Pacific Northwest, every action has a separate and equal reaction. 
The state apparatus is expanding rapidly in order to hunt down "ter- 
rorists" wherever they rear their heads. The FBI/ATF budget is ex- 
panding exponentially, and we have to come to terms with the fact 
that this war being fought against industry will yield prisoners of 
war. It would behoove us to do more than just cheer when we hear 
of wild horses being freed by elves in the night, McDonald's burning 
down or a beheaded Columbus statue. 

The point is simple: No serious political struggle which has any 
chance of attaining revolutionary potential can afford to ignore its 
prisoners. To turn our collective backs on prisoners is to ensure that 
our movement will stay small, relatively mild and will never be a 
threat to biocidal industry. Who would want to take action if they 
knew their support would be minimal if they got nicked? 

Below are some ideas on the many ways we can support the pris- 
oners that are listed on the Journal prisoner page, as well as some 
guidelines for doing support work. 


Often people say, "What would I write to someone in prison? I 
wouldn't know what to say." It's simple. Remember: They are hu- 
man. They have needs and interests like anyone on the outside. Share 
something about your life with them. Ask about what life is like on 
the inside and what they plan to do when they get out. Offer some 
assistance. An unexpected letter from a supporter can be a welcome 
break from the daily monotony of prison life. Don't feel intimidated 
by the person you are writing to — they are not a superhero; just some- 
one that had the courage to act for what they believe in. 

Consistency is paramount when communicating with prisoners. 
Commit to writing to one prisoner and do it well — they will appre- 
ciate it more than a short, hastily written letter. The examples of 
people attempting valiantly to keep up with writing to 10 prisoners 
and then having to scale down to one or two are innumerable. Con- 
sistent support is always better than short-lived "flash-in-the-pan" 
support. That being said, people should not feel the responsibility 
to commit to writing to prisoners for the length of their sentence. 
Prisoners will generally appreciate a letter with some kind thoughts 
and may not even have the time to keep a steady correspondence 
with everyone who writes them. 

Keep in mind that there is a very good chance that what you 
write will be read by any or all of the above: prison guards, war- 
dens, other prisoners, FBI, CSIS (Canada), the new Office of Home- 
land Security. You should assume that what you write can be used 
against the prisoner, yourself and your community, so be careful 
and have discretion. 

Many prisoners are targeted by prisoncrats for being political, 
receiving large amounts of mail or for the "subversive" content 
of the mail they receive. It is important to know the guidelines 
concerning prisoner mail. First, ask the prisoner what they may 
or may not receive. Usually, they have a fairly good idea of what 
is appropriate to send and what will not make it past the cen- 
sors. Prisons are known for having strict regulations for what a 
prisoner can receive, i.e. new books only, first-class mail. If that 
does not work, write to the warden of the prison requesting a list 
of regulations. ^ 

A tool commonly used to disrupt prisoner support is the "Mail 
Violation Notice." They can (and sometimes do) reject mail for 
any reason they want, including the presence of a "circle A" on a 
zine or the use of the word "anarchy" in a letter. Don't be discour- 
aged by these tricks — either file an appeal (which you have little 
chance of winning), modify the package to appease them (easiest 
and most likely to work) or send it again (hoping a different mail 
censor sees it). Whatever you do, do not give up and allow them 
to further alienate the person inside. 
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Fundraising 

If there is one thing that all prisoners and those on trial need, it 
is a large amount of financial assistance. Legal fees are exorbitant 
and many political individuals will not receive any reduction in 
these fees based on their principles or the action they took. Prison- 
ers often need assistance with setting up legal defense funds that 
will be maintained by trustworthy individuals who are prepared to 
make hard choices with little money. Because of their impris- 
onment, the act of setting up a bank account is impossible 
for a prisoner. It is important to set up a way for people in 
the movement to help out financially. Ideally, these accounts 
would already exist in cases of emergencies, but that is rare- 
ly the case. Setting up a bank account, a post office box for 
people to send checks to and a person/name who will act as 
a recipient of those checks is key and should be a high prior- 
ity. The prisoner needs to be fully informed and in control of 
the money that is raised on their behalf. Never underestimate 
the generosity and solidarity of our movement and your own 
community. Thousands of dollars have been raised for people, 
facing imprisonment from small benefit shows, zines and t- 
shirt sales. 

Keep in mind that prisoners are always in the position 
of having to buy from the incredibly expensive (and mo- 
nopolistic) prison commissary, which is the only place a 
prisoner may buy envelopes, stamps and even soy milk. A 
consistent flow of funds is one of those things that makes 
prison life bearable. A contribution of as little as $10 a week 
can cover a prisoners' postage fees, thus allowing them to 
communicate with supporters and friends on- the outside. 
Often funds can be sent directly to the prison and deposited 
into the prisoner's account. 


Solidarity Actions 

Many people will feel drawn not to writing letters or rais- 
ing funds but to continuing the struggle that the prisoners 
are fighting. Some call this concept revolutionary solidar- 
ity — an action committed in solidarity with a prisoner that 
or may not focus on a similar target. 

continued on t 


Corresponding with Prisoners 
Letters quite simply help bridge the gap between the "inside" and 
"outside" worlds. They help inform the prisoner of what is going on 
in their movements, the world and even their community. The pe- 
nal system exerts a massive strain on prisoners to break ties with the 
outside world. Communicating with prisoners helps work against 
that strain and ensures that they do not feel completely isolated. 





Raising awareness for Daniel on the 

EF!J: What inspired you to set up a prisoner 
support group for Daniel? 

B: Personally, after working with him on 
political prisoner support and talking with 
him about how support needs to step up and 
x get better, I knew I would be a crazy hypo- 
crite if I didn't come through for my friend. 

A: Daniel did. Before his arrest, Daniel 
was one of the folks putting in a lot of work 
around Free and was building bridges be- 
tween political prisoner support groups from 
other movements. Many of us had watched 






In light of continuing re- 
pression within the radical 
environmental movement we 
bring you an interview with 
the political prisoner support 
group, Family and Friends 
of Daniel McGowan (FAF). 
Brendan and Andrew, both 
members of FAM provided 
separate insight on their work 
with FAF. FAF has been pro- 
viding support for Green Scare 
political-prisoner — Dan- 
iel McGowan (with Daniel's 
help) since Daniel's initial 
arrest in 2005. In 2007 the 
EF!J collective interviewed 
Daniel (see EF!J November- 
December/January-Febru- 
ary). It is our hope that this 
interview can help de-mys- 
tify the task of facilitating 
a political-prisoner sup- 
port group. 

— Jezzabell 


Earth First! Journal: Could you give a little 
background on your support group, such as when 
it originated and why? 

Brendan: Family and Friends of Daniel 
McGowan originated on December 8, 2005, 
the day after the arrests, when people who 
had come to his bail hearing went across the 
street to a diner to get on the same page about 
what we were doing. The support group orig- 
inated for the same reasons as any other — so 
our friend who was (and is) getting targeted 
by the state for believing in a better world 
could get some organized support. 

Andrew: Well, while not official, the group 
(Family and Friends of Daniel McGowan) 
started on December 7, 2005 — the day Dan- 
iel was arrested. I was at home and received 
a call from Jenny (with whom Daniel is part- 
ners). It didn't take long to realize that Dan- 
iel was not in jail for something petty. The 
first meeting of what would become Family 
and Friends of Daniel McGowan took place 
in a diner across from the courthouse where 
Daniel was arraigned, before he was trans- 
ferred to the Metropolitan Detention Center 
in Brooklyn, New York, New York. 


how Daniel supported Free and knew that 
in turn, the most important thing we could 
do for Daniel and the movements to which 
he was connected was to quickly organize 
support for him. 

EF!J: Since the Green Scare, prisoner support 
groups have become increasingly apparent in 
our movement. What were your experiences 
with gaining access to resources for starting a 
political-prisoner support group? 

B: I feel that. Daniel and all of us were 
lucky, especially in the beginning when his 
case was getting loads of attention. I had 
some access to the political-prisoner support 
world from doing the work before, and other 
people had plenty of friends and connec- 
tions, but being part of a support group for 
Daniel meant that, suddenly, a whole new 
world of people and organizations came out 
of the wood-work to help. It was wonderful. 

EF!J: Facilitating a specific prisoner support 
group is a unique role most people haven't filled. 
I feel like it is easy to have a rough idea as to 
how these types of groups work, but how does 
your support group actually operate? Is it more 
collectively-run? Do you feel as though work is 
distributed equally? 

B: For us, anyway, I think it would be 
impossible to distribute tasks equally. Peo- 
ple have different skill sets, different kinds of 
things they like to do, and different amounts 
of time to devote to this work. For example, 
some people work full-time and others don't; 
some are overburdened with personal com- 
mitments, or political, or community work, 
and some are not. Among ourselves, we are 
very collective and democratic, and we make 
decisions that way. Some decisions are up to 
Daniel or up to his partner. Sometimes, Daniel 
will ask a certain person to do something 
specific. We are a collective when we can be, 
but we are also accountable to Daniel, his 
partner and his family. We all do what we 
can, when we can, and that means under- 
standing that work needn't always be dis- 
tributed equally as long as our relationships 
with each other are caring, principled and 
respectful. 

A: Part of this group's success is due to the 
diversity of the involved folks' backgrounds. 
Many of us are anarchists; some are not. We 
have been really good at playing to our re- 
spective strengths — some are 
better at design work, some 
at talking to strangers, some 
at fundraising. Regardless, 
we have built enough trust 
in each other that many de- 
cisions come easily. For the 
most part, we make decisions 
based on consensus and con- 
sulted Daniel as much as is 
possible and lawful. 

EF!J: Proper exposure to your 
group seems like one of the 
key factors in successful advo- 
cacy for prisoners. Family and 
Friends of Daniel McGowan has 
made a large presence for it self. 
What do you mainly attribute 
this to? 

B: Daniel is a pretty popular 
guy. He has a lot of friends. 
He's working-class, but, 
through his work and his 
life, he is well connected to 
all kinds of resources through 
his friends and supporters. 
So, that has been extremely 
helpful. We tried to strategize 
around this, mapping out our 
streets of New York connec ti ons to the resources 

we had available and trying to figure out 
how to make them best serve our goals. 
We've also for a long time had the attitude 
that we'd do best by challenging ourselves 
to think beyond our immediate affiliations 
and subcultures— to think beyond the activ- 
ist scene — and to organize like hell, and put 
our name and message out to the broadest 
populations possible; to run his support like 
a public-relations caihpaign or as if Daniel 
were running for office. Certainly, not ev- 
erything we've done has been consistent 


with that idea, but I think that all of the best 
things we've done have been a result of that 
kind of attitude and approach to the work. 
We've also simply passed out tons of fly- 
ers and stickers, showed up to countless 
events and had thousands of conversa- 
tions with people. 

A: Again, a lot of this comes from Dan- 
iel knowing so many people and known as 
a principled and dedicated person. Not to 
minimize the sheer volume of labor poured 
into his support, but without the work Daniel 
had put into supporting other prisoners, we 
would have been treading water for a while. 
The fact that Daniel and his co-defendants 
were among the first wave of the Green Scare 
roundups also played to our advantage. 

EF!J: From Daniel's initial arrest in 2005 up 
to currently supporting him in a Communication 
Management Unit (CMU) Daniel's specific needs 
have shifted significantly. How does your group 
identify Daniels needs throughout all these dif- 
ferent paths — especially at times where it may 
be a completely new task at hand for prisoner 
support groups. 

B: Despite the intense limiting and man- 
agement of Daniel's communication in that 
unit, he is almost always able to tell someone 
what he needs. Supporting Daniel has always 
meant writing letters, visiting, raising money 
and getting the word out. It used to be we'd 
be working on something frantically, we'd 
make it happen, and then we could take a lit- 
tle break. Now things are more in the realm 
of organizing in the long haul. Now they've 
put him in an unconstitutional and still- 
somewhat-mysterious CMU, and his needs 
are bound up even more than before with 
other targets of the government's overzeal- 
ously misguided "war on terror": other fed- 
eral prisoners and other political prisoners. 
Besides the usual Daniel support and keep- 
ing up with our friend, the tasks at hand are 
to organize and spread the word so as to en- 
courage legal and media investigation of the 
CMUs (supportdaniel.org/cmu), to organize 
toward Congress passing the Good Time 
Bill so federalprisoners can have a chance 
to be released earlier (goodtimebill.info), 
and to generally push forward the struggle 
to free all political prisoners and prisoners of 
war, and build a better world. 

A: This support campaign has been long 
and emotionally draining, primarily for 
Daniel, but certainly for those closest to him. 
One of the only ways we have been able to 
adapt to Daniel's ever-changing needs is by 
taking care of ourselves and each other, and 
taking direction from Daniel, trusting that 
his perspective from the inside provides a 
lens that we are otherwise not privy to. 

EF!J: What has been your main tool for dis- 
seminating information about these needs? 

B: So far, it has been email, the web, the me- 
dia, word of mouth and organizing events. 

EF!J: What types of hurdles have, you en- 
countered since initially setting up your support 
group? Do any of the same ones still exist, and 
how have you navigated through them? 

B: We've had our share of interpersonal 
drama, misunderstandings and frustrations. 
All of that is a lot better now just because 
we've been doing this together for a while 
now. The big hurdles that still exist are the 
fact that Daniel is in a CMU, and the fact 
that Daniel is still in prison, the fact that 
the government is still rounding up and, in 
some cases, locking up activists on flimsy 
pretexts and at any cost, whether they're old 
1970s movement cases, recent actions and 
demonstrations, or so-called conspiracies for 
crimes that never happened. These are hur- 
dles around which we have not been able 
to navigate. 

A: Some of the hurdles have been losing 
core members to attrition and contending 
with the reality that, even among anarchists, 
Earth liberationists arid political-prisoner 
supporters, attention spans are short. Keep- 
ing Daniel on their radar is a persistent chal- 
lenge. The same central group has remained 
solid for the past year and a half or so, add- 
ing one person, but there was a period of 
time, right around when Daniel reported to 


prison, that several people faded away. That don't see the total contradiction in support- EFIJ: Are there ever times when providing sup- 

is not only hard in terms of having fewer ing snitches is worse still. I, for one, am still port for Daniel leads to you feeling burn-out 
people to share the work, but emotionally, waiting to see some of those sealed plea agree- mentally or physically? If so do you have sugges- 
to see folks become less committed. ments that left Daniel, Jonathan Paul, Sadie tions as to how to prevent this and, if it hasn't, 

EF!J: Running a support group for Daniel has and Exile twisting in the wind. Whereas the how do you think you prevented it? 
definitely been a long-term project. How have radical environmental movement has done B: I'm trying to fight off burn-out, for 
you kept momentum going for your support a pretty good job of supporting its prisoners, sure. I think others are, too. We've been 
group over the past four years? it's not done so well with adhering to the doing so much all the time for a while, 

and I think it's finally catching up with us. 
I think that beating it involves taking the 
time to tajce good care of yourself and to 
take care of each other. I think it means 
sometimes saying no when someone asks 
for something. 

A: I've felt very close to being burnt-out. 
I have certainly spent days, if not weeks, 
physically exhausted. Daniel actually sent 
B: It's tough. Not everyone who was mantras we so often hear about what hap- a copy of pattrice jones' book, Aftershock, 
around in the beginning is around now. We pens to snitches. to be read and passed along through the 

can't get the kind of attention or raise the EFIJ: It can definitely be hard to assess our group, and I recommend it as a starting 
kind of money we could in the early days, effects on situations we pour our heart into, place to avoid, minimize or get through 
Doing primary support for years takes a toll Yet, looking at our work critically is necessary existing periods of burn-out. 
on you. Having a friend in prison for years to help build stronger communities capable of EFIJ: Revisiting how overwhelming of a feat it 
takes a toll on you. To keep it going, we have providing each other with support. What ben- could be forming a prisoner support group, are 
to remember to show each other lots of love efits do you think your support group has pro- there any specific resources that you would rec- 
and we have to continually reinvent our ap- vided for Daniel? ommend to people working on current support 

proach to supporting Daniel. We have to try B: I really think Daniel's support group, groups or setting up new ones? 
not to stagnate and drag our feet. Keeping as well as all of his friends and family, have B: For the pre-trial phase (before Dan- 
the momentum going is definitely a chal- been enormously helpful in terms of keeping iel plead), 1 found Camilo Viveiros' essay 
lenge. I have a deep respect for the people him connected to a world outside of prison "Ten Lessons From the Criminalization of 
who have been supporting a loved one and/ and has helped to sustain the inner-strength Dissent," (see EFIJ March- April 2006) to be 
or comrade in prison for decades, especially that he needs to keep believing in himself tremendously helpful. Also, some of the 
the ones with life sentences. and in us as he does his time. resources at www.abcf.net. 

A: Speaking only for myself, I think some A: I think I'm way too close to Daniel and A: Look to organizations that focus ex- 
of it has been building a certain routine. We his support to be even remotely objective in clusively on prisoner support— The Jericho 
know that twice a year we are having big answering this question. Movement and The Anarchist Black Cross 

events in New York City (NYC). Just as we EFIJ: From a different angle, what contri- (individual collectives, as well as the conti- 
forget how much work went into the previ- butions do you think your group has added to nental ABC Federation). While much of their 
ous one, it's time to start on the next. Ta- the movement? work centers around folks who have been in 

bling more conventional events, like the B: I think it's great we were able to help prison for decades, they are great resources 
NYC Earth Fair, really helps also, as the at- make it possible for his lawyers to negoti- and a powerful way to connect political pris- 
titude toward Daniel's case and radical en- ate that global plea agreement, so that ev- oners from various movements and across 
vironmentalism in general has noticeably eryone in his case who wasn't cooperating generations. 

changed in the three years we have tabled with the FBI could plea without having to EFIJ: Lastly, are there any specific things 
that event. I just got a letter from Daniel risk going to trial and being put away for- that people can do to help your support group 
in which he told me a story of a letter he ever. I think everything we've done has or Daniel? 

just received from someone who met me at helped put forward the idea that prisoner B: Visit supportdaniel.org. Join the an- 
this year's Earth Fair. He had never heard of support is a necessity, a responsibility and a nouncement list. Donate money. Speak to 
Daniel and, after our discussion, the guy de- great opportunity for all communities and someone about Daniel and his case, or in- 
cided to write Daniel a letter. Knowing that people who believe in resistance. Hopefully, elude a mention of him in something else 
a simple conversation with a stranger on a we're putting out stuff that has helped or that you’re working on. 
sidewalk by Grand Central Station can lead will help other support groups, other po- Visit www.supportdaniel.org/cmu. Learn 
them to write to a prisoner certainly keeps litical prisoners and other CMU prisoners, about the CMUs. Spread the word that these 
me motivated to work on novel ways to other prisoners in general. facilities exist and need to be investigated, 

talk with more folks about Daniel's case A: As a group that has been really fortu- Visit gbodtimebill.info. Join the email 

and the government's attempts to destroy , nate in terms of the support we've garnered, list. Become an advocate for the Good 
the militant Earth and animal liberation I think what we've been best at adding to the Time Bill. Pass the Good Time Bill in 2009! 
movements. movements we are a part of are resources, ad- HR 1475, a bill introduced to Congress 

EFIJ: The radical environmental movement vice and experience. Daniel has been really on March 12 would reduce the sentences 
talks a lot about supporting its prisoners with- good about relating his experiences every of people in federal prisons by increasing 
in the movement. What role has the movement step of the way, and we, in turn, have been the "good time" credit all federal prison- 
at large played in Daniel's support group? Do able to offer this experience to other support ers receive. 

you feel as though you have been adequately groups. Also, I hope we have been able to of- Include any and all of the information and 
supported by the movement? • fer "the movement" and those working late campaigns mentioned above in the organi- 

B: It's a complicated question. On one at night the piece of mind that if, by some zations you're a part of, the work that you're 
hand, the radical environmental movement bad luck, they get captured, there are folks doing, the messages you send out, and the : 
seems to really be supporting its prisoners outside to support them — that their ac- conversations you have, 
and seems to recognize prisoner support as tions are not in vain and that they won't A: For all of the talk of Family and Friends 
part of what it means to be in the movement, be martyred, left behind, valorized and of Daniel McGowan being largely composed 
I can't say the same of all of the movements forgotten . of anarchists, we are currently working on try- 

or tendencies with which I've worked. That EFIJ: Providing active support in peoples lives ing to get a piece of legislation passed. Pragma- 
said, the number of people who've been who we care about can have a significant impact tism is the rule of the day. The bill is called HR 
consistently present, supportive and helpful on our own. Looking more at the members of 1475,"Federal Prison Work Incentive Act of 
is still a small number. I think the commu- the support group, how has facilitating a support 2009," commonly called the "Good Time Bill." 
nity is better with short-term support than crew affected your lives? Has it lead to any day- This legislation would increase the number of 
it is in the long term. Again, though, I can't to-day or longer-term changes in your lives? days federal prisoners could earn toward early 
really complain. I think this movement B: Prisoner support used to be a small part release. This is the only thing that is going to 
has been one of the best movements in of my life and my activism. Now, it's nearly get Daniel home sooner. Folks can check out 
recent history in terms of prisoner support, everything to me. I have friends I didn't have www.goodtimebill.info for more information, 
and I think Daniel has benefited as much as before, and they're some of the best friends Otherwise, the best ways to support 

anyone from that support. I just also think it I've got. Daniel are to write to him and keep the 

could be a lot better. I think there could be A: It has certainly brought me closer to movements you are part of militant and 
more support, more willingness to adapt to the folks who have stuck it out and it's in- uncompromising. 

new situations, and more willingness to work troduced me to some that I might not oth- EFIJ: For anyone that reads this interview 
with different kinds of people and move- erwise have met. And while I knew about is there anything else that you would like 
ments. And that goes for everyone, radical other political prisoners in the United to add? 

environmentalist or not' myself included. States, I didn't make the direct connec- B: Feel free to get in touch at 

A: Among the radical environmental tions between how the federal govern- friendsofdanielmcg@yahoo.com. 
movement? Yes. Obviously, it's been dis- ment uses the same tactics over and over 

heartening to see groups like Greenpeace again to effectively destroy movements. In 

react so obnoxiously, making sure not to some ways, the projects I am now a part 

sour the deep pockets that keeps their of are the result of the altered trajectories 

bureaucracy well-paid. The fact that folks resulting from the ongoing support work 

out there still call themselves anarchists and I do for Daniel. 
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"Prisoner support is a necessity, a responsibility 
and a great opportunity for all communities and 

people who believe in resistance." 






continued from page 15 

When anarchist prisoner Nikos Maziotis was sentenced to 15 years 
for the attempted bombing of the Greek Ministry of Development, 
multitudes of actions were committed in solidarity with him. 

Similarly, when Rod Coronado was sentenced for action relat- 
ing to the ALF's Operation Bite Back, many felt that his jailing 
would stifle actions taken for animal and Earth liberation. The ALF 
responded with a series of fur farm liberations dedicated to him. 
Former prisoners have cqmmented that the only thing that freed 
them was the pressure on the streets and the threats of continued 
action. A former Black Panther and political prisoner had this to 
say about this premise: "But I learned that the movement in the 
streets determined Whether you languish in prison or are released, 
not the state. If it becomes strong enough, it can compel a favor- 
able outcome, even if the officials swear that you will be executed 
or die in prison." 

Here comes the tricky part: There really is no way to know the 
effect that an action or a communique can have on -a prisoner's 
case. For example, three days prior to Jeffrey "Free" Luer's trial last 
spring, 36 SUVs were torched at the same car dealership that he 
took action against a year prior. The communique that came out 
stated that the action was done in solidarity with Free and Critter 
and against their unjust imprisonment. There is no way of know- 
ing the impact of this statement prior to Free's trial, but these are 
Free's observations (from Break the Chains #9): "My critique is this: 
This act would have been just as significant and more beneficial to 
me if my name was not mentioned in the communique. That said, 
I would like to extend my revolutionary thanks to those persons 
unknown. To those responsible for these actions, please know my 
gratitude." 

This is not meant to be a criticism of this action — just a reminder 
to people that we all need to proceed with caution when it is other 
people's freedom that we are dealing with. 

Work on Projects That are Prisoner-Directed 

The most successful prisoner support projects are those that 
are conceived of and directed by the prisoners themselves. Two 
examples of such projects are the Victory Gardens Project in 
Maine (started by NY3 political prisoners) and the Anarchist 
Prisoner Legal Aid Network (APLAN-^started by anarchist pris- 
oner Rob Thaxton). They are successful and long-term because 
the prisoners themselves are leading them and working in con- 
junction with outside support to achieve their aims. Another 
prisoner-directed project is the publishing of prisoners' writ- 
ings and artwork through zines. This could include receiving 
the letters, typing, copying, distribution and fundraising. It's 
a big task, but many examples exist of excellent prisoner-di- 
rected zines. 


Some Prisoner Support Guidelines 

Support prisoners and people facing imprisonment (and their 
choices) unconditionally. 

Barring a major transgression such as — snitching on a co-defen- 
dant or other individuals, those facing heavy sentences need to be 
fully supported and without the "carrot and stick" approach. For 
example, say that a well-known activist gets busted for a number of 
different actions and is approached by supporters who want to help 
with her legal situation. When the activist decides that she knows 
what is best for herself and wants to take a plea bargain, she is at- 
tacked as not being righteous enough and unworthy of support. This 
dynamic, albeit slightly exaggerated, has played itself out before be- 
tween people being held in jail and others who claim to want to lend 
assistance. People need assistance with legal options but do not need 
to be told what to do or how revolutionary their choice is. When it 
comes down to it, they have to deal with being in a cage, not you. 

Drop Your Lifestyle Issues 

One thing we need to get past is the focus on issues relating to a pris- 
oner's lifestyle whether before their arrest, on the run or while in jail. 
For example, the ALF Support Group has a policy of only recognizing a 
prisoner as an Animal Liberation Front member/prisoner if they fulfill 
clause three, "One must be vegan or vegetarian." This archaic clause 
(written presumably by the people who started the ALF in England) 
creates a really absurd basis of support. What if a person eats meat but 
decides that they are going to destroy 12 vivisection labs, liberate 5,000 
mink, spike a few timber sales and sab hunts? If they get nicked, who 
will be lifestylist enough to tell them, "No, sorry. You are most definite- 
ly not a member of the ALF and will not receive ALF prisoner support. 
Please refer to clause three." This sounds exaggerated, but it really isn't 
too far from an actual example and could happen again in the future. 

If we are going to enter into relationships with prisoners, we 
need to understand that they are not going to be carbon copies 
of ourselves. They will eat things we don't like, do things we 
don't like and we may even have enough time to spend sitting 
around endlessly dissecting the merits of their action. Those 
items are irrelevant when it comes to providing principled and 
strong support for prisoners. On that note, we would strongly 
suggest that the ALF support group (in every country it exists in) 
drop that clause as a basis of their support. 

For more information on how to support Earth and animal lib- 
eration prisoners, for a copy of our newsletter Spirit of Freedom, or 
if you know about an Earth and animal liberation prisoner that 
needs help, contact the North American Earth Liberation Prison- 
ers Support Network, POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440; naelpsn@tao. 
ca; www.spiritoffreedom.org.uk. For additional prisoner resources 
see page 26. 

Anti-copyright 2001 


No serious political struggle which has any chance of attaining 
revolutionary potential can afford to ignore its prisoners. 
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as clear as cut glass & just as dangerous 


all rights reserved to the authors 


after my next time away 

I can't open the small cooler any more 

because during three days 

an enterprising mama spider 

wove three nursery webs 

out from the handle 

and the little ones, 

so tiny I have to strain my old eyes 

to see them, 

are already unfolding their legs 
for the exodus 

to take over the whole place. 

Of course there's also the small green tree frogs 

resting with the wild mushrooms 

in the cool damp root cellar, 

sometimes the big brown toad 

or the yellow and red-striped garter snake 

in the water trough 

the thirty or so deer feeding in the grass all night 

leaving pressed down grass beds 

for me to find, 

the cottontail rabbit I see 

if I'm up early enough in the morning 

scavenging left over dogfood 

down by the trailer, 

the woodrat once again 

making chaos of spilled compost, 

gnawed bread loaf 

fallen dishes, f 

leaving a characteristic stink 

in the kitchen. 

the huge great horned owl 

roosting somehow inside 

the chicken coop 

after its feast 

staring at me with bewitching gold eyes 
clinging firmly to the wire mesh 
with talons 

that could rip my face off 
but don't... 

what else should I expect? 

I'm over half a century old, 

reassured by thoughts 

of leaving the earth 

for the next generation — 

of birds, ants, yellowjackets, spiders, 

frogs, toads, snakes, deer, rabbits, woodrats and owls, 


Shitakes & gold parasol chanterelles from 
secret locales. Everything that happens is 
so odd; it enters matter over 
& over as mystical names. Blue 
Heron Farms. Phonemes in water join 
sixteen kinds of Napa tomatoes all 
glitter & rondure next to nets 
of persimmons — the big kind that 
will ripen, the squat kind that 
can't. Wings of purple & green 
cabbages the size of musicians' heads 
open next to squashes with spiders 
pretending to be speckles. Sexy peaceful 
spinaches will be new next week 
as will the fennel smelling of 
licorice, lyric Fujis from Blossom Bluff 
Orchards round as depictions of time 
in dreams, globes of baby eggplants, 
pods of cardamom, planets of pocked 
oranges, chestnuts, & radical fabric hearts 
of pomegranates covered by motiveless fog- 


The farmers' market is breaking down; 
fringed sagging canopies fold inward 
like the Renaissance. Wrestlers & jugglers 
enter the park; slightly soggy boxes 
are being flattened as pineapple guavas 
finally relax & a chill comes over 
the waist of autumn. From Happy 
Boy Organic Farms come bottles of 
thick-as-infinity apple juice with its 
ankles of pulp. Early tangelos, late 
plums, Shinko pears cut into tender 
celadon wedges, mute mache. Women in 
oversized aprons wash knives in Berkeley 
tap. Tap. Berkeley tap-tap. The run-off 
joins culverts of the creek & 
hurries to the Bay. Mists of 
elemental sense hover over crates of 
fruit as hybrids cohabitate. Men too 
smart to pray talk with men 
too smart not to. Terraces of jHSwflmRSH 
almonds, piles of ridged hazelnuts & 
tubs of hot dal. Marjoram, stalks 
of lavender & limp dill. Chips . 
for sampling tomatillo salsas. You have 
entered the market with your beloved, 
your souls like drops of wafer 
easily merged. Water tumbles from 
the east, trickles under the huge 
blond radishes, dark parsley, big broccoli 
rabe & mustard greens, beneath only 
slightly popular bitter melons, baskets of 
trench-coat gray sunflower seeds, flat & 
curly kale, unruly rainbow chard, under 
raisiny balsamic vinegar from Sonoma & 
tables of Big Paw Olive Oil, 
violet grapes, girls with yo-yos, boys 
doing Tai Chi, beneath smart, worried- 
looking Berkeley babies slumped in very 
expensive strollers while their mothers eat 
carob-coated pretzels & their fathers eat 
floppy artichoke pizza slices. The inside 
of a dream is itself; the world 
is ways to have considered it. 

Down goes Berkeley water under jars 
of twice-born tan-oak & Sierra wildflower 
honey, trays of porcini mushrooms, calm 


Brenda Hillman 


It happens as soon as you turn your back — 
the eminent domain seizure of "your" land 
Nature filling the void. 

If I stop lighting fires in the woodstove 
as the weather first warms 
by the next cold snap W/ 

it may be too late — 

bluebirds or blackbirds nesting in the stovepipe 

the little ones already peeping 

if I leave a wheelbarrow overturned 

in the lower garden 

because a tire's gone flat 

the next time I think of resurrecting it, 

casually flip it over as if I'm in charge, 

there's a thriving ant colony underneath 

filling the entire space 

and I have to flip it back over 

when I return from a week in the forest 

and go to the outhouse the next morning 

two yellowjackets buzz at me warily 

from newly created hexagons of hives 

so I have to use the old outhouse up the hill 


Written on July 8th, 2008 

— Karen Coulter 


You're walking down the street SB* 

And the people that you meet 3? 

Have that apathetic look of total defeat 
Well the TV blares and their poor minds freak 
Can’t anyone feel earth pulse beneath their feet 


Still feel withdrawn from mass culture ya yas? 

Need a car chase bad or some dialing for dollars 

Well there's adventure to be had 

That's wild, a little bad 

An emerging activist culture 

This ain't no short lived fad 

We fight the good fight 

For what's left that's wild and free 

We party every night and get as primal as can be 


Forests fall 

Rivers dammed 

It's like some perfect evil plan 

Corporation distractions fill your head 

You buy more and the earth gets dead yeah 


Your mind is murky 
Pull the plug 
Go cold turkey from that 
Evil drug 


The land is alive 

Its passions its embers 

Warm a big city night 

With a mossy kind of splendor 

But the corporate state 

Has the means and will 

To suck up life and vomit swill 

They climax yelling KILL KILL KILL 


Your mind is murky 

Pull the plug 

Go cold turkey from that 

Evil dru § JL 


Yeah 

Your mind is murky 
Pull the plug 
Go cold turkey from that 
Evil drug 


Your mind is murky 
Pull the plug 
Go cold turkey from that 
Evil drug 


-Andrew Rodman 


Send poems to 
Warrior Poets Society 
P.O. Box 14501 
Berkeley C A 947125501 
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Revolution in Service of- tke 


Wild 


Franklin 


BY L'Archibras 

One of the 
foremost authors 
of US counter 
culture, Frank- 
lin Rosemont, 
passed away on 
April 12, leaving 
us a breadth of 
brilliant work. 

With Paul Garon 
and wife, Penel- 
ope, he founded 
the Chicago Sur- 
realist School, 
in solidarity with the Industrial 
Workers of the World (IWW) tra- 
ditions and synchronized with 
the liberationist currents of the 
1960s. Making contributions to 
a variety of movements-not least 
of which being Earth First!(EF!)- 
Rosemont shared his special 
talent for writing with folks of 
all walks of life, deepening the 
struggles for ecstatic emancipa- 
tion in keeping with the surrealist 
credo, "Revolution in Service of 
the Marvelous." 

As writers, both Franklin and 
Penelope, struggled to bring 
together an often fragmented 
counter culture. The two's proj- 
ects in developing radical unity 
included the creation of Solidar- 
ity Bookshop, the Chicago Sur- 
realist School, and the journal, 
Rebel Worker (for more, see Pe- 
nelope Rosemont's wonderful 
book, Dreams & Everyday Life). 
In their writing, the Rosemonts 
worked to transcend the theo- 
retical and emotional boundar- 
ies that divide activists. 

Writing and editing books on 
topics ranging from Isadora Dun- 
can to T-Bone Slim, from civil 
rights to surrealism, Rosemont's 
contribution to radical thought can 
not be overestimated. Among his 
most essential works are Dancin' 
in the Streets, Haymarket Scrapbook, 


nd Revolution 
n Service of the 
iarvelous. His 
ledication to hu- 
nan emancipa- 
tion rivaled only 
his devotion 
to the Earth, 
and he proved 
it by partici- 
pating in and 
writing about EF! 
The Rosemonts 
participated in 

D ... , ,, EF! struggles to 

Rosemont giving a talk 

save wolves, to 
stop the Shedd Aquarium in Chi- 
cago from imprisoning whales, 
and to protect Siskiyou Forest, 
using their notoriety to publicly 
defend direct action tactics like 
tree spiking. 

In perhaps his greatest work, 
Joe Hill: The IWW & the Making 
of a Revolutionary Workingclass 
Counterculture, Rosemont delves 
deeply into the radical connec- 
tions that so many activists share. 
He highlights EF! in particular, 
drawing connections to other 
counter cultural currents-for 
example, links formed between 
EF! organizers and the Wobblies 
(IWW) as well as the unique, 
historical bonds represented by 
the connections between the 
IWW's Big Red Songbook (which 
Rosemont co-edited) and EF!'s 
Lil " Green Songbook-in order to 
bring to light the importance of 
radical solidarity and historical 
remembrance. 

As the Earth First! Journal will be 
including The Hootenanny Song 
Book in this issue, and hopefully 
future issues, of the Journal, it 
becomes important to recognize 
the traditions from which these 
songs flow and to remember the 
folks who worked to keep those 
traditions alive. Let's raise our 
voices for Franklin Rosemont, 
and to life-wild and free. 
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G C9 G - C9 

I've got a job and I've got a lot to do 
G C9 G - C9 

Think in this life my work will never be through 
Em D 

When Folks are aware and they just don't care 
C 

How so much is consumed by so few 

G C9 G - C9 

And I like to soak my feet in the Morning dew 


Oh I like to sing and take time to play my guitar 
Lie on a bank and watch for a falling star 
Forget all the mayhem and utter destruction 
that's tearing the planet in two 
And I want to spend the end of the world with you 

Well it's hard on my heart to see people who should have the best 

give up so much to improve life for all the rest 

Well I feel your heart ache and I'm proud that you don't break 

And if your dream for the earth don't 

Then I want to spend the end of the world with you 

BRIDGE 

Em D 

Well there's so little hope, almost no way to cope 
C 

and often crying's the right thing to do 
Am C 

Or shouting in anger at the temples of power 
G ’ D 

but laughter's important too... 

So let's take today and go out and play in the sun 
Dedicate one single day to nothing but fun 
This may be the last Spring that we get a chance to 
sing songs of gratitude 

And I want to spend the end of the world with you 


by Danny Dolinger 


C9 G 

I want to spend the end of the world with you... With you 


C9-G 
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Chimps Suffering Big Time cleaned up in the Alvin site was caused by Hooray for the Pinnipeg Ban! 

A recent survey conducted in the West Af- the actual spill, so the costs would have been in a bold move, the European Union (EU) 
rican nation of Cote D'Ivoire shows that the excessive. officially banned the importation of prod- 

chimpanzee population fell from around In the sole dissenting opinion, Justice ucts made from slain seals and other pin- 
8,000-12,000 individuals in the region to 800- Ruth Bader Ginsburg explained, "Relieving nipegs like walruses and sea lions. Although 
U200 over the past 20 years. The destruction Shell of any obligation to pay for the clean- Canada insists it deserves exemption since 
of habitat in the area is sited as the primary up.... is surely at odds with [the law's] ob- it "follows strict guidelines in place for hu- 
reason for the steep fall, and primates are not jective, to place the cost of remediation on mane and sustainable sealing practices" (e.g. 
alone in this holocaust. persons whose activities contributed to the not clubbing seals while they still have their 

In the 60s, 100,000 chimps coexisted with contamination rather than on the taxpay- white coats), the EU insists that bludgeon- 
a myriad of animals in this dense and lush ing public." ing a living creature over the head with a 

ecosystem. Today, nothing remains but the Many say that this case will set a prec- spiked club isn't humanitarian. Recent rev- 
trappings of human civilization. The case of edent for corporate unaccountability. Oth- elations showing that some seals are skinned 
Cote D'Ivoire, which has seen a population ers say that the precedent was set hundreds alive did not help Canada's case. However, 
growth of 50 percent in the past 20 years, of years ago. the seal clubbers' bloody trade will likely be 

is repeated throughout West Africa. Similar _ _ protected (or at least avenged) once Canada 

declines in animal population are likely. Public Notified That They Own the sues the EU for violating World Trade Orga- 

Allegheny National Forest ■ nization (WTO) laws. 

Two New Victories in Alaska On April 12, a federal judge upheld a 

Alaska just won two new key victories for prior decision forcing corporations to get Indigenous Resistance Rocks Peru 
wilderness. After a federal district court ruled public consent before drilling in the half- Speaking of the WTO, Peruvian indigenous 
to close the notorious 50-mile, $374-million million-acre Alleghany National Forest in leaders declared a hunger strike in Congress 
JuneauTtoad project, saying that the Federal Northwestern Pennsylvania. This decision in early May to protest the Free Trade Agree- 
Highway Administration refused to consider will make the Forest Service conduct en- ment (FTA) recently signed with the US. 
less ecologically invasive alternatives, Con- vironmental analyses on proposed oil and Peruvian President Alan Garcia has expropri- 
gress decided to halt the subsidizing of the gas drilling projects, postponing the ex- ated huge tracts of indigenous lands for the 
so-called "Tongass Timber Pipeline." For ten ploration of about 440 oil and gas wells FTA, which protects multinational corpora- 
years this pipeline has routed the forests in the interim. Still, this is a mere drop in tions like Oxydental and ConocoPhillips 
of Tongass, thanks to the "soft market." the bucket of the approximately 11,500 oil while they loot of the natural resources of 
Meanwhile, activists won a case against the and gas wells already in production, none the Amazon. 

Flathead National Forest in the Ninth Circuit of which have elicited public consent or Supported by eight catholic bishops and 
Court of Appeals, forcing the protection and even been officially analyzed from an en- countless environmentalists, the hunger 
maintenance of areas frequented by grizzly vironmental perspective. strike of indigenous leaders was followed 

bears. If it comes down to roads or grizzlies, . by the mobilization of 30,000 people in 65 

the court says, the grizzlies win. Legislation Sticks Up for tribes blocking roads, waterways, and pipe- 

Migratory Birds l ines throughout the Amazon. After halting 

Polar Bears Win Popularity Contest, The Act for Songbirds was officially signed more than 41 energy industry vessels, the 
Lose Protections into existence on May 7, 2009, International indigenous resistance was met by the Peru- 

In a May 8 decision to maintain limita- Bird Day. According to the report, "U.S. State vian army under a state of emergency, which 
tions on polar bear protections, the Obama of the Birds," released last year, more than suspended the constitution for the expressed 
Administration ensured that -George Bush's 250 American bird species are in decline or purposes of state repression. Going as far as 
legacy will be secure, warm and fuzzy in facing severe threats. Supporters of the bill denying the existence of various threatened 
the bed of extinction it has made. The rule, insist that ensuring the safety of migratory indigenous tribes, Garcia has moved forwards 
which exempts all hazardous activities oc- birds involves the prevention of barriers to with a military invasion of the Amazon, kill- 
curring outside of the polar bears' rangefrom migration like power lines and communica- ing dozens of activists already in attempts 
environmental review, has been criticized by tion towers as well as the increasing of food to silence resistahce. Much more was de- 
more than 1,300 scientists, 50 prominent le- sources, and expansion of habitats like mi- veloping as of press-time. For up-todate in- 
gal experts, dozens of lawmakers, 130 con- gratory stop-off points. formation, visit www.upsidedownworld. 

servation organizations, and hundreds of org/main/content/category/5/38/76/ 


may be due to the role that carbon emis- Grey wolves are going to have a tough 
sions play in the immanent destruction of year, as their removal from the endangered 
the entire world, not to mention polar bears' species list in the Northern Rockies and the 
natural habitat. ' Great Lakes regions went into effect on May 

4. Even though only 200 breeding wolves 
Indigenous Global Summit on survive in the Northern Rockies, hunters 

Climate Change are already salivating over their new firearm 

Kicking off summit season with a subver- catalogues, as the state of Idaho has repeat- 
sive popular assembly, indigenous repre- edly declared its intentions to facilitate the 
sentatives from all across the world met in killing of hundreds of wolves. However, 
Anchorage, Alaska, to express solidarity and the wolves are radio-collared, and the gov- 
forge a common direction on April 20-24. In eminent will probably gallantly hunt the 
a dispatch, they proclaimed, "We are expe- wolves down and bravely snipe them from 
riencing profound and disproportionate their chivalrous helicopters. Ironically, one 
adverse impacts on our cultures, human reason for delisting the wolves was the le- 
and environmental health, human rights, thal state policy towards wolves in Wyo- 
well-being, traditional livelihoods, food ming that exists in spite of extant federal 
systems and food sovereignty, local infra- protections. Apparently, violating federal 
structure, economic viability and our very law works. Hmm... 

survival as Indigenous Peoples." Meanwhile, environmentalists filed suit in 

The resolution that the summit pro- Federal Court in Missoula, Montana, for the 
duced calls for, among other things, in- restoration of protections to wolves in Mon- 
tergovernmental support, the phasing out tana and Idaho, keeping up their side of this 
of fossil-fuel development, international ongoing debacle, 
recognition of the importance of indig- 
enous traditions, cultures and intellectual Cougars to be Exterminated by 
property, and participatory representation Ass-Backwards Preservationists 
in the United Nations Framework Conven- Also known as pumas, mountain lions 
tion on Climate Change. and panthers, a branch of cougars evolved 

in the distinct environment of the Sonoran 
Desert, becoming a crucial part of that eco- 
system. In a move that might best be de- 
scribed as genocidal, officials in charge 
of the 665,000 acre Kofa Wildlife Refuge 
in Southwestern Arizona have plotted to 
wipe them out of their native habitat. The 
powers-that-be at the Arizona Game and 
Fish Commission set the slaughter for July 
31. Apparently, they are waiting for their 
name to officially be changed to Kofa Wild- 
life Death Camp. 


Shell Oil Let Off the Hook in 
Historic Case 

In an 8-1 decision, the Supreme Court 
agreed nearly unanimously that Shell won't 
have to pay for the clean-up of its toxic chem- 
icals, spilled in the town of Alvin, California, 
while in transit to the now-abandoned Brown 
& Bryant agricultural chemical distribution. 
State and federal officials attempted to charge 
Shell and two railroad companies for the full 
cost of the clean-up, but the Supreme Court 
ruled that only 10 percent of the pollution 
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shut up and listen? 


■ : By s@sh@ co ' and Asia ‘” These quotations 

V are difficult to inscribe within 

Amidst the criticisms that a this journal — like the Earth 
Wf j younger generation of bad seeds First! Journal itself, Abbey's writ- 

: are sewing their radical antago- ing has done much to inspire 
K : nism within the ranks of bushy the environmental movement 
*. • tailed, naive activists, we should to direct action. We should rec- 

stop and appreciate how Earth ognize his contributions. To be 
IjHipF j First! (EF!) continues to subvert sure, he was not alone in his 
T / : the dominant paradigm. oppressive beliefs; it was a dif- 

dj : One quick look at Edward ferent time, and they pervaded 

- : Abbey's Monkey Wrench Gang and hampered the whole EF! 

| exposes the racism and sexism movement. Evidence of this can 
j that poisoned the movement even be seen in some old issues 
_ -m j throughout the 1980s. Its trans- of the Journal as they reflect Ab- 

pl : parently patriarchal depictions bey's own writing. 

: of gender stereotypes show up Remember, the revolution- 
Desert Solitaire is Ed's mas- : throughout the book and are ary presence that drove Abbey 
terpiece of wilderness memoir : even more pervasive in Abbey's and his minions away created 
and human angst. It is his elegy j disturbing diary, Confessions of space for the philosophical in- 
for the wild southwest, for the ; a Barbarian. Among the least of- troductions of eco-feminism, 
wilderness that slips away like ; fensive of his notes are the fol- deep ecology and bio-centrism, 
hot sand between our fingers. ; lowing fabulations: "a man can We should never return to the 
The Monkey Wrench Gang de- j no more give up his ideas than petulant and puerile egoism of 
fined the terms of eco-defense j he can give up his soul — they are certain old traditions. Face it, as 
(there were no terms: no pris- j one and the same," and, "Sex is a movement, we've made some 
oners taken, no quarter given). ; one of the few outlets we have' great strides. We should be proud 
Confessions of a Barbarian sum- : these days for a man's inher- of everyone in the movement, 
marized his angry "get off my : ent lust for adventure." Abbey's and stop blaming the youth, 
fucking property" mentality ! strongly held position that ide- whose contumacious allegiance 
— only all wilderness was his I ology is incarnate in "man" led to anti-oppression would have 
beloved front garden. i him to a lifetime of patriarchy impressed Abbey, himself. I defi- 

Ed Abbey wrote more than ; totally inconsistent with Earth nitely would not be a part of EF! 
twenty books, married and sired j liberation. He would later claim if it weren't for the strong female- 
offspring a number of times, i that it even caused his tragic, bodied persyns, not to men- 
pissed off governments and cor- j early passing, writing, "my de- tion LGBQTTI folks like me who • 
porations alike with fell swings ; bauchery and arrogance have aren't afraid to raise their voice 
of is mighty pen, lived hard : finally overtaken me." and express themselves' to a self- 

and drove his bright-as-sun art : Abbey's sickness — his sexism described "older generation." 
straight through the unforgiv- j — was not his only failing. En I know what's up— not all 
ihg iS’rth. The story goes, he is j a rant on immigration in 1988, the older folks are down on 
buried somewhere in his mag- ; Abbey called on US citizens to the "younger folks," and lots of 
nificent desert, but 1 will not ; "militarize our borders." Calling older EF!ers know the past and 
seek his grave. His words are i immigrants "hungry, ignorant, the present, and they support 
his legacy, countless pages filled : unskilled, and culturally-mor- it all. Like them, I am all about 
with not so gentle pleas to save j ally-genetically impoverished the traditions and culture of EF!, 
what is left of the wild. Angry or j people," Abbey proved an en- but as for those who say that the 
content, I can find strength and ; emy to people of color, insisting younger generation should "be 
courage and damnable convic- ; ultimately, "I certainly do not good, and shut up and listen," p 
tion in the enduring literature : wish to live in a society domi- say, "No deal, assholes!" Patriar- 
of Cactus Ed. And I miss him. So : nated by blacks, Mexicans, and chy is one tradition that I don't 
should you too. : Orientals. Look at Africa, Mexi- want to continue. 

JL ated h y the industriai process 

• • • . ^ I i hydrogen creation, and a 

totally blind eye is cast on the 
CssESSvsS exploitation of unceded indig- 

1 T 111 m enous lands being snatched up 

decided against the pre-mature Communities." by developers in preparation 

breakout, and climbed back A completely-underestimat- for the warped event, 
down into confinement to fur- ing-climate-change poodle A what's-wrong-with-this- 
ther plot her escape. • to SkySails for producing a re- picture? poodle to the West 

A dam-t he-man woilf to mote controlled parasail to tug Texas county of Andrews. The 

Klamath. Justice Coalition 10) 000-ton cargo ships q county voted to not only 

activists, who dropped banners across oceans. We guess || allow a Dallas .company to - 

off a local bridge to demand the chief engineer, Ste- dispose their nuclear waste 

the removal of four hydroelec- . ven Wrage, doesn't real- in its vicinity, but to fund 

trie dams from the Klamath ize that the majority of 1 ( the waste site as-well. The- 

River. More than a dozen ac- emissions comes company, Waste Control 

tivists unfurled three banners the commodities on the***^ 11 l|b^© Specialists, is getting $75 

from Highway 101 to send their tankers along with the ^ “ million in financing from 

message to 24 stakeholder groups ships themselves. Andrews County, » which they 

negotiating the settlement of dam Unless parasails can turn raw promise to pay back with inter- 
removal. materials into unicorns and est. The company claims that ra- 

As the stakeholders travelled sprinkle Western Civilization dioactive waste attracts jobs - and 

by motor boat down the river to with fairy dust, it looks like who doesn't want to work with 

the meeting, they got some read- we're still up shit creek, parasail sludge? The county ended up 

ing material to analyze, reading, or no parasail. passing Waste Control Special- 

"Open the river, close the deal!," A zero-solidarity-for-zero- ists' agenda by three votes. 
"Undam the Klamath Now!," emissions poodle to liber- 

and "Enough is Enough, Bring als who have extolled the 2010 

the Salmon Home," the main Olympics as "the Hydrogen 

banners were accompanied by Olympics." Amidst the support 

activists chanting, "Open the riv- for an $18 million project to V-‘ - 

er, close the deal! Let the Klamath produce hydrogen for four 

River heal!" Downriver, activists transit buses, a car wash, and 

stood with another banner, stat- eight utility trucks, ignorance ||£^gg|i||fl 

ing "Dams Kill Salmon, Jobs, and lingers over the byproducts cre- 


An ex- 
istentialist wolf to nuclear 
whistleblower, Vanunu Mor- 
dechai, for following in the foot- 
steps of Sartre by refusing a Nobel 
Prize nomination. Vanunu, who 
served an 18 year prison sentence 
for exposing Israel's nuclear se- 
crets, cannot leave Israel without 
police permission or to contact 
foreign media. As the chief rea- 
son for his refusal, Vanunu said 
that he could not join the list of 
laureates that includes his sworn 
nemesis, Simon Peres, who has 
master minded several atomic 
weapon . programs in multiple 
countries. 

A less-pretentious-more- 
wild wolf to Karta, the orang- 
utan, who built her own ladder, 
short circuited some electrical 
wires, and then climbed the 
fence that separated her from 
freedom. Terrified zoo-goers 
raised the alarm, and zoo guards 
quickly responded to the call, 
engaging Karta in a stand off 
that lasted for half an hour. Fi- 
nally, the ingenuous orangutan 
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by Luke Romano 


In a display of great disrespect to human 
and environmental rights, the Mexican 
government, along with a company called 
Centro de Gestion Integral de Residuos, SA 
(CEGIR), wants to place a hazardous waste 
dump near the village of Quitovac, Sonora, 
in Mexico. The proposal for the dump has 
been in the works for four years. Previously 
submitted plans were halted due to lack of 
information from the Mexican government 
and CEGIR. According to the 1983 La Paz 
Agreement, the US and Mexican government 
most communicate all information about 
hazardous waste facilitates within 100 miles 
of the border. Quitovac is a sacred site to the 
traditional, indigenous Tohono O'odham 
of what is now called southern Arizona and 
northern Sonora. 

The proposed dump would ruin the sacred 
ceremonial site of Quitovac and expose near- 
by community members and their children 
to dangerous toxins. These toxins would be 
released into the land and the air, and may 
possibly contaminate the underground well, 
water that the community depends on. 

Accordingly, the Mexican government 
has been met with resistance on both sides 
of the US — Mexico border. This imposed 
border divides the supposedly sovereign- 
O'odham Nation. For an organized day of 
solidarity, on March 27 and 28, activists 
strategized and networked with residents 
of the O'odham community. A road block- 
ade at a nearby highway held traffic for a 
short time on the morning of March 28, 
followed by a prayer walk that took place 
back into town. Later, during the meeting 
and update, a resolution was adopted by 
traditional O'odham from the US side of 
the border, international solidarity activists 
and O'odham elders from Quitovac. A first 
day of action was set for May 6. 

On May 6, Phoenix, Arizona, saw an en- 
ergetic collective of 1 1 people consisting of 
O'odham youth, anarchists, environmental- 
. ists and a legal observer . Two activists ran a 
five-mile spiritual run to the Mexican consul- 
ate, carrying the Quitovac resolution. Upon 
their arrival, the entire collective joined up 
and stormed the consulate in order to speak 

PLANE STUPID 


i 

with the Consulate General and present him. 
with the resolution. A few activists posted up 
in his office with their banner, while the rest 
were met only by his secretary along with 
other low-level consulate representatives at- 
tempting to disrupt the action and call 911. 



The group's resolution was denied, and 
they were asked to leave. They were told to 
send one representative back in five min- 
utes. However, the consulate officials lied, 
and the collective was met with five Phoenix 
police cars and one Homeland Security ve- 
hicle. Consulate security guards surrounded 
the entrance, and Phoenix police informed 
the group that if anyone returned to the 
consulate grounds, they would be arrested 
for trespassing. The action ended with tradi- 
tional O'odham songs around 11 a.m. 

The May 6, action in San Francisco, Cali- 
fornia, drew a diverse group of around 50 
people who were mainly networked from 
Greenaction, an organization that has worked 
closely with many indigenous communities 
for environmental justice. The group dem- 
onstrated in front of the Mexican consulate 
for almost an hour before initiating a march 
to the US Environmental Protection Agency 


(EPA) office, taking Over a lane of traffic on 
the way. Lots of police and Homeland Secu- 
rity cops were waiting for them, along with 
two EPA officials who were presented with 
their demands. The group blocked traffic in 
front of the office for a few minutes and ral- 
lied in the street for a half hour. The message 
was sent that this is only the beginning if 
our concerns are not met. 

Tucson, Arizona, activists visited the lo- 
cal Mexican consulate on the first Friday of 
April after the gathering at Quitovac. They 
brought signs and creative chants. On the 
May 6 day of solidarity, Tucson returned, this 
time with 25 people, who were watched over 
by a lone cop car. Informational flyers were 
handed out to everyone who approached 
the gates to conduct business. Anyone who 
arrived at the consulate had to be let in with 
a key, after the office was informed of the 
events that occured that day in Phoenix. 
Eventually, two consulate officials came out 
and were presented with the resolution from 
the March Quitovac gathering. 

Ofelia Rivas, of the organizations, O'odham 
Voice Against the Wall and O'odham Rights 
Cultural and Environmental Justice Coali- 
tion, has been instrumental in building 
opposition to. the dump, and has spoken at 
various events around Tucson. These events 
have included the recent Earth First! Orga- 
nizers' Conference, shows at the Dry River 
Radical Resource Center; and a fundraiser for 
the Earth First! Journal. 

In Ofelia's words, "Our way of life is based 
on the land and living in harmony with 
the land. All of this has been violated and 
there is a tremendous imbalance." The fight 
to prevent further violence against and des- 
ecration of O'odham land will continue to 
grow, however. On June 5, another day of 
solidarity was organized outside the Munici- 
pal Office of Sonyta, where about 50. sup- 
porters shared speeches, held banners and 
delivered the resolution to the mayor of 
Sonyta. An election is approaching and we 
want to make sure the government officials 
know where the people stand. No matter 
how it turns out, though, one thing is clear: 
efforts to stop the dump will only continue 
to strengthen until the plans are once again 
halted — this time for good. 


continued from page 14 
linked into the wider grassroots, 
eco-justice movements such as 
the Climate Camp that appear 
to be growing at an unstoppa- 
ble pace. The network seeks to 
share resources, experience and 
ideas to help collectively con- 
struct its fundamental tenets. 
Plane Stupid is an open-source 
brand that other affinity groups 
can adopt without having to 
be already inside the network, 
as long as groups commit to 
using it for .nonviolent direct 
action against the aviation in- 
dustry. Thus, different groups 
have used different approaches, 
that suit them. Plane Stupid 
Scotland has sometimes used 
more explicit anti-capitalist 
rhetoric. Recently, Plane Stupid 
Southampton pointed out the 
links between creating climate 
change and climate refugees. 
The Heathrow campaign has 
often focused on the way the 
immediate local communities 
will be bulldozed by expansion 
plans. Publicly, all groups com- 
mit to two basic demands of 


ending UK airport expansion 
and ending short-haul flights. 

So, why did they approve 
the third runway? Does this 
mean that our movement has 
failed? From the beginning, we 
always expected and prepared 
for' the worst whilst hoping for 
the best. The third runway was 
the crown jewel of the UK gov- 
ernment's aviation white paper, 
and it was always going to be 
approved. However, the success 
of the campaign has meant that 
it was approved to widespread 
and deep public disapproval, 
and that caused huge rifts, even 
in the Cabinet Office itself. The 
approval was much more lim- 
ited in nature than what was 
being asked for, and many other 
expansion plans around the 
UK have either been watered 
down, shelved or dropped alto- 
gether. All the government has 
done is to give permission to the 
airport operator, BAA, to draw 
up detailed plans for the third 
runway at Heathrow. The final 
approval still has to be given by 
the next elected government 
that is likely to be different. All 


other parties are committed to 
scrapping expansion plans. 

The announcement has under- 
mined the government's cred- 
ibility and has massively swelled 
the ranks of those publicly com- 
mitting to take direct action 
against it. Finally, Heathrow is 
one of the world's most famous 
and busiest international airports 
just outside of London, the capi- 
tal of global finance and the po- 
tential global capital of carbon 
markets. If the third runway is 
not dropped, the campaign of- 
fers a great opportunity to cre- 
ate an international beacon that 
calls for global climate resistance 
movements around the world 
to unite in solidarity with each 
other. For us, nothing less than 
this will do. 

The above represents the per- 
sonal thoughts of Barry Wilton 
and not the Plane Stupid network 
as a whole. 

Barry Wilton is a truck driver for 
a well know potato chip company 
in the UK. During the 2000 UK 
fuel crisis he felt that the truck- 
ers were being pitted against the 
global ecology and he also realized 


the power of direct action when he 
helped bring the country to a stand 
still by. helping blockadie UK oil 
refineries. Since then he has worked 
tirelessly to use direct action to 
stop the government and big busi- 
ness from exploiting the working ’ 
people and planet in the name of 
money and power. 



Moving lock-down tubes through the fenc- 
ing at Heathrow Airpprt. 
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National Extremism Tactical Coordination Unit 
Serious Organized Crime and Police Act 

Failure in the UK 


The Crown Prosecution Service 
(CPS) and the National Extrem- 
ism Tactical Coordination Unit 
(NETC.U) have suffered a major 
blow in a hard-fought attempt to 
throw the book at four campaign- 
ers facing charges under the Seri- 
ous Organized Crime and Police 
Act (SOCPA). The prosecution, 
involving numerous experts, 
several police forces and, accord- 
ing to one source, up to a mil- 
lion pounds in legal costs, was 
part of NETCU's ongoing attack 
on the animal rights movement 
and criminalization of activ- 
ists linked to the Stop Hunting- 
don Animal Cruelty campaign 
(SHAC). During the prosecution, 
it has become apparent that the 
police, terrified that the anti- 
vivisection movement might 


glued, cars were trashed and up 
to $160,000 worth of damage 
was allegedly caused. The owner 
of the farm later said in court 
that, following the action, he 
had resolved to close down his 
business. He sold his stock of 
rabbits to HLS and was in the 
process of winding up opera- 
tions. At this point, the farmer 
said, he was visited by the police 
"and others" and was persuaded 
to keep the business open. 

The closing down of High- 
gate would have been a ma- 
jor victory for anti-vivisection 
campaigners. Highgate is one 
of only five known remaining 
breeders of animals for labo- 
ratories in the UK. During the 
1990s, campaigners successfully 
closed Oxford University Park 


follows on .from the conviction 
of seven activists, alleged to have 
been involved in the SHAC cam- 
paign, for the same charge in 
December. They were sentenced 
to more than 50 years in prison 
between them. Police are eager 
to widen the interpretation of 
"conspiracy to blackmail" to use 
against campaigners who call for 
the closure of a business. One 
man has plead "not guilty" to 
all charges and will be tried later 
this year. 

No Case to Answer 
In April 2008, three of the 
four defendants in the Highgate 
"trespass" trial at Lincolnshire 
Crown Court pleaded guilty on 
the understanding that charges 
would be reduced to "conspir- 


movement and criminalize those 
involved in public campaigns for 
animal rights. Since 2006, SOCPA 
has made it illegal to "interfere 
with the contractual relations of 
an animal testing establishment." 
Operation Tornado, where raids 
across the West Midlands lead to 
the trial of seven people for their 
role in the campaign against Se- 
quani laboratories, was, on the 
police's terms, a failure. Sean 
Kirtley, who allegedly updated a 
website about the Sequani cam- 
paign, was sentenced to four and 
a half years in prison and a one 
year ASBO. The remaining six 
defendants were acquitted. It is 
questionable whether the huge 
sums spent on the raids and the 
prosecutions were justified by the 
conviction of only one person. 


In 2008 the 
ALF raided 
Highgate 
rabbit farm 
liberating 
129 rabbits 



claim a success, have intervened Farm, Regal Rabbits, Sky Com- acy to interfe 
to prop up a rabbit breeder on mercial Rabbit Farm, Shamrock research orgc 
the verge of closing down. farm, Consort Beagles, Hylyne the three wer 

On October 13, four people Rabbits and Hillgrove Cat Farm. tody. Vikki 
were arrested after their car Darley Oaks guinea pig farm was stuck to her 
was stopped in Lincolnshire, also closed in 2006. NETCU, and, on Apr 
England. Closed Circuit Televi- dedicated to demoralizing and trial for SOCI 
sion footage later showed that criminalizing the animal rights Prosecutor 
they had been on the property of movement, could not allow the opened her ca 

closure of another breeder and jury that ma 
appears to have intervened to have "relied" 
keep the business open. This can had been test 
be seen as part of- a wider effort CPS argume; 
by the state to prop up private they argued t 
companies that are the target of the rabbit far 
anti-corporate dissent. To this intimidate an 
end, HLS — under siege from an contractual 
international campaign to close also claimed 1 
it down — has been allowed not were doing a 
to file its accounts; to operate tions when 
without insurance; and has been The CPS, accc 


the Highgate rabbit farm in Ndr- 
manby-by-Spital, Lincolnshire. 

The Flighgate farm breeds ani- 
mals for sale to Intervet and 
to Huntingdon Life Sciences 
(HLS), Europe's largest animal 
testing establishment. This is 
where NETCU comes in. 

Replacing the Animal Rights 
National Index (ARNI), NETCU 
was essentially set up to pro- 
tect corporations from increas- 
ingly effective animal rights granted banking facilities with team of plain clothes police of- 
campaigns such as SHAC. the Bank of England. Legisla- fleers, wheeled out soil analysts, 

NETCU monitors the policing tion such as Companies "house computer experts and phone an- 
of animal rights activists and regulations" (laws against house alysts, making much of any con- 
other political movements; demonstrations) were changed nections to the SHAC campaign 
follows prosecutions through to accommodate the needs of they could find. Their case, how- 
the courts and cultivates infor- the pharmaceutical industry ever, collapsed when the farmer 
mants. Targeting animal rights and new, repressive laws were gave evidence. To make things 
campaigners with increasingly penned to silence dissenters. more exciting, he was given a to anyone, 
repressive new legislation in a -The police intervention to police escort to court, the public paid off. 
series of show trials against the prop up the Highgate farm had gallery was cleared, and he gave SOCPA i: 
SHAC campaign and Stop Se- little to do with the farm itself, evidence from behind a screen, pressive ne 
quani Animal Torture (SSAT). a relatively small business that His evidence, however, was that book and 

The four people arrested near the state would normally ignore, no economic damage had been to our frei 
the rabbit farm had not actually The motivation was to prevent caused by the four defendants' corporate 
done anything save for enter the the pharmaceutical industry los- visit. The prosecutor com- amendmer 
farm's property. Yet, they were ing confidence in its ability to plained that she had not got the specifically 
later charged with "conspiracy carry on with animal testing in answers she wanted, and she one indus 
to commit criminal damage" the UK. would like to recall him, but the public diss 

and section 145 of SOCPA, "con- One can only guess how the judge refused. ize public c 

spiracy to interfere with the con- police persuaded the farmer to The defense claimed that there not done 
tractual relations of an animal remain in business and who the was no case to answer and, after people wo 
research organization," The CPS "others" were who helped the a long, grudging, consideration, Monitorin' 
alleged that the "conspiracy" police persuade him. the judge agreed but went on to the use of 


ALF member cutting open a cage at highgate 

Following the acquittal of Vikki 

Waterhouse-Taylor, despite the 

huge police resources expended 

on the trial, the police may be L,OCKS WGT 

losing their taste for SOCPA trials, —i . . 

In a comment on Indymedia UK, o ' 

Vikki said the reason she plead CclTS W6TG 
not guilty and went through with , i i 
the trial was "mostly because I LLabilGCl 
was/am too stubborn to listen 
That stubbornness 


CapB^mWe 


Isles of rabbits 
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Prisoners in the Struggle Support Them! 



SOME FALL 


SOME FALL PRISONER 


The following list is a small sample of the total number of political prisoners and prisoner support 
. groups worldwide. Regulations for mail sent to prisoners vary according to individual prisons. Before 
sending manetar y donations, stamps, books or packages, ask prisoners what the regulations arc. As- 
t i same that the authorities read even’thing you write to a prisoner. When prisoners are awaiting trial 
'll, or sentencing, it is best not to discuss their cases or related topics with them. Although some prison- 
ers are listed together, they must be written to separately. Prisoners can obtain a discounted sub- 
*k scription to the EE! Journal by sending a book of 10 42c stamps to FOB 3023, Tucson. AZ 85702. 
’ Individuals who want to sponsor a prisoner's subscription should send $20 to the same address. 


Prisoner and Legal 
Updates 

•Tre Arrow, Released to a 
halfway house in Oregon. Was 
serving 6.5 years for two counts 
of arson. For more information, 
visit www.trearrow.org. 

•Julien Coupat, released from 
Paris, France. Was awaiting trial 
on charges of sabotaging a high- 
speed train line in France. 

•Matt DePalma, #14126-041, 
moved to FCI Fairton POB 420 
Fairton, NJ 08320 Sentenced to 
three and a half years in prison for 
unlawful possession of destructive 
devices at the 2008 Republican 
National Convention. 

•Linda Greene #130092.7, Cen- 
tury Regional Detention Facility, 
11705 S. Alameda Street, Lyn- 
wood, CA 90262, USA. Being held 
on charges related to stalking and 
vivisection 

•Joshua Harper, has been re- 
leased to a halfway house in 
Washington. Was serving three 
years for charges stemming 
from his work with SHAC. For 
more information, visit www. 
joshharper.org. 

•PI Noordsingel, Peter Janssen 
5102880, Postbus- 37066, 3005 
LB Rotterdam, Accused of free- 
ing mink from a fur farm. 

•Kevin Olliff, #1300931, TTCF 
161 D-Pod, 450 Bauchet St., Los 
Angeles, CA 90012, USA. Being 
held on chareges related to stalk- 
ing and vivisection. 

Awaiting Trial or Sentencing 

•Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, 
SCI Greene, 175 Progress Dr, 
Waynesburg, PA 15370, USA. 
Awaiting resentencing to either 
life in prison or death. Abu-Ja- 
mal, a politically active journal- 
ist, was framed for the murder of 
a cop in 1981. For more informa- 
tion, visit www.freemumia.org. 

•Dean Cain, WJ4309, and 
Luke Steele, WJ4308, HMP Lin- 
coln; Greetwell Rd, Lincoln, 
LN2 4BD, UK. Awaiting trial on 
three charges related to interfer- 
ing with animal research on a 
rabbit farm; ' 

•Daniele Casalini, Casa Gir- 
condariale, Via Burla 59, 43100- 
Parma PR, Italy. Awaiting trial 
for allegedly using explosives to 
damage power lines. Casalini is 
a- member of II Silvestre, an Ital- 
ian eco-anarchist group and fre- 
quent target of state repression. 

' •Francesco Gioia, Casa Penale, 
Via Lamaccio 1, 67039 Suimona 
(Aq), Italy.- Moved to the above 
address. Awaiting trial for alleg- 


edly using explosives to damage 
power, lines. Gioia is a member 
of II Silvestre. 

•John Graham, Pennington 
County Jail, 307 St Joseph 
Street, Rapid City, SD 57701, 
USA. Awaiting trial on murder 
charges. Graham was framed 
by the FBI for the 1975 mur- 
der of fellow American Indi- 
an Movement (AIM) activist 
Anna Mae PictomAquash. 

•Bryan Griffiths, XW8892, 
HMP Hewell, Hewell Lane, 
Redditch, B97 6QS, UK. A 
hunt monitor on remand who 
is falsely accused of murdering 
a hunt supporter following a 
tragic accident. Griffiths was 
monitoring a hunt when he 
landed to refuel. A hunt sup- 
porter was hit by thehelicopter 
and died. Despite this being 
a clear accident, Griffiths has 
been charged with murder. 

Animal Liberation 

•Jon Ablewhite, TB4885, and 
Kerry Whitburn, TB4886, HMP 
Lowdham Grange, Lowdham, 
Nottingham, NG14 7DA, UK. 
Serving 12 years for conspiracy 
to blackmail a supplier of guinea 
pigs for vivisection. 

•Dan Amos, VN7818, HMP 
Winchester, Romsey Rd, Win- 
chester, S022 5DF, UK. Amos is 
serving four years for conspiracy 
to blackmail people linked to 
Huntingdon Life Sciences (HLS). 
For more information, visit www. 
myspace.com/ supportdan. 

•Gregg Avery, TA7450, HMP 
Coldingley, Shaftesbury Road, 
Bisley, Woking, Surrey, GU24 
9EX, UK. Serving nine years for 
conspiracy to blackmail people 
linked to HLS. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.myspace. 
com/shacukprisonersupport. 

•Natasha Avery, NR8987, 
HMP Send, Ripley Road, Wok- 
ing, Surrey, GU23 7LJ, UK. 
Serving nine years for con- 
spiracy to blackmail people 
linked to Huntingdon Life 
Sciences. Visit www.myspace. 
com/shacukprisonersupport.- 

•Mel Broughton, TN9138, 
HMP Woo'dhill, Tattenhoe Street, 
Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK4 4DA, 
UK. Serving 10 years for conspir- 
acy to commit arson in connec- 
tion with the campaign against 
Oxford University's primate lab. 
For more information, visit www. 
myspace.com/supportmel; 

. ‘Jacob Conroy, #93501-011, 
FCI Terminal Island, -POB 3007, 
San Pedro, CA - 90731, USA. 
Serving four years for conspir- 


acy charges stemming from his 
work with Stop Huntingdon 
Animal Cruelty (SHAC). For 
more information, visit www. 
supportjake.org. 

•Donald Currie, A3660AA, 
HMP Parkhurst, Clissold Rd, 
Newport, Isle of Wight, POB 30 
5NX, UK. Serving an "indefinite 
sentence" of at least six years — 
with no fixed release date or 
upper limit — for arson against 
targets linked fa the vivisec- 
tion industry. 

•Lauren Gazzola, #93497-011, 
FCI Danbury, Rte 37, Danbury, 
CT 06811, USA. Serving 4.5 years 
for conspiracy charges stemming 
from her work with SHAC. For 
more information, visit www. 
supportlaureri.com. 

•Gavin Medd-Hall, WV9475, 
HMP Coldingley, Shaftesbury 
Road, Bisley, Woking, Surrey, 
GU24 9EX, UK. Serving eight 
years in connection with the 
campaign against HLS. 

•Jordan Halliday, #24836, 1225 
West Valley View Highway, Suite 
100, Logan, UT 84321, USA. Be- 
ing held in contempt for resist- 
ing a grand jury investigation 
into Utah mink liberations. 

•Sean Kirtley, WC6977, HMP 
Stafford, 54 Gaol Rd, Stafford, 
T16 3AW, UK. Serving 4.5 years 
for organizing legal demonstra- 
tions against Sequani, an ani- 
mal-testing company. For more 
information, visit supportsean. 
wordpress.com. 

•Kevin Kjonaas, #93502-011, 
Unit I, FCI Sandstone, POB 1000, 
Sandstone, MN 55072, USA. Serv- 
ing six years for conspiracy charg- 
es stemming from his work with 
SHAC. For more information, visit 
www.supportkevin.com. 

.•Heather Nicholson, VM4859, 
HMP Bronzefield, Woodthorpe 
Rd, Ashford, Middlesex, TW15 
3JZ, UK.. Serving 11 years for 
conspiracy to blackmail people 
linked to HLS. For more informa- 
tion, visit www.myspace.com/ 
shacukprisonersupport. 

•John Smith, TB4887, PIMP- 
Lindholme, Bawtry Road, Hatfield 
Woodhouse, Doncaster, DN7 6EE, 
UK. Serving 12 years for attempt- 
ing to blackmail a farmer who sup- 
plied guinea pigs for vivisection. 

•Dan Wadham, A5705AA, 
HMP Camp Hill, Newport, Isle 
of Wight, PO30 5PB,UK. Serv- 
ing five years in connection 
with the campaign against HLS. 

, «Sarah Whitehead, VM7684, 
HMP Bronzefield, Woodthorpe 
Rd, Ashford, Middlesex, TW1 5 i 
3JZ, UK. Serving 15 months for 


burglary charges after rescuing 
an abused beagle from a danger- 
ous home and nine additional 
months from a prior suspended 
sentence for rescuing more than 
100 animals from a pet breeder 
who was later prosecuted for 
animal abuse. For more informa- 
tion, visit www.myspace.com/ 
supportsarah. 

Ecodefense 

•Grant Barnes, #137563, San 
Carlos Correctional Facility, 
POB 3, Pueblo, CO 81002, USA. 
Serving 12 years for the Earth 
Liberation Front (ELF) arson of 
SUVs. For more information, vis- 
it grantbarnes.wordpress.com. 

•Nathan "Exile" Block, #36359- 
086, FCI Lompoc, 3600 Guard 
Rd, Lompoc, CA 93436, USA. 
Serving nearly eight years for 
ELF arsons at an SUV dealership 
and a hybrid poplar farm. 

•Marco Camenisch, Post- 
fach 3143, CH-8105 Regens- 
dorf, Switzerland. Serving 18 
years for using explosives to tar- 
get nuclear facility power lines 
and for the alleged murder of a 
Swiss border guard. Camenisch 
reads French, German, Spanish 
and Italian- fluently, as well as 
some English. 

‘ •Jeffrey"Free" Luers, #13797671, 
Columbia River Correctional In- 
stitution, 9111 NE Sunderland 
Ave, Portland, OR 97211, USA. 
Serving 10 years for arson at a 
car dealership and attempted 
arson of an oil truck. For more 
information, visit www.freefree- 
now.org. 

•Marie Mason, #04672-061, 
FCI Waseca, Federal Correc- 
tional Institution, POB 1731, 
Waseca, MN 56093, USA. Serv- 
ing 21 years and 10 months for 
a series of ELF actions against 
genetic engineering and devel- 
opment. For more information, 
visit www.freemarie.org. 

•Eric McDavid, #16209-097, 
FCI Victorville Medium I, POB 
5300, Adelanto, CA 92301, 
USA. Serving 19.5 years for 
conspiracy to destroy the US 
Forest Service's Institute of 
Forest Genetics, a cell-phone 
tower and power plants. For 
more information, visit www. 
supporteric.org. 

•Daniel McGowan, #63794- 
053, USP Marion, POB 1000, 
Marion, IL 62959, USA.Serv- 
ing seven years for ELF arsons 
at a lumber company and a 
hybrid poplar farm. For more 
information, visit www. 
supportdaniel.org. 
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playing a game of ding dong ditch. Ex- Squibb, and Robert Pelzer, president and 
cept, it was done with an axe. In France, CEO of Novartis. 

another three houses were vandalized in Philly represented for the animals with 
one night in actions against New York multiple tours of demos throughout the 


by Still Trill 

Huntington Life Science (HLS) has been 
getting beat over their head with the short 
end of the stick lately. Multiple businesses 


have been selling their shares of HLS stock 
and withdrawing financial involvement 
with HLS. International action against them 
has been non-stop and holes in prosecutions 
against Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty 
(SHAC) have arisen. 

A recent communication from SHAC 
bore the encouraging news of Barclays 
Global Investors, Barclays PLC, Hartford 
Investment Management Company, Rice 
Hall James and Associates LLC, BNY Mellon 
and Wells Fargo all selling their shares in 
HLS. This came after much serious, relentless 
dedication to shutting down HLS. 

Taken from www.shac.net: 

"HLS are now (once again) in breach of 
their listing standards on the New York Stock 
Exchange ARCA, as their market value is now 
$10.9 million instead of the required $15 
million, so please contact nyselistings@nyse. 
com and urge them to kick LSR off once and 


Stock Exchange Euronext profiteers. At the week. The first round of demos was at Jt_ I if f EE? HH 
first house of Roland Gaston from NYSE the GlaxoSmithKline world headquar- 
Euronext International Board of Direc- ters. They next stopped at. a Staples and 
tors, slogans adorned the home with red finished off the demonstrations by visit- 
paint. They also went the extra distance ing Bank of New York Mellon. Three days 
and cemented the gate shut. Next on the later, it was on to the home of Lisa De- III! H* HI! 
list was Xavier Jean-Pierre Pontacq, Atos twiler, a corporate lawyer for the Bank 
Euronext Director. Here, saboteurs scaled of New York Mellon, then James Cecere, 
a spiked fence to paint strip and slash a an asset manager for Vanguard, which is 
tire on a car. After that they painted a door the second-largest investor of HLS and 
and chained his only gate shut. The last finished it off with visits to the homes of 
visit of the night to Tarak Achiche Euron- John Ameriks, a senior investment analyst theicbge 
ext Group Chief Information Officer was at Vanguard, and Stacie Calad, a scientist 
the hottest of all! They rolled up on his for GlaxoSmithKline. On their last day of 
posh car and placed three incendiary de- action that week, they posted an informa- 
vices underneath it. While these actions tional booth outside of Staples. The May 
are separate from SHAC as organizations week of mad science brought out SHAC'ers 
they are part of the same fight against all across the world once again for action 
HLS' bloody profits. against HLS investors. (Visit www.shac.net E= ill! fill 

The success of anti-HLS action came with for action report-backs.) ; 
the international week of action against Another recent celebration for those in 





for all." 

Since the onset of SHAC, the financial 
.grounding of HLS has been pretty shoddy 
(see EFIJ November-December 2007). Due 
to SHAC's efforts, HLS has lost banking, 
insurance and auditing options. It is only 
because of government backing that HLS 
is still in existence. 

The clandestine movement against HLS is 
still hitting hard. In one night, “militant 
forces sabotaged three different homes of 
HLS profiteers paint stripping cars, slash- 
ing tires, painting inflammatory slogans, 
pouring weed killer and leaving other un- 
pleasant surprises. In Belgium, fun was had 


animals in labs. SHACer's hit the streets in 
Chile, Finland, New York, and Philadelphia. 
In Chile, they held a raucous demonstration 
outside the building where GlaxoSmith- 
Kline originated. Later that week, a crowd 
of 500 marched in the streets against vivi- 
sector scum. In Finland, they took the heat 
to Espoo, where Novartis, and Bristol-Myers 
Squibb have their Finland headquarters side- 
by-side. In New York City, informational 
booths were set up on the sidewalk for a 
day. Later in the week, they took their crowd 
of friends to the offices of James Cornelius, 
chairman and CEO of Bristol-Myers Squibb; 
Michael Grobstein, director of Bristol-Myers 


solidarity with SHAC and the animals came 
with the recent court ruling in favor of four 
activists that were caught on video trespass- 
ing at a rabbit farm that supplies animals to 
HLS (see page 25). 

All and all, things are looking on the up 
and up for SHAC. Good news for us, bad 
news for Brian Cass (HLS managing direc- 
tor), who recently responded to business 
dropping support from HLS, saying, "Rev- 
enue levels are down from last year and the 
outlook remains uncertain." 

We can safely say that SHAC is certain 
to one day shut you down, Brian! Done 
and done! 
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' ‘Jonathan Paul, #07167-085, Parks, Unit E, 5701 8th St, Dublin, For more information, visit www. ‘Helen Woodson, #03231- 
FCI Phoenix, 37910 N 45th CA 94568, USA. Serving nearly- onamove.com. 045, FMC Carswell, Admin 

Ave, Phoenix, AZ 85086, USA. eight years for ELF arsons at an ‘Debbie Sims Africa, Max Unit, POB 27137, Ft. 

Serving 4.25 years for the Ani- SUV dealership and a hybrid pop- #006307, Janet Holloway Worth, TX 76127, USA. Serv- 

mal Liberation Front/ELF ar- larfarm. Africa, #006308, and Janine ing nearly nine years for vio- 

son of a horse slaughterhouse Phillips Africa, #006309, SCI lating her parole by dumping 

and meat-packing plant. For Indigenous Resistance Cambridge Springs, 451 Fuller- a cup of red paint over the 

more information, visit www. ‘Byron Shane of Chubbock© ton Ave, Cambridge Springs, PA security apparatus of a fed- 
supportjonathan.org. Clan, #07909051, FCI Tallade- 16403, USA. eral court and making warn- 

•Michael Sykes, #696693, ga, POB 1000, Talladega, Ala- ‘Michael Davis Africa, ings ("threats") of weapons 

Handlon Correctional Facility, bama, North America. Serving #AM4973, ahd Charles Sims of mass destruction. In 2004, 

1728 W Bluewater Hwy, Ionia, 80 years for aggravated assault Africa, #AM4975, SCI Grater- Woodson completed 20 years 

MI 48846, USA. Serving four of federal agents, escape and ford, POB 244, Graterford, PA for disarming a Minuteman II 
to 10 years for the arson of bank robbery. "Oso Blanco" 19426, USA. _ missile silo with a jackham- 

two newly constructed condo- funneled money that he stole ‘Edward Goodman Africa, mer, mailing warning letters 
miniums, trying to chop down from banks to the Zapatista #AM4974, SCI Mahanoy, 301 with bullets inside to officials, 

an 80-foot utility pole and at- Army of National Liberation Morea Rd, Frackville, PA 17932, and robbing a bank and burn- 

tempting to chisel through ce- in Mexico. USA. ing the money, 

ment in his jail cell. For more ‘Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, ‘William Phillips Africa, 

information, visit supportmichael. USP Lewisburg, POB 1000, Lew- #AM4984, and Delbert On Africa, Prisoner Support Groups 
wordpress.com. isburg, PA 17837, USA. Serving #AM4985, SCI Dallas, Follies Rd, ‘Earth ’Liberation Pris- 

•Briana Waters, #36432-086, life in prison after being framed Drawer K, Dallas, PA 18612, USA. oners Support Network, 

FCI Danbury, Route 37, Dan- for the deaths of two FBI agents elp4321@hotmail.com; www. 

bury, CT 06811, USA. Serving killed during the 1975 Pine Other Political Prisoners spiritoffreedom.org.uk. 

six years for the ELF arson of Ridge siege. For more informa- ‘Fran Thompson, #1090915, ‘National Jericho Move- 
the University of Washington's tion, visit www.freepeltier.org. CCC 3151 Litton Dr, Chillicuthe, ment, POB 1272, New York,. 

Center for Urban Horticulture. MO 64601, USA. Before receiv- NY 10013, USA; www. 

Waters insists she was not in- MOVE ing a life sentence in the early thejerichomovement.com. 

volved. For more information, The MOVE 9, members of an 1990s for shooting a stalker in ‘North American Earth Lib- 

visit www.supportbriana.org. eco-revolutionary group, were self-defense, Thompson was ac- eration Prisoners Support Net- 

•Joyanna "Sadie" Zacher, framed for the murder of a cop and five in animal rights and envi- work, naelpsn@mutualaid.org; 

#36360-086, FCI Dublin, Camp sentenced to 30-100 years each, ronmental campaigns. www.ecoprisoners.org. 

.. 
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Animal Rights Conference 

Los Angeles, California • 
July 16 - 20 

This is the worlds oldest and 
largest animal rights conference. 
There are 100 sessions, includ- 
ing workshops, raps, reports, 90 
speakers from 60 animal pro- 
tection groups in 9 countries, 
sessions on personal skills, ac- 
tivism, organizing, outreach, 
eyewitness reports on whale 
wars and the prop 2 campaign, 
presentations by leaders of other 
social justice movements, 80 vid- 
eos with premieres, hundreds of 
free exhibits, networking recep- 
tions, delicious vegan cuisine. 
Newcomers are welcome. For 
more information visit: www. 
arconference.org. 

19th Annual Ectopia Bike 
Tour • July through August 

The 19 th Ecotopia bike tour 
will take place this summer dur- 
ing July and August. This year's 
route covers Western Balkans: 
Serbia, Macedonia, Montene- 
gro, Albania, Bosnia-Herzegov- 
ina and Croatia. With the UN 
summit in Copenhagen ahead 
of us, this years' bike tour will 
focus on climate change and en- 
ergy. So besides cycling through 
beautiful landscapes and scen- 
ery, the bike tour will try to act 
upon important environmental 
issues that occur in the regions 
traveled through. They are cur- 
rently looking for national 
coordinators for Albania, Mace- 
donia and Montenegro. For 
more detailed information visit: 
www.ecotopiabiketour.net 

Free Activist Witch. Camp • 

August 1-7, 2009 

Our bodies pulsing, bleed- 
ing, breathing, birthing, dy- 
ing, cycling, harmonizing. Our 
Community warriors, healers, 
predators, prey, -white blood 
cells, bacterial culture, myceli- 
um. Earth's story turning, floods, 
fires, eruption, extinction, evo- 
lution, uprising, sacred bal- 
ance. Our Path networks, veins, 
roots, trails, tributaries. To Home 
hearts, community kitchens, for- 
ests, villages, the multiverse. 

Seeds of Peace are returning, 
providing two hearty meals a 
day, breakfast and supper. Do- 
nations of . food are greatly ap- 


G20 


rodates 


check in with: 
www.oigaiMze 
pittsTburghoOrg 


predated, and make our meals 
much merrier and will more 
abundant! 

For more information, and to 
register visit www.freewitchcamp. 
org. 

Twin Oaks Womyn’s Gath- 
ering: A Multicultural Event • 

August 21-23, 2009 

In Twin Oaks Community, 
Louisa, Virginia, women will be 
celebrating ourselves in com- 
munity. There will be camping, 
workshops, dancing, drumming, 
swimming, creative activities, 
performances, a sweat-lodge, a 
mud-pit, ritual and movement. 

Attendees are encouraged to 
bring your music, poetry, sto- 
ries and artwork. Please regis- 
ter by August 10th to help us 
plan .a great gathering. There is 
a sliding scale fee of $40-140. 
It includes camping and work- 
shops. Paying in the upper re- 
gion of the sliding scale helps 
us subsidize women who can 
afford less. 

For more information: call 
540.894.5126or fax 540.894.41 12 
during the week of the gathering 
call 540.894.5141. 

G20 Summit Pittsburg, PA • 
September 24-25, 2009 

For many, Pittsburg has become 
a symbol of the US's crumbling 
economy, not to mention the 
ecological disaster of indus- 
trialism. Even still, the powers 
that be have declared a new 
G20 Summit in the heart of the 
decaying metropolis. 

Many groups have already 
called for people to come to 
Pittsburg, and protest the fools 
at the summit. To find out 
more, go here: www.organizep- 
ittsburgh.org. 

Call to Action: The Mobilization 
for Climate Change Copenhagen, 
Denmark • December 6th 

Rising Tide beckons you to , 
Copenhagen for the fifteenth 
UN Climate Conference. This 
will be the biggest summit 
on climate change ever to 
have taken place. Yet, previ- 
ous meetings have produced 
nothing more than business 
as usual. We call on all peo- 
ples around the planet to mo- 
bilize and take action against 
the root causes of climate 
change and the key agents 
responsible, both in Copen- 
hagen and around the world. 
Read and. pass on the Mobili- 
zation's Open Letter at www. 
ActForClimateJustice.org 

Zero Carbon Caravan 

The Zero Carbon Caravan 
(ZCC) will generate a mass 
movement of individuals and 
organizations to carry the 
message of action on climate 
change to the UNFCCC talks 
in Copenhagen (2009). 

We are making our way to Co- 
penhagen without using fossil 
fuel transportation. Along the 
route we'll connect with local 
groups to establish an itinerary 
of "zero carbon conferences" 
to build momentum for zero 
carbon awareness. 

Ifyou would liketo getinvolved 
in any way please contact ZCC 
organizer, Chris Keene, chris. 
keene@zerocarboncaravan.net. 


Upd 


ates 


w 


wo j^artli f"irst! Poadsho 

f"olcs ^rrested 

Two Earth First! activists were 
arrested at a Home Depot the 
morning of May 27, in Glendale, 
Colorado. The arrests followed 
a banner drop from the roof of 
the store, reading, "Dam Home 
Depot, NOT Patagonia!" 

The banner-drop action was 
intended to remind both the 
public and the company, "We've 
fought Home Depot before and 
won." Almost 10 years ago, EF! 
groups around the country, 
with Rainforest Action Network 
and others, forced Home De- 
pot to remove oldgrowth from 
their shelves. Today their work 
on the HidroAysen project in 
Patagonia, Chile shows their 
commitments to "green busi- 
ness practices" are only empty 
Public Relations. 

The Earth First! Road- 
show has been snaking it's 
way through the US with the 
Round River Rendezvous as it's 
last stop. For updates or to see 
if these wide-eyed-eco-warriors 
will be near your town soon, 
visit www.earthfirstroadsh.ow. 
wordpress.com. 

AffA fde jVlolion to Ffismiss 

On May 21, in New York City, 
the Center for Constitutional 
Rights (CCR) and the Civil Lib- 
erties Defense Center (CLDC) 
j pined a motion to dismiss the 
US government’s indictment of 
four animal rights activists un- 
der the Animal Enterprise Ter- 
rorism Act (AETA). 

"To characterize protest and 
speech as terrorist activities is lu- 
dicrous," said CCR cooperating 
attorney Matthew Strugar. "It 
is not just animal rights activ- 
ists who are in danger here. The 
AETA is so broad and unclear it 
could be used to suppress lawful 
protests and boycotts by any ac- 
tivists across the spectrum, no 
matter what the issue. The law 
must be struck down." 

The activists referred to as 
the AETA 4-Joseph Buddenberg, 
Maryam Khajavi, Nathan Pope 
and Adriana Stumpo-were ac- 
cused of conspiracy to commit 
"animal enterprise terrorism" un- 
der allegations of protesting, writ- 
ing with chalk on the sidewalk, 
chanting, leafleting and the use 
of "the Internet to find informa- 
tion on bio-medical researchers" 
(see Earth First! Journal May- 
June 2009) These activities are 
protected by the First Amend- 
ment. As of press-time, their 
next court appearance is sched- 
uled for July 13. 
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.ulien (joupat 

peleased 
On May 28, French: authori- 
ties on authorized the release of 
Julien Coupat, who has been de- 
tained for more than six months 
under suspicion of sabotaging 
high-speed train lines. 

The last of the 10 suspects 
arrested in November to . be 
released from custody, Julien 
has always maintained his in- 


nocence. He is alleged to be the 
author of the anarcho-autnomist 
zine, "The Coming Insurrection," 
and remains under for organizing 
terrorism-related destruction of 
property and sabotage. 

In a written interview with the 
French publication, Le Monde, 
Coupat described his detention 
as a "petty revenge, which is 
quite understandable given the 
means that were deployed and 
the extent of the failure." 

In late April, a Tarnac 9 sup- 
porter was detained for 96 hours 
by Paris police. 

fiattl es in the (pal jlelcJs 

The past few months have 
shown us that the battle against 
coal is still only heating up. 

On April 20, 44 activists were 
arrested in Charlotte, North Car- 
olina, protesting Duke Energy's 
plans to add massive additional 
coal burning capability to the 
company's Cliffside plant. 

A month later, on May 23 
three separate anti-coal protests 
saw seventeen arrested West 
Virginia First, eight people 
were arrested for hanging a 
"Never Again" banner and lock- 
ing down to a dump truck at a 
mountaintop removal mine on 
Kayford Mountain. Next, two 
were arrested for boating onto 
the Brushy Fork impoundment 
pond and floating a banner 
reading "No More Toxic Sludge" 
on it. Lastly, seven people were 
arrested for attempting to en- 
ter Massey Energy's Marshfork 
mining complex. 

On the front lines of the legal 
battles, in Mingo County, West 
Virginia, 760 residents filed a 
class action suit against Massey 
energy and it's subsidiary Rawl 
Sales & Processing. Plaintiffs suf- 
fering in various ways filed suit 
siting personal injury, wrongful 
death, pro perty damage and 
nuisance. The problems started 
with coal slurry contaminating 
drinking water. 

P)arrick Still in Melt S own 

Twenty-eight protesters were 
arrested on. April 12 at Barrick 
Gold's mine in Lake Cowal, New 
South Wales, Australia, reported 
Sydney Indymedia. Permitted 
to enter the site at dawn by the 
Wiradjuri native tribe, protesters 
climbed the bund walls into the 
open-cut pit ■ whilst Wiradjuri 
performed a smoking ceremony 
and 15 other protesters blockad- 
ed the front gates of the mine. 

Later, on April 27, Barrick 
torched homes in Papua New 
Guinea. Without prior' warning, 
the indigenous land owners of 
the villages, surrounding Barrick 
Gold's Porgera open-pit mine 
were violently evicted by 200 
PNG troops at the behest of 
Barrick execs. 

Households of third-gen- 
eration landowners were pur- 
posefully razed to the ground, 
causing residents to flee for fear 
of their lives. By April 30, com- 
munity reports put the number 
of houses torched by Barrick's 
minions at close to 600.' 
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wm„ Support the Earth First! Journal: visit 

ww‘eartKfctjournaI.org to 

f ^^SSS^Wournahorg. 

Tm Pabth First 1 Journal has joined forces with the 
Hungry Knife Artist Collective and Peace Supplies 

PRINT SHOP TO EXPAND ON OUR DESIGNS AND DISTRIBUTION. 

Check out our collaborators at: www.hungryknife.com 

AND WWW.PEACESUPPLIES.ORG 


Every order over .$40 gets loads of free goodies, 
including the 20 year anniversary Edition of the Earth 
First! Journal. This Winter we will be 30 years in print 

y tokee U p U°s1-aht e ' f ed ri and a PP rec ‘3ted!) 

to keep us fightin' for the wild and producing the 

worlds radical environmental journal! 





The Earth First! Journal has Roots 6 Wingspan 
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Advertise with us! We are look- 
ing for new advertisers to help 
with productions costs. > 


* v v 

e-mail: 

ads@earthfirstjournal.org 
to receive our ad rates 


How Passionate Are You 
About the Earth First! Journal?!?! 

Short-term editors are needed to be an essential part of our collective in 
Tucson, AZ. Short-term editors spend a couple months in production 
on a single issue of the Journal. While living in the Sonoran desert 
you will be surrounded by mountains, and during your stay you will 
have time to explore them! We have a comfy house for short-termers 
to share, provide bikes, free organic food from the local co-op and the 
dumpsters dreams are made of. 

If you have a strong interest in the content that appears in the pages 
of the EF! Journal, can handle spending a border-line unhealthy 
amount time working with computers, have some experience of 
working on direct action campaigns and would enjoy being apart of 
a no-bullshit collective devoted to carrying on this soon-to-be 30-year 
legacy of independent news from the no compromise environmental 
movement... then, by all means, please send an e-mail to us at: 
wildginger@earthfirstjoumal.org. 


in the Sight for a better world, 
information is a precious weapon. 

Sind it at ak press: your source Sor 
the best in anarchist inSormation 
Sor 19 years and counting. 

http:/ / www.akpress.org 

be our Sriend! join the Sriends oS ak 
subscriber program and get a Sree 
copy ok every new ak press book 
as soon as it's published, plus spe- 
cial discounts on all the books we 
distribute, just $25 a month, email 
SriendsoSak@akpress.org Sor more 
inSormation. 
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BfWOOUCE 
S REVOLT. 


journals 


TEN YEARS OF SUPPORTING INDIE ARTISTS 


donate a subscription to 

a-ncisoner-!. 


THAT £CH00i wE<6tt f nuVf> 


Ivy Studio 

Soft, Handsome 


Atherton Lin 

Life’s Stories 


Books of Revolution 

Large Collection 


Nikki McClure 

All In A Day 


Jill Bliss 

Urban Future 


Sesame Letterpress 

Nature, Letterpressed 




Dream of Stars 

Soft Apparel 


Reading is Sexy 

Clever Slogans 


Steel Toe Studios 

Recycled, Re-purposed 


Sublime Stitching 

Shhhh... 


Queenbee Creations 

Wallets+Bags 


Bruno Munari 

Speaking With Hands 


"I spent a year in the Northwoods of Wisconsin at an 
jBf. outdoor school. It was not a survival school, because I 
/m fq died. 1 died to my old way of thinking. I died to being 

egocentric. I died to the pursuit of the civilized lifeway. 
If|!| Pgpl mb I became alive to many other things — became alive to 

tsIfNpIr ^ ’Jg Me Circle. I became alive to the native lifeway. I became 

VS alive to the connectedness of all things. I became alive 

^ V. to trusting, being and the now. My heart is full. I have 

n much to share, more than words can say." 

"& — Coyote Three Feathers aka John Herron 

(Wilderness Guide Program 2004-2005) 

COULD AYEAR IN THE WILDERNESS DO THIS FOR YOU? 
www.teachingdrutn.oxg 

(715) 546-2944 


Many of our most dedicated readers make on|y 35<t per hour, 
not even enough to afford the "stamp subscription” rate. 

Send us s20 and a note explaining that it’s for a prisoner subscription. 

Youll help out the Journal as welLas hook up a 
prisoner for a year. 


Defending and upholding civil liberties through education, outreach 
litigation and legal support and assistance since 2003. 


Fighting the Green Scare — every day, in the courts, press and on the streets 
Challenging' repressive laws like the Animal .Enterprise Terrorism Act 
(vvww.abolishthcaeta.org) and Interfering with Agricultural Operations (used 99% 
of the time on forest activists) 

Over 1 70 peace, environmental, human and animal rights activists represented for 
free or very low-cost 

Know Your Rights workshops in English, Spanish and a youth version 

Legal Observer trainings and coordination for rallies, protests and civil disobedience 


CIVIL’ 


www.cldc.org 


We defend your rights to take a stand! Help your fellow activists continue their work by supporting the 
Civil Liberties Defense. Center! Donations and monthly donor information available online or at 541-687-9181). 


Subscribe to the Earth First! Journal ...the radical environmental journal 


o $500 Lifetime Subscription Q $40 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 
O $25 Regular Rate ($22 low income) O $50 Air Mail, International 
O $40 First Class (US $, no foreign checks) 

O $40 Anonymous Envelope * O $20 Prisoner Subscription 
O $75 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 

$ DONATION Thanks for your support! 
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Address 


Country 


Email 


Mail: Earth First! Journal-subscriptions 

POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 
Online: www.earthfirstyournal.org 


Credit Card Orders 


Get 10% off your first order with 
the coupon code: bikestickerlO 
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DIRECTORY 

Find the EF! group nearest you. If you don’t see one, start one! 




Cascadia EF!-Eugene 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 

cascadlaef@gmail .com 

Cascadia EF!-Portland 

POB 11662, Portland, OR 97217 

cascadia_ef@riseup.net 

Green Anarchy 

POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 

collectiYe@greenanarchy.org 

TENNESSEE 

Three Rivers EF! 

POB 20363, Knoxville, TN 37920 

annebonnylives@yahoo.com 

TEXAS 

Rice, Beans & Revolution 

402 N. Main, McAllen, TX 78501 

UTAH 

Wild Wasatch EF! 

8790 W 25800 N, Portage, UT 84331 
(435),866-2137 


ARIZONA 

Anti-Lab Peace Squad 
C/o Branscam and Trish Scam 
PO BOX 343; Cameron, AZ 86020 
Catalyst Infoshop 

109 N McCormick St, Prescott, AZ 86301 

info@catalystinfoshop.org 

Chuk'shon EF! 

chukshonef@riseup.net 

www. chukshonef . wordpress .com 


INDIANA 

Boxcar Books & Community Center 

310A S Washington St, Bloomington, IN 47401 

(812) 339-8710; boxcar@boxcarbooks.org 

Roadblock EF! 

roadblockef@yahoo.com 

KANSAS 

Solidarity! Radical Library 

1109 Massachusetts St, Lawrence, KS 66044 

MAINE 

Maine EF! 

POB 1072, Belfast, ME 04915 

maineef@yahoo.com 

Native Forest Network 

nfnmaine@gmail.com 

Penobscot Bay Watch-Gulf of Maine 

POB 1871, Rockland, ME 04841 

penbay@justice.com ^ 

People's Free Space 

POB 4875, Portland, ME 04112 

info@peoplesfreespace.org 

MARYLAND 

Potomac EF! 

c/o Peace Resource Center, 

4 E Church St, Frederick, MD 21701 
potomacearthfirst@gmail.com 


Arkansas EF! 

arkansasearthfirst@gmail .com 

CALIFORNIA 

Free Mind Media 

546 Pacific Ave, Santa Rosa, CA 95402 

info@freemindmedia.org 

Healeth EF! 

POB 720327, Redding, CA 96099 
(530) 241-1007 

Humboldt EF! 

(707) 834-5170; 6ontactefhum@gmail.com 

www.efhumboldt.org 

Long Haul Infoshop 

3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 

(510) 540-0751; slingshot@tao.ca 

North Coast EF! 

POB 4646, Areata, CA 95518; (707) 822-1513 

northcoastearthfirstl@yahoo.com 
northcoastearthfirst.org 
Santa Cruz EF! 
cruzef@cmzio.com 
Sierra Nevada EF! 

935 F St, Fresno, CA 93.706 
collective@sierranevadaearthfirst.org 
smartMeme Strategy & Training Project 
2940 16th St #201, San Francisco, CA 94103 
info@smartmeme.org 


Green Mountain EF! 

greenmtearthfirst@yahoo.com 

Save the Corporations From Themselves 

169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 

(802) 254-4847; corpsave@sover.net 


Blue Ridge EF! 
blueridgeef@yahoo.com 


Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

info@massdirectaction.org 


Evergreen State College 
Environmental Resource Center 
2700 Evergreen Pkwy NW, Cab 320, 
Olympia, WA 98505 
(360) 867-6784 
The Last Wizards 
james@lastwizards.com 


Forest Ecosystems Action Group 

2441 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55405 


Confluence/Community Arts & Media Project 
POB 63232, Saint Louis, MO 63163 
confluence@lists.ind30nedia.org 


Madison EF!/Infoshop 

1019 Williamson St #B, Madison, WI 53703 

(608) 262-9036 


Buffalo Field Campaign 

POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758 

(406) 646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies.org 

Wild Rockies EF! 

odinswyrd@yahoo.com 

N EMASK A 

EF! Nebraska 

205 N Mears St, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458; buffalobmcel@gmail.com 


Denver EF! 

colorado-earthfirst@riseup.net 
High Country EF! 
highcountryearthfirst@riseup.net 

Wilderness Study Group 
-University of Colorado, Campus Box 207, 
BouTder, CO 80309 


Teewinot EF! 

POB 1329, Jackson, WY 83001 

PROJECTS 6 


Environmental Library Fund 
25 Newtown Tpke, Weston, CT 06883 
(203) 227-2065; femyd@prodigy.net 
FLOR I DA 

Central Florida EF! 
centralfloridaearthfirst@gmail.com 
Everglades EF! 

822 N C St, Lake Worth, FL 33460 

(561) 588-9666; evergladesearthfirst@gmail.com 

GEORGIA 

Species Traitor/Black and Green Press 
POB 81303, Athens, GA 30608 

primalwar@gmail.c6m 

ILLINOIS 
Chicago EF! 

(773) 465-7774 
I OWA 

Des Moines EF! 

c/o Crimethlnc. Neighborhood Watch 
POB 41416, Des Moines, IA 50311 


CAMPAIGNS 


Central New York EF! 

-send us current info 
Wetlands Activism Collective 
POB 344, New York, NY 10108 
activism@wetlands-preserve.org 


EF! Direct Action Fund 

POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 

(925) 376-7329 

Rising Tide North America 

POB 11664, Portland, OR 97211 

(202) 657-6772; www.risingtidenorthamerica.org 

Root Force 

POB 1302, Tucson, AZ 85702 
info@rootforce.org 
Warrior Poets Society 
POB 14501, Berkeley, CA 94712 


Croatan EF! 

2419 Mayview St, Raleigh, NC 27607 
croatanearthfirst@gmail.com 
Kattiah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
Rising Tide Asheville 
ashevillerisingtide@gmail.com 
OHIO 

HokHokken EF! 

info@eastemforestdefense.org 

OREGON 

Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project 
27803 Williams Ln, Fossil, OR 97830 


Help Update the Directory! 

We are currently updating this page, please send us 
current info! If you would like to add a group or know one that 
needs to be removed, contact 
collective@earthfirstjournal.org 


INTERNATIONAL CONTACTS 


An Talamh Glas (Green Earth) 
atgblue@yahoo.com 


ASEED Europe 

Plantage Doklaan 12A, 1018 CM, 
Amsterdam, Netherlands 
31-20-668-2236; info@aseed.net 
GroenFront! Netherlands 
POB 85069, 3508 AB Utrecht, Netherlands 
2007@groenfront.nl; www.groenfront.nl 


EF! Australia 

POB 1270, Albany, WA, 6330, Australia 
efoz@earthfirst.org.au 
www.earthfirst.org.au 
EF! OZ-Jervis Bay 

POB 295, Nowra, NSW, 2541, Australia 
BELGIUM 

EF! Belgium Support Group 

belgium2005@groenfront.be 

GroenFront! Belgium 

2007@groenfront.be; 

www.groenfront.be 

CANADA 

Elaho EF! 

earth_first@resist.ca 
Ottawa EF! 

ottawaearthfirst@resist.ca 


Earth First! Action Update 
www.earthfirst.org.uk/efau 
Leeds EF! 

Box GPD, The Commonplace, 23-25, Wharf Street 
Leeds LS2 7EQ; leeds@earthfirst.org.uk 
London EF! 

84B Whitechapel High St, London, El 0, UK 

eflondon@ziplip.com 

London Rising Tide 

62 Fieldgate St, London, El 1ES, UK 

0770-879-4665; london@risingtide.org.uk 

Manchester EF! 

manchester@earthfirst.org.uk 


Environmental Rescue International 

20 Dawson Rd, by Forestry Junction, 

Benin City, Nigeria 

environmentalrescue@yahoo.co.uk 

RUSSIA 

Ecodefense! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad, 236000, Russia 
0112-44-84-43 


EF! Germany 
green.rage@web.de 


Green' Korea United 
1 10-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg 
136-56 Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu 
Seoul, South Korea 

82-2-747-8500; greenkorea@greenkorea.org 


Car Busters 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10, Czech Republic 
420-2 74-810-849; info@carbusters.org 
EIRE 


Saving Iceland 

savingiceland@riseup.net 

www.savingiceland.org 


Some of the benefits of being listed in the EF! directory include: exposure for local and regional campaigns, free advertising 
space in the Journal ; merchandise discounts; and bulk copies of the Journal for the price of postage. For more information, 
contact the EF! Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702; (520) 620-6900; collective@earthfirstjournal.org. 
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CASCADIA FREE STATE HELD FOR THREE DAYS! 



"Loggers are here, flip that van!" 

I can literally hear teeth grit, muscles 
strain as masked forest defenders line 
up against the white Chevy. Someone 
slashes the tires, stale air hissing into 
the fresh forest morning. And then we 
heave, up against the side. The vehicle 
rocks, first threatening to crush us, then 
staggering back and finally crashing 
onto the imported gravel, a reclaimed 
machine standing firmly in the path 
of its destructive cousins. Everyone is 
panting, cheering, then splitting off in 
twos and threes, for there is still much 
work to be done. 

The Elliott State Forest in south- 
central Oregon is under siege. Un- 
known to many, including native 
Cascadians, the Elliott provides 
habitat for some of OregofL^old- 
est trees and several endangered 
species. Giant Douglas firs, hem- 
locksTmd'alders-moaa. and crash to 


the ground, backed by the s 
beepheep of the ya l i3 er*T nd hum 
of chain saws. All of this goes un- 
heard, except by those organisms 
that call the Elliott home. Northern 
spotted owls, Coho and Chinook 
salmon, and marbled murrelets all 
face extinction if clearcutting con- 
tinues here (and it does, even as you 
finish this sentence). In early July, 
those few two-leggeds who heard 
this violence all too clearly arrived 
on site. 

Still buzzing with momentum 
gathered at the 2009 Round River 
Rendezvous, trained forest defend- 
ers from Cascadia and beyond ar- 
rived at the Umpcoos Ridge #2 
timber sale in the early hours of 
Monday, July 6, and constructed an 
immediately defensible blockade. A 
"skypod" appeared, suspended be- 
tween two enormous trees. When 
loggers arrived at dawn, the Earth 
First! Roadshow van abruptly ended 
its journey, tipped in front of the 
gate and quickly outfitted to lock 


An overturned van blocks logging vehicles from accessing the timber sale. 


down four committed passengers. 
With few remaining hours before 
police arrival, a bipod was raised, 
anchored to the gate and tied to the 
skypod. After months of prepara- 
tion and contribution, the- Elliott 
Free State was bom. 

Elliott Free State was equal parts 
direct action, skillshare and party, 
with the talents and energy of fe- 
ral folks from all over Turtle Island. 
Dumpster divers in town were do- 
ing their jobs supplying everyone 
with gourmet meals, and security's 
constant vigilance helped many 
avoid arrest. Rigging was particu- 
larly excellent, and all the goons 


who tried to inspect it the next day 
were thoroughly befuddled by the 
complexity. Some eager-to-climb 
friends spent hours hanging from 
nearby trees, duct-taping hose and 
wire over the ropes holding up the 
pods. A treesit went up the next 
night, with two more ground dwell- 
ers providing direct support for 
those in the pods. 

On the morning of July 8, three 
sharp blasts from security's whistle 
let everyone know they were uhder 
attack. Dozens of goons, armed to 
the teeth, quickly outnumbered the 
peaceful protesters and turned the 
Free State into a Police State. The 


Oregon State Troopers, State Police, 
County Sheriffs and National Guard 
were all represented, as were the 
abominably irresponsible lackeys of 
the Oregon Department of Forestry 
(ODF). An initial wave of unlucky 
free staters were ambushed, pulled 
out of the woods, arrested, and 
thrown in the paddy wagons while 
goons extracted the lockdowners. 

The feelings of commitment and 
determination, their bodies between 
a native forest paradise and the in- 
satiable engine of destruction, kept 
the lockdown crew strong that day 
and will fuel them for scores of ac- 
continued on page 16 


by Cascadia Canopy Ninjas 



A large number of police were required to escort every logging truck that left the sale. 


fight for tasmania goes on 


by Ed Hill 

The Camp Florentine forest block- 
ade in southwest Tasmania, Aus- 
tralia, is well into its third winter, 
continuing to protect ancient wet 
Eucalypt and rainforest. 

Since November 2006, the com- 
munity group Still Wild Still Threat- 
ened has blockaded the area. Six 
miles of new roads are to be pushed 
into the pristine forests of the Up- 
per Florentine Valley to access old 
growth coupes (large areas to be 
clear felled) all scheduled for clear 
felling and burning. Up to 90 per- 
cent of the timber extracted from 


the area will end up as wood chips - 
and low-value products. 

The Upper Florentine Valley is 
an area almost entirely surrounded 
by the World Heritage Area. It 
contains untouched forests of well- 
documented World Heritage value 
that should be protected. 

In July 2008, the World Heritage 
Committee passed a resolution 
calling for the protection of globally 
significant forests such as those 
in the Upper Florentine, Styx and 
Weld Valleys. _ 

2009 has seen a much heavier po- 
lice presence in the area. Forestry 
continued on page 7 
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Sure, it's hip to be "green" 
right now, and greenwash 
and eco-capitalist false solu- 
tions abound. But there are a 
lot of people who are legiti- 
mately concerned about things 
and they don't know 
where to plug in, 
how to confront the 
horrors that con- 
front the Earth. 

And this is where 
Earth First! (EF!) 
must come in. This 
is where aboveground 
illegalism shines. We 
respect people who 
work with every tool 
available, from law- 
suits to sabotage, 
but that's not what 
we, as a movement, 
do. What we do is 
plan — often in open 
meetings — to commit 
misdemeanor crime 
and then directly con- 
front logging, mining and earth- 
destroying infrastructure. If we 
keep our wits about us, we're im- 
mune to infiltration: the crimes 
we commit are usually too minor 
to bust us for prematurely, and 
what we da are crimes we'ie will- 
ing to get caught for. 

We're uniquely suited to say, 
"yes, these things must be stopped, 
the law be damned," because we 
can, and choose, to be open about 
it. Most of the time, we can show 


our faces. We practice direct ac- 
tion, not limiting ourselves to 
symbolic actions like sitting in 
a road waiting to be moved: we 
make jt damned difficult to move 
us, thank you very much. 


We believe we will be increas- 
ingly relevant to the world aPour 
global culture goes through the 
shock of impending ecological ca- 
tastrophe. People are inspired by 
successful actions — or, at the very 
least, actions that airii to be suc- 
cessful. Sure, media-focused ac- 
tions like banner drops can be 
useful in drawing the public's eye, 
but EF! is the aboveground illegal 
group most willing to take it a step 
further and hang that banner off of 


our platforms suspended above the 
roadway, preventing logging. 

And that message, the message of 
"we are actually going to stop this," 
is more powerful than any appeal 
to authority or to the masses. Be- 
cause directness 
appeals to people 
’more Shan catchy 
slogans do. But at 
he same time, an 
fF! action is sig- 
nificantly more 
open, more invit- 
ing, than, say, an 
act of sabotage. 

It's not without 
risks, of course. 
Our friends Hugh 
and Tiga, most 
recently, know 
this firsthand. 
When/we're be- 
ing , effective, 
the state won't 
bother adhering 
to its own rules 
when it comes" to cracking down 
on us. But by and large, we can 
be qufte effective operating in the 
public's eye. 

We mean no offense to-tKelawyers 
or the monkeywrenchers, mind you, 
withootwhom we'd getHoWKere. 
takes all sorts. It's just that we're re- 
ally proud of being direct-action en- 
vironmentalists, and we're happy to 
be in a place where we can talk about 
it with strangers on the bus. 

-Dreamer & Magpie 
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Barry Sanders on 


Retired professor and prolific author Barry Sanders has spent a long time 
looking closely at the US Military where others hadn’t: he looked at the en- 
vironmental effects and the sheer devastation that the military leaves in its 
wake. He compiled a frightening collection of numbers into his book The Green 
Zone. I contacted him through the book’s publisher, AK Press, and sent him a 
letter, asking about the findings, about how we activists are so used to looking 
at our corporate foes and overlook the military, and about what we as Earth 
Firstlers could hope to do about it. Here is his response: 


I do not separate the corporate agenda some 4 million tons of uranium ore from the gallons of fuel each and every hour. With its 
from the military agenda in this country, ground, much of it used by the United States afterburners kicked in, the F-15 uses fuel at 
I do not mean simply the old Eisenhower government to make weapons." And now the astonishing rate of four gallons per sec- 
conflation, which he daintily called the mil- - those same indigenous people, and their ond, or 14,400 gallons'an hour!, 
itary-industrial complex. He makes such an grown children, are falling sick from radiation What can we do as environmentalists? 

alliance sound like a kind of neat and tidy poisoning. Their houses and drinking water As an initial suggestion — and I do not want 
collusion. It is a straight up partnership now: and crops are all contaminated. I count this anyone to think I have the answers — for 
each one needs the other. Almost all big cor- tragedy, thousands of miles removed from stopping the olive-drab juggernaut is an 
porations are in the war business, or at the the Middle East, scores of years removed from overwhelming prospect, but one thing I 
very least, in the military business. Think of any Pentagon action, as military pollution. would like to suggest is that the movement 
auto manufacturing and how many special- The last part of The Green Zone takes up the must redefine itself, must expand its range of 
ized small shops went out of business with topic of fallout through the military's use of concerns to include putting an end to war. 
the collapse of the auto industry. To raise a depleted uranium in certain of its warheads in If you consider yourself green, you must be- 
tank takes a small corporate village. Cut back the war in Iraq. How can I tally or categorize come olive green and include an opposition 
on the Pentagon budget and you slice and such extraordinary pollution that produces to the military. The International Panel on 
dice the economy — that's one grand reason, radioactive waste with a half life of 4.5 billion Climate Change has an agenda that runs to 
at least, no politician is willing to take on years and that results in disfigured fetuses and some 20 pages, but it has never included one 
the military. There are other reasons, but corrupts food supplies and kills animals and fish mention of the war; Whenever the Bioneers 
that's a big one. . populations and on and on? Can we equate the meet to discuss climate change, they never 

Having said that, I am reminded of a line horror of -such lethality with the emission of mention' the military. As far as I am con- 
by the Indian writer Arundhati Roy, in her 'greenhouse gases? Such a grotesquerie almost cemed, this is a gross Omission, 
book War Talk : she says "... the state acts makes carbon and sulfite pollution seem tame. What to do? For one very apparent thing, 
in the name of its citizens. So, - - — ~™__ This P°^ ut i° n does not an environmental movement that does not 

as a citizen, l am forced to ac- r ,H| of course stay in place but gets include an opposition to all war — not an 

knowledge that I am somehow L- - / ’ ■« blown around the globe on anti-war stance about Iraq or Afghanistan, 

made complied in the Gujarat PTsI'JC ' I wind currents. but an absolute, no-war stance — is a move- 

pogrom." It is not just large f?*- - i That's why when I talk about ment defined too narrowly. In the early 

corporations that are cbmplicit military po'Ilutidh' I want to years of the Vietnam War, teach-ins en- 

in this business of making war V ; write the word with a capital abled people to learn the truth about, say, 

and polluting the world. I am P, because it is so much more the Gulf of Tonkin. We ought to be doing 

complied, too — we all are. Even I lethal than any other kind of the same thing today — educating people 

though 1 do not wear a uniform, ; * § pollution we have encoun- about the military's power to end life on 

I am an essential part of the |p \ tered as environmentalists, the planet. We need to talk to people about 

military: I pay my taxes, 1 am | 'SsHEr | While the military is the larg- their fears of losing their lives to acts of 
allowed to periodically protest L , jdl est single consumer of oil in terror. That fear is misplaced. The military 

some given war, and thus indi- the world, that can be a mis- is not protecting us — it is creating more 

rectly and against my will I sup- leading statement since Amer- insurgents, jnore enemies of this country, 

port the war. For me, what I understood after ica has a population of 330 million people, This is fairly clear to many radicals, but 
working on this book is that the fate of the a great majority of whom drive cars. And not. to the public in general. 

Earth rests in the hands of the military. That who knows the actual count of factories in The planet, the globe, is at stake — the 
is one of the most frightening and appalling this country that continually pump carbons Earth cannot withstand war any more. If we 
notions anyone can confront. The United into the atmosphere. But, as I try to point cannot stop such gross nonsense, the Earth 
States military engages in a War of Terroir: out, the military not only pollutes, it con- will stop it for us — plain and simple. I can 
it is destroying everything. For me, this is an taminates, it transfigures, it eliminates. And imagine a March of Life on Washington the 
issue of enormous magnitude, which all of this is why I say it makes no difference how likes of which history has not witnessed — a 
us must confront. green we get in our homes and offices be- huge coalition of people who say no to war, 

How badly does the military pollute? I cause the military negates our every effort to pollution, to homophobia, to sexism and 
think as citizens we have no idea how bad at cutting greenhouse emissions. racism, to oppression of all kinds. Most of 

the pollution actually is. At any rate, the Several military critics make the point that the wars this country has engaged in have 
carbon dioxide and sulfur dioxide would bureaucrats in the Pentagon may not even been against people of color, including of 
translate into numbers and lose its edge, just know the exact numbers for military con- course our current ones. Impe- 
the way the dead Iraqis and Afghanis and GIs sumption of oil and gas. While we do know rialism is opposed to everything ' P' an 
come to us as glorified body counts. The task that it is the single largest consumer of oil that Earth First! holds sacred. globe, is 
of computing takes us afield and keeps us in the world, the Pentagon is just too huge We must finally see that all the Earth 
distracted. I have come up with approximate and complex and cumbersome for any citi- these concerns and issues are re- vvithstarli 
numbers in The Green Zone, but who the zen to find a number that we can know with lated. Hate of any kind, discrim- . , 

hell really knows? I say no one. What if we certainty. Couple that with the fact that the ination and intolerance of any more - ,T ' 
knew the number? Would we be any closer military hides a good deal of its statistics for kind, we must count as social Stop SUCf 
to stopping the war machine? fuel consumption, for purchases, for types pollution. The issue is not put- sense, th 

People want numbers. I understand that, and kinds of weapons. After months and tipg an end to the war in Iraq stop it fo 
But more importantly, we need action, months of digging into web sites and leaked or Afghanistan or Pakistan, or . • 

Here's an example of how much we do not documents, 4 do not know the precise figures putting a stop to the so-called 
know: this very morning (Monday, July for the military; I have not come across any- war on terror. It is a moment of coming to 
27, 2009) I opened the New York Times and one who does know, or says he or she knows, consciousness, of building a new and differ- 
read a piece (on page 1,5) about the military I spent an enormous time trying to ferret out ent and more enlightened and liberating at- 
conscription of indigenous peoples — in this those numbers — almost everything signifi- titude toward the Earth — toward plants and 
case Navajos— during the '50s to work in cant about weapons and vehicles and fuel animals and people, toward all living things, 
hundreds of military mines in the heart of the consumption the Pentagon keeps classified The old world, the old, dead world, is built 
Navajo Nation digging up uranium for the or hidden. In the book, I list those numbers on hate and destruction. It's time, as they 
military to use in its weapons. (The military that the military likes to boast about, like the say, to move on — in the largest, most inclu- 
used depleted uranium in Iraq in many of its Abrams Tank consuming five gallons of fuel sive, most communitarian ways imaginable, 
warheads.) Over the years, as the New York to cover a single mile. During battle, over Only a communitarian spirit, in my estima- 
Times points out, "Navajo miners extracted ideal terrain, the Abrams can gobble up 252 tion, will save us. 
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Dear Snitches fer Brains, . get stitches," but that is to be a radical is that you First! hasn't expressed months later — December 


In light of the fact that false bravado-. We are not get to hang out with pas- interest in pursuing the 19, 2008, 1 was transferred 
Green Scare- defendants a violent movement. I just sionate, earnest folk. little matter of how the to FCI Talladega Straight 

are starting to be released think the situation is not It was great drinking Sixth Most Pesticide In- to their Hble. Last month 

from jail (Thurston is al- that simple, not "black from a 'Spring, hanging tensive Crop, tobacco, is myself and many others 

ready out), a discussion and white." I think as in- out in alpine meadows, currently now evading ■ were placed into a new cell 

entitled “Advance Green dividuals and as a commu- being surrounded by gi- scrutiny and liabilities house. They have been 

Scare" was held at the nity we need to be free to ant trees and eating lots by massive and oppres- preparing to hold these 

recent RRR. We spent make up our own minds of. good food. My major sive prohibitions being USP SMU prisoners. I am 

a lot of time discussing about personal contact complaint isn't leveled dumped onto those who the only political prisoner 

the movement's "posi- with informants, while, at the organizers. It's at think and are told they among many men of vari- 


tion” on informants, 
but, equally as impor- 
tant, we also discussed 
post-prison support for 
the non-informants. 

,1 write this letter to 
clarify statements I made 
at that workshop. First 
off, I DO NOT SUPPORT 
SNITCHES. I do not write 


of course, being very care- 
ful about what we share 
with them. I do not think 
everyone should be pres- 
sured into walking in 
lock step with anti-snitch 
dogma. (Have we no 
compassion? Is there no 
chance for forgiveness or 
any chance to regain our 


my fellow crusty travel- 
ers, who attended in high 
number. What the fuck 
is up with showing up 
at the Rondy, eating and 
singing and going to a 
few workshops for a week, 
and then leaving the day 
before the action? Why 
didn't the Elliot Free State 


are just using tobacco. 

We have a New Prohibi- 
tion of yet another non- 
patented, public domain, 
natural plant staring us 
in the face... Reefer Mad- 
ness II... and it's depress-, 
ing that Earth First!, of all 
entities, hasn't jumped 
into the fray. But maybe I 


ous prison life stereotypes, 
beliefs, and anizations, if 
you know what I mean? 
I do not know of these 
. CMUs— but SMU's are 
what is described in EF!J 
on Page 24. .And There 
SMUs are an endless trap. 
Because I don't kiss ass or 
sign anything they have. 



to snitches or have any trust? Never ever?) 
commur licationwith any 

those statements because g gp: V-T ~ ;j2j Toj'lj 
they indicate my conflicted jpj’ — 1^*1 » 

What I said was that o ~ 

I had been a friend of ° 

Kevin Tubbs and that I 

planned to remain one. I ■* l£m||| 

have known Kevin since 

he moved to Eugene to mML 

work on the EF!J back in 

1994. Since that time we Kjjl 

have been friends, not 

great-friends but friends, .r*. 

I do not plan to increase Of all the friends- 
our friendship, but nei- turned-informants, I was 
ther do I plan to deny.it. closest to Lacey Philla- 
I know that Kevin has a baum. I will never speak 
huge heart and is one of to her again. What she 
the most compassionate did was cold, calculated 
animal rights activists I and severely despicable, 
have ever met. I believe I say this to indicate that 
the well-trained interroga- I plan to deal with the 
tors got the better of him, informants on a case- 
plain and simple. I be- by-case basis. The move- 
lieve he will regret for the ment needs to stand firm 
rest of his life his decision on snitching, but at the 
to talk. same time we need to 

This does not forgive be able to think for our- 
him for his actions, but selves and discriminate 
I won't blindly condemn between the informants 
him or completely cut and what information 
him out of my life either, they gave up. 

I do not condone his It is my hope that the 
snitching, nor do I think workshop and this letter 
he should be forgiven. I will open a dialog about 
think Kevin and all infor- the reality of living with 
mants should be cut off government informants, 
from any involvement so we can move past false 
with the movement and bravado and empty state- 
any participation in ac- ments. It is also my hope 
tivities or gatherings. By that the discussion will 
aiding the government in help me clear up my own 
sending one of our com- conflicted thoughts. I en- 
rades to prison, he gave courage you to talk about 
up that privilege. this in your community, 

Where I differ from write a letter to the EF!f, 
most people is that I- was and/or write to me at eu- 
friends with many of the genejim@gmail.com. 
informants before they Thanks, 
went over to the dark —Jim Flynn 

side. When " Kevin and 
others are released, some Dear Shit Fer Brains, 
of them will probably be I had a wdnderful time 
back living in my com- at the Rondy up in Casca- 
munity (Eugene). dia. I thought it was well- 

It is easy for folks who organized and seemed 
did not previously know well-attended by lots of 
these people personally to passionate folk. One of the 
say bullshit like "snitches best reasons I can think of 


W Since your smoking 

OBVIOUSLY CAUSED YOUR 
ILLNESS, WE CPlN’T 
COVER IT. AND. BY THE 
WAY, WERE RAISING gr* 

m YO °R Rates* ^Jl« 


ten thousand years of Na- . placed in a gladiator ring 
lateyy'ifrNl. ■ tive American tobacco use setting and I won. I did 

| t. for medicine and so forth, not use a weapon. I think 

iJ§L distraction from corporate folks in Earth First! can 

' --x ' • — .. crime, etc. It further "le- see why I'm here. 

B gitimizes" the devastating -Love, Oso Blanco 

| war on cannabis... and it 

8 makes the complicit gov- Dearest Shit for Brains, 

I emment sell-outs look like I'd -like to clarify some- 
I they "care" for our health, thing that there seems 
| Typical cigs are not "to- to be confusion about. 
|i u I bacco." They are Pesti- In the last EF!J there was 

■ fr I 1 -*-.’. ,**£- cide Pegs, Dioxin Dowels an annou ncement about 

' " ■ - - r. C ‘ «•»»' or Radiation Rods... and the Mobilization for Cli- 

The Rondy isn't just anar- Earth First!, protector of mate Justice (MCJ) that 
chist summer camp. nature and all, ought to sai( I, "Rising Tide beck- 

Being a crusty traveler note the distinction. °ns you to Copenhagen 

is great. Not needing to If one joins the "war on f° r the fifteenth UN Cli- 
work wage jobs means tobacco" one joins the mate Conference," We are 
you have tons of free time multi-faceted corporate war not beckoning anyone to 
to see the world, play in- on nature... whether one Copenhagen! Unless you 
struments, meet wonder- cares for "disgusting" cig are already in Europe, in 
ful people, whatever. But smoke or not. If one en- which case go for it! But as 
the reason to drop out ters a war on Industrially far as North America goes, 
of society-at-large is so contaminated, pesticide- we in the belly of the beast 
that you have time to do drenched, dioxin-deliver- 316 really the most well- 
volunteer activism. Oth- ing, radiation (!). positioned to have an im- 

erwise, it's just some enti- Delivering smoking prod- P ac t on the institutions, 
tied bullshit. So yeah, I'm ucts that may not even corporations and people 
calling bullshit on show- contain tobacco... well, most responsible for fil- 
ing up and eating and that's something else. That's eling the climate crisis 
playing and then drifting where I'd hope Earth First! ( an d all other manner of 
off to the next town to go would be. social oppression and eco- 

eat and play some more. See my "Fauxbacco" system destruction) right 
Clearly, some of you for more, www.fauxbacco. here at home. So as much 
all had to leave to go to blogspot.com. bin as European protests 

court dates, activist proj- -Best. John Jonik may be, if we're serious 

ects in other bio-regions, about being effective, we 

or other legitimate things DearEF! - need to get busy on some 

that called you away, I received a new Earth movement-building here 

but c'mon. Most of you First! Journal and I thank in the US. 

didn't. WTF. Stop making you very much. I feel espe- The MCJ has come to- 
crusties look like assholes, ciallyaffectedbythisarticle gether for this purpose— to 
K thanx. on Page 24, comunication help build a truly grassroots 

-Magpie Managment Units [a.k.a. climate justice movement 
CMUs] (S ee.EFIJ May-June, in North America that is led 
Dear Shit Fer Brains, 2009). I have myself been by environmental justice 

Yep... I've been sending sent to a Special Manage- groups and the communi- 
things... and sometimes get- ment Unit (SMU). Here in ties most affectedby pollu- 
ting them into the Journal Alabama they were prepar- tion, industry, capitalism, 
for... over 20 years. More, ing to open this SMU for and climate change. An 
I used to subscribe too... over two years. I was in effective movement needs 
but can't afford hardly the Hole in Colman One a broad base, and that 
any subscriptions, etc. any USP in Florida. And "put means organizing where 
more. Don't let your chil- in Secretly" by the Admin we're at! For more infor- 
dren. grow up to be Pro there. Then I was trans- mation, check out www. 
Bono Cartoonists. ferred October 7, 2008, to acttorcumatejustice.org. 

And... I've been out of "hold over" in Tallahas- Onward, 
contact because it's been see, Florida. Straight to -Abigail from Rising Tide North 
discouravinv that Earth the Hole. Two-and-a-half America 
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for the long cold Winter are put in place. In most of the natural 
world* proper piantm^Sn 'fhfekn the difference between life and 
death for the coming months. For mammals of all kinds it means 
“ it's time to start gathering food and start 
6 1 gaining Winter fat for warmth. Depending 

on your bioregion, wild edibles like winter 
\ squash, com, apples and a long list of roots 
are ripe for the picking. 


nscjay Wounfa 


I'** noi wofkiA^ ETfd. Tki 

once Ka 4 act.oo cawf’+ka 
rny frieo<i complained. 3bo„-k 


ToCe sV Deciders 


Ti/sf rt , 5 

was as bad as H 
radical 


Veal. Pl^ dW^fe 

kinds 


Woo- woo 


wwn dvoox J who 4 © yoo th»n Is .»v& 
OCe, FUe Rodenk LikeraHo/i VfrAf Nlo^ 

vJe’fe ■tie tab Rat t.beWhon 


U vse 1 


veal, leave em 
4ot floss shrtki 

buo'y l'^53 erj> ’ 


issue 


i ftowjUt youv^efe 
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Dear Friends, 

Last week I went to. 
my first "release class." 
It is odd that when you 
come to prison you go 
to classes about how to 
do time, how to avoid 
conflict with staff and 
inmates, how to avoid 
disease, sexual assault 
and other pitfalls. 

Then, just before you 
leave you go to classes to 
relearn how to be free. 
In between the two, you 
forget that you were even 
a part of the free world. 
Relationships by mail 
become normal; you are 
accustomed to rarely, if 
ever, seeing your loved 
ones. Violence is a way 


of life; you have no pri- 
vacy and are in constant 
oversight. Then one day, 
a computer program 
spits out your name be- 
cause it has calculated 
that you only have X 
amount of days left and 
you need to take release 
classes so that you can 
adjust to a completely 
different world with dif- 
ferent expectations. 

I'm fortunate, I don't 
need these classes, but 
many people do. 

No, my challenges 
will not come from re- 
entering society. I have 
not lost myself in here. 
I have amazing sup- 
port and will be coming 


home to my family and 
friends, my own place, 
a job, and school. Life 
is ready and waiting for 
me. My challenges will 
be reconciling that I have 
spent nearly a decade of 
my life in prison. 

I know that I have 
achieved a lot from be- 
hind these walls. That 
the strength of my sup- 
port, my contributions to 
eco-activism and the me- 
dia work I've done from 
prison are a testament 
to my accomplishments. 
It is these reasons that 
I carry my head high. I 
know that despite the 
hardships and obstacles 
I have fulfilled my duty 


to myself, my family, my 
beliefs and this struggle. 

I remain proud of the 
actions that brought me 
to prison. I am proud of 
my conduct as a politi- 
cal prisoner, never wa- ■ 
vering in my integrity. 

But it is difficult to 
come to terms with hav- 
ing sacrificed so much of 
my life only to return and 
find the battle still being 
waged. Our struggle to 
stop human-induced cli- 
mate change, pollution 
and environmental de- 
struction is far from over. 
Our struggle for social 
justice, human liberation 
and animal rights is far 
from complete. 


From time-to-time 
each of us must redefine 
Our commitment and 
contributions to activ- 
ism. We are not always 
capable of giving 110 
percent. What matters is 
that we continue to give 
what we can. 

After my release you 
may not find me on the 
front lines battling tooth 
arid nail to win. But 
whether in or out of pris- 
on I'll never stop standing 
up for what is right and 
doing my part to make 
this world a little better. 

I've given, hell, my life 
to these struggles I see no 
reason to stop there. 

-Jeffrey Free Luers 


a> 




Whal exactly is Mahon? 


Fall is here, and that means harvesting! The September-October 
issue of the Earth First! Journal coincides with the Celtic holiday 
Mabon, more commonly referred to as the Autumn Equinox. Just 
as with every season, there are distinct beauties to be found in the 
wild during Autumn. Depending on your bioregion, the leaves on 
the trees are starting to turn colors and a crisp wind is weaving 
through them. Here in the desert it means picking prickly pears 
very carefully and gathering mesquite pods to be ground into flour. 
Late Summer and early Autumn also means that much of the desert 
is covered with green life, as the Summer monsoons have covered 
the land in water. 

The Solstices and Equinoxes are floating days, which means every 
year they are on different dates. This year the Autumn Equinox Falls 
on September 22. On the Equinoxes the day and the night are per- 
fectly balanced in their length. 

Also, as this is the start of Autumn for the northern Hemisphere, 
it's the time of year when the second harvests are coming and plans 

i place. In most of the natural 
" 1 difference 


But what does this 
mean to activists? What 
does it mean to Eafrth 
Firstlers? Well, if you're 
involved in an anti- 
road campaign, it means 
that the construction may temporary halt. If you're involved with a 
treesit, the Fall also means that warmer clothes will be needed and 
ground support should start bringing warm teas. For travelers this 
could mean heading south to work with Earth First! chapters that 
need help such as Everglades EF! in Florida, Chuk'shon EF! in Ari- 
zona, or the newly formed Southern Californian EF!. And let's not 
forget projects like No More Deaths, leaving water and aid for our 
friends crossing the border. These could also be your last fleeting mo- 
ments for action before Winter comes. With the ending of Summer 
and the cold on the way, one can't help but feel the urgency to make 
one last stab at the monsters destroying the wild. 

All of this is rather northern-hemisphere-centric, as it -is actually 
the start of Spring for our friends in the South. The Winter is ending 
there and warmth is coming back to the land. 

There is one common thing here, though, between the start of 
Autumn and the start of Spring (besides that the day and night is 
equal), these changes in the seasons mean that actions can be hap- 
pening! Whether it is your last action for the season or start of a 
whole storm of them, make it happen with a bang! 



on cook mountain 

by Dea eroded the young peaks — which once rivaled and herbs. Vickie Cook Stewart, Danny's sis- 

the Himalayas — into rolling hills, plant and ter, recalls long afternoons gardening when 
Madison Cook's miniature hands were tree remains deep under the surface meta- elementary school let out. All along the 
covered in the sooty remains of a, lump of- morphosed into West Virginia's most valu- windy roads that criss-cross the coalfields, 
bituminous coal. She had been collecting able fuel resource: bituminous coal. abundant^ well-maintained gardens are 

treasures all down the road — a yellow spotted The southern Appalachians escaped the planted next to homes. Self-sufficiency has 

salamander, a turkey feather, a magenta glaciations of the Pleistocene epochs and been characteristic of Appalachian moun- 
leaf— and this was her latest find. But unlike have been harboring life for over 200 million taineering culture for generations; southern 
the other members of her Sunday afternoon years longer than anywhere else in the United West Virginia was — until the construction of 
collection, the coal wasn't found in the States. When the glaciers receded, this pocket train lines and the introduction of industrial 
biodiverse Appalachian forest that blanketed of mixed mesophytic hardwood served as coal mining around the time of the Civil 
part of Cook Mountain. Rather, chunks and the mother forest for all of North America: War — virtually inaccessible to outsiders, 
pebbles of the infamous fuel littered the top Today, the second-growth hardwood forest With the influx of coal operations and 
of the high wall that marked the edge of an that has swallowed the remnants of the miners, gardens became both a tool and 
advancing mountaintop removal site. Cook family bam and fence line is part of hindrance in resistance to tightly-controlled 

Several hundred feet behind us sat the Cook one of the most biodiverse ecosystems on company town life, which edged on totali- 
family cemeteries, where 29 of Madison's the continent. Oak, maple and white pine tarianism. Homegrown vegetables and fruit 
ancestors lay at rest. In late June, her uncle, are among the 30 tree species that shade afforded miners nutritional autonomy from 
Danny Cook, discovered the access roads — the forest floor in a single patch of woods, the company store and its inflated prices 
required to be maintained by West Virginia The understory is choked with ground (in some cases three times the market rate), 
law — blocked by five steep, human-made cover, ginseng and ramps, punctuated by Simultaneously, gardening contests were 
berms of mud and tree trunks. On the dirt mushrooms and berry bushes. White-tailed organized by coal operators to occupy the 
road directly alongside the cemeteries, Ho- deer and black bears traverse these forests, miners' time, preventing them from orga- 
rizon Resources LLC, the company mining and over 100 species of fish once filled West nizing with the United Mine Workers of 
Cook Mountain, drilled holes to ascertain Virginia's streams. America (UMWA). 

how deep down the coal seams lay. Should * Ninety-five percent of Appalachian forests Miners in the unincorporated towns of 
Horizon get its way, explosives will blast have been logged or cleared — primarily for southern West Virginia rented two-family 
away the bones of the dead, exposing a thin agriculture and industry — in the past 200 company houses, purchased their goods at 
strip of coal that will be mined and years, and only, a few hectares of old growth the company store in company-issued scrip 
Goal company loaded onto a train, to be burned remain. Where agricultural land has been tokens, attended company churches headed 
executives have quickly and cheaply in a factory or widely abandoned, second-growth forests by coal-paid preachers, and were disciplined 
Dubliclv likened the p^ ant - Because the Cooks do not have taken root. While they do not rival and bullied by company mine guards. Where 
■ y . own mineral rights to their ances- the biodiversity of old-growth ecosystems, the police weren't willing to enforce the 

movement against ^. a j moun t a in, and are unsure of the pioneer forests of the southern Appala- whims of the operators, mine guards and 
mountaintop re- their surface rights, Horizon Re- chians have come back strong, replenishing company-hired detectives were called upon 
moval to war and sources is free to decimate it. the mountainsides with unusual numbers of to kick families out of their homes and, in 

being under siege; F rom the high wall, mines plant and animal species. While the forests some cases, assassinate UMWA organizers, 
npwsnanprs havp stretc h almost as far as the eye can survived extensive logging, they will not be The fascist nature of life in company towns 
" ■ u see. They are barren wastelands of able to survive the physical removal of the led to a difference in priorities “between 

referred to It as an- brown earth, with dramatic drop- land by explosive-wielding strip-mining ma- southern West Virginia union men and 
Other Mine War." off points where machinery digs chines the size of several-story buildings*. UMWA miners elsewhere. A high demand 
in to the heart of the mountain And neither will Appala chian cul ture. for , workers afforded miners decent pay and 

to reach the coal. Mountaintop removal The Cooks that traversed the mountaintop ample job opportunities — if the company 
mining began in the 1970s, prompted by the that Sunday afternoon were raised in James dissatisfied them, they could often move to 
1973 and 1979 petroleum crises, and became Creek Hollow down below, but they still another town and coal operation. The miners 
widespread when the desire for high-sulfur climbed the mountain throughout their in West Virginia — a few from the old hill 
coal increased in the 1990s. Since then, childhood and adolescence to have picnics, clans, and many migrants from other parts of 
bulldozers and draglines have plagued to visit their ancestors, to hunt and to forage, the country and world — focused on fighting 
the mountaintops of West Virginia and In the Spring and Summer, they search for the mine guard system and demanding fair 
Kentucky, laying waste to a stretch of mixed morchella esculatite, the gourmet mushrooms weighing of their hauls and political clout, 
mesophytic forest and ridges comparable to colloquially known as Molly Moochers or UMWA members in southern West Vir- 
the size of Delaware. morels. The Cook family and friends set up ginia sought the autonomy that was a cor- 

The mountain Floyd and Mary Walker hunting platforms in trees, putting venison nerstone of mountaineer history and culture. 
Cook settled in the 1840s is part of the Appa- on the family table. West Virginia's most Some of labor history's proudest moments — 
lachians, born 480 million years ago, during renowned medicinal plant, ginseng, and its including the Battle of Blair Mountain, the 
the earliest North American orogeny. Mega- beloved and stinky allium, ramps, have been largest armed insurrection in United States 
flora peat bogs and wetland marshes that gathered with aplomb by mountaineering history since the Civil War — played out in 
bordered the ancient coastline prior to the families for generations. the coalfields. And yet, King Coal continued 

mountain-forming plate collision became In the hollow, the Cooks grew gardens, to run rampant through the hills and hol- 
buried under the range. As climate and life from which they harvested fresh produce lows, uprooting the Earth and laying the 



Active mountaintop-removal coal mining on Kayford Mountain. 
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groundwork for environmental degradation 
and economic impoverishment. 

Pro-coal proponents argue that coal fuels 
West Virginia, although mountaintop re- 
moval and strip mining only employ three 
percent of all West Virginians and mining 
jobs have dropped about 30 percent since 
the wane of underground mining. The de- 
struction of the mountains prevents the 
development of new industries, including 
agriculture and eco-tourism. Coal is impov- 
erishing most West Virginians, not enriching 
them. Abandoned buildings line West Vir- 
ginia Route 3, which winds through former 
company towns in the Coal River Valley. 

Examples of health risks are never ending: 
Prenter Hollow is just 21 miles by road from 
James Creek, where residents drink water 
poisonous enough to tarnish new pennies 
in minutes and leave five-year-old children 
toothless. Eleven thousand acres of mining 
sites have cracked family wells, and slurry 
injections have seeped into the main water 
supply. Ninety-eight percent of Prenter 
Hollow adults suffer from bladder problem’s; 
and bizarre cancers are disturbingly common. 
Marsh Fork Elementary School, in Raleigh 
County, is nestled between a plurality of 
dangerous coal operations. Elementary school 
students sit 150 feet from a coal silo and train 


This is a washed out road in Mingo County, 
tracks, next to the Goals Processing Plant and 
just below Massey's leaking Shumate Sludge 
Impoundment. Strip-mine blasting is to begin 
just above the impoundment, increasing the 
risk of flooding exponentially, although mine 
officials deny that possibility. 

It's happened before. In 1972, a 30-foot- 
high, 132 million-gallon wall of water cas- 
caded into Buffalo Creek Hollow, Logan 
County, from the flooded sludge dams that sat 
above the community. The dam burst — just 
four days after a US mine inspector declared 
it satisfactory — taking 125 of the hollow's 
5,000 lives with it. This past May, the Rawl 
and Thacker mines in Mingo County caused 
extensive flooding. Luckily, no lives were lost. 
Coal CEOs and politicians have taken to call- 
ing the dangerous surges catalyzed by mining 
operations "acts of God." 

What is happening on Cook Mountain is 
happening across Appalachia — King Coal 
is leveling four hundred million years of 
geologic work with draglines, bulldozers 
and explosives. It's destroying livelihoods 
’ arid tearing tip- gardefi%;‘ 'Cemeteries and' 1 
ancient forests. It moves swiftly and force- 
fully, exempt from laws and reason, with 
a single goal: the maximization of profit 
before the thin coal seams beneath the 
mountains run out. When all the plunder 


West Virginia — the result of strip-mining above the town. 

has been taken, the companies will leave, a 
trail of destruction in their wake. 

But His Majesty is scared — his actions have 
not gone unnoticed. In the hollows, locals 
are organizing and fighting for clean air and 
water, employing science, publicity and the 
courts. Others have gone Up to the moun- 
tains, locking themselves to machinery and 
trespassing on company property. Coal com- 
pany executives have publicly likened the 
movement against mountaintop removal to 
war and being under siege; newspapers have 
referred to it as "another Mine War." 

The hills of West Virginia echo with a rich 
history of resistance. It was in these coal 
fields that thousands of miners battled on 
the slopes of Blair Mountain. That battle 
was preceded and followed by hundreds of 
smaller skirmishes — the miners of West Vir- 
ginia could not be quieted. As King Coal 
makes his last stand in these hills, let's go by 
road and railroad track to stand in solidarity 
with the people of Appalachia, With creativ- 
ity and a diversity of tactics, let's fight until 
the last piece of machinery has been driven 
down from the mountaintop with nothing 
left to do but rust. 

To learn more about the ongoing action 
campaign in southern West Virginia, visit 

WWW.CLIMATEGROUNDZERO.ORG. 


FIGHTING TOOTH AND NAIL FOR TASMANIA’S FORESTS 


continued from page 1 
Tasmania, the state-owned logging com- 
pany, has been desperate to make the first 
cut into the valley. Logging plans are two 
years behind as a result of the blockade. 

On January 12, 50 poli'ce turned up at 
camp to begin a bust that went on for three 
weeks. It took Police Search and Rescue three 
days to dismantle protective infrastructure, 
including structures attached to treesits, 
three car dragons and a "marsupial mole" 
down a tunnel dug under the contentious 
logging road. 

Police tensioned off the structures 
attached to treesits and left the treesitters 
there while work on the road commenced. 
Many more structures going to the original 
treesits would pop up in the night, lasting 
only hours before being dismantled by the 
police the next morning. The treesitters 
stayed up the entire three weeks in some 
cases, and changeovers were pulled off 
successfully a few times in certain trees to 
relieve "sodden possums" from their 160- 
foot-high perch. 

Over the coming weeks; dozens of people 
were arrested engaging in direct action to 
stop forestry machinery from constructing 
the road. Sunday rallies were held each week, 
with people attending from Tasmania's capital 
city, Hobart, and from all over the state. Five 
hundred people defied Forestry's "Exclusion 
Zone." and marched into the forest to stop 
logging machinery for the day. Only a dozen 
or so were summonsed to appear in court. 


After more than three weeks of daily actions, 
old-growth forest smashing and constructing 
enough road to log the first of 10 logging 
coupes, Forestry Tasmania pulled out. 

We thought it was a little odd they wouldn't 
just start the coupe after enough road was 
built, rather than let us set everything back 
up and make it harder for them again. 
However, we took advantage of the sudden 
return to peace, and the rest of the summer 
was spent creating even more elaborate and 
numerous structures and treesits. 

Several lame attempts by police to remove 
the blockade and people from the area over 
the coming months failed, but we knew that 
the inevitable giant bust with huge police 
numbers was coming soon. 

In early May, Forestry Tasmania came back 
into the area to log the coupe. A huge police 
operation that lasted a whole month accom- 
panied Forestry Tasmania's bulldozers, chain 
saws and logging trucks. Almost every log- 
ging truck that left the area got a police es- 
cort of a dozen cops jogging alongside! The 
cops had a mobile cop shop bus parked in 
the clear-fell so they could process arrestees 
on site. The operation sucked most of the 
state's police resources for the month of May 
as they maintained a constant 24-hour pres- 
ence in the logging area. Of course, when 
the police association complained about the 
drain on resources, Tasmania's state govern- 
ment blamed us. 

Such a massive police presence made it a 
lot harder to pull off stop-work actions. The 


logging of the first coupe was happening 
at unprecedented rates. Twelve logging 
machines were in there; Usually you'd expect 
three or four for a coupe that size. The 
machines were locked into a big steel cage 
each night to protect them from us. The cage 
was penetrated successfully. However, these 
extreme measures like cages and 24-hour 
cop supervision for a whole month did make 
things a little harder. 

More than 300 people attended a peace- 
ful community walk-in action on Mother's 
Day that saw 22 people from the local 
community arrested for entering the ex- 
clusion zone. Fifty people bush-walked 
through the forest into the exclusion zone 
and stopped work for the day. More than 
80 people have been arrested in the Upper 
Florentine this year. 

Logging 61 acres of the 122-acre coupe 
took about three weeks with police 
supervision until the very last truck left. 
Camp Florentine was set back up in the 
weeks after Forestry Tasmania's withdrawal, 
with a treesit and three monopoles 
blocking the road. The remaining 61 acres 
are likely to be logged this Summer. Nine 
more coupes of similar size remain in the 
valley. Camp Florentine and Still Wild Still 
Threatened will continue to blockade the 
Upper .Florentine Valley's old-growth forest. 
Come and give us a hand in protecting 
these ancient temperate ecosystems. 

Check out www.stillwildstillthreatened.org for 
more information. 
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Dear Ned, 

Like almost everyone else here in Appa- 
lachia, I live near a big ole Mountaintop 
Removal site. And I've got reasons to sus- 
pect that the coal companies might be vio- 
lating a lot of worker safety regulations, or 
the details of their environmental permits. 
I was wondering what you knew about get- 


Dear 


ting in close to take a peek at what was go- 
ing on? 

-Samwise 

Well Samwise, 

I remember back in 1811 when us stock- 
ingers used to take pride in our work. And 
heck, were we ever mad when we found 
out that people were using new-fangled 
machines to make really crappy versions 
of what we made so carefully. And, if I was 
a mineworker today, I'd feel similar. From 
what I hear they've laid off almost every- 
body and replaced 'em with explosives. And 
even still, lots of surface miners are being 
hurt and killed.every year. So my hat's off to 
you, wanting to make sure that these sites 
are following proper precautions. 

I happen to have a little pamphlet called 
Exploring Surface Mines sitting in front of me, 
and since I don't know where you can get 
your own copy, let me give you a couple of 
the highlights. First of all, on safety: 

"Rule #1 is: Never go alone, and always 
make sure someone off the mine site knows 
where you are and when to expect you back. 
Make sure that person can be reached by 
phone by you, the police, or the hospital. 

"Avoid the tops and bottoms of highwalls.- 
These artificial cliffs are constantly being 
eroded by weather, blasting, and truck traf- 
fic. Large chunks fall off regularly! 

"Avoid the tops, bottoms, and middle of any 
very steep slope that is made of uncompacted 
dirt, rubble, and boulders and has no plants 
anchoring the surface. Landslides are a fre- 
quent occurrence on mine sites, especially — 
but not only — after wet weather. 

"Avoid drainages during wet weather. 
Flash floods can occur because all the 
moisture-absorbing plants and soil have 
been scraped off the site. Entire towns 
have been wiped off the map by floods due 
to mining activities. 

"Steep spoil slops, valley fills, rock, dirk, 
and debris piles that have not been com- 
pacted may slip, slide, or collapse when you 
walk on them; 

"Slash piles often border a site, put there 
when bulldozers came in and pushed all the 
trees and topsoil out to the edge before min- 
ing. These treacherous piles of snake habi- 
tat should be traversed with care, especially 
when wet. They will be in various stages of 
rot and may not hold your weight. It's gen- 
erally wise to avoid slash piles in your route, 
if only because it will take so much time to 
traverse safely. 

"Watch out for snakes, not so much on the 
sites themselves but the surrounding forest. 

"Explosions! Large amounts of explosives 
are used daily on active mine sites. Mobile 
drilling machines drill holes in the ground 


in an area that the miners want to remove. 
The holes are filled with a mixture of am- 
monium nitrate and diesel fuel (called 
ANFO), then detonators are wired up to all 
the holes and the holes are filled in. The 
blasting crew then ensures that all people 
and vehicles are out of the way, then they 
issue a series of timed blast warnings over 
the radio and via siren. (Note: although si- 
ren warnings are required, they may not 
actually be sounded — or may not be loud 
enough for you to hear.) When the proper 
time arrives, they push a button on their 
control box and the explosion occurs. 

"The safest way to learn where and 
when blasting is going to occur on a mine 
site is to listen in on the blast crew's ra- 
dio conversations. 

"Mines generally blast at about the same 
time in the late afternoon, for reasons of 
safety and workflow. Do not bet your life on 
this general rule! 

"Multiple blasts may occur in one day 
at different work sites on the same mine. 
Drill rigs in operation will show you where 
blasts will occur in the future — maybe 
within hours. 

"If you run across a series of open circu- 
lar holes many feet deep but less than a foot 
wide, you have found blasting holes. If they 
are filled and have wires hooked up between 
them get out fasti 

"If you hear a siren you should find a solid 
object (machine, tree, hill, ditch, etc.) to put 
between yourself and the blast zone. 

"After the blast is over you should still wait 
awhile behind your shelter to avoid getting 
hit by flyrock. 

"Blasting usually does not occur at night, 
but drilling may go on at all hours. 

"Always keep track of drill rigs, the engines 
of destruction. Blasting always follows drilling. 

"Blasting often creates cracks in the 
earth, sometimes hundreds of feet from 
the blast zone. These cracks can be huge 
but more often are about one to two feet 
wide, a few too many feet long, and over 
six feet deep. They are hard to spot at night 
or after a couple of seasons of dead leaves 
cover them. 

"Underground mine passages, abandoned 
years earlier, can collapse into sinkholes 
when disturbed by strip mining activities 
above and nearby. 

"Avoid falling off a cliff at night! Watch 
where you put your feet. Plan your route. 
Use a stick if you are unsure about where 
you're stepping. Never go where you can't 
see. Go slow. Go night hiking in safer places, 
off mine sites, beforehand as practice." 


And all of that is only a partial list of the 
dangers at mine sites! I'll just skim the rest of 
that pamphlet and give you some highlights 
from the rest of it, yeah? 

Never go alone. Army studies have con- 
cluded that two, people in the field are 
four times as effective as one person in the 
field. This way, you only need one of lots 
of things: GPS, binoculars, camera, tarp, 
sleeping bag (one person naps while the 
other keeps watch, you see!). You should 
both bring map and compass. And know 
how to use them! It is your responsibility 
to not get lost. . 

Prepare by staring at maps, google earth, 
whatever you can get your hands on. Insider 
information, or just advice from folks who've 
been in the area, is a great idea. Find out what 
the weather will be. Get a dull-colored day- 
pack. Good boots, long sleeves, long pants. 
Leather gloves will help with briars. Bug spray, 
trail food. Plenty of water. 

Figure out how to, get dropped off, or where 
to leave'a car. Make sure that whoever is go- 
ing to pick you up has a radio and a good 
alarm clock. 

You want to explore the site from every 
angle, depending on what you're scouting 
for. Don't be afraid to take multiple trips. 

Active coal sites are usually running 
24/7. They have security personnel. Usu- 
ally, one guard will be at the entrance in 
the guard shack and one or two might 
be driving around in a truck or All Ter^ 
rain Vehicle (ATV). Most workers won't 
get out of their vehicles, except for the 
blasting crew, and occasionally supervi- 
sors and engineers. 

Nighttime is often best. Go slow. Don't 
get tunnel-vision: look around you. Always 
know which side of the road to take cover 
on if someone is coming. Bring a flash- 
light, but avoid using it. Don't use a cam- 
era flash. 

Mine site workers often use walkie-talkies. 
These can be overheard on your own walkie- 
talkies. Figure out what channels they use. 
Pay attention to blast crew channels, and su- 
pervisor channels. The latter are important 
because that might be where you hear that 
you've been spotted! 

Whew! What a lot of information. And 
that's just the start. But you can scout sur- 
face mine sites to see if the companies are 
breaking laws, and you can scout surface 
mine sites to better plan your own civil 
disobedience, banner hangs, or more, er, 
direct forms of earth-saving resistance! So 
good luck! 

-Ned 


Page 8 Earth First l Mahon 2009 




September-October 2009 Earth First! Page 9 


Italians Fight Against 
Global Governance 

The Group of 8 (G8) summit 
of the world's eight most power- 
ful nations was held this July in 
Italy and met with massive resis- 
tance. The police preemptively 
arrested at, least 21 organizers of 
the protests, but universities in 
Venice and Rome were occupied 
in response. 

Two anarchists and 37 "sym- 
pathizers" were arrested on July 
3, allegedly having planned to 
attack a railway line by tossing 
homemade iron couplers over 
the electrical cables above the 
tracks and to short-circuit the 
railway. They were caught in a 
stolen car with these couplers 
and/or grapples. 

But despite these preemptive 
arrests, and police drones with 
the creepy name of "Predator," 
thousands of people protested 
quite militantly against the 
G8. They attempted to storm a 
proposed US military base, and 
generally causing such a ruckus 
that the rest of the G8 — led by 
the US — are considering kick- 
ing Italy out of the global gov- 
ernance club. Turns out that 
radicals aren't the only ones 
who can be turned against 
their allies. 


Nigerian Rebels Blow Up 
Terminals and Pipelines 

Not everyone is fighting 
against free trade through pro- 
test. On June 19, the Movement 
for the Emancipation of the Ni- 
ger Delta (MEND) demolished 
an oil pipeline owned by Agip, 
an Italian gas company. In order 
to do so, they first overpowered 
a gunboat of seven Nigerian 
soldiers, disarmed them and 
"disabl[ed] the boat by explo- 
sives," but spared the enemy 
soldiers' lives. 

On June 29, MEND blew up 
Shell Oil's Forcados Terminal; 
on July 5, they struck again and 
destroyed a Chevron pipeline. 
They did these actions as part of 
their campaign to localize con- 
trol of natural resources and to 
hold foreign oil companies ac- 
countable for all of the pollu- 
tion that they have caused. In 


response to government crack- 
down against civilians they have 
declared "all-out war" against 
the Nigerian government, who 
they consider to be corrupt and 
to be making themselves rich at 
the expense of the people and 
the earth. Nigeria is Africa's 
largest producer of oil. 


Anti-Nuke Folks In The 
UK Blockade Weapon 
Manufacturer 

On July 15, a combination of 
lock-downs, super-glue, bike- 
locks, junker cars and courage 
managed to shut down all five 
gates at the Aldermaston Atom- 
ic Weapons Establishment in 
the UK, some for -hours. There 
were a total of 11 arrests, but at 
least two folks on bicycles man- 
aged to deploy locks on a gate 
and get away. 


A Wave of Bossnappings 
in Europe 

Union workers at the likes of 
3M, Sony and everyone's favor- 
ite earth-destroyer, Caterpillar, 
decided that they wouldn't lie 
down without a fight. As the 
companies closed offices across 
Europe, they gave terrible sev- 
erance packages to the rank- 
and-file, but the executives of 
course were doing just fine. 
Well, the executives were do- 
ing just fine until the workers 
locked them in their offices. 
The rank-and-file demanded — 
and received — a much bet- 
ter deal before releasing their 
bosses unharmed. 


FLAM Tears Shit Up 

Frente de Liberation Anihnal 
Mexico (FLAM) has been quite 
busy these past few months. 
They have burned down a 
Kentucky Fried Chicken (KFC) 
warehouse and set a bullfight- 
ing museum alight. Six meat 
market stalls had their locks 
glued, a KFC had its locks glued 
while customers ate inside, and 
a slaughterhouse had one of 
its trucks burned to ash — four 
different times. Additionally, a 
dairy shop and warehouse were 


burned and two fur stores were 
torched on the same night. 


ELF Mexico Aims Not To 
Be Outdone 

The day before the election, 
Eco-Arsonists For The Liberation 
Of The Earth (EpLT) set fire to 
two luxury cars belonging to a 
wealthy earth-destroyer. A week 
later, this group placed an in- 
cendiary bomb in the doorway 
of the offices of Sabritas, pro- 
ducers of transgenic vegetables 
for junk food who are currently 
threatening woodlands. 

Elsewhere, the Frente de Lib- 
eracidn de la Tierra (FLT) burned 
the truck of a forest-killing 
politician. In Mexico City, Lud- 
ditas Contra La Domesticacion de 
la Naturaleza Salvaja (Luddites 
Against the Domestication of 
Wild Nature) a cell of the ELF, 
glued the locks of telecommu- 
nications conglomerate Telmex, 
then returned the next day with 
a bomb tossed through the win- 
dow, ignoring the sign that had 
been hastily placed outside the 
facility that claimed any attack 
on Telmex would be consid- 
ered an attack on the channels 
of communication and would 
therefore be a federal crime. 

Over the course of a week, at- 
tacks were taken against four dif- 
ferent bank ATMs throughout 
the city. The "windows of a bank 
were smashed and another bank- 
had a false bomb placed inside 
of it. Also, a cop car was nearly 
set alight (the incendiary was 
discovered before it went off). 


ALF Elsewhere In The 
World 

In Germany, two foxes were 
liberated from a dachshund 
training compound, saved from 
a life of being chased by hounds 
every day. 

Sixty-five hens were freed 
from battery cages in the 
Czech Republic, along with 40 
in the Netherlands. 

A circus in Ireland had its ve- 
hicles sabotaged, its locks glued, 
and its wires cut. 

Horse-race trucks had their 
tires flattened and a hunting 


club was burned to the ground 
in Sweden. 

A meat exporter in Australia 
had its locks glued and its build- 
ing defaced. 

In France, a professional 
butcher school had its vehicles, 
the hot-water heater and part of 
the cold-storage system burned. 


Greek Town Fights 
Against Open Refuse 
Dump 

In the Greek region of Gram- 
matico, locals are mad as hell 
about an open refuse dump that 
they're being stuck with by the 
goyefnment. In fact, the gov- 
ernment declared that any op- 
position to the exploitation of 
natural resources is treason. The 
locals fought back, torching cor- 
porate vehicles at the site. When 
police tried to suppress protests, 
they were met with rocks and 
Molotov cocktails. Among those 
arrested was the mayor of one of 
the local villages. 


Anti-HLS Hackers Take 
Action 

(excerpted from Hack This 
Zine #7: hackbloc.org) , 

A group calling itself Hikers 
for Total Liberation has started 
several actions against the no- 
torious Huntington Life Sci- 
ence (HLS) corporation, which 
is guilty of torturing and abus- 
ing animals. Among their ac- 
tions are attempts to infect 
research computer systems 
within Berkejey with a destruc- 
tive virus as well as launch an 
electronic sit-in against HLS 
websites. Here is an excerpt 
from one of the communiques 
they have released: - 

"It is time to buy new comput- 
ers, and after that, save yourself 
the hassle that will follow and 
get the fuck out of this cat kill- 
ing lab. The lab where kittens 
as young as six weeks live in 
daily fear and trauma from the 
violence that you are respon- 
sible for. The cats in stereotaxic 
devices with holes drilled into 
their skulls are what drives us 
and we will do anything to end 
your torture." . 


They will not do anything about us 
because we slip away like water. . . 
We will give anything, ev^n life, for 
a natural and wild- world !-flam 





munity solidarity. By dropping money for the movement, civil 
the terrorism charges against litigation seeks to make connec- 
tions to systemic issues of police 
violence and to change the nar- 
rative of what happened in the 
streets during the convention. 

Certainly, civil litigation is not 
a solution to state violence, nor 
will it protect us in the streets or 
give us back the time and energy 
that has been stolen from us 
while we fight to keep ourselves 
and our friends out of jail. None- 
theless, suing the state effectively 
hits the city bureaucrats where 
it hurts them most — their cof- 
fers and their careers. Lawsuits 
from previous mass mobiliza- 
to force people into accept- tions such as Seattle and Los 
ing plea deals by wearing them Angeles have succeed in wrest- 
down with endless court dates ing millions of dollars from the 

state's insurance companies and 
have changed policing practices 
in many cities. In addition, lo- 
ef- cal despots like Bob Fletcher can 
lose their power and paychecks 
from successful lawsuits. Civil 

the TwhrCitiesT The people who actrofproperty^destructionhave town arrestees, many of whom litigation is one of a variety of 
have been targeted by state re- been described by the whitewash have had to move here in order strategies that we are using to 
pression and prosecution, along Heffelfinger-Luger Report as "the to fight their cases. The RNC push back against those who 
with their supporters, cany on most frightening moment(s) prosecutors have deliberately would have us imprisoned in 
the fight that was sparked by riot of the convention." Of course, dragged out the cases of anest- jails and "free speech zones." 
police last August. Twenty-five such statements overlook the ees in order to eke out the pleas The ongoing militarization 
people (including the RNC 8) are pre-emptive raids, state-spon- that they would not otherwise of the Twin Cities that was en- 
still being prosecuted in Ramsey sored shutdown of downtown be able to acquire. One arrestee abled by the delegates' arrival 
County, and until their charges and hundreds of brutal injuries flew up from Miami six times remains the untold aftermath 
are dropped and state repression caused by police. In addition, to fight a simple misdemeanor of the Republican National 
ends, the RNC will remain ever- this attempted vilification of before he eventually was un- Convention. Police brutality 
present here in Minnesota. felony defendants seeks to able to return and had to take a continues unchecked as they 

The court solidarity strategy draw lines between "good" plea. CRASS's travel fund, which turn their RNC weaponry and 
that was formed in the hectic and "bad" protestors and to pays for arrestee plane tickets, crowd control devices onto 
days immediately following the weaken our solidarity. We will has helped ameliorate this situ- the low income and people 
RNC has been one of the most not, however, give up on our ation, but this has nonetheless of color communities of our 


sak n rjhy n fi fTMTl V MIT Tcr? the eight, Gaertner has sought 

HI in /MM \n| II II y I f to re£ hice media attention and 
\2- jjSk H QAl/n\m OTJnr JULfO U community pressure surround- 
^ JgSsk OriXl £ ing the case. However, people in 

wll I Alta a a the Twin Cities -and across the 

United States remain strongly 

■phi. \ hearts of the prosecutors. behind the co-defendants and 

The abysmal failure of pros- regularly attend Gaertner's pub- 
ecutorial efforts has pushed the lie events to remind her of our 
. state into new strategies of judi- opposition against her attempts 

cial repression. Politicians and at thoughtcrime prosecution, 
bureaucrats (many of whose ca- One of the most difficult chal- 
pl^^****^ reers are riding on their affiliation lenges of our court solidarity 

with the RNC) are desperately strategy stems from the very na- 
BY Lindsey From seeking to justify the $50 million ture of the "justice" system. This 

x n r-’DAcc in federal funds that was spent slow moving process is designed 

1 WIN CITIES CKAbb on RNC policing. Since they can 

The one year anniversary barely seem to convict anyone, 
of the Republican National malicious prosecution^ scape- 
Convention (RNC) is quickly goating and retaliatory charges and a "trial call" system which 
approaching. Despite having have become favored strategies requires you to be on two-hour 
faded from the national head- of the local court system. notice for weeks at a time. The 

lines, the RNC and its aftermath The prosecution openly seeks financial and emotional 
still define much of daily life for to "make an example" out of the fects of this structure have been 
the radical community here in felony defendants whose alleged particularly difficult for out-of- 


effective community responses friends and comrades who are been the most difficult hurdle cities. Our work must always 

to mass anest in recent memory, facing the brunt of RNC-related for coordinating effective court make connections to the ev- 

The best defense against state judicial targeting. solidarity and helping people eryday faces of police violence 

repression is a collective one, Of the 21 felony defendants fight their charges. and state repression, and we 

and arrestees organized to fight originally charged, two cases In an obvious effort to cover have begun to engage in these 
their charges en masse. This strat- have been dropped and one their asses against future lawsuits, struggles through coalition 
egy has succeeded in tying up person has been convicted for in June the city of St. Paul filed work with local anti-police- 
the court system and forcing the the unarrest incident from Sep- criminal charges against four ad- violence organizers. However, 
state to drop large numbers of tember 1. This conviction is ditional people. One of these, to our detriment, we have not 
cases against protestors. In con- currently being appealed. As Elliot Hughes, was beaten by been able to achieve this on the 
nection with the RNC 8 Defense this article is being written, sheriff's deputies in the Ramsey scale needed to effectively fight 
Committee, . the Community the RNC support community County jail while incarcerated, against systemic white suprem- 
RNC Arrestee Support Structure holds its breath in anticipa- and his case has attracted me- acy and classism. 

(CRASS) coalition was created tion of the trial of our friend dia attention and been a thorn In addition, we seek to con- 
to help coordinate legal support and CRASS member Jesse James in the side of Ramsey County nect our struggles to those of 
and court solidarity. Mass com- Forrey, whose trial is set to be- Sheriff Bob Fletcher. These defen- political prisoners elsewhere, 
munity meetings', lawsuits, the gin on August 3. Milwaukee dants had previously signaled to The parallels between the RNC 
creation and maintaining of in- co-defendants Christina Vana the city their intent to sue over 8 and Green Scare conspiracy 
temet archives, and rummage and Karen Meissner have a their treatment during the RNC. defendants highlight the na- 
sale fundraisers have been a few trial date set for the end of Au- If any of them are found guilty, tionwide commonalities of the 
of the varied forms that support gust. Their co-defendant David or plea to a criminal charge, it state’s repressive campaigns 
work has taken over the past Mahoney is currently serving will be difficult if not impossible against political organizers and 
year. And though there is much a sentence from a plea deal he for them to successfully pursue activists. We are privileged to 
yet to be done, there can be no took in order to return home to their claims against the state, have both local and national 
doubt that we are winning. his native England, and is set to These retaliatory charges seek support for our struggles, 

Of the 818 people arrested be released back to his friends to discourage others from fil- which allow us the energy and 
during the convention, only and family on September 2. ing civil suits, and are obviously resources to fight back as effec- 
one person has been successfully In addition, Matt DePalma, motivated by the fear of people tively as we have been able to 
convicted at trial. In addition, Bradley Crowder and David pushing back against the city, thus far. Many people who face 
74 people have been forced into McKay are three defendants county and cops. similar state targeting do not 

plea deals or taken bench war- who each took guilty pleas Civil litigation efforts are in have such support structures, 
rants. In spite of these losses, in high profile federal trials full swing. After a very success- and we hope that the resources 
an incredible 90 percent of RNC involving Molotov cocktails ful Mardi Gras action in which and knowledge of RNC legal 
arrestees have been acquitted, and FBI informants. All three 65 Notices of Claim (forms indi- support will spread to future 
had their charges dismissed are currently serving federal eating intent to sue) were filed situations of community de- 
or were never prosecuted. All sentences. Bradley Crowder is against St. Paul, city attorney fense and solidarity, 
the cases in Hennepin County facing additional state charges John Choi was overheard com- 

(Minneapolis) have been re- for a separate incident. plaining that "things couldn't For more information about RNC 

solved without any convictions The case of the RNC8 highlights be worse" for his office. Since legal support (including how to get 
because there is absolutely no the vindictive prosecutorial ef- then, legal workers and attor- involved in civil litigation), check 
evidence to justify the mass ar- forts of Susan Gaertner, who neys have been setting up the out: 

rests. In addition, the terrorism is running for Minnesota necessary framework to make www.rncaftermath.org and www. 
charges against the RNC 8 were Governor and whose political the city pay. Group claims for rnc8.org 

dropped as a result of commu- ambitions are closely-tied to her several of the mass arrests are. For your very own free copies of 

nity pressure aimed at County image as a successful County At- being coordinated by local attor- Bob Bucks (pictured here), send a 

Attorney Susan Gaertner. Ar- torney. Her efforts to criminalize neys, and individual suits have self-addressed stamped envelope to: 

restees and supporters should Welcoming Committee organiz- been filed already, including a Bob Fletcher Sucks! 

take full credit for the victories ers as the supposed masterminds suit against the Sheriff's office c/o Coldsnap Legal Collective 

thus far, since they certainly did of RNC protests again attempt for the August 29, convergence PO Box 50514, 

not result from goodness in the to fracture and factionalize com- space raid. In addition to getting Minneapolis, MN 55405 
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T R\rr o fundraisers. For instance in Chicago, a group turned out to protest 

by 1 he KJNC o when Gaertner was accepting an award, making her remember that 

Good news since the last update! Due to overwhelming solidarity political repression is a full-time job. „ 

and support, two of our four charges, "conspiracy to riot in further- This past July, a couple of us were also able to make it out to 
ance of terrorism" and "conspiracy to commit damage to property the Earth First! Rendezvous and were humbled by the support and 
in furtherance of terrorism," have been dropped. That still leaves 
us with two felonies — "conspiracy to riot" and "con- 
spiracy to damage property" — and 

a maximum sentence of five years, fr j f g /"’"k ^ 4* 

The pressure campaign to stop fram- ( <02$. kss# 
ing organizing as terrorism was in 

some sense successful, but unfor- \ 

enough to swap out our terrorism- \ ras i. i 

enhancement charges with normal I 

felonies in an attempt to placate our \ W? v 

supporters while keeping us wrapped \ '! | 

up in legal battles. That isn't to say I s k 

that the state has stopped treating us J HBfc ii'n 

as tenorists, or changed any of their M j 

rhetoric around our case. .Jm * 

Our support campaign has still ' ( f 

been going strong, but we are 
always in need of financial 
support. This past Spring 
we were asked to speak at a 

handful of colleges across ' 

the country, where we were 
met with lots of interest and 
sizeable honorariums for our de- 
fense fund. This is a great fundraising and 
morale-raising idea for folks at colleges who want to 
support anyone facing charges. Supporters have also been 
hounding our prosecutor, Susan Gaertner, at public events and 


attacked- No compromise means we 
don't sacrifice the forest for a couple 
trees, irmeans we don't leave when 
the "authorities" tell us we're at an 
illegal assembly, and it means we do 
not lie down once we are facing 
charges. Let's take that sentiment 
to heart. 

Much Love, the RNC- 8: Erik, Eryn, 
I Garrett, Luce; Max, Monica, Natha- 
nael and Rob. For more information, 
visit WWW.RNC8.ORG 



The Pentagon Wants to pieces of garbage with what amount to cats get eaten, writing little numbers down 

Microwave Geese In Flight tiny cell-phones in order to track the global in notebooks. 

For the past decade, the military has movement of trash. They figure that if we 
been developing the Active Denial Sys- knew where all our rubbish went, we'd be Climate Change Fights 
tem (ADS), a microwave gun mounted less likely to waste things. They hope that Against Nation States, 

on the top of a Hummer, which has been one day, these tags will be ubiquitous, with The 465 mile border between Italy and 

developed to cause unbearable pain to every object in our society traceable. The Switzerland is melting away. You see, the 
its victim without causing any perma- same researchers have done studies where line was drawn in relation to the water- 
nent damage. It was intended for crowd ■ they have tracked crowds by studying their shed line on a series of glaciers. But not 
control, but now it seems unlikely that cell-phone signals Jn Rome, Copenhagen, only are the glaciers retreating, they are 
the weapon will be deployed in war and at the 2009 inauguration in Washing- expected to be gone entirely within the 
zones. All that "pain without permanent ton, DC. next 40 years. We can only hope that 

damage" is a little too reminiscent of * when the glaciers go, so will the border 

"torture," I mean "enhanced interroga- Researchers Like To Watch between these countries, 

tion." And the weapon, which takes 16 Coyotes Eat Cats 

hours to warm up and can only target A new study in the Journal of Wildlife Another Accidental Upside To 
one opponent at a time, isn't actually Management reveals that researchers en- All This Pollution 
particularly militarily feasible. joy spending their time watching coyotes The city of Linfen, China has the second- 

Desperate to find a' use for this sci-fi eat outdoor cats. They have released such worst air quality in the country. The haze is , 
nightmare, the Air Force is planning on lovely numbers as that in 36 observed like a fog on the city, and its associated coal 
turning the ADS on birds. Apparently, the coyote-cat interactions in Tucson, Arizona, mine is prone to some horrendous disasters, 
problem of kamikaze birds is deepiy trou- 19 led to the death of the cat. In fact, 42 And, well, they' can't find anyone dumb 
bling to the US Military, causing millions percent of the observed coyote meals con- enough to be the mayor. They cycled through 
of dollars of damage to aircraft every year, sisted of cats. four in three years, but they've spent at least 

Many articles have gleaned from the study six months now without a leader. If only all 
Hi-Tech Trash Tracking that it is wise to keep cats indoors. We at the the politicians elsewhere in the world would 

A team of researchers from Massachusetts Earth First! Journal h ave learn ed that there follow suit, then we could start really fixing 
institute n fT«-hnAU3j- .~ outfitting 3,000 ate people wno will sit arounu amrwarch some problems! 


% 
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' PRACTICAL IDEAS FOR AN 
ANTI-RACIST RADICAL ECOLOGICAL MOM 




by Maria 

While I'm excited to be a part of Earth First! 
at a time when the movement as a whole 
seems to be making a concerted effort to 
break with a past littered with xenophobia, 
racism and other oppressive elements, it's 
still frustrating to see expressions of white- 
dominated culture manifest themselves in 
other ways, unchallenged and invisible to 
those who benefit from this social arrange- 
ment. Our solutions thus far have mostly 
involved creating more discussion spaces 
that deal with these issues and arguing over 
the same points time and time again about 
the necessity of "people of color (POC)-only 
spaces," the reality and construction of race 
in our countries, about the liberatory possi- 
bilities of nationalism, indigenous fetishiza- 
tion (which is sadly more prevalent than I 
had hoped prior to becoming involved in 
EF!) and tokenization. While these discus- 
sions raise great points, they are not enough. 
They might be illuminating or interesting to 
some people, but as a consequence of feeling 
personally affected by some of them, 1 have 
talked these issues to death both at ecologi- 
cal gatherings and in my day-to-day life. 

This article proposes a few concrete 
focus-and attitude-shifts which I believe 
are necessary to expand our movement 
and make it something that people of color 
can feel more comfortable calling ourselves 
a part of— without taking too much time 
away from learning practical land-based 
and conservation skills, and organizing lo- 
cal ecological campaigns (which are the pri- 
mary reasons I attend gatherings, read the 
Earth First! Journal and organize with my lo- 
cal group). 

Some New Focuses 

Physical accessibility speaks for itself. If 
people can't get to where the action is, or 
if they think the difficulty in getting there 
isn’t worth the payoff, they'll not only 
refrain from being involved but will also 
feel marginalized and discouraged. The EF! 
Organizers' Conference (OC) in 2006 was 
my second time camping. Ever. And I was 
20 years old. Twenty-five percent of African- 
American households, 17 percent of Latino 
households and 13 percent of Asian- American 
households do not own a car, compared to 
just seven percent of White households. 
It was an enormous honor and privilege 
to be in that swamp, and T anticipated the 
following year's OC even more, knowing I'd 
get a break from the concrete, the gunshots 
and the constant din of cars on 79th St. in 
Miami. I would never want the OCs or Round 
River Rendezvous (RRRs) out of the wild, but 
very well-coordinated transportation should 
always be a priority to such events. The 2006 
OC in South Florida brought some activists 
up from South America, which is a stellar 
example of this effort. 

Food security and food justice are impor- 
tant issues for folks who grew up or are liv- 
ing in the inner city, whether we define the 
struggle to eat well in those terms or not. 
Based on the 1997 Current Population Sur- 
vey, 42 percent of Native Americans, 15 per- 
cent of Blacks, nine percent of Hispanics and 
five percent of Asians and Pacific Islanders 
lived in rural areas. By comparison, 23- per- 
cent of Whites lived in rural areas. 

The nearest supermarket to the apartment 
-mv hayfripnd and I . shared in Miami treated 
us to dusty expired cans; nasty meat; smelly 
fish (hint, fish should only smell like salt- 
water. That "fishy" smell means it's not 
fresh), sodium, corn-syrup and MSG- packed 
"convenience" foods; and rotting vegetables 
and fruits. The alternatives were overpriced 
convenience stores and gas stations which 


sell more alcohol, cigarettes, candy and 
starchy bleached foods than fruits or 
vegetables. In some neighborhoods, these 
establishments replace supermarkets, or the 
supermarkets are too far to walk to safely at 
night. The distribution of food does not exist 
in a vacuum outside of the raising, growing 
and processing of foods. Monoculture, 
grazing, hunting, genetically modified 
foods, farm subsidies and localization of 
food production are all important ecological 
issues. I won't pretend that these don't have 
vital social justice elements to them, as well, 
because I don't conceive of biocentrism in a 
way that artificially separates humans from 
the rest of the planet. I would love to see 
EF! expending more energy confronting the 
way food gets to our plate and the ways that 
this process destroys ecosystems, animals 
and the physical and mental strength of our 
communities. I'm sure folks who grew up 
constantly getting sick with food poisoning 
Would dig it, as well. 

What Isn't Working 

White people need to stop parroting over- 
simplified, anti-racist bullet-points in ways 
that are not only incorrect but also create 
confusion and backlash amongst those who 
might otherwise be interested in learning 
about anti-racism, or act like Critical Race 
Theory (an academia-soaked philosophy to 
begin with) is the only lens through which 
to examine and understand race relations. 
These people are decent enough, but they 
sometimes come across as guilt-ridden, 
wishy-washy ass-kissers, selling out their be- 
liefs in a well-meaning, but condescending 
attempt to "forge bonds with the oppressed," 
or whatever. A statement like "people of color 
can't be racist" with no context or follow-up 
makes no sense in the popular imagination, 
defying all common definitions of the word 
"racist" anfl being subsumed into activist- 
speak, which makes it even easier to mar- 
ginalize. Think about this before you paste 
it into your next zine or workshop outline. 
A much subtler way of seeming "down" that 
I’ve noticed lately is the tendency of some 
white radicals to occasionally adopt the 
mannerisms, dress, accents or (sub)culture 
of people of color fn order to attract them to 
their cause or group. This is insulting, disin- 
genuous and doesn't work anyhow. 

Over-population and the problems it 
raises are not a strict numerical equation. 
Less people overall won't necessarily create 
less wilderness destruction. It is also a class 
and race issue. Would the natural world 
and its people stop being exploited if every 
person in Africa or on the Mexican border 
disappeared tomorrow? There might be 
less labor, but machines are there to pick 
up the slack. By presenting the problem of 
humans consuming too many resources and 
infringing on wild spaces as one that can be 
solved (or, as some believe, will inevitably 
and unfortunately be solved) simply by less 
people being around, white people remain 
blind to the racist, colonialist and anti -choice 
historical baggage that comes with mostly 
white movements presupposing to know 
what's best for non-white families. Reading 
up on forced sterilization of women of color 
in the US and other medical horrors inflicted 
upon POC by "concerned" white people, 
welfare reform in the '90s and critiques of the 
transnational adoption industry is helpful to 
further understand these connections. 


What We Ought to Recognize and 
Come to Terms With 

It's important to recognize that white 
movements attract white people. Or rather, 
white people attract white people. Similar 
dynamics exist with many other racial/eth- 


nic groups in this country due to the highly 
segregated nature of the US. Examining this 
country's racist history (and present), the so- 
cial contexts of different cultures and subcul- 
tures, the demographics of poverty, and the 
purposes of particular social institutions will 
help glean some understanding of this, but 
that is beyond the scope of this piece. 

However, individual EF! groups ought to 
continue to check themselves on incestuous 
organizing (what one might call preaching 
to the choir, reaching out only to the same 
white punks at every show or using specifi- 
cally white subcultural imagery and language 
in promotional materials and discussions). If 
EF! groups don't do this, they should not act 
surprised that it's the same people or demo- 
graphic of people showing up to everything. 
I'm not suggesting that certain people cover 
up their Crass tattoos or EF! groups attempt 
to acquire token individuals of every race and 
ethnicity in order to appear diverse. Instead, 
recognize that we have an important message 
that has the potential for broad appeal. Try- 
ing to keep young, white punk kids in famil- 
iar territory, physically and mentally, should 
not hinder sharing our strategies and values. 
That, or just accept that yours is a small group 
with a few of your friends who, if you are 
white, are probably white, too. 

When strategizing our outreach efforts, 
it's also vital to understand that different 
individuals have different relationships to 
their landbase. Many of us grew up in con- 
crete jungles, having had little to no expe- 
rience with wilderness, having never seen a 
mountain or stream in real life, our animal 
encounters being primarily with house pets 
and vermin. Wilderness is a far-away dream 
or a nightmare filled with malevolent beasts 
and certain death from starvation. Know- 
ing and caring enough about nature to give 
up conveniences and put your body and 
freedom on the line is not an automatic, 
instinctual process. However, I think that 
gatherings and other camp-outs can help set 
this process in motion. 

Finally, I'd like to suggest that we, as radical 
environmentalists of color, recognize the class 
make-up of our POC spaces. Did almost every- 
one attend the same private liberal arts col- 
leges as the white people in the other room? 
Perhaps we grew up in the same variety of sub- 
urban neighborhoods or woodsy gated com- 
munities, or worked at the same non-profits? 
Anywhere from 20-25 percent of Hispanics, 
Blacks and Native Americans/Native Alaskans 
live in poverty, compared to only eight percent 
of Whites. Do our groups reflect this statistic at 
all, or are they hugely skewed in another direc- 
tion? As someone who grew up poor, I've occa- 
sionally personally felt as out of place amongst 
affluent, academic activists of color as I have 
among working-class or poor white people. 

We must recognize that we have differ- 
ent cultural and racial differences in our 
experiences and relationships to white 
supremacy as compared to our white com- 
rades, but we need to ask ourselves similar 
questions about diversity to those we're 
asking white people. I recently expressed 
to a Colombian friend (who, with the ex- 
ception of one group, is very turned off by 
Earth First!) how much I respect the work 
that EF! does and my desire to work with- 
in the movement in spite of some of the 
unsavory attitudes and individuals I ’and 
others have encountered. Hopefully, the 
thoughts in this piece will inspire readers 

efrafomoc f r\ y. 


ing with the white supremacy, racism and 
xenophobia that transcend shallow analy- 
sis and tokenization. 

Mariaisa24-year-oldbisexual anardtistcotiege-dmpout 
stripper pom Miami who now organizes with Action for 
Community in Raleigh and Croatan Earth First! 
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Report back 

by Spindle 

I awoke in the arms of my lover to the two-tone trill of the variegated 
thrush. We gazed into each other's eyes and traced our fingertips on 
delicate skin. He snuggled closer as I cast my eyes into the heights 
of the canopy above. The towering Douglas Fir giants loomed, their 
strength thrust into the sky, I thought to myself: I used to dwell there, 
feeding the fire of life within the confines of meals on a rocket stove, 
fighting the ferocious mischief of flying squirrels and defending the for- 
est around me with my very life. There I climbed my first ancient tree. 
There I vowed to push my boundaries of safety and ordinary comfort on 
a daily basis. Those were good days, simpler days, inspired by spirit... 

I shook off the reverie and looked around. Perhaps it was an awkward 
place to camp, surrounded by ghosts and threatened by the possibility of a 
dead branch falling, making me a widow before marriage. But I wanted, 
like I used to, to sleep nestled between Yggdrasil and Grandma. As I re- 
garded the two towering trees with fondness, a cool calm and balance of 
soul stole upon me. This was my place. 

My mood was disturbed only by the bellowing of the human bull moose, 
the lead Climb Camp organizer: "Awake. Awake, ye lazy bag maggots. We 
must raise a monopole and lace a dream catcher. Hear ye, I didn't plan 
this as an adult sleepaway camp. The viking ride of life awaits. " , 

The bull moose bellow resonated throughout and within. And so, I 
awoke and began another day at the 2009 Earth First! Climbers' Guild 
camp. And. It. Was. Marvelous. 

— From the private (but discovered) journal of an attendee of the 
EF1CG Climb Camp. 

Following the 2009 Round River Rendezvous, the EF! Climbers 
Guild hosted a direct action climbing camp in a verdant, Casacadian 
temperate rainforest. The site of the camp was not just any chunk of 
rainforest but a site of former forest defense glory: the treesit village 
of Fall Creek. The story of Fall Creek is an inspir- 
ing— if dark and twisted^-tale "of deceit, ^passion , k 
hate, love, pain and eventual victory. Alas, that 
story cannot be told in the present article. But just 
know: that glorious ancient forest initiated hun- 
dreds of people into the forest defense movement, 
and it holds innumerable memories for those who 
spent time out there. 

The humans are now gone from Fall Creek — a 
big change for that place — but the forest itself has 
changed very little. Its magic continues to inspire. 

In this way, the old Fall Creek village was a perfect 
site for the Climbers' Guild training. The Climb- 
ers' Guild organizers thought a climb camp at Fall 
Creek would be a great way to honor the majesty 
of this ancient forest and celebrate the work of past 
generations of forest defenders who kept it stand- 
ing. Climbing skills were central in the effort to save 
Fall Creek, as they are in many forest defense cam- 
paigns, and many climbers learned about climbing 
and rigging there. It was the perfect setting to pass 
on a wealth of climbing and rigging knowledge. 

But instead of learning to build a treesit platform 
or blockade with the ever-present fear of immi- 
nent logging or the sneaking feeling, that someone 
in a uniform may be approaching, the climbers at 
Climb Camp learned skills in a safe, supportive en- 
vironment of fellow radical, tree-minded peers. 

Not only did we climb hard all day. and into the 
night, but we also cooked dinner together and told 
stories around a lovely fire, whose light danced in 
the towering trees above us. The forest saw a sub- 
stantial rainstorm mid-week, and once the sun 
returned to the sky, an impromptu vitamin-D 
workshop materialized. Participants shed some 
clothes and chased the dappled sunlight for some 
natural anti-depressant. (Yes, forest defense is hard 
work, but we do have to strive for balance, right?) 

Of course, the group endured the usual clashing of 
personalities here and there, but the general mood 
at Climb Camp was a solid mix of cheerful work, 
play and camaraderie. 

Almost half of the Climb Camp participants 
were experienced veterans, eager to pass on all the 
climbing and rigging tricks up their sleeves. The 
crusty veterans met equally enthusiastic learners. 

The -sharing , happened in a non-hierarchical and 
slightly disorganized manner, but each person 
who wanted to share got to and most climbing 


Imagine climb- 
ing 200 feet to 
the top of an 
ancient Douglas 
fir, watching the 
sunset, removing 
old ropes from 
the tree and re- 
membering what 
magic it was... 


requests got filled. In no order of importance, here is a list of what 
climbers learned how to do: set a climb line; advance in an old- 
growth tree (climb higher than the anchored line); set a walkway 
between two trees and walk across; skywalk (move from tree-to-tree 
without coming down to the ground or having assistance from the 
ground); girth (slowly inch up a tree with two girth ropes around 
the tree); tie knots; use specialized climbing equipment; build and 
rig a monopod, bipod, tripod, sky-pod, dreamcatcher, 
and treesit platform; rig a single-rope belay system for 
safe climb trainings; and rig a complex structure with a 
connected monopod and sky-pod. 

If the above list is too technical, confusing or just plain 
boring, close your eyes and imagine this: a circle of giant 
trees among a multi-layered forest canopy, beautiful and 
bright sunlight reaching through the branches, and a 
whirl of human flutterings, both on the ground and in the 
trees. Now imagine those humans throwing projectiles 
over branches, hauling ropes into the canopy, building 
a spider web of support lines to criss cross the center of 
the circle of trees and erecting crude log structures in 
that tangle of support lines. Imagine climbers weaving a 
net of rope to make a hammock between a triangle-shaped log frame, 
then hanging that frame from the spider web of support lines, and 
dangling themselves from those support lines, eventually to lounge in 
the net. Imagine industrious and talented climbers hauling a sturdy 
treesit platform up a tree, setting it in place and hauling it back down 
again — over and over, just for practice. Imagine a group of six monkey- 
like humans eating lunch together 50 feet up in a tree, taking a break 
from the sky-walking workshop. Imagine climbing 200 feet to the top 
of an ancient Douglas fir, watching the sunset, removing old ropes 
from the tree and remembering what magic it was the last time you 
were lucky enough to experience the same awe-inspiring view. This 
was Climb Camp. 

Finally, to act responsibly toward a forest that enriched the lives 
of so many, climbers also cleared out old camps around the woods 
and took down old ropes in trees left over from the forest campaign. 
There's still more cleanup to be done! Take some time out of your 
life to go out to Fall Creek (or any other pastjorest defense site). You 
won't be sorry. The strength of our movement comes from constant 
growth and change, but also from inspiration from past experiences. 
Stay connected to those places that first inspired you, so that we may 
never forget the why we defend the Earth first! 

The Earth First! Climbers' Guild plans to organize more climb trainings 
in the future. To get involved, check out the Climbers' Guild website at 
www.efclimbers.net or email: efclimbers@gmail.com. 






The sunset veiwed from the canopy of the forest. 



Devil Timber Sale in the Willamette National Forest near Eugene, 
Oregon. We are working with fellow treesitters who have been oc- 
cupying unit seven since March 24. ■ 

Starfire Lumber and Basco Logging, in conjunction with the US For- 
est Service, are attempting to demolish all of this endangered ecosys- 
tem. Since logging started on July 24, eight acres have been cut. 

On July 31, the Oregon Natural Resources Council won a tempo- 
rary injunction to stop the logging until court proceedings begin 
in September. Citing "irreparable harm," a district judge suspended 
logging on three old-growth timber sales in the Willamette National 
Forest. A total of 80 acres of trees, hundreds of years old, had already 
been felled in the Straw Devil, Pryor and East Devil Timber Sales 
when the ruling was made. If allowed to continue, the three timber 
sales will log more than 300 acres. We are digging in our heels until 
the court decides to permanently stop the logging. 

In addition to defending the last five percent of native forest that 
still stands in Oregon, the womyn's action is dedicated to building 
a community that is intolerant of all forms of oppression. We are 
working to create a space of mutual learning and growth — a space 
where we can conquer not only the demons of capitalism, patriar- 
chy and indifference that surround us but also the demons of op- 
pression, self-loathing and fear that reside within us. 

The womyn's free state is a safe space where womyn can come 
and gain skills and perspective. A safe place to clear our heads after a 
lifetime of being taught to not trust ourselves. It is our belief that the 
oppression of womyn and the destruction of the Earth come from 
the same unsustainable need to dominate and control. The same 
people who wish to take away our autonomy also wish to take away 
the last of the wild beauty on Earth. 

As womyn, we cannot achieve liberation while the Earth is still in 
chains. We need oxygen, clean water and the forest to survive. We 
need to be able to walk around alone at night; we need our homes 
to be free of violence; we need a life where rape, assault and oppres- 
sive 'attitudes are not the norm. Womyn's struggle and the Earth's 
struggle are from the same root. 


Forest defenders from the all-womyn's action at Straw Devil in 2003. 

BLAST FROM THE PAST 

Moving Beyond a History of Corsets and Clearcots: 

Womyn's Occopation at Straw Devil Timber Sale 

BY THE ECOFEMINIST FRONT 

Every morning when we wake up, the day is ours to create a world 
where all who are socialized as womyn will no longer bear the collec- 
tive weight of a history of unheard cries, a history of terror, a history 
of corsets and clearcuts, white picket fences and white corporate lies. 

July 2, 2003 marked the beginning of an all-womyn's action, oc- 
cupation and treesit in defense of ancient forest sold off to private 
industry. Our free state was erected to protect unit six of the Straw 
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2009 ROUND RIVER RENDEZVOUS REPORTBACK 



by Microbe ■ 

Every, civilization, industrial capitalism included, dies from self- 
inflicted wounds. Trace the extension of empire hy the degradation 
of humans, animals and earth. The wasteland spreads. So does resis- 
tance. The face of the resistance movement Earth First! was in radi- 

s . --i- . 

ant view for more than six days in southern Cascadia at the Summer 
2009 Round River Rendezvous (RRR). More than 300 people — elders 
and youth, newcomers and experienced — came from across the U.S. 
and Canada and from other nations to attend. There were climb- 
ing camps each day at both the open and trans & wymen camps, 
at least 80 different workshops, large-scale discussions concerning 
the Green Scare and dealing with snitches, and innumerable seren- 
dipitous encounters between new and old friends. The RRR was a 
tremendous success. 

A gigantic shout out goes to the organizers from Cascadia Earth 
First! An event of this magnitude does not happen without extraor- 
dinary efforts from many people, especially given recent security 
issues raised. From basic, crucial matters like site selection and maps 
to details like shitters (Brandon Darby was my favorite shitter name), 
the RRR came off with elan. Big ups to the Earth First! Roadshow for 
affecting so many people's decision to come out to southern Oregon. 
Major props to all those who facilitated workshop? Of the dozen 
workshops in which I participated — from radical mycology and 
food preservation to tripods to indigenous solidarity to the Green 
Scare — not one was a dud. Special thanks go to Lauren Regan, and 
everyone, for their continuing and unwavering commitment to de- 
fending political prisoners and for being in Cascadia to discuss the 
insidious nature of state repression. Big hugs, laughs and smiles to 
everybody who organized and provided "entertainment," whether 
at the Macho-B rowdy fire; the rally; or the lunchtime jokes, EF! 
pick-up lines and embarrassing stories. Congrats to those who slept 
in the canopy pod (or didn't). And finally, perhaps most of all, 1,000 
percent, fuckin' awesome kudos to Montana Seeds df Peace. Y'all 
worked some real magic serving three delicious and healthy meals, 
every day, day-in and day-out, to some ravenous rabble. 

Given the history of this movement, tensions within it, and the 
disparate ideas and principles giving rise to those tensions, no RRR 
will be without some conflict. The demographics of EF! unfortu- 
nately remain predominately white, majority male. From my per- 
spective, some of the worst aspects of that demographic — blatant 
sexism, gender stereotyping, racism and class privilege — have at least 
been confronted. But this has been and will be an ongoing issue. 
Two instances demonstrate this: at the rally when a persyn of color 
objected to racist language one night, he was brushed off. It was 
raised again at the next day's morning circle, but that should not 
have been necessary. By- showing some respect, it could have been 
handled that night. 

Perhaps more serious -is a general lack of recognition and respect 
for the indigenous people who lived for millennia in these lands 
"we" are defending. Minneapolis folks held some intense discus- 
sions on the meanings of what it means to be an ally, colonization 
and decolonization, and cultural appropriation. These should be 
broadened out. In order to grasp the internalized aspects of global 


capitalism, we need to confront the privileges that we* as descen- 
dants of the colonizers, experience as we drive and hike into "our"- 
national forests and national parks. While organizers did determine 
that the area in which we camped included a sacred spring and an 
area in vyhich indigenous people picked huckleberries, this informa- 
lion came secondhand not directly from indigenous people familiar 
with the area. Every effort should be made in future gatherings to 
communicate directly with traditional elders who have an oral tradi- 
tion about living with this land before Europeans. 

Given the nature and tenor of formal and informal discussions at 
the RRR, it is clear to me that biocentrism and eco-defense remain 
the cornerstones of EF!. But the dynamism and complexity of this 
movement is reflected in the increasing number of ways in which 
these core concerns are linked to anti-colonialism, infrastructure and 
the wider net of oppression — race, gender and class — that undergird 
global capitalism. Old, faulty lines between urban and wild, hippy 
and anarchist, macho and feminist, white and persyns of color need 
to continue to be redrawn. Earth First! must grow in this direction so 
that aboveground fruits and underground rhizomes of resistance ulti- 
mately help to disintegrate the toxic shock of empire. 


There's no better time or place to learn climbing than in Cascadia at an RRR. 
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A camp attendee learns how to traverse on lines well above the ground. 


A REPORTBACK FROM THE 2009 CASCADIA TRANS' & WOMYNS' ACTION CAMP 


By Steph Boston 

This year, Cascadia was home to the now annual Trans & Wo- 
myns' Action Camp (TWAC). Unfortunately, Cascadia — the biore- 
gion of the Cascade Mountains — hasn't hosted a camp of this sort 
in a few years. This camp alone brought out so many new faces and 
introduced them to the radical environmental movement that we 
decided it must continue out here, in coordination with other Trans 
“ 8c Womyns' spaces that correlate with future EF! Round River Ren- 
dezvous (RRR). V' < 

The schedule was widely diverse, with forest defense techniques, 
tactics of non-violent direct action, strategic campaigning, support- 
ing mental health, wellness and burnout, gender identity, sex work, 
DIY reproductive health (where many womyn saw a cervix for the 
first time!), how to call out oppressive behavior in a constructive 
way and more. We focused on anti-oppression (AO) by -having three 
unique AO workshops scheduled, in addition to an impromptu 
critical discussion on privilege and oppression in the larger EF! 
movement (which eventually turned into a discussion about envi- 
ronmental racism and environmental justice). Prior to that there 
was an in-depth discussion on how to incorporate the safer space of 
TWAC — trans-inclusiveness, solidarity and anti-oppression — at the 
upcoming RRR, which eventually turned into trying to rally folks to 
attend the RRR. 

Beyond having some really amazing and critical workshops, we 
also had lots of fun ones! Some of the favorites were: fermentation 
(where we got to try vegan kefir, kimchi, and learning about fer- 
menting veggies in different ways), making our own personal self- 
help zines; trapeze trainings; circus arts; at least three impromptu 
plant and herb walks; and basic tree climb trainings. There was also a 
multi-day workshop on setting up a traverse across the nearby creek, 
where numerous folks scaled across. We spent our free time hiking 
up a 2.5 mile trail in newly protected old growth that led us to a 
breath-taking mountain lake, where we swam on logs while singing 
songs and getting cuddly with the water newts. 

There were performance nights that were filled with beat-boxing 
feminist rhymes, impromptu recorder duos, songs about polar bears, 
fire-dancing and telling our radical stories of how we got into the 
movement. There were also stories sharfed about a recently lost loved 
one who would have most likely been there if she were still with us, 
and a card sent around for another loved friend who couldn't make 
it due to federal Animal Enterprise Terrorism Act (AETA) charges. 

The location ended up being separate from the Earth First! 
Rendezvous, which was inconvenient for some travelers wanting 
to attend both, but very beneficial in that it was easily accessible 
to most attendees because it was close to Portland and was in the 
Mt. Hood National Forest. And this site location was also strategic 
in that it was just over five miles away from the proposed route of 
the Palomar liquefied natural gas (LNG) pipeline; we wanted camp 
attendees to get familiar with one of the biggest on-going threats 
to Oregon forests and watersheds. This pipeline would basically 


be a highway sized clear-cut cutting through hundreds of miles of 
Oregon land, including a dead timber sale called "Solo" that was 
previously stopped by forest defense activists, lots of old growth in 
Mt. Hood National Forest, and many farms and homes. We used this 
opportunity to take a field trip out to the pipeline site. 

This camp encompassed what the radical environmental move- 
ment, as a whole, is dedicated to — liberating this planet from all 
oppression in ways that also empower ourselves. There was mention 
many times that this camp was a comfortable space, allowing people 
to open up and be themselves, and people provided space for others 
to participate in the many learning activities. There were little — if 
any — invisible power structures or hierarchies here. It was said: "It's 
going to be really hard to go back to a space where I have to con- 
stantly be defensive and on-guard to actions of self-entitlement to 
simple things like building fires and setting up tripods. I forgot what 
spaces like these felt like." Unlike other womyns' and trans' spaces 
that have been created in this area in the past, gender identity was 
honored and valued instead of silenced. 

One critique about the camp was that we weren't as mindful of 
designating a sober space as we should have been and didn't check 
in consistently enough about creating this type of space. Another 
critique was that as beautiful as the site was, it was still a publicly ac- 
cessible space where we had to battle dog-sled trainers and drunken 
people speeding through in the middle of the night. Critiques are 
always considered vital in building movements, and we will work to 
create better, more inclusive spaces next year. 

Roughly 100 participants came through the camp, with the group 
at the beginning being largely a different group than that at the end. 
For folks who were there the whole time, it enabled us to spend a 
good few days with mostly everyone who attended. 

In our opinion, TWAC is a constant step in the right direction for 
the Earth First! movement — which has been criticized for its lack of 
gender and feminist politics — and for our overall movement build- 
ing strategy. TWAC was born out of Challenging Oppression Within 
(COW), a working group within Earth First!. As with all gatherings, 
improvements to TWAC could have (and will be) made, but overall, 
this shit was off the hook! 

Cheers to the Indiana TWAC of two years ago, which helped in- 
spire organizers of this year's TWAC, cheers to all of our male-iden- 
tified supporters and allies, and cheers to all other spaces that keep 
radical environmentalism, social justice, movement building and 
wellness at the forefront. 

To send feedback or critiques (preferably if you attended), or to 
get involved with next year's organizing committee, contact: twac@ 
riseup.net 

Steph Boston is a self-described radical-eco-feminist-queer who works 
on issues of environmental and social justice simultaneously, and is into 
place-based organizing. They spend their free time doing routines on their 
trapeze, work as a fire-dancing instructor, and are currently in the pro- 
cess of writing a Portland-based activist manual. They can be reached at: 
stephanie@RisingTideNorthAmerica.org. 
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Top: An activist surveys some of 
the threatened Elliot State Forest. 
Middle: Some people .locked to 
cement-filled barrels while many 
others made haste to erect the bipod. 
Bottom: Inside the overturned 
van, one person lies with an arm 
locked to a sleeping dragon buried 
in the road. 


elliot free state 

continued from page 1 
the Roadshow van for its last ride, and four 
were locked to cement barrels blocking the 
gate. Two more were locked to each other 
around the base of the bipod, and one occu- 
pied a tripod locked to one bipod leg. It took 
the goons all day, from their arrival until 
dark, to finally cut everyone out. Lockdown- 
ers had everything pulled out from under 
them, and were repeatedly doused with cold 
water and showered with hot sparks. 

The police taunted the sitters with of- 
fers of food and safety on the ground, and 
made threats and hung on to anchored lines 
when the sitters refused. This dangerous be- 
havior and general incompetence was rife 
among the 60 state troopers, who repeatedly 
weighted lines and jeered as the occupants 
swung back and forth. They wore surgical 
gloves while doing so, fully conscious that 
murder could be on their hands. 

That night, five goons camped out in front 
of the now-open gate, swilling beer, building 
fires (against state laws) and blasting music 
from their trucks. The remaining canopy 
ninjas sang and danced until their extraction 
with a cherry-picker the next morning. They 
watched as the bipod crashed down and the 
banners fell, eventually arriving at Roseburg 
County jail later that afternoon. 

Twenty-seven protesters were arrested in 
the Elliott, all now facing charges of disor- 
derly conduct, criminal trespassing and in- 
terfering with agricultural operations. All 
have since been released. The Civil Liberties 
Defense Center (CLDC), a self-proclaimed 
"nonprofit organization focused on defend- 
ing and upholding civil liberties through 
education, outreach, litigation, legal support 
and assistance," is representing all of the ar- 
restees collectively in court. Collective rep- 
resentation is important so that the justice 
system does not single out individuals for 
stiffer charges. It also provides for group soli- 
darity and deprives the state of the snitches 
that it so desperately seeks (see Green Scare). 
Many thanks go the CLDC for their work on 
behalf of Elliott folks and other forest de- 
fenders through the years. 

The Elliott Free State has fallen, as have al- 
most all of the trees in the Umcoos #2 timber 
sale. Clearcutting continues in the Elliott, 
and old-growth is threatened across Cascadia 
by logging on Bureau of Land Management 
and US Forest Service land. These are the 
death throes of industrial capitalism wreak- 
ing havoc on the healthy oases of a. fractured 
landscape. Yet trees are still growing despite 
the knowledge that very few humans are 
empathetic and committed enough to really 
act on behalf of the Earth. And a new seed is - 
sprouting, a seed planted beneath the moist 
multi-layered canopy of the Elliott: a new 
biocentric anti-authoritarian spectacular 
movement promising to be on the scene ev- 
ery time native Cascadian forests are under 
attack, and promising never to compromise, 
never to back down in defense of the ecosys- 
tems that sustain us. 

The Elliott Free State was a catalyst;, it 
was a large action on behalf of future old- 
growth, a tangible commitment to the in- 
v trinsic value of wild places. Go explore 
the Elliott this Summer, Fall or Winter. It 
is full of logging equipment, flags, timber 
sale signs and newly laid roads that wildlife 
would like to see gone. Go experience the 
power of this awesome forest, and make a 
little mischief while you're at it. 
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NEVER TRUST ANYONE WHO THINKS THAT MAPS OF FORESTS 

SHOULD LOOK LIKE CHECKERBOARDS 


Setting up an anti-WOPR treesit in Salem, the capital of Oregon. 


A sit in an area that the WOPR would have seen cut. 
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The 2009 EF! Roadshow! 



THE ROADSHOW 

•Traveled 13,000 miles 

•Raised $4,000 for the Earth 
First! Journal 

•Reached over 2,500 people 
through presentations and 
workshops 

•Stopped in 75 different 

. towns 

•Traveled through 31 states 

•Hosted 10 mini-action camps 

•Tipped 1 giant van to stop 
logging in the Elliot State 
Forest 


by the Roadshow Crew 

From the Deserts of Arizona to the Swamps of Florida; 
From the Northwoods of Maine to the Forests of Cascadia: 
Earth First! is alive and well. 

After 31 states, 75 stops, and four months, the band of 
eco-rebels that called themselves Earth First! Roadshow has 
finally completed its trajectory around the country. Road- 
shows have been a part of EF! for decades, and it was in the 
tradition of Mike Roselle, Dave Foreman and many others 
of our forebears that a small group of us decided to revive. 
At a time when our movement is battling extreme govern- 
ment repression and burnout is ravaging our ranks, we set 
out with the goals of reinvigorating the direct action culture 
that seems to be on a decline and building a cross-country 
activist network. With four-and-a-half months on the road, 
we were able to connect to activist communities all over the 
country and get a feel for the eco-defense movement as it 
stands today. 

The Roadshow crew fluctuated from two to ten people at 
any given time, with a core group of about six of us. As with 


The Roadshow holds up a map of the US showing Earth First! campaigns around the country. 


A presentation of Danny Don't, a puppet show that teaches security culture. 
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Here, in an abandoned building, the Roadshow catches up on their office work. 


any collective, we each went into this tour with our own set 
of goals and we each came out with a different assessment 
of what we accomplished in our time on the road. A tour of 
this scope was time consuming, energy intensive and gaso- 
line heavy. Yet every day as the tour progressed, we con- 
tinued to sculpt our presentation and workshops to better 
meet' our goals. By the end, our presentation felt solid and 
engaging, but throughout the entire tour we struggled to 
reach as broad an audience as* we desired. Being overworked 
ourselves, we relied solely on our local coordinators to do 
outreach. And although there were certainly exceptions, 
most of our presentations and workshops were attended 
by a young, punk anarchist audience, lacking a diversity of 
age and race. We also received feedback that although our 
presentation was fun and inspiring, the heavy emphasis on 
lockdown tactics and the Green Scare made it intimidating 
for folks who may be newer to direct action. 

Still, we went into this tour aiming to pump up new ac- 
tivists and to re-inspire old ones; and when we reached the 
summer rendezvous it was clear that we had inspired a huge 
number of people to come, many of whom were new to EF! 
We were hoping to be able to take this movement, which is 
starting to feel rather internet-based, and bring it back to a 
focus on face-to-face connections. We want to rebuild the 
feeling of a widespread EF! family where people can support 
one another across campaigns. The high' attendance at the 
summer rendezvous felt like a good step in that direction. 
Another of our goals was to go beyond inspiring people to 
action and provide local campaigns with necessary skills. 
Almost a third of our stops included at least one workshop, 
and at many locations we hosted a whole day or two of 
trainings. We led dozens of skill-shares on tripods and lock- 
downs, facilitation, campaign strategy and more. 

All over the country we saw new activists full of energy 
and motivation, many simply lacking in experience and 
skills. We stopped in a lot of towns where either long- 
standing campaigns were looking to embrace a more 
direct-action-based approach or new direct action cam- 
paigns were just getting off the ground. As inspiring as 
this was, across the board we saw movements that lack a 
broad base of participation or community involvement, 
the majority of campaigns remaining within an anarchist 
subculture devoid of networking with other environmen- 
tal .groups. We saw many groups who are comprised either 
of older folks or younger folks and talked to a lot of people 
who aren't prioritizing coalition building among m'ove- 
ments with common goals. 

Despite the seemingly homogenous nature of this move- 
ment, the Roadshow got to see an incredible number of 
inspiring campaigns, including the" ongoing work against 
Plum Creek developers in both Maine and Florida, the battle 
against the coal industry in southern Appalachia, the fight 
against liquid natural gas pipelines in both the Northwest 
and the Northeast, and the tree-sitting in the old growth 
forests of California and Oregon. EF! campaigns are alive 
and well in many places, and at the rendezvous we heard of 
even more campaigns on the rise. 

Although we all came out of the tour wishing that we 
could have done things differently, criticizing ourselves for . 
some things, our successes make it hard to, be too rough 
on ourselves. Each audience at our presentations wrote a 
collective letter for a political prisoner, totaling more than 
60 letters to our incarcerated friends and building up sup- 
port for our comrades. And despite traveling in a giant, 
gas-guzzling van, we managed to raise more money than 
we spent in fuel, donating more than $4,000 to the Earth 
First! Journal. We grew tight bonds as a Roadshow crew and 
helped, we hope, to re-ignite the direct action network in 
this country. We came into this tour wanting to excite 
the activists we met, to pump-up people suffering from 
disenchantment and burnout, and to make EF! a place 
people want to be. If this Summer's Rendezvous was any 
indication, I'd say that we are well on our way. Enough is 
enough, no more compromise, EF! 

Although we sought to create a real network away from 
the computer wires and glowing screens, much of our pre- 
sentation has been preserved via internet. People can access 
‘live versions of the puppet show and slide show, or use our 
tools, including the Green Scare timeline, to put on their 
own presentations. Over a hundred awesome action photos 
from EF!'s history are up there, and over a dozen of active 
campaign descriptions and contacts across the country for 
folks to plug into. Please make use of 'em. Another resource 
we have created, which will not be online, is a spreadsheet 
database of our tour stops and organizing contacts for oth-, 
ers looking to plan Roadshows that would complement or 
fill the gaps in our trip. Consider the torch passed. 
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ERIC MCDAVID TOUR 


Reportback 


by Jenny 

Real communication can only happen 
when we're face-to-face with people. When 
we can look them in the eyes as they nod 
their heads in understanding, or answer 
their questions when they raise their brows 
in confusion, when we can share our stories 
and our energy and our love. And so for a 
month we carried Eric's story, which is our 
story too, to people on the West Coast. In 
comparison to last summer's tour — which 
carried us all the way across the country — 
the limited geographical focus somehow 
lulled us into believing that this would be 
easy. But how could eight people (including 
a 3-year-old) and a dog, packed like sardines 
onto a short bus, ever be easy? We certainly 
had our work cut out for us. 

The tour itself was fairly simple — we 
would travel up and down the coast, to 
whoever would have us, talk about Eric and 
his case. The presentation consisted -of a 
fairly lengthy, in-depth look at the creation 
of Eric's case (by the government and their 
undercover informant, "Anna"), his time in 
Sacramento County Main Jail, his trial and 
his sentencing. The second half of the pre- 
sentation was more focused on infiltration 
and government informants, as well as some 
information on the use of entrapment and 


other — then we've already begun to lose. 
Only in standing up do we find our true 
selves, our courage and strength and love 
for each other, and our integrity. 

In comparison to the tour last summer, 
this trip was far less lucrative (in strictly 
monetary terms). In fact, we were not even 
able to cover costs this time around (last 
time we came back with over $1000 for 
Eric's support fund), and all of us are now 
facing significant financial strain. Perhaps 
this should not have been as sufprising as 
it was, given the somewhat meager response 
to our announcements about the tour. Last 
summer we were inundated with requests 
from places all across the country (and even 
some internationally) — so many, in fact, 
that we had to start turning people down. 
Our experience this summer was drastically 
different — we had to actively seek out hosts 
in places we had been sure would contact us 
without any prodding. To be fair, 'we real- 
ize that currently a lot of folks are actively 
engaged in struggles of their own. With the 
recent repression stemming from the Ani- 
mal Enterprise Terrorism Act (AETA), to the 
forest defense campaigns all along the coast 
and more — people are probably (hopefully,..) 
pouring resources and energy into other 
projects right now. Yet we also want to make 
sure that people remember the fplks who are • 


connections with these communities and 
movements. We need to learn from each 
other, and we need to remember that our 
struggles are not separate, but part of a 
broader struggle for liberation. 

Overall, the tour was a rewarding en- 
deavor. We saw a lot of discussions focused 
on the Green Scare, the AETA, and prisoner 
support issues. These conversations are vi- 
tal, and we were glad to be a part of them. 
But we must all remember that, in the end, 
our talk means nothing if we don't follow 
it with action. Making prisoner support a 
more integral part of our movements is an 
incredibly important part of this. Many of 
us have been wounded and scarred these 
last few years — we've had our friends and 
loved ones ripped away from us and thrown 
in prison. We've had people we once knew 
and trusted betray us — betray themselves. 
But we are not defeated. And neither are 
our loved ones who are serving time. It is 
absolutely necessary that we do everything 
in our power to make sure that folks are not 
forgotten — that they are cared for and sup- 
ported in their continuing struggles. One of 
prison's main functions is to separate and 
isolate those on the inside from those on 
the outside. To make them feel as if they are 
completely disconnected from those they 
love, and from the communities they are 




When we cower in fear— of the state or of- each other — we've .already lost. 
Only in standing up do we find our true selves. 


conspiracy law (as applied in Eric's case spe- 
cifically). We also spent a bit of time talking 
about some of the other Green Scare cases 
and government repression in general. After 
the presentation, which admittedly could 
leave one feeling a bit heavy, we brought in 
the folks that would lift our spirits and leave 
us feeling rejuvenated and energized. Two 
bands — Nora & Gnoll and Spokepants of 
the Flowering Skillet — came along to inject 
some fiery musical catharsis into each one of 
our stops. And much to our delight, we were 
often joined by local musicians as well. 

This tour sprang from our desire to share 
Eric's story with people, to communicate 
what it has been like for him and his loved 
ones and to give people a more complete 
understanding of his struggle. This seemed 
important for a number of different reasons. 
Obviously, we wanted to grow support for 
Eric — but we also wanted to share some of 
the information we have learned during the 
last three-and-a-half years. We wanted to 
educate people about government repres- 
sion and informants. We were anxious to 
talk about the Green Scare and the wider 
implications of Eric's case. Our wish was for 
the tour to serve as a beginning for a much 
broader conversation — a conversation that 
we all must have with ourselves and in each 
and every one of our communities. We have 
seen the kinds of things the government is 
capable of — it seems they will stop at noth- 
ing to destroy our connections with each 
other and with our world. In sharing our sto- 
ries and having these conversations we can 
better prepare ourselves for the future, and 
we can strengthen the connections we have 
now so as to better support each other. 

Our goal was not to instill fear — which 
would be easy to do — but to hand people 
some tools so they could do more effective 
work in their own communities. When 
we cower in fear — of the state or of each 


still struggling from behind bars. Eric was 
arrested over three-and-a-half years ago and 
has been in a cage ever since. The outpour- 
ing of support he has received since then has 
been amazing — but there has certainly been 
a marked decline in tangible support efforts. 
We hope this is not an indication folks' abil- 
ity to be in it for the long-haul. 

In evaluating past experiences, it always 
seems pertinent to ask the question — how 
could we do this better the next time around? 
Please tell us! (tour@supporteric.org) 

In fact, that is probably the first thing 
we would fix — providing for some sort of 
direct feedback mechanism. If you saw the 
presentation and have ideas on what we 
could improve, what you would like to see 
more of or less of, or just general thoughts 
and impressions, please share them with 
us. Although logistics were already incred- 
ibly complicated (there were eight of us), it 
would have been wonderful if we had been 
able to spend a bit more time in each place. 
We could have used that time to learn 
about other campaigns and projects, .and to 
brainstorm with folks about how to build 
stronger support networks. 

We also wish we had been able to devote 
more time to reminding people of the his- 
torical context of this kind of repression. 
We tried to address this in the presentation, 
but with limited time it was not given its 
due. This is not anything new — it has been 
happening for a long time and is part of a 
very clear, calculated agenda. It has been 
the purpose of the FBI, since its inception, 
to crush dissent and resistance in all its 
forms. The FBI is only the logical exten- 
sion of the state, which seeks to protect its 
interests at all costs. Folks involved in the 
Black Panther Party, AIM, Puerto Rican Re- 
sistance, etc. have far too much experience 
dealing with these kinds of government 
tactics. We need to work on building our 


still a part of. With this in mind, writing 
a letter could be viewed as a strike against 
the state — it is in direct opposition to their 
goals of deprivation and seclusion. But 
we also need to be careful with this kind 
of thinking, because clearly writing letters 
is not enough. We need to make sure peo- 
ple are supported before, during and after 
their release — physically, emotionally, and 
yes, financially. There is a lot of work to 
be done, and we sincerely hope that some 
of the energy we experienced this summer 
gets transformed into concrete support ef- 
forts for Eric and other political prisoners. 

.Our most heartfelt thanks to everyone 
who hosted us, fed us, played music with 
us, shared stories and laughter, read tarot 
for us, howled with us, who watched sun- 
sets and gathered around campfires and 
waited for the rain that almost never came 
(and then gazed at the rainbow when it fi- 
nally did...). We send each and every one of 
you our love (this includes everyone of you 
from the tour last summer as well...). But 
most of all we want to thank Eric — for his 
courage and strength and love. For remind- 
ing us what it really means to be free... 

We are still waiting for the opening 
brief for Eric's appeal to be filed. Once the 
brief is filed, we will post it on his website 
for folks to read. He. asked that we send 
his "thanx & Love 4 the letters of sup^ 
port" and to let everyone know that he is 
"still creating spaces & energy N the ass- 
hole of the b.o.p. toward writing, wishing 
all the best..." He recently recalculated 
his points — which 'help determine the se- 
curity level of the facility he is in — and 
discovered that he qualifies fojr a low-se- 
curity facility. He put in for a transfer and 
is waiting to hear back from the Bureau of 
Prisons. If you would like to learn more 
about Eric's case or how you can help, 
please visit www.supporteric.org. 
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Armed with Visions 


Clear as cut glass 

& just as dangerous 


The Golden Eyes Of The Bighorn Sheep 

for Hal Herring 


Here, on Walling Reef, south of Montana's Glacier Park, the Wilderness is unpredictable. 

It's hard hiking, it takes it out of you, and once fierce wind knocked me off my feet. 

Wind, 

snow, 

grizzlies. 

This place is so dramatic! 

It is a thousand yard flat slice of prairie perched on the edge of a cliff that plummets down into 
the expansive Great Plains. 

To the West a huge cliff rises from a small cold lake. 

Breaking camp we go down and North. 

A sleet storm hits. 

It tears my clothes and bums my face, 
as I walk directly into it. 

Popping over a rise eight Bighorn Sheep arise. ^ 

It takes me a few seconds to make sure that they are not phantoms 
conjured up by the storm, yet 
they are real. 

They are heading South, no doubt into a thicket of pine near where we camped. 

Twelve feet away, 

sleet on their rumps, massive curled horns, 
and golden eyes, 
bigger than silver dollars. . 

As if on signal, all eight rapidly leap away. 

07/10/02 

-Greg Shin Do Bechle 


My Niece Explains Trees 
1. 

When she could barely talk 
I took her to wander among redwoods 
post-rain, needles dripping onto our hats. 

She put her ear against the damp 
furrowed bark of a lightning-struck tree 
and whispered to it 

"I can hear you/' 


Predatory Lending 


The first signs for me 
were a coyote sweeping by every afternoon 
in broad daylight 

methodically picking off "my" chickens — 
all 30 of them — 
in one summer 

then a Great Horned Owl the next year — 

just about every morning ' 

another beheaded chicken from the new flock — 

even inside the coop — 

until they were all gone 

Now with the imminent fall of this society 

the wolves are coming down from the mountains 

into the outskirts of Canyon City 

serving notice 

publicly taking down a deer here 
for a whole human family to watch 
enticing away a guard dog over there.... 

Then there's the cougars suddenly appearing— 

a woman working in her garden 

noticing cougar tracks everywhere 

kept feeling a soft thick rope 

brush against her forehead 

when she passed beneath a tree 

until she realized 

she hadn't tied a rope up there — 

a sudden chill — 

she went inside the tool shed 

closed the door and waited 

a long time 

like they've been waiting for this historical moment 
They're foreclosing on our mortgages now 
because we've over-extended our debt 
to them 
you see, 

we never really were the rightful owners 
only expropriating takers 
with the financial collapse 
they've decided 

it's time for a species regime change. 

10/30/08 ‘ 

-Karen Coulter 


2 . 

She crawled around tlfe floor 
in her tiny Berkeley house 
playing some elaborate game. 

She tried to explain the rules to me 

and then paused, pointing 

to the whorling grain of the hardwood floor. 

r / n "Look," she shouts, "there are pictures inside of 

trees!" 


My niece is the greatest artist I know. 

She sent me a picture of her and I 

next to the redwoods we had visited yet again. 

The caption read: Chris, the trees are for you. 

Next time l talk to her I'll have to remind her: 

No, the trees are for all of us. 

4. 

"My house is made of trees," 

she proclaims as we wait in the deli line 

for the sandwich and juice we Will share. 

5. 

I was splitting wood on a frigid fall day 
and she swung a tiny hatchet 
putting deep dents in sticks. 

Suddenly she stopped and looked at me, 

"It's sad trees die to keep us warm." 

Then she leaned down to her nearly split stick 
and whispered, "llove you." 

-Chris Arigo 


Send poems to 
Warrior Poets Society 
P.O. Box 14501 Berkeley CA 
94712-5501 

all rights reserved to the authors 
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Not In My Backyard! the stuff. Fortunately, a lawsuit filed by the Powerline Canceled, Or At Least 

Not just the rallying cry of "envitonmen- Center for Biological Diversity, the Grand Shelved 

talists" everywhere. Energy Solutions Inc., Canyon Trust and Sierra Club has born Continuing in this pattern of "little rays of 
which of course paints itself green these days fruit and one million acres of public lands sunshine soon to be covered up by clouds," 
(and yet supports climate change disbeliever are now off-limits to mining for the next controversial plans to put a second powerline 
Senator Bob Bennett), is planning on im- few years while the government considers through the imperiled Kofa National Wild- 
porting 20,000 tons of low-level radioactive whether or not to protect the area perma- life Refuge in Arizona appear to be shelved, 
waste from Italy to be disposed of in Utah. nently. Of course, this somehow doesn't ap- This would have spelled even more trouble 
Also, General Electric (GE), is now required ply to three uranium strip mines in the area for the bighorn sheep as well as other ani- 
by law to begin the cleanup of the 1.3 mil- owned by Denison Mines that appear to be mals and plants that call the Kofa home, 
lion pounds of (PCBs) that they dumped into opening regardless. 

the Hudson River, have decided to ship the Corporations Aren't People Too! 

dredged-up waste about 2,000 miles to be Navajo Homes Finally to be Free Tired of the Swiss company Nestle siphon- 

dumped in West Texas. For the next six years, of Uranium Contamination? ing off groundwater to sell as Poland Springs, 

trains filled with toxic riverbed sediment will Fifty years after it made the mess, the US three towns in Maine have passed ordinances 
be traveling across the country in one of the government is finally starting to address recognizing that corporations have no rights 
most amazing Not In My Backyard (NIMBY) the problems of uranium contamination of personhood, that ecosystems have a right 
actions ever seen. The Environmental Protec- in the Navajo Nation. Between the 1940s to flourish and that people have a right to 
tion Agency (EPA) has, of course, given their and '80s, millions of tons of uranium were self-governance — including doing things 
full approval to the plan. The EPA admits that mined on indigenious lands, and many of like putting the water into public trust. Let's 
treating the soil directly, to make it less tox- the houses are built out of contaminated hope we hear more good stories from these 
ic, is feasible, but not nearly as cheap as just earth, which has led to no small number of towns: Shapleigh, Newman and Wells, 
dumping it in the desert. health problems. The government is now 

tearing down those houses and rebuilding What DoYou Mean, GM Crops 
Oh, That Wacky Monsanto them — hopefully, in a timely manner, of Won't Feed The World? 

What will they think of next? In another course, this is really only the tip _ We all knew Monsanto and other 
bit of PCB news, it has been determined in of the uranium iceberg in the genetically modified (GM) "food" producers 

court that Monsanto intentionally didn't Navajo Nation, and there are were just in it for the buck, but proof comes 

bother to tell the folks living near a Jefferson, n i 1 finally from the Union of Concerned 

Kentucky, Monsanto plant about all of the Scientists. In their study Failure to Yield, 

PCBs they were dumping in the river. Even jflHL one of the first long-term analysis's of 

though, you know, people caught and ate GM crops reveals that herbicide-resistant 

the fish of that river, and PCBs are known to crops offer no net yield increase. The 

cause neurodevelopmental and behavioral m f i m ' 1 ': '' jtf'JmjMsA | Hf study goes on to say that organic methods 

disorders. How did this get discovered in actually increase productivity by 100 

court, this wanton disregard for people's percent and cut costs significantly, and that 

lives and the health of the river? They the developing world would be much better 

admitted it happily. In video testimony in a b antl oning industrial agriculture. Who 

1998, a former employee was asked if they would have thought? 

was his reply. "There was no rational EU Won't Force Countries Plant 

reason" to let folks know about what GM Com 

they were up to. Wy. -y*j|s. Austria and Hungary already knew what 

was up with the GM crop thing and have 

Like a Dripping Faucet, Only Worse bans against it. But the executive branch 

Radioactively contaminated water is * of the European Union (EU) really, really 

"leaking" from a tailings dam at Ranger more than 500 abandoned uranium mines wanted to force them to repeal their bans 

Uranium Mine in Australia's Kakadu still on their land that have yet to be dealt and allow Monsanto and Bayer GM crops to 

National Park. By leaking, I mean that with properly. be planted. Fortunately, the member nations 

26,000 gallons of radioactive water are of the EU voted against the wishes of their 

pouring out every day. That's three gas Great Lakes Wolves Back on executive branch and allowed the two coun- 
tankers full. Of course, the owners of the Endangered Species List tries to keep their bans in place, 

mine, Energy Resources of Australia — the It's a good time to be a wolf in Minnesota, 

third-largest producer of uranium in the Michigan and Wisconsin — well, a slightly better Border Patrol Says It Won't Spray 
world and a subsidiary of the quite-shady time. After years of back-and-forth, Great Lakes Herbicides (From Planes) 
multinational Rio Tinto Group — say that wolves are back on the Endangered Species List, In more evidence that the anti-immigration 

there's nothing wrong and that the water at least temporarily. This means people can't folks are also anti-environment, it turns out 
hasn't polluted the national park in any go around shooting them so often. Of course, thaf the US Border Patrol had been planning 
way. I guess we should just believe them. readers of this foumal most likely already know to spray a broad-spectrum herbicide along 

that because Obama is no great environmental 130 miles of the US-Mexico border by 
The Grand Canyon Sorta Saved savior, and this is yet another lesson. It was his aircraft. The citizens of Laredo, Texas, who 
Uranium prices are on the rise, it turns administration that pulled them off the list in were to be the guinea pigs, fought against 
out, what with its ability to turn entire cit- the first place last April (see £F//May-June 2009). the plan and won. Well, they "won." The 
ies into shadows and horror. Er, I mean, Of course, Bush had done the same thing, too, Border Patrol has instead agreed to cut down 
provide electricity. So people — well, cor- and it's only because of the tireless actions of all of the vegetation and spray herbicides by 
porations — have been eyeing the Grand many different environmental groups that hand, rather than dumping it out of planes. 
Canyon as an excellent place to mine for they're protected at all. 


The Grand Canyon before the extensive mining for urainium. 
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From the USTarnac 9 Support Committee: 

On November 11 2008, French Anti-Terrorism Police arrested around 20 people, mostly in Tamac, a small village in the Corrhze region of central 
France. Nine were subsequently accused of "criminal association for the purposes of terrorist activity" in connection with the sabotage of train lines 
which had caused delays on the French railways. Very little evidence has been presented against them, but central to the prosecution is their alleged 
authorship of a book. The Coming Insurrection, and their association with what a scare-mongering French government and media have termed an 
"ultra-left" or "anarcho-autonomous movement." 

They and others are the victims of a witch-hunt in which the word "terrorism" is applied to any ideas and practices which challenge the status quo. 
An international movement is emerging in their support. 


The following text is an excerpt from "The Sixth Circle" of The Com- 
ing Insurrection. Not only do the Tamac 9 deserve the support of Earth 
Firstlers as part of the international Green Scare, but the text offers a solid 
critique of the falsities of sustainability and green capitalism, as well as 
a variety of other discussions floating around within radical ecological 
circles. Here's some questions the text brought up fair me: do our projects 
help capitalism find new frontiers of exploitation and continuation; are 
the "solutions" that we're offering up and the way* that we're fighting 
just drawing the destruction out ovdr a longer time-frame? Wii Heed id 
look seriously at what we want as an end result to our resistance. Is it the 
creation of "a steady state economy" that is "riot a threat to sustainability 
and well-being" or does it go beyond that? 

— Fiac 

The Environment is an Industrial Challenge. 

It goes like this: they hired our parents to destroy this world, now 
they'd like to put us to work rebuilding it, and — to top it all off— at 
a profit. The morbid excitement that animates journalists and ad- 
vertisers these days as they report each new proof of global warming 
reveals the steely smile of the new green capitalism, in the making 
since the '70s, which we waited for at the turn of the century but 
which never came. Well, here it is! It's sustainability! Alternative so- 
lutions, that's it too! The health of the planet demands it! No doubt 
about it anymore, it's a green scene; the environment will be the 
crux of the political economy of the 21 century. A new volley of "in- 
dustrial solutions" comes with each new catastrophic possibility. 

The inventor of the H-bomb, Edward Teller, proposes shoot- 
ing millions of tons of metallic dust into the stratosphere to stop 
global warming. The National Aeronautics and Space Administra- 
tion (NASA), frustrated at having to shelve its idea of an anti-missile 
shield in the museum of cold war horrors, suggests installing a gi- 
gantic mirror beyond the moon's orbit to protect us from the sun's 
now-fatal rays. Another vision of the future: a motorized humanity, 
driving on bio-ethanol from Sao Paulo to Stockholm; the dream of 
cereal growers the world over, for it only means converting all of the 
planet's arable lands into soy and sugar beet fields. Eco-friendly cars, 
clean energy and environmental consulting coexist painlessly with 
the latest Chanel ad in the pages of glossy magazines. 

We are told that the environment has the incomparable merit of 
being the first truly global problem presented to humanity. A global 
problem, which is to say a problem that only those who are organized 
on a global level will be able to solve. And we know who they are. 
These are the very same groups that for close to a century have been 
the vanguard of disaster, and certainly intend to remain as such, for 
the small price of a change of logo. That EDF 1 had the impudence to 
bring back its nuclear program as the new solution to the globaLen- 
ergy crisis says plenty about how much the new solutions resemble 
the old problems. 

From Secretaries of State to the back rooms of alternative cafes, 

concerns are always expressed in the same words, the same as thev've 
w gci frtovuteeu; i ms Time irs not to rebuild 

the country like in the post-war era, not for the Ethiopians like in 
the '80s, not for employment like in the '90s. No, this time it's for 
the environment. It will thank you for it. A1 Gore and de-growth 
movement 2 stand side by side with the eternal great souls of the 


Republic to do their part in resuscitating the little people of the Left 
and the well-known idealism of youth. Voluntary austerity writ large 
on their banner, they work benevolently to make us compliant with 
the "coming ecological state of emergency." -The round and sticky 
mass of their guilt lands on our tired shoulders, coddling us to culti- 
vate our garden, sort out our trash and eco-compost the leftovers of 
this macabre feast. 

Managing the phasing out of nuclear power, excess carbons in the 
atmosphere, melting glaciers, hurricanes, epidemics, global over- 
population, erosion Of the soil, mass extinction of living species... 
this will be out burden. They tell us, "everjrdriie miist do their part," 
if we want to save our beautiful mod&‘ of dtHliiiitibh. Wdfove to 
consume a little less in order to be able to keep consuming. We have 
to produce organically in order to keep producing. We have to control 
ourselves in order to go on controlling. This is the logic of a world strain- 
ing to maintain itself whilst giving itself an air of historical rupture. 
This is how they would like to convince us to participate in the great 
industrial challenges of this century. And in our bewilderment we're 
ready to leap into the arms of the very same ones who presided over 
the devastation, in the hope that they will get us out of it. 

Ecology isn't simply the logic of a total economy; it's the new 
morality of capital. The system's internal state of crisis and the rig- 
orous screening that's underway demand a new criterion in the 
name of which this screening and selection will be carried out. 
From one era to the next, the idea of virtue has never been any- 
thing but an invention of vice. Without ecology, how could we jus- 
tify the existence of two different food regimes, one "healthy and 
organic" for the rich and their children, and the other notoriously 
toxic for the plebes, whose offspring are damned to obesity. The 
planetary hyper-bourgeoisie wouldn't be able to make their normal 
lifestyle seem respectable if its latest caprices weren't so scrupu- 
lously "respectful of the environment." Without ecology, nothing 
would have enough authority to gag any and all objections to the 
exorbitant progress of control. 

Tracking, transparency, certification, eco-taxes, environmen- 
tal excellence and the policing of water all give us an idea of the 
coming state of ecological emergency. Everything is permitted to 
a power structure that bases its authority in Nature, in health and 
in well-being. 

"Once the new economic and behavioral culture has become com- 
mon practice, coercive measures will doubtlessly fall into disuse of 
their own accord." You'd have to have all the ridiculous aplomb of 
a TV crusader to maintain such a frozen perspective and in the same 
breath incite us to feel sufficiently "sorry for the planet" to get mo- 
bilized, whilst remaining anesthetized enough to watch the whole 
thing with restraint and civility. The new green-asceticism is precisely 
the self-control that is required of us all in order to negotiate a rescue 
, operation where the system has taken itself hostage. From now on, it's 
in the name of environmentalism that we must all tighten our belts, 
just as we did yesterday in the name of the economy. The roads could 

certainly be transformed into bicycle paths, we ourselves could per- 
haps. tP a rorfain Hoo—- * 1 -* u**v. Uttj< ten. a ^UdXdlllCtAl XUCOme, 

but only at the price of an entirely therapeutic existence. Those who 

1 fclectricite de France — the main electricity generator/distributor in France. 

2 The de-growth movement is a political and economic ideology advocating a gradual 
decrease in economic output. For further information check out links at: www.degrowth. 
net/Sites-sur-la-decroissance. 
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claim that generalized self-control will spare, us from an environ- the international flows that regulate the tempo of the metropolis be 
mental dictatorship are lying: one will prepare the way for the other, interrupted, let Us suffer some great social disruption and some great 
and we'll end up with both. ■ "return to savagery of the population/' a "planetary threat," the 

As long as there is Man and Environment, the police will be there "end of civilization!" Either way, any loss of control would be pref- 
between them. - / ' v - ; erable to all the crisis management scenarios they envision. When 

Everything about the environmentalist's discourse must be this comes, the specialists in sustainable development won't be the 
turned upside-down. Where they talk of "catastrophes" to label the ones with the best advice. It's within the malfunction and short- 
present system's mismanagement of beings and things, we only see circuits of the system that we find the elements of a response whose 
the catastrophe of its all too perfect operation. The greatest wave logic would be to abolish the problems themselves. Among the sig- 
of famine ever known in the tropics (1876-1879) coincided with a natory nations to the Kyoto Protocol, the only countries that have 
global drought, but more significantly/ it also coincided with the fulfilled their commitments, in spite of themselves, are the Ukraine 
apogee of colonization. The destruction of the peasant's world and and Romania. Guess why. The most advanced experimentation with 
of local alimentary practices meant the disappearance of the means "organic" agriculture on a global level has taken place since 1989 on 
for dealing with scarcity. More than the lack of water, it was the the island of Cuba. Guess why. And it's along the African highways, 
effect of the rapidly expanding colonial economy that littered the and nowhere else, that auto mechanics has been elevated to a form 
Tropics with millions of emaciated corpses. What presents itself of popular art. Guess how. 

everywhere as an ecological catastrophe has never stopped being, What makes the crisis desirable is that in the crisis the environment 

above all, the manifestation of a disastrous relationship to the ceases to be the environment. We are forced to reestablish contact, 
world. Inhabiting a nowhere makes us vulnerable to the slightest albeit a potentially fatal one, with what's there, to rediscover the 
jolt in the system, to the slightest climactic risk. As the latest tsu- rhythms of reality. What surrounds us is no longer a landscape, a 
nami approached and the tourists continued to frolic in the waves, panorama, a theater, but something to inhabit, something we need 
the islands' hunter-gatherers hastened to flee the coast, following to come to terms with, something we can learn from. We won't let 
the birds. Environmentalism's present paradox is that under the ourselves be led astray by the one's who've brought about the contents 
pretext of saving the planet from desolation it merely saves the of the "catastrophe." Where the managers platonically discuss among 
causes of its desolation. themselves how they might decrease emissions "without breaking the 

The normal functioning of the world usually serves to hide our bank," the only realistic option we can see is to "break the bank" 
state of truly catastrophic dispossession. What is called "catastro- as soon as possible and, in the meantime, take advantage of every 

phe" is no more than the forced- s uspension of this state, one of collapse irrthe system to increase our own strength. _ 

those rare moments when we regain some sort of presence in the For the complete text and more information about the Tamac 9 please 
world. Let the petroleum reserves run out earlier than expected; let visit, www.taenac9.wordpress.com 


by jimmy 1. HAND how to keep global free trade going. At their last meeting in Britain, 

The economy is collapsing. Everyone is losing their jobs. The over- they agreed to resist protectionism, and approved a $250 billion 
paid stock traders are throwing themselves out of windows — okay, credit line for trade. 

maybe not that last one, but we.can hope, right? Obama and Bush are in consensus about this, by the way. Free 

It's terrible how badly this is affecting the lower and middle classes trade good. American-made products bought in America bad. 
while the rich continue to get richer. But it would be simplistic to say This September 24-25, the G20 is meeting in Pittsburgh to try, 
that the failing economy is forcing people out of then horpes. Bank- once agqip, tp,salyage the globalized economy. They want to give 
ers are throwing,people out of. their -homes. Capitalism is throwing this, dying heast, this juggernaut that has devoured so much of the 

people out pf ,their homes, ; , , , t „ ,, natural world, another shot. 

But capitalism is in crisis, and it's about time. . ■ Naturally/there are those of us, who don't want to let them. And 

Let's be clear: when we're talking about capitalism, we're not talk- the way that we make our voices heard, the way that we take action, 

ing about the use of money in economies. We're talking about the is to prevent them from meeting in the first place. It takes a hell of 

ability to use money — capital — to make more money. This concept a lot of coordination to get so many powerful folks together in one 

is part of what leads to industrialization, to global trade, to the eco- place, and every hour we can keep them from speaking makes it 

logical crisis we face. more likely that they won't be able to keep us from having our local- 

Free trade agreements— in which an economically wealthy nation ized economies, 
bullies a weaker nation into abandoning labor and environmental All kinds of people are gathering in Pittsburgh this September to 
protections — are finally beginning to falter. Japan exported 50 percent disrupt their talks: labor organizers and anarchists, and other regular 
less in February 2009 than it did in February 2008. Germany's exports folks who are sick of global governance. Environmentalists need to 
are down 25 percent. Uri Dadush, the former head of international be there too, because the earth is being slaughtered by the status quo 
trade at the World Bank, is "terrified" to learn that world trade is of this civilization, and the G20 is trying to save the status quo. 
falling at a rate of 20 percent per year. Of course, all this cheerleading of the recession is ethically fuzzy. 

This means that every year, 20 percent less useless crap is being I'm trying to look on the bright side of things: industry can't pol- 
shipped across the globe by super-tankers. It means that more people lute when it can't afford to operate. But there're a lot of real dan- 
are eating and spending locally. The US Commerce Department re- gers to the earth — and people, and non-human animals — tied in to 
ported that Americans aren't buying as many foreign products, that all of this. Thanks to our desire to get our energy more locally, the 
the trade deficit (the ratio between imports and exports) dropped coal industry is doing just dandy, it turns out, and nuclear power is 
10 billion dollars between January and February this year. And even back on the table. Whether it's the recession's fault or the bankers' 
"progressive" news media like National Public Radio (NPR) reports fault, people getting kicked out of their houses is terrible. Not hav- 
that this falling deficit is a bad thing. ing enough to eat is terrible. And who knows what the dangers of a 

But it isn't. Well, yes, it's bad for our globalized economy, but sudden upsurge in hunting are to animal populations? 
what is bad for the global economy fs good for the earth. It's not a crystal clear thing: capitalism bad, recession good. But 

Thanks to the recession, the demand for paper and timber has there are real tangible upsides to all of this, and all I'm saying is that 
dropped remarkably, and timber companies 
ing bankrupt. In a strange twist, a lot of tree 
farm owners are trying to get paid to leave 
trees uncut, since, you know, trees are made 
of carbon. Of course, they'd still fire all the 
loggers — once again proving that logging 
companies don't give a damn about jobs, 
despite their impassioned pleas about "sav- 
ing jobs" whenever we approach them about 
how badly they are destroying the earth. 

And all over the media, economists are 
screaming that "protectionism" (laws that 
protect, say, the environment and worker's 
rights by increasing barriers to trade and in- 
sulating local economies) is going to destroy 
civilization. We're too global ..to stop free 
trade now, they say. 

The Group of 20, or the G20 as it's usu- 
ally known, is a global governance body 
that exists to make economic decisions on 
a world-wide scale. The 20 are the heads of 
the nineteen wealthiest countries, plus the 
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across the US are go- we shouldn't be afraid to smile when timber companies go bankrupt. 



FREETRADE IN FREEFALL 


F.xironean Union. And their business is to vet together to figure ot 


An Update about moving the EF! Journal 

why we arenft ready to sail this ship from Tucson just yet 


For those who attended this year's Earth 
First! Journal discussion at the Organizers' 
Conference and Winter Rendezvous (OC) 
in February, you may recall three hours dis- 
cussing a possible move of the Journal from 
the Sonoran Desert Chuk'shon region to the 
Appalachian Katuah region. Though there 
was not the presence of an Asheville collec- 
tive at the OC, there was a friend of the Jour- 
nal, a representative — someone who kindly 
provided hypothetical answers to questions 
raised. At the end of the discussion we asked 
who was opposed to the move; among the 
few hands raised were those of the current 
long-term Journal collective. 

After the OC, the Journal collective took 
the short ride back to the grind and felt 
slightly mixed about the discussion's con- 
clusion: we would move forward with plans 
to re-locate the Journal to Asheville, North 
Carolina in one year's time and revisit the 
progress made in six months at the Sum- 
mer Round River Rendezvous (RRR). 

During the six-month time period be- 
tween gatherings the Journal collective re- 
ceived a few fornis of communication frorh 
Katuah and people who were going to help 
facilitate the move, as well as some resis- 
tance. We also received, communication 
from folks in Three Rivers Earth First!, re- 
minding us there are options to consider. 

The Journal discussion at this year's 
Rondy was less than three hours long. 
The Journal collective arrived slightly 
bruised. We had just completed our first 
issue as a new long-term editorial collec- 


tive, all two of us, and Sasha — the die- 
hard short-termer. 

The Journal discussions are a regular oc- 
currence at Earth First! gatherings. Part of 
the inspiration for this detailed update came 
from "Twenty Years of The Radical Environ- 
mental Journal," a history lesson featured 
in the 20-year anniversary edition of the 
Earth First! Journal. The difficulty of moving 
this operation from one bioregion to an- 
other is important to reference. One thing 
is certain, it isn't easy for anyone — the edi- 
torial collective nor those who would like 
to help facilitate a move or take-on aspects 
of the project. 

That said, even with a three persyn collec- 
tive, we recently produced ah issue we are 
proud to stand by! Our only problem — prior 
to the Rondy there was around $200 in the 
bank and a storage unit bill to cover. What 
does a poor editorial collective do when they 


RRR and leave the journals behind, fully pro- 
cessed and un-mailed, looking forward to the 
mountains and support from the move- 
ment. As hard-working as any of us are, we 
can't mail out, the Journal without money. 
There is no one to blame for these issues, 
and as we recently established — during the 
communication that is happening among 
EFJers — this patient is on the road to reovery! 

The Rondy discussion did bring support, 
to our door, though, and we are very great- 
ful for the kind donations from our poetry 
editor, private donors, Free Geek Portland, 
our new lifetime subscriber, Jim Flynn, “the.-: 


Roadshow crew and every supporter of the 
Earth First! JoumaU 

For now, the Journal will remain in 
Tucson, and the good news is, we love the 
Earth First! JoumaU As a collective we want to 
mail it out on time and without fail, produce 
a periodical that can be read a hundred times 
before it's pages are worn and help it become 
financially stable again. We want to build a 
strong collective and help make the Journal 
run smoothly, continuing to be a successful 
and active tool for movements worldwide. 

The collective this issue — finally with two 
short-termers — has been meeting every week 
to brainstorm, restructuring ideas for the 
Journal and are communicating with other 
groups and individuals about these ideas. 
Please send in your responses to our small 
survey below or contribute on-line. Refor- 
matting the journal is only one aspect of 
how we have been working Our way back to- 
ward a more balanced model of operations. 
Certainly upgrading our computers is going 
to help everything run more smoothly (all 
thanks to Free Geek, and Magpie!). 

The Summer donation letters were mailed 
late this year, but here's a massive thanks for 
the donations that we have already received! 
We sincerely appreciate every dollar bill and 
renewed subscription sent our way! 

Let us luddites and Monkeywrenchers bask 
in our own glory, the Earth First! Journal will 
never die, it will simply continue to trans- 
form till the end of our days! 

In solidarity, with love and for the Wild! 

' r “t-the EF! J Collective 



The Earth First! Journal {EF! Journal) Collective would like to re- 
structure the publication, website and possibly even the collective 
process of how the EF! Journal is produced. We have an interest in 
these changes for a number of reasons, including: allowing the EF! 
Journal website to be a regularly updated more active resource to the 
on-line community, creating a publication that is more durable and 
finding a formula for the EF! Journal that is financially stable. 

..One proposal we are working with is moving the EF! Journal to a 
quarterly publication, which could save money and production time 
by adapting to a new print cycle. The new edition of the EF! Journal 
would ideally be "perfect bound" (i.e. the EF! J 20 th year anniversary 
edition) or staple bound (i.e. how the Journal was produced before 
switching back to newspaper style). The EF! Journal is an active re- 
source for communities across the country and in other parts of the 
world and an evolution from its current formats could help to better 


promote the principals, projects and campaigns more easily if a.) set- 
up as a newswire web page, b.) a PDF newsletter that groups can add 
to, print and distribute, and c.) a more physically sturdy publication 
that can be read by countless people as well as sold more widely. 

Another concept we have been developing is a proposal for de- 
centralizing the production of the EF! Journal. This concept will only 
work with Earth First! groups or individual Earth First!ers have a 
strong interest in bottom-lining different aspects of the production. 
So far, we have had a good responce to this developing concept. If 
your EF! group would be interested in the growth of this proposal, 
please get in touch so we can include you in the discussions. 

Lend your voice to theses conversations by answering the follow- 
ing questions. Please feel free to submit additional words of advice, 
encouragement and other suggestions. Thank you for your partici- 
pation, please refrain from shouting out rude statements. 


1. Are you currently subscribed to the 
Earth First! JoumaU 

a. Yes 

b. No 

2. Have you subscribed in the past? 

a. Yes 

b. No 

3. Do you buy your copies of the EF! 
Journal for a bookstore, co-op or indepen- 
dent seller? 

a. Yes 

b. No 

4. For how many years have you been 

reading the EF! Journal ? 

5. On a scale of 1-10 (10 being the 
highest) of what importance do you place 
the EF! Journal among other environmental 
publications? ■ 

6. Do you personally believe print is 
dead or should die? 

a. Yes 
- - b.NO 


7. Do you get the majority of your news 
from the internet? 

a. Yes 

b. No 

8. What are a couple other publications 
and/or news sources do you depend on? 


9. Would your support of the Earth First! 
Journal change if it was produced on a quar- 
terly basis? 

a. Yes 

b. No 

10. Do you wish the EF! Journal was: 

a. A monthly newsletter (printed on 
8.5x11 paper, in black and white, 
staple bound) 

b. In magazine format 

c. Continuing in its current newspaper style 

d. A quarterly, bound publication 

e. Able to be purchased in more places 

f. Other ideas: 


11. Do you wish the EF! Journal website 
was: 

a. Updated more regularly 

b. Downloadable in PDF format 

c. Set up as an open-publishing news 
wire (i.e. Indymedia sites) where people 
submit content and are able to see their posting 
that day 

d. Completely replacing the print version of 
the Ep! Journal 

e. Other ideas: 


12. If the EF! Journal was available online in 
its entirity as well as able to be downloaded 
and printed, would you subscribe or donate 
to the project? 

a. Yes 

b. NO 

12. Do you think that a de-eentralization 
of the production of the EF! Journal, if done 
right, could be a good opportunity to find a 
more sustainable model then the one we are 
currently working with? ,..„J 

a. Yes 

b. No 


Page 24 Earth First! Mabon 2009 


Brazilian Landless Movement Feels Loss in Their Struggle 

The Brazilian Landless Movement (MST) suffered the loss of five 
of their workers on July 6, 2009. Joao Pereira da Silva, Juarez Cesario 
da Silva, Natalicio Gomes da Silva, Goncalves Olimpio Cosme and 
Dede were all shot execution-style while working on a construction 
project that the five were very dedicated to. Erionaldo Josda Silva 
was also present at the site and was shot in the shoulder. The settle- 
ment where the violence took place, Garrote, houses 30 families. 
Three years ago it acquired the title of permanent possession (basi- 
cally, ownership through squatting). 

"We live in a permanent conflict here in the state." said Jamie 
Amorim member of the MST's national coordination and the coor- 
dinator of the settlement, "so it is quite likely that these workers are 
victims of a revenge of the latifundia or ultra-reactionary people who 
try to fight the spread of the Landless Movement. Unfortunately it is 
a difficult situation, but in the class struggle, we must face as we are 
facing a long time this type of violence." 

Joao Pereira da Silva was a local organizer and had been coordinat- 
ing the construction of Garrote. The other four had been a part of 
the construction project for more than four weeks. 

AETA2 Back in Jail, Jordan Holliday Indicted with Contempt 

Half a year after their initial arrest, BJ Viehl and Alex HaH have 
once again been incarcerated for breaking bond agreements. The 
two Utah activists were arrested in March for suspicion of involve- 
ment with 2008 mink liberations (see EF!J May-June 5009). BJ was 
taken back into custody of the state on June 29. Alex on July 15. 

Jordan Holliday, who resisted a federal grand Jury in March, has 
been released on bail as of June 29, 2009. Jordan has been indicted 
with felony contempt of court. If convicted, Jordan's freedom will be 
at the disposal of their judge. 

As of print, no court dates have been set for any» of the defen- 
dants. To write BJ or Alex, see page 26. For additional updates 
and further information on BJ, Alex and Jordan please visit www. 

SUPPORTBJANDALEX.COM. 


Repression Surrounding 1-69 Resistance Still Growing 

On July 9, 2009, four officers surprised Bloomington, Indiana 
resident Philip Shelton at his near-west-side home. Philip was pre- 
sented with a search warrant authorizing his forceful detainment for 
the purpose of obtaining photos, fingerprints and a DNA sample. 
Officers escorted Philip to the State Police Post. 

According to released affidavits, Philip is suspected of allegedly 
"participating in the planning and/or execution of July 9, 2007 office 
invasions" (see EF!J May-June 2007), similar to the charges of Hugh 
and Tiga (see EF!f July-August 2009). The state's three reasons for alleg- 
ing Philip's involvement are: that Philip is alleged to live with Hugh, 
that last spring he was stopped by police while providing information 
about 1-69 to residents living around its proposed corridor, and that 
someone in a car registered to Philip allegedly visited an Interstate-69 
(1-69) planning office to inquire about the project. 

These allegations are in a continuance of the state of Indiana's 
retaliation on Roadblock Earth First! 's resistance to the 1-69 construc- 
tion. Taken from Hugh and Tiga's Support page: 

"In posting this affidavit, we do mean to highlight the absurdity of 
the state's legitimating a forceful seizure of a DNA sample with a list 
of quite clearly legal acts. But the accusations levied against Philip 


are consistent with those of the larger case against 1-69 resisters (and 
the years of surveillance upon which it is based), trends which ought 
give greater pause than a run of the mill 'breach of civil liberties.'" 

Please see www.mostlyeverything.net for further information and 
ways to help support all 1-69 resistors. For information on the cam- 
paign against 1-69 see www.stopi69.wordpress.com. 

Tarnac 9 Still a Target of Repression 

In early July, three individuals were served summons to appear 
as material witnesses to speak against the Tarnac 9. In one case, on 
July 16, 2009, Berlin police officers raided one of the three homes 
for a hand- writing sample. Apparently it was for .a comparison to 
a letter found with one of the initial Tarnac 9 comrades accused 
in France, and — as they assume and want to prove — signed with 
her name. x 

Released information on the three is unclear. One of the sum-' 
monsed remained silent under section 55 of the Penal Code, and, 
after 16 hours, he was allowed to leave free of charges. 

One persyn was arrested at the conclusion of a court-solidarity dem- 
onstration in Berlin. She came in before six judges wearing an ape suit 
with a placard against the transport of nuclear wastes attached to it's 
ass. For two hours, she refused to cooperate with the judges. 

Solidarity demonstrations were held in both Hamburgh and Berlin 
on both days that the three appeared. 

For background information, as well as more detailed accounts of 
the Tarnac 9 and updates, visit www.tarnac9.wordpress.com. 

90-Day Sentence for Barley Barber Swamp Defender 

Despite receiving a not-guilty verdict for trespassing, Everglades 
Earth Firstler (EEF!) Stevie Lynn Lowe is now serving a 90-day sen- 
tence for her charge of resisting arrest that stems from an effort to 
defend Barely Barber swamp (see EF!J March- April 2009). Stevie had 
swam through the swamp, climbed a swamp maple and locked her- 
self to it. An Appellate Bond of $10,000 has been set for Stevie. In 
addition to a 90-day sentence, a year of probation and legal fees 
nearing a $1,000 have fallen into Stevie's incarcerated lap. 

Some supporters are attributing Stevie's lengthy sentence to an 
overreaction by the judge to Stevie's desire to have a jury trial. 
Over-zealous-to-sentence judges have become a trend in cases that 
attempt to go to trial. Other EEFIers have received 30-day sentances 
for similar actions. A co-defendant of Stevie's received a five-day 
sentence after pleading guilty. 

On August 12, EEFIers- went to the jail Stevie was incarcerated in 
with money-in-hand to pay Stevie's appellate bond. She is now pur- 
suing an appeal of the "resisting arrest (without violence)" charge, 
after being found Not Guilty of trespass by a Martin County jury. 
Florida Power and Lights (FPL) failed to prove they own the land they 
arrested people on, and they are now refusing to offer a date that the 
swamp will be re-opened to the public (after the January protest, 
FPL had announced a re-opening in 2010). Their latest excuse is that 
they will be waiting 'till after they complete the new solar power 
project they are building on site. Once again, the energy industry 
is hiding behind greenwash to distract us from the destruction they 
are causing. But we are done asking them to re-open a swamp that 
they can't even prove they own. EEF! has begun coordinating trips 
into the swamp for members of the public and media. 

Additional information on Stevie's case, resistance to FPL and other 
stories of swamp revelry can be found at www.evergladesearthfirst.org. 



announcements 


G20 in Pittsburgh 

September 24— Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
If you are enraged about how the corporate world has waged war 
on the wild, if you are tired of seeing the animals (both human and 
non) destroyed for greed, if you want to see capitalism kicked while 
it's down, then come out to Pittsburgh to end the G8's reign of terror 
and help everyone else there shut down the meetings. If you have any 
questions or want more info on strategy, planning, or tactics go to www. 
resistg20.org. For inspiration, research the recent Italy G8 protests. 

First Ever Seattle Anarchist Book Fair 

October 17-18— Seattle, Washington 
Seattle's first Anarchist Book Fair is kicking off this October and 
you're invited. Wanting that new AK Press title you just saw at a 
friend's? What about that zine you fell in love with, but haven't 
been able to find in years? Or maybe you just want to socialize 
with long lost friends? Come out to Seattle for all the literature 
and'propaganda you could ever want. For more information, go to 

WWW.SEATTLEANARCHIST.ORG. 


Climate Crisis Action Day 

October 24 

A group called 350.org is calling for a day of action to bring atten- 
tion to the number 350. This number is important because NASA 
scientist James Hanson released a study that shows that if carbon in 
the atmosphere tops 350 parts per million, then all life will start to 
die out as it adapted to lower levels. The bad news is that it's at 390 
right now. Photograph your action and post it on 350.org to show 
solidarity. To learn more visit-www.350.ORG. 

United Nations Climate Change Conference 

December 7-18, 2009— Copenhagen, Denmark 
The world's nations are coming together to discuss the future of 
the natural world. It's at this conference that leaders will be giving 
statistics and dates when they plan on have their nations Carbon 
Dioxide emissions lower a fraction of where it needs to be. And 
what better way to let them know that we're not kidding when we 
say "no compromise", than mass protests and demanding lower 
emissions sooner? - 
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The following list is a small sample of the total number of political 
prisoners and prisoner support groups worldwide. Regulations for mail 
sent to prisoners vary according to individual prisons. Before sending 
monetary donations, stamps, books or packages, ask prisoners what 
the regulations are. Assume that the authorities read everything you 
write to a prisoner. When prisoners are awaiting trial or sentencing, it 
is best not to discuss their cases or related topics with them. Although 
some prisoners are listed together, they must be written to separately. 
Prisoners can obtain a discounted subscription to the EF! Journal by 
sending a book of 10 42c stamps to POB 3023, Tucson. AZ S5702. 
Individuals who want to sponsor a prisoner's subscription should send 
$20 to the same address. 


Prisoner and Legal 
Updates 

•Matt DePalma, #14126-041, 
moved to FCI Fairton POB 420 
Fairton, NJ 08320. Sentenced to 
3.5 years in prison for unlaw- 
ful possession of destructive 
devices at the 2008 Republican 
National Convention. 

•Byron Shane of Chubbock© 
Clan, #07909051, USP Lewis- 
burg POB 1000, Lewisburgh, 
PA, North America. Serving 
80 years for aggravated assault 
of federal agents, escape and 
bank robbery. "Oso Blanco" 
tunneled money that he stole 
from banks to the Zapatista 
Army of National Liberation, 
in Mexico. 

•Alex Hall,; Inmat,e #2009- 
06304, William James Viehl, 
Inmate #2009-05735, 800 West. 
State St. Davis County Jail, 800 
West State St., Farmington, UT 
84025, USA. Being held for- 
breaking bond after being ac- 
cused of raiding a mink farm. 

•Heather Nicholson, VM4859, 
HMP Foston Hall , Foston, Derby, 
Derbyshire DE65 5DN, UK. Serv- 
ing 11 years for conspiracy to 
blackmail people linked to HLS. 
For more information, visit www. 
myspace.com/shacukprisonersupport. 

Awaiting Trial or Sentencing 

•Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, 
SCI Greene, 175 Progress Dr, 
Waynesburg, PA 15370, USA. 
Awaiting resentencing to either 
life in prison or death. Abu-Ja- 
mal, a politically active journal- 
ist, was foamed for the murder of 
a cop in 1981. For more informa- 
tion, Visit WWW.FREEMUMIA.ORG. 

•Dean Cain, WJ4309, and 
Luke Steele, WJ4308, HMP Lin- 
coln, Greetwell Rd, Lincoln, 
LN2 4BD, UK. Awaiting trial on 
three charges related to interfer- 
ing with animal research on a 
rabbit farm. 

•Daniele Casalini, Via Casale 
50/a, 15040 San Michele (AL), 
Italy. Awaiting trial for alleg- 
edly using explosives to damage 
power lines. Casalini is a mem- 
ber of II Silvestre, an Italian eco- 
anarchist group and frequent 
target of state repression. 

•Francesco Gioia,Via Casale 
50/a, 15040 San Michele (AL), It- 
aly. Moved to the above address. 
Awaiting trial for allegedly using 
explosives to damage power lines. 
Gioia is a member of II Silvestre. 


•John Graham, Pennington 
County Jail, 307 St Joseph 
Street, Rapid City, SD 57701, 
USA. Awaiting trial on murder 
charges. Graham was framed 
by the FBI for the 1975 mur- 
der of fellow American Indian 
Movement (AIM) activist Anna 
Mae Pictou-Aquash. 

•Bryan Griffiths, XW8892, 
HMP Hewell, Hewell Lane, 
Redditch, B97 6QS, UK. A 
hunt monitor on remand who 
is falsely accused of murdering 
a hunt supporter following a 
tragic accident. Griffiths was 
monitoring a hunt when he 
landed to refuel. A hunt sup- 
porter was hit by the helicop- 
ter and died. Despite this being 
.a: clear accident; . Griffiths has . 
been charged with murder. 

. ; . ’■* * /M- i4 j 

Animal Liberation 

•Jon Ablewhite, TB4885, and 
Kerry Whitburn, TB4886, HMP 
LHMP Ranby, Retford, Notts, 
DN22 8EU, England. Serving 12 
years for conspiracy to black- 
mail a supplier of guinea pigs 
for vivisection. 

•Dan Amos, VN7818, HMP 
Guys Marsh, Shaftesbury, Dor- 
set, SP7 0AH, England. Amos is 
serving four years for conspiracy 
to blackmail people linked to 
Huntingdon Life Sciences (HLS). 
For more information, visit www. 
Myspace.com/supportdan. 

•Gregg Avery, TA7450, HMP 
Coldingley, Shaftesbury Road, 
Bisley, Woking, Surrey, GU24 
9EX, UK. Serving nine years for 
conspiracy to blackmail people 
linked to HLS. For more infor- 
mation, visit WWVy.MYSPACE.COM/. 
■shacukprisonersupport. 

•Natasha Avery, NR8987, HMP 
Send, Ripley Road, Woking, Sur- 
rey, GU23 7LJ, UK. Serving nine 
years for conspiracy to blackmail 
people linked to HLS. Visit www. 
myspace.com/shacukprisonersupport. 

•Mel Broughton, TN9138, HMP 
Frankland, Brasside, Durham, 
County Durham DH1 5 YD, Eng- 
land. Serving 10 years for conspir- 
acy to commit arson in connection 
with the campaign against Oxford 
University's primate lab. For more 
information, visit www.myspace. 
com/supportmel. 

•Jacob Conroy, #93501-011, 
FCI Terminal Island, POB 3007, 
San Pedro, CA 90731, USA. Serv- 
ing four years for conspiracy 
charges stemming from his work 


with Stop Huntingdon Animal 
Cruelty (SHAC). For more infor- 
mation, visit WWW.SUPPORTJAKE. 
ORG. 

•Donald Gurrie, A3660AA, 
HMP Parkhurst, Clissold Rd, 
Newport, Isle of Wight, POB 30 
5NX, UK. Serving an "indefinite 
sentence" of at least six years — 
with no fixed release date or 
upper limit — for arson against 
targets linked to the vivisec- 
tion industry. 

•Lauren Gazzola, #93497-011, 
FCI Danbury, Rte 37, Danbury, 
CT 06811, USA. Serving 4.5 
years for conspiracy charges 
stemming from her work with 
SHAC. For more information, 
visit www.suppqrtlauren.com. 

■ ‘Linda Greene #1300927, Cen- 
tury Regional Detention Facility, 
11705 S. Alameda -Street; Lyn- 
wood, CA 90262, USA. Being held 
on charges related to stalking and 
vivisection. 

•Gavin Medd-HaU, WV9475, 
HMP Coldingley, Shaftesbury 
Road, Bisley, Woking, Surrey, 
GU24 9EX, UK. Serving eight 
years in connection with the 
campaign against HLS. 

•Sean Kirtley, WC69 77, HMP 
Stafford, 54 Gaol Rd, Stafford, 
T16 3 AW, UK. Serving 4.5 
years for organizing legal dem- 
onstrations against Sequani, 
an animal-testing company. 
For more information, visit 
supportsean.wordpress.com. 

•Kevin Kjonaas, #93502-011, 
Unit I, FCI Sandstone, POB 1000, 
Sandstone, MN 55072, USA. 
Serving six years for conspiracy 
charges stemming from his work 
with SHAC. For more informa- 
tion, Visit WWW.SUPPORTKEVIN.COM. 

•PI Noordsingel, Peter Janssen 
5102880, Postbus 37066, 3005 
LB Rotterdam, Accused of free- 
ing mink from a fur farm. 

. «Kevin Olliff, #1300931, TTCF 
161 D-Pod, 450 Bauchet St., Los 
Angeles, CA 90012, USA. Being 
held on chareges related to stalk- 
ing and vivisection. 

•John Smith, TB4887, HMP 
Lindholme, Bawtry Road, Hat- 
field Woodhouse, Doncaster, 
DN7 6EE, UK. Serving 12 years 
for attempting to blackmail a 
farmer who supplied guinea pigs 
for vivisection. 

•Dan Wadham, A5705AA, 
HMP Camp Hill, Newport, Isle 
Of Wight, PO30 5PB,UK. Serv- 
ing five years in connection 


with the campaign against 
HLS. 

•Sarah Whitehead, VM7684, 
HMP Bronzefield, Woodthorpe 
Rd, Ashford, Middlesex, TW15 
3JZ, UK. Serving 15 months for 
burglary charges after rescuing 
an abused beagle from a danger- 
ous home and nine additional 
months from a prior suspended 
sentence for rescuing more than 
100 animals from a pet breeder 
who was later prosecuted for 
animal abuse. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.myspace.com/ 

SUPPORTSARAH. 

Ecodefense 

•Grant Barnes, #137563, San 
Carlos Correctional Facility, POB 
3,, Pueblo, CO, 81002, USA. Serv- 
ing 12 years for the Earth Libera- 
tion* Front (ELF)' arson of SUV's. 
For more information, visit www. 
GRANTBARNES.WORDPRESS.COM. 

•Nathan "Exile" Block, #36359- 
086, FGI Lompoc, 3600 Guard 
Rd, Lompoc, CA 93436, USA. 
Serving nearly eight years for 
ELF arsons at an SUV dealership 
and a hybrid poplar farm. 

•Marco Camenisch, Post- 
fach 3143, CH-8105 Regens- 
dorf, Switzerland. Serving 18 
years for using explosives to tar- 
get nuclear facility power lines 
and for the alleged murder of a 
Swiss border guard. .Camenisch 
reads French, German, Spanish 
and Italian fluently, as well as 
some English. 

•Jeffrey "Free" Luers, #13797671, 
Columbia River Correctional Insti- 
tution, 9111 NE Sunderland Ave, 
Portland, OR 97211, USA. Serving 
10 years for arson at a car dealer- 
ship and attempted arson of an oil 
truck. For more information, visit 

WWW. FREEFREENOW.ORG . 

•Marie Mason, #04672-061, 
FCI Waseca, Federal Correc- 
tional Institution, POB 1731, 
Waseca, MN 56093, USA. Serv- 
ing 21 years and 10 months for 
a series of ELF actions against 
genetic engineering and devel- 
opment. For more information, 

Visit WWW.FREEMARIE.ORG. 

•Eric McDavid, #16209-097, 
FCI Victorville Medium II, POB 
5300, Adelanto, CA 92301, 
USA. Serving 19.5 years for con- 
spiracy to destroy the US Forest 
Service's Institute of Forest Ge- 
netics, a cell-phone tower and 
power plants. For more informa- 
tion, ViSit WWW.SUPPORTERIC.ORG. 
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Hysteria 


Forest Biomass Greenwash 


•Daniel McGowan, #63794- six years for the ELF arson of 
053, USP Marion, POB 1000, the University of Washington's 
Marion, IL 62959, USA. Serving Center for Urban Horticulture, 
seven years for ELF arsons at a Waters insists she was not in- 
lumber company and a hybrid volved. For more information, 
poplar farm. For more informa- visit www.supportbriana.org. 
tion, visit www.supportdaniel.org. »Joyanna "Sadie" Zacher, 

•Jonathan Paul, #07167-085, #36360-086, FCI Dublin, Camp 

FCI Phoenix, 37910 N 45th Parks, Unit E, 5701 8th St, Dub- 
Ave, Phoenix, AZ 85086, USA. lin, CA 94568, USA. Serving 
Serving 4.25 years for the Ani- nearly eight years for ELF arsons 
mal Liberation Front/ELF ar- at an SUV dealership and a hy- 
son of a horse slaughterhouse brid poplar farm, 
and meat-packing plant. For 

more information, visit www. Indigenous Resistance 
supportjonathan.org. ‘Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, 

•Michael Sykes, #696693, USP Lewisburg, POB 1000, Lewis- 
Handlon Correctional Facility, burg, PA 17837, USA. Serving 
1728 W Bluewater Hwy, Ionia, life in ’prison after being framed 
MI 48846, USA. Serving four to for the deaths of two FBI agents 
10 years for the arson of two newly killed during the 1975 Pine Ridge 
constructed condominiums, try- siege. For more information, visit 
ing to chop down an 80-foot util- www.freepeltier.org. 
ity pole and attempting to chisel • 

through cement in his jail cell. MOVE 

For more information, visit The MOVE 9, members of an 
www.Supportmichael.wordpress. eco-revolutiohary group, were 
com. framed for the murder of a cop and 

•Briana Waters, #36432-086, sentenced to 30-100 years each. 
FCI Danbury, Route 37, Dan- For more information, visit www. 
bury, CT 06811, USA. Serving onamove.com. 
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orest Activist 


JULY 20, 1974— JULY 9, 2009 

T don't experience. Ben was a long-term for- Ben started his forest activism in the NSW 

J : 7 est activist who always had a wise word forests of the mid-north coast. One of the sto- 

Australia lost one of its most formidable and compassion for his fellow blockaders, ries that has surfaced is of an early Chitchester 
and passionate conservationists when we the wildlife he was standing up in defense action, when Ben was set up in a tripod above 
said goodbye to Ben Morrow in July. Ben, of and even the loggers he met when in logging machinery. It wasn't long before one 
34, died after a long and arduous battle the-forest. of the logging contractors showed up, want- 

with terminal bowel cancer. Ben was a A brave and strong defender- of Tasmania's ing to express his frustration by taking an axe 
friend to many in Australia's forest move- ancient forests, Ben spent most of his last years to one of the tripod legs that supported Ben. 
ment from Newcastle in New South Wales living in the threatened forests, from the Styx, Other contractors showed up and started peg- 
(NSW) to Tasmania. to the Weld, to the Upper Florentine Valleys, ging rocks at Ben. Ben wasn't budging and 

Ben was a man who had a connection to He was a talented climber and rigged many a wasn't fazed — an early sign of his renowned 
the Earth that many people in this world treesit for defenders to take a final stand on calm and conviction. 

E ' * ^ the frontline. Ben's involvement in Ben's efforts directly contributed to the 

B the tall, threatened eucalyptus forests protection of thousands of acres of precious 
H of the Styx Valley and in an action native forests from logging — an achieve- 
■29 shutting down the woodchip mill in ment that will outlast all of us and serve as 
PI Triabunna, Tasmania, resulted in his a permanent memorial to his belief in being 
H inclusion in the Gunns 20 lawsuit in able to make a difference. 

2004. Gunns Ltd, Tasmania’s billion- His big heart, wide smile and unwavering 
L ■ dollar wood-chipping company, was belief in what is right earned him the love 

suing Ben, along with 20 other defen- and admiration of a diverse community who 
£|! dants, for standing up for Tasmania's now consider him a brother. We are wiser 
||||! wild forests. for having known him and mourn his pass- 

mppm B en made history with his brave ing. Ben will be dearly missed and well re- 
= effort to sit for 12 hours in Austra- membered, and his contributions will never 
l ia>s first ever bridge sit. In 2007, the be forgotten. 

sit was set U P over the wild Weld In Ben's own words, "We will always be 
River in Tasmania's south to halt together, in the forest. We will always be to- 
Ben cheerfully saving the forests of Australia, logging of Steep old-growth forest. gether, in the forest. " 



In Loving Memory of Brain “Frog” Gharst 

SEPTEMBER 30, 197B— JUNE 11, 2009 


by Some Folks Who Insanely Miss Him *°S was a ^^chist. In addition to all 

of his work with direct-action groups, he also 

The forests and the free-running waters, spent countless hours volunteering his time 
the buffalo and the bull trout, and the and skills to build community and foster 
mountains and the people who love them networks of mutual aid. He helped to revive 
all lost a dear friend and ally this Summer, the free community bike shop in Missoula, 
Brian Gharst, known to many as Frog, exited Montana, and would spend hours upon 
this world on June 11, 2009. Frog's last days 
were happily spent with the sun the wind community members, including bike trailers, 
and the water on a canoe camping trip in the rickshaws, a trail cart for a paraplegic man and 
San Juan Islands, Washington. As the ocean a giant cargo tricycle. He helped numerous 
took his life from his body, a seal appeared people convert diesel vehicles to run on WVO. 
on the surface of the water, as if to reassure He built homes, treehouses, greenhouses and 

us that his spirit would be safely carried fSHHB 

on to wherever it needs to go next. He 

leaves behind a legacy of big love, good * " — • — JL 

works and many people aspiring to hon- ~~ — 

or his life by living up to his example. __ 

Frog was a long-time member of the ~~ ' — — yKL 

Northern Rockies activist community." ~~ ' 

He began volunteering with the Buffalo Hik 

Field Campaign (BFC) early on and spent — — - — 

many days hiking, skiing, driving and sit- ... 
ting on patrol to document and protest 

the government-sponsored slaughter of _________ £^9 

the last wild bison. In 2001, Frog was ar- 
rested and served time in jail for support- jgj/ri- * 

ing a tripod action blockading the road Frog enjoying the f 

to the buffalo capture facility. One favorite gardens. He also despised the cops and spent 
memory of Frog from his time at BFC was the 
cold, snowy night when he and two friends 

stripped down to nothing, wrote "DOL SUX" the streets of downtown Missoula, 
across their butt cheeks and jumped out in 
front of a security guard rig that was patrol- 
ling the road. 

Frog also spent time volunteering with 
Wild Rockies Earth First! in forest-defense welding, the things his hands crafted were 
campaigns, including the struggles against 
Otter Wing/Mackey Day, Boise Cascade everything and freely shared his skills in 
and the Bitterroot Burned Area Recovery, the most gentle, encouraging and empow- 
After those campaigns ended, he continued ering way. His knowledge and apprecia- 
te do forest defense work by monitoring tion of beauty and hard work led him to 
timber sales in national forests throughout deeply respect and support the beautiful 
the region. works of others. 

Frog also volunteered with the Seeds of In the later years of his life. Frog began to 
Peace Collective, providing food and logisti- focus on perfecting and expanding his skill 
cal support to other direct action campaigns, set as a professional custom fabricator. He es- 
He cooked for protestors at the Nevada Test 
Site, delivered food and maintained trans- 
portation for protestors at the 2004 Repub- 
lican'National Convention (RNC) protests, 
cooked at a Round River Rendezvous and 
played a major role in converting an old 
school bus into the Seeds of Peace waste 
vegetable oil (WVO) kitchen-bus. 


When he wasn't working around the clock 
on projects, we could find Frog enjoying the 
wonders of the natural world: swimming in 
rivers and lakes, canoeing, floating, soaking 
in hot springs, fishing, picking berries, climb- 
ing trees, camping, hiking, gathering plants 
and more. He also enjoyed taking bike trips, 
hours every day building useful projects for including trips in Mexico, Maine and Califor- 
nia, as well as the infamous "Tour de Struc- 
tion" from coastal Washington, over the 
Idaho mountain passes and into Montana. 
His more urban adventures included eating a 
lot of trash, receiving beer donations from the 

1 “ corporate grocery store and figuring out 
how to turn off street lights with just a 
little bit of whiskey and a shotgun. 

Around 100 family members and friends 
from all over the United States gathered in 
Missoula about a week after Frog's death 
^ to celebrate his life and mourn his pass- 
| ing in ceremonies and gatherings. Less 

(( § than a week after his death, we lit a fire by 
| bow-drill and maintained the fire for four 
5 days in honor of the four directions. On 
| the third day, we held a memorial dinner 
3> that culminated in a< big, loud, late-night 
I bike parade/dance party that took over the 
ch. streets of the city. On the fourth day, coals 
from the fire were transferred via bike cart to 
many nights hilariously blasting "Fuck the Rattlesnake Creek, one of Frog's favorite Mon- 
Police" from his rickshaw sound system on tana swimming holes. We held a ceremony 

there for friends and family to share stories 
Frog was a gifted artist. He dreamt and and emotions, and to begin the process of 
crafted incredibly beautiful and inspiring spreading Frog's ashes. Some of his family and 
projects. From basket weaving and pot- friends then traveled to Horse Butte, outside 
throwing to carpentry and professional of Yellowstone National Park, to spread some 

of his ashes in a ceremony at this sacred place 
impeccable. He humbly excelled at nearly where Frog lived arid worked over multiple 

years to stop the buffalo slaughter. Some of his. 
friends held another memorial event later in 
the Summer in the Bay Area, and friends and 
family continue to take individual actions and 
engage in ceremonies in his memory. 

We intensely loved Frog. His death was, 
and continues to be, an enormous loss to our 
community. However, it has also been an en- 
lightening experience to realize how much 
tablished a workshop, first in Missoula and lovejwe all feel for each other in this extended 
then in the San. Francisco Bay, where he be- family, and how we can and must continue 
gan formal training. In the Bay Area, he fab- to support each other through this very dark 
ricated custom tanks for WVO conversions, time, as well as through all of the other dark 
continued crafting outlandish projects, did times that are sure to come, 
repair work for his neighbors in exchange Thank you Frog, for everything you gave 
for tacos and just this year started profes- this world. We love you and will continue to 
sionally teaching. be guided and inspired by your spirit. 
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■ CIVIL liberties defend center 

www.cldc.org 

Defending and upholding civil 
liberties through education, out- 
reach, litigation and legal support 
and assistance since 2003. 


- Fighting the Green Scare — ev- 
ery day, in the courts; press and 
on the streets . 


- Challenging repressive laws like 
the Animal Enterprise Terriorism 
Act (www.abolishtheaeta.org) 
and Interfering with Agriculture 
Operations (used 99% of the time 
on forest activists). 


CRITICAL MASS 


AUTO*MAT 


CHINA SPECIAL 


CARFREE CARTOONS 


- Over 170 peace, environmental, 
human and animal rights activists 
for free or very low-cost 


- Know Your Rights workshops 
in English, Spanish and a youth 
version 


- Legal Observer trainings and 
coordination for rallies, protests 
and civil disobedience 


artists cooperative 

Over 300 political prints, 
posters, books, and zines, 
as well as a destination to 
find out about current 
events in radical art and 
culture, . 


We defend your rights to take a 
stand! Help your fellow activists 
continue their work by supporting; 
the Civil Liberties Defense Cen- 
ter! Donations and monthly donor 
information available online or at 

541 - 687-9180 


journal of the carfree movement 

5 issues for only $20 US by quoting Earth First!-; 

www.carbusters.org 


Destroy- what Destroys You" by Roger Peet $20 


/ 99 \ 

OCI-fW 

Vojy 


Celebrating 10 Years of Awesome 



journal)- 


Emily Ryan Lerner 

Instant Satisfaction 


Nikki McClure 

Papercuts 


Flapper Girl 

Reusable Cozies 


Sam Trout 

Style 


Ivy Studio 

Tall Ships 


reading 


Reading is Sexy 

Clever Slogans 


Dream of Stars 

Soft Apparel 


Ann & Paul Rand 

Books 


Sublime Stitching 

Handmade Nation 


Sesame Letterpress 

- Coasters+Cards 


Atherton Lin 

Painted Stories 







ak press: your source for the 
best in anarchist publishing 
for 19 years and counting. 


20% off your entire order 
when you mention EF! 


Support the Earth 

tjournaI.org to Be cor ' K _ merchandise store 

check out our expand.ng rnerchan^ 

^^^S^^&ourna,.orj 

rrl Journal has joinep forces with the 
Artist Collective anp Peace Supplies 

yp AMD ON OUR PESIGNS ANP PISTRIBUTION! 


Every order over $40 gets loads of free goodies, 
including the 20 year anniversary Edition of the Earth 
First! Journal. This Winter we will be 30 years in print 
and your Support is needed (and greatly appreciated!) 

. To keep us fightin' for the wild and producing the 
P worlds' radical environmental journal! 


Faster than a Speeding 
;r Pack of Dogs 


“I spent a year in the Northwoods of Wisconsin at an 
Jtk outdoor school. It was not a survival school, because I 
died. I died to my old way of thinking. I died to being 
egocentric. I died to the pursuit of the civilized lifeway. 
I became alive to many other things — became alive to 
■ . \%ls} the Circle. I became alive to the native lifeway. 1 became 
UPpr alive to the connectedness of all things. I became alive 
to trusting, being and the now. My heart is full. I have 
much to share, more than words can say." 

— Coyote Three Feathers aka John Herron 
(Wilderness Guide Program 2004-2005) 

COULD AYEAR INTHE WILDERNESS DO THIS FOR YOU? 
www. teachingdrum.oTg 

(715) 546-2944 


Short-term editors are needed to be an essential part of our collective in 
Tucson, AZ. Short-term editors spend a couple months in production on a 
single issue of the Journal. While living in the Sonoran desert you will be 
surrounded by mountains, and during your stay you will have time to explore 
them! We have a comfy house for short-termers to share, provide bikes, free 
organic food from the local co-op and the dumpsters dreams are made of. 


If you have a strong interest in the content that appears in the pages of the 
EF! Journal, can handle spending a border-line unhealthy amount time 
working with computers, have some experience of working on direct action 
campaigns and would enjoy being apart of a no-bullshit collective devoted to 
carrying on this soon-to-be 30-year legacy of independent news from the no 
compromise environmental movement... then, by all means, please send an 
e-mail to us at: wildginger@earthfirstjoumal.org. 


Subscribe to the Earth First! Journal ...the radical environmental journal 


Name 


Address 


Country 


Email 


Mail: Earth First! Journal-subscriptions 

POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 
Online: www.earthfirstjournal.org 


Credit Card Orders circle one: Visa / MC 
# Exp. date 


Page 30 Earth First! Mabon 2009 





Find the EF! group nearest you. If you don’t see one, start one 


INDIANA 

Roadblock EH 

rbadblockef@yahooxom 

stopI69.wordpress.com 

MAINE 

Maine EF!,- 

POB 1072,' Belfast, ME 04915 
maineef@yaboo.com 
Native Forest Network . 
nfnmaine@gmail.coni ■ 

Penobscot Bay Watch-Gulf of Maijne 

POB 1871, Rockland,- ME 04841 

penbay@justice.com 

People's Free Space 

POB 4875, Portland, ME 04112 

info@peoplesfreespace.org 


ARIZONA 

Anti-Lab Peace Squad 
c/o Branscam and Trish Scam 
PO BOX 343; Cameron, AZ 86020 
Catalyst Infoshop 

109 N McCormick St, Prescott, AZ 86301 
info@catalystinfoshop.org 
Chuk'shon EF! 
chukshonef@riseup .net 
WWW.CHUKSHONEF.WORDPRESS.COM 
Taal Hooghan 

1926 N. 4th St. #7B, Flagstff, AZ 86004 

infofosho@gmail.com 

Black Mesa Indigenous Support 

BLACKMESAIS.ORG 


Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project 

27803 Williams Ln, Fossil, OR 97830 

Cascadia EF! -Eugene 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 

cascadiaef@gmail.com- 

Cascadia EF!-Portland . 

POB 11662, Portland, OR 97217 

cascadia_ef@riseup.net 

Green Anarchy 

POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 

collective@greenanarchy.org 

TENNESSEE 

Three Rivers EF! 

POB 20363, Knoxville, TN 37920 
annebonnylives@yahoo.com 

TEXAS 

Rice, Beans & Revolution 

402 N. Main, McAllen, TX 78501 

UTAH 

Wild Wasatch EF! 

8790 W 25800 N, Portage, UT 84331 

(435) 866-2137 

VERMONT 

Green Mountain EF! 

greenmtearthflrst@yahoo.com 

Save the Corporations From Themselves 

169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 

(802) 254-4847; corpsave@sover.net 


Arkansas EF! 

arkansasearthfirst@gmail.com 

CALIFORNIA 

Free Mind Media 

546 Pacific Ave, Santa Rosa, CA 95402 

info@freemindmedia.org 

Healeth EF! 

POB 720327, Redding, CA 96099 
(530) 241-1007 

Humboldt EF! 

(707) 834-5170; contactefhum@gmail.com 

WWW.EFHUMBOLDT.ORG 

Long Haul Infoshop 

3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 

(510) 540-0751; slingshot@tao.ca 

North Coast EF! 

POB 4646, Areata, CA 955J8; (707) 822-1513 

NORTHCOASTEARTHFIRST 1 @ YAHOO .COM 

NORTHCOASTEARTHFIRST.ORG 
Santa Cruz EF! 
cruzef@cruzio.com 
Sierra Nevada EF! 

935 F St, Fresno, CA 93706 
collective@sienanevadaearthfirst.org 
smartMeme Strategy & Training Project 
2940 16th St #201, San Francisco, CA 94103 
info@smartmeme.org 


Potomac EF! 

c/o Peace Resource Center, 

4 E Church St, Frederick, MD 21701 
potomacearthfirst@gmail.com 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Mass Direct Action 
POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 
info@massdirectaction.org 

MINNESOTA 

Church of Deep Ecology 

POB 16075, St. Paul, MN 55116 

contact@churchofdeepecology.org 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 

2441 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55405 


Blue Ridge EF! 
blueridgeef@yahoo.com 


Confluence/Community Arts & Media Project 
POB 63232, Saint Louis, MO 63163 
confluence@lists.indymedia.org 


Evergreen State College 
Environmental Resource Center 
2700 Evergreen Pkwy NW, Cab 320, 
Olympia, WA 98505 
(360) 867-6784 


Buffalo Field Campaign 

POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758 

(406) 646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies.org 

Wild Rockies EF! 

odinswyrd@yahoo.com 


Madison EF! Infoshop 

1019 Williamson St #B, Madison, WI 53703 

(608) 262-9036 


EF! Nebraska 

205 N M,ears St, Chadron, NE 69337 


Teewinot EF! 

POB 1329, Jackson, WY 83001 


High Country EF! 

highcountryearthfirst@riseup.net 


(308) 432-3458; buffalobmcel@gmail.com 


Breakdown Records 
emag@graffiti-.net 
Wetlands Activism Collective 
POB 344, New York, NY 10108 
activism@wetlands-preserve.org 


Environmental Library Fund 

25 Newtown Tpke, Weston, CT 06883 
(203) 227-2065; remyc@prodigy.net 
FLORIDA 
Central Florida EF! 
centralfloridaearthfirst@gmail.com 
Everglades EF! 

822 N C St, Lake Worth, FL 33460 

(561) 588-9666; evergladesearthfirst@gmail.com 


MPAIGNS 


EF! Direct Action Fund 

POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
(925) 376-7329 
Rising Tide North America 
POB 11664, Portland, OR 97211 
(202)657-6772; 

WWW.RISINGTIDENORTHAMERICA.ORG 

Root Force 

POB 1302, Tbcson, AZ 85702 
info@rootforce.org 
Warrior Poets Society 
POB 14501, Berkeley, CA 94712 


Croatan EF! 

2419 Mayview St, Raleigh, NC 27607 
croatanearthfirst@gmail.com 
Katuah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
Rising Tide Asheville 
ashevillerisingtide@gmail.com 

OHIO 

HokHokken EF! 
info@eastemforestdefense.org 


Species Traitor/Black and Green Press 
POB 81303, Athens, GA 30608 
primalwar@gmail.com 

ILLINOIS 

Chicago EF! 

(773) 465-7774 


INTERNATIONAL CONTACTS 


IRELAND 

An Talamh Glas (Green Earth) 
atgblue@yahoo.eom 


EF! Australia 

POB 1270, Albany, WA, 6330, Australia 
efoz@earthfirst.org.au 
www.earthfirst.org.au 
EF! OZ-Jervis Bay 

POB 295, Nowra, NSW, 2541, Australia 


ASEED Europe 

Plantage Doklaan 12A,1018 CM, 
Amsterdam, Netherlands 
31-20-668-2236; info@aseed.net 
GroenFront! Netherlands 
POB 85069, 3508 AB Utrecht, Netherlands 
2007@groenfront.nl; www.groenfront.nl 


EarthFirstl Action Update 
www.earthfirst.org.uk/efau - 
Leeds EF! 

Box GPD, The Commonplace, 23-25, Wharf Street 
Leeds LS2 7EQ; leeds@earthfirst.org.Uk 
-London EF! 

84B Whitechapel High St, London, El 0, UK 

eflondon@ziplip.com 

London Rising Tide 

62 Fieldgate St, London, El 1ES, UK 

0770-879-4665; londOn@risingtide.org.uk 

Manchester EF! 

manchester@earthfirst.org.uk 


EF! Belgium Support Group 
belgium2005@groenfront.be 
GroenFront! Belgium 
2007@groenfront.be; 
www.groenfront.be 


Environmental Rescue International 
20 Dawson Rd, by Forestry Junction, 
Benin City, Nigeria 
environmentalrescue@yahoo.co.uk 


Ecodefense! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad, 236000, Russia 
0112-44-84-43 


Elaho EF! 
earth_first@resist.ca 
Ottawa EF! 

ottawaearthfirst@resist.ca 


EF! Germany 
green.rage@web.de 


Green Korea United 
110-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg 
136-56 Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu 
Seoul, South Korea 

82-2-747-8500; greenkorea@greenkorea.org 


Car Busters 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10, Czech Republic 
420-274-810-849; info@carbusters.org 


Saving Iceland 

savingiceland@riseup.net 

WWW.SAVINGICELAND.ORG 


Some of the benefits of being listed in the EF! directory include: exposure for local and regional 
campaigns; merchandise discounts; and bulk copies of tne Journal for the price of postage. For more 
information, contact the EF! Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702; (520) 620-6900; 

collective@earthfirstjoumal.org. 
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